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PREMEDITATED VIOLENCE
According to the police, who are well qualified to judge, last Sunday's demonstrations outside
the American embassy were in fact less dangerous than those which occurred there last
October. Nevertheless, few who witnessed last Sunday's performance, whether in the in the
streets or on the television screen, can have failed to discern in it a new and menacing feature.
There were at least moments when the crowd seemed bent on violence as an end in itself The
more militant seemed determined not only to injure the police but also to expose themselves to
injury.
No doubt the crowd also included sincere and innocent people with no other object than to
express their abhorrence of the Vietnam War. Clearly it also included many, like Miss
REDGRAVE, whose failure to understand what they were sparking off amounted to culpable
irresponsibility. What is serious, however, is the mounting evidence that at least some of the
demonstrators had prepared their action in advance under systematic tuition and with full of
appreciation of the consequences. Mr CALLAGHAN'S assurance that those reasonably
suspected of such premeditated offences against public order will be prosecuted is welcome.
So far the punishments awarded to those convicted of various breaches of order on Sunday
seem mild compared with the total effect of what amounted virtually to a riot. The magistrates
are not to blame, since there is a limit to the severity of the sentences they are allowed to
impose; nor is it within their power to transfer the hearing of a trial within their summary
jurisdiction to a superior court save at the request of the accused. What is more, it is not
always the most serious offenders who fall into the hands of the police. A man charged with
carrying an offensive weapon which turns out to be a halfpenny must, as a magistrate pointed
out, be treated fairly.
The question is whether the police should not anticipate these disturbances by using their
existing powers to prohibit any demonstration likely to produce disorder. Both the Home
Office and the police themselves are commendably reluctant to limit the right of assembly in
this way. Such prohibitions would themselves have to be enforced, possibly by exemplary and
martyr-making punishments. This blunt weapon should be held in reserve until the ordinary
deterrents to violence which the law provides have been both thoroughly applied and proved
inadequate.
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Shattered windows of an annexe to the American Embassy being repaired.
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Tomahawk, tended by Police Sgt. Geoffrey Johnson (BELOW), was another "D"
Division gelding to receive injuries. Both horses are on the sick list.
PICTURES BY KENNETH MASON
[Photograph]
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Police horses show their battle wounds
LONDON'S police yesterday counted the cost of Sunday's battle of Grosvenor Square: 117
officers and nine police horses injured.
At Harrow Road police station stables, Pc John Haywood treated a puncture in the neck of
Samson (RIGHT), a four-year-old bay gelding felled by anti-Vietnam war demonstrators. Pc
Haywood was riding him at the time.
[Photograph]
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VIETNAM DEMONSTRATOR GAOLED FOR 2 MONTHS
CHARGES AGAINST 243
DAILY TELEGRAPH REPORTER
SENTENCES ranging from fines of £2 to two months' imprisonment were imposed at four
London courts yesterday on people charged with offences concerning the anti-Vietnam war
demonstration outside the American Embassy in Grosvenor Square on Sunday. Of 246 people
arrested, 243 have been charged. Many of the 45 who appeared yesterday were allowed bail
and will appear in court later this week.
The charges included threatening behaviour, having offensive weapons, assault on police,
obstructing police and obstructing the highway.
A total of 117 policemen were injured as they struggled to protect the Embassy.
At Bow Street, MICHAEL COLIN BROWN, 21, unemployed, of Highbury Hill, Highbury,
pleaded guilty to assaulting a policeman, and was gaoled for two months. Pc GERALD
DAVIES said: "My helmet was knocked on the ground by the defendant's friend. I went to
arrest him. The defendant placed his left arm around my neck, and struck my face with his
right hand."
COACH STOPPED
Undergraduates fined
Three Cambridge undergraduates arrested when the coach in which they were travelling to the
demonstrations was stopped in Watford Way, Hendon, were fined a total of £115 at Hendon
for possessing offensive weapons.
FREDERICK ALAN GREEN, 20, of Pembroke College, pleaded guilty to having a glass
cutter, two cans of pepper and two bags of red liquid, and was fined £50.
TEW BUNNAU, 20, of King's College, pleaded guilty to possessing a can of pepper and a
bag of marbles, and was fined £40.
JOHN CHARLES MILLETT, 19, also of King's pleaded guilty to having a can of pepper and
was fined £25. All three were bound over for three years.
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At Marylebone, FRANK WESEL, 20, a German student from Berlin, was found guilty of
assaulting Pc GEOFFREY AYLEN. He was conditionally discharged for three years and
ordered to pay 1 Ogns costs.
Det. Supt. JOHN GERRARD said that Wesel "appeared to go berserk, and hit every police
officer in sight."
WESEL, who came from Germany with 50 other students to take part in the demonstration,
said that he had panicked when his glasses fell to the ground.
Mr. DAVID WACHER, the magistrate, told him "I hope very much that you will not be
allowed to come back here for some time."
In another case at Marylebone, WILFRED IAN LAMB, 22, student teacher, of Muswell Hill
Road, Muswell Hill, was remanded in custody until March 27, charged with assaulting a police
inspector.
ASKED TO MOVE
Highways Act query
CHRISTOPHER ALBERT SHORT, 20, of Littleover, Derby, a law student at Cardiff
University, was fined £2 at Marlborough Street for obstructing the highway in Park Lane.
Short said he asked the police officer under what Act he was being asked to move, and was
told the Highways Act. As a law student, he asked out of natural curiosity what was the
section of the Act, and the policeman's reply was: "You're nicked: Come on."
ROBIN MURRAY, 27, a university lecturer, of Portland Road, Notting Hill, was fined £20
with 5gns costs for striking a policeman in the face, and £5 with £8 17s 6d compensation for
tearing the officer's raincoat.
THOMAS HENRY APPLEBY, 18, a Nottingham University student whose home is in
Gateshead, was fined £10 and given a one-month sentence suspended for three years for
striking a policeman. He said that the police evidence was "a complete fabrication."
He had tried to take photographs, but the police stopped him, punched him in the chest,
kicked him, dragged him on his knees and bundled him into a van.
Other cases yesterday included:
[Barely legible text]
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POLICE DENY BRUTALITY IN EMBASSY FIGHT
LIVE AMMUNITION FOUND
DAILY TELEGRAPH REPORTER
POLICE controlling anti-Vietnam war demonstrators outside the American Embassy in
Grosvenor Square on Sunday acted "reasonably and with no brutality at all." Cdr. John
Lawlor, of the Metropolitan Police, said yesterday.
The organisers of the demonstration did not keep to their side of the agreement, he added. A
total of 117 policemen were injured in the Grosvenor Square fighting, and others yesterday
found a number of live .22 cartridges in the square.
Cdr. Lawlor, Commander of No 1 District, Metropolitan Police, was in charge of police
arrangements for the demonstration. He said he had been satisfied with the advance plans, but
the rally organisers "lost control."
If he had not ordered the mounted police to move into the crowd outside the Embassy there
would have been more casualties.
The St. John Ambulance Brigade treated 86 casualties in the square. Nine horses were injured,
mainly with bruising.
In the Commons (Report-P25), Mr. Callaghan, Home Secretary, said the police had shown
"commendable restraint and self-discipline in the face of severe provocation." There had been
an intention to provoke the police.
Referring to "preparations that may have been made for violence" Mr. Callaghan said:
"Charges are being preferred."
A total of 246 people were arrested, of whom 243 have been charged and three are to be
summoned.
At four London courts yesterday, 45 demonstrators were given sentences of up to two months
gaol and fined up to £50 on several charges, including possessing ammunition, assaulting and
resisting police and using threatening behaviour.
PEACEABLE AIM
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Talks with organisers
The organisers of the rally, the "March 17 Vietnam ad hoc committee" had intended it to be
peaceable, said Cdr. Lawlor of the Metropolitan Police.
He had met Mr. Pat Jordan, chairman of the committee, about two weeks ago, and they had
agreed that the marchers would parade round three sides of Grosvenor Square, but not pass
immediately in front of the Embassy on the West side.
"But the organisers lost control and disappeared. I did not see Mr. Jordan in the square."
Instead of parading as agreed, the 8,000 marchers tried to move into the Embassy. When the
crowd began to throw stones and violence flared, he ordered the 30 mounted policemen to
move.
SELF-DEFENCE
Hit with sticks
"There was no police brutality. If a policeman is being violently attacked and being hit with
sticks, he is entitled to defend himself with a truncheon.
"I gave no specific order for the use of truncheons, and they were in fact used very sparingly
indeed. The mounted police did not use their staves at all."
While the organisers had acted in good faith, he had "a few ideas" about the role of elements
in the crowd, including a body called "the First of May group."
The demonstration on Sunday had not been the worst in London since 1939-45. A similar rally
in Grosvenor Square last October had been more dangerous.
RIGHT TO TAKE PART
Future applications
He believed people had a right to take part in demonstrations and the police would be
reluctant to put any curb on them. Any future application by the organisers of Sunday's rally
to parade again would be considered "on its merits."
"The use of horses or tear gas would be foreign to us. We would be most reluctant to use
them."
The police had received many calls of congratulation from members of the public on their
handling of the situation.
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Hammersmith police were given 61b of carrots for their horses by a well-wisher, and a
Manchester University student had gone to a police station in Manchester and given £1
towards the national fund for police injured on duty.
One of the students injured in Grosvenor Square was Andrew Hornuna, 23, of Manchester
University, who has been recommended for expulsion by the University Senate for his part in
the demonstration against Mr. Gordon Walker, Secretary for Education on March 1. He had
two front teeth knocked out.
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