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(10.

Wednesday, 28 April 2021

00 am)

MR FERNANDES: Good morning, everyone, and welcome to

THE

the third day of evidential hearings in Tranche 1
Phase 2 at the Undercover Policing Inquiry. My name is
Neil Fernandes and 1 am the hearings manager.

For those of you in the virtual hearing room, please
turn off both your camera and microphone unless you"re
invited to speak by the Chairman, as Zoom will pick up
on all noises and you will be on screen.

I now hand over to the Chairman, Sir John Mitting,
to formally start proceedings.

Chairman.

CHAIRMAN: Thank you. As at the beginning of every
evidential session, a recording made last year i1s going
to be played. For those listening to it for the first
time, please listen carefully.

I am conducting this Inquiry under a statute,
the Inquiries Act 2005, which gives me the power to make
orders regulating the conduct of the Inquiry, including
its hearings. In the exercise of that power, 1 have
made a number of orders which affect what you may and
may not do in the hearing rooms and after you leave
them. Breach of any of the orders is a serious matter

and may have serious consequences for you.
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IT 1 am satisfied that a person may have breached an
order, | have the power to certify the matter to
the High Court, which will iInvestigate and deal with it
as 1If it had been a contempt of that court. |IF
satisfTied that a breach has occurred and merits
the imposition of a penalty, the High Court may impose
a severe sanction on the person in breach, including
a fine, imprisonment for up to two years and
sequestration of their assets.

Evidence is going to be given live over screens in
the hearing rooms. It is strictly prohibited to
photograph or record what is shown on the screens, or to
record what is said by a witness or anyone else in
the hearing rooms. You may bring your mobile telephone
into the hearing rooms, but you may not use it for any
of those purposes. You may use is silently for any
other purpose. In particular, you may transmit your
account of what you have seen and heard in a hearing
room to any other person, but only once at least
ten minutes have elapsed since the event which you are
describing took place.

This restriction has a purpose. In the course of
the Inquiry, | have made orders prohibiting the public
disclosure of information, for example about

the identity of a person, for a variety of reasons.
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These orders must be upheld. It is inevitable that,
whether by accident or design, information which 1 have
ordered should not be publicly disclosed will sometimes
be disclosed in a hearing. |If and when that happens,

I will immediately suspend the hearing and make an order
prohibiting further disclosure of the information
outside the hearing rooms. The consequence will be that
no further disclosure of that information may be made by
mobile telephone or other portable electronic device
from within the hearing room, or by any means outside
it.

I am sorry if you find this message alarming. It is
not intended to be. Its purpose is simply to ensure
that everyone knows the rules which must apply if I am
to hear the evidence which I need to enable me to get to
the truth about undercover policing.

You, as members of the public, are entitled to hear
the same public evidence as I will hear and to reach
your own conclusions about it. The Inquiry team will do
their best to ensure that you can.

IT you have any doubt about the terms of this
message or what you may or may not do, you should not
hesitate to ask one of them and, with my help if

necessary, they will provide you with the answer.
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THE

THE

THE

MR PIERS CORBYN (called)

Mr Corbyn, do you wish to be sworn or to affirm?

I think you may be on mute.

Mr Corbyn, can you hear me?
I can.
CHAIRMAN: Splendid. Do you wish to be sworn or to
affirm?
To affirm, Sir.
CHAIRMAN: Then may that happen, please.

(Witness affirmed)

CHAIRMAN: Mr Warner.

Questions by MR WARNER

MR WARNER: Thank you, Sir.

Mr Corbyn, you have given us a 79-page statement,
dated last year, | believe.
Yes.
Before 1 ask you some questions, can you just confirm
please that the statement that you have given us is true
and correct to the best of your knowledge and belief?
Yes.
Thank you.

Starting at the beginning of your political life, if
I can, please --
Yes.

-— it"s right, 1 think, that your political activism
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began as a student in the late 1960s in London; is that
right?
That Is correct, yes.
And in fact, the Ffirst march that you can recall
attending was a Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament march?
Yes. 1 did attend such marches when 1 was at school,
actually, just before going to university, but those
were quite limited in my activities. Most of my
activities developed in university after the first two
years at university.
I see.

And I think it"s also right that you became
the president of the Imperial College Student Union?
That"s right. 1 was elected president for 1969 to 1970.
And as part of that role and your political activities
at that time, you were involved in a number of
anti-nuclear campaigns and campaigns against chemical
and biological warfare?
Yes, yes. The campaigns against chemical and biological
warfare were -- were very important, sir, to me and
Imperial College and to all scientists. A -- Dr Stephen
Rose, later Professor Stephen Rose, was in
the biochemistry department, and he brought in a lot of
information about these things, which was very useful.

You®ve told us in your statement as well that you
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attended both of the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign marches
in 1968.
Yes.
You"ve described that as the main issue of the day at
that time. Were you a member of the VSC?
Well, insofar as | was actively supporting it, yes, but
I wasn"t -- if -- | don"t think -- well, if i1t had
a membership structure, I wasn®"t part of that. 1 was
Jjust an active campaigner for VSC, the Vietnam
Solidarity Campaign.
So you didn"t attend local or branch meetings or
anything of that nature for the VSC?
Yes, there would have been one or two local meetings,
yes, yes, but it wasn"t like a membership organisation,
if you see what I mean.
I see.
The International Marxist Group was a membership
organisation though.
Yes. We"ll come on to that --
Of course.
-— In a moment.

Just focusing on the VSC marches, were you involved
in organising them at all, or were you more of an
attendee at them?

I was more of an attendee and a mobiliser. | would
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bring people along, bring along banners; and sometimes

I might have been involved iIn stewarding, but that would
have been of the people I brought along, essentially.

On either of the marches in March or October of that
year, do you recall witnessing any violence or disorder?
No, although there was a big crowd around the American
Embassy in Grosvenor Square which the police tried to
disperse; they tried to prevent demonstrators getting to
Grosvenor Square. But I wouldn®"t say any violence was
initiated by demonstrators, it was the police trying to
stop people going there.

Is this the October demonstration in --

Yes, 1 think that was October either 1968 or 1969.
Probably October 1968.

Were you yourself In Grosvenor Square in October "687?

I was, yes.

And were you aware of any weapons being used in

the course of --

No.

-- that demonstration?

Mr Corbyn, you"ve also said in your statement that
the IMG, the International Marxist Group, of which you
were a member --

Yes.

-- had been active within the Vietnam Solidarity
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Campaign.

Yes.

How did the two groups interact? Were they i1nextricably
linked or were they separate?

No, they were separate, because the VSC had a number of
different political groups operating in it and
supporting it, so it was what you might call a united
front of different groups, and 1 think individual --
individuals who just joined In and became organisers,
but I wasn®t one of those.

So is it fair to say the IMG was just one of these
groups that were --

Just one, but probably the most influential.

I see.

And can 1 take it from that that there was a lot of
crossover in terms of people supporting the VSC and
the IMG?

Yes, well, everyone in the IMG would have supported
the VSC, I would say, yes.
Right.

Mr Corbyn, are you able to say whether the IMG were
involved in any of the disorder that happened in the VSC
demonstrations in 1968?

No. 1 mean, the IMG"s role always, historically, was to

mobilise people and make -- from that, make propaganda
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Q-

to a wider public on what was the nature of world
conflict, the nature of US imperialism, and so forth.
I see.

In terms of your political life, did you become
involved in the IMG and Spartacus League through
the VSC, or were you involved before or at the same
time?
I was interested iIn the VSC because -- actually, at that
time, you have to think, that was the thing going on in
the world; and I remember at school we would have
discussions about Vietnam, you know? It was a formative
crisis for tens of thousands of young people at the
time, and 1 was one of them.

Yeah, the reason why I joined the IMG wasn"t
specifically that, although of course 1 noted that
the IMG was close -- was an important force in the VSC.
I became editor of the University of London student
newspaper ''Sennet’ after being president of the student
union. And it was around that time 1 noticed the IMG
and they got involved in helping doing some of
the things 1 was doing, and then 1 joined them iIn about
1970. 1t was after | was president of the student union
that 1 joined them, it wasn"t during that time.
I see.

Is it right that you became involved in
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the Spartacus League at around this time as well?
Yes, that"s right. The Spartacus League. It was
originally misstated as something else iIn the evidence,
but we put it right in my statement here.

Yes, the Spartacus League was part of the IMG.
A sort of recruiting youth section, if you like. And
I was an active member of that.
So, just so that we can understand how it interacted
with the IMG, was 1t run by the IMG?
Yes, it was, It was run by them.
And It was -- you described it as a "youth section".
Can 1 take it from that --
Yeah.
-— it had a large student membership?
Yes, yes, that"s correct.
Could you be a member of the Spartacus League without
being a member of the IMG, or were the two --
You could. No, you could. In fact, quite a number of
people were, and I was that initially. And then, if you
proved your worth, the IMG would ask you if you wanted
to join the IMG as well.
Right.

So, can we take it from that that not all of
the members of the Spartacus League necessarily went on

to become IMG members?
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That"s correct. Some of them might have not been
interested in that. Some of them might have lost
interest in politics all together, but most

Spartacus League members would have become IMG members,
yes.

I see.

Can we just have a look at a report that we have
recovered on the Spartacus League, and it will come up
on the screen.

Okay.

It is —-

Well, I"ve got a very thick file here, so 1 don"t need
to look through that then; that"s useful.

Don"t worry too much about that. [1"1l just read

the number out for the technician. I1t"s {MPS/732360}
and it"s page 2 when it comes up, please,
{MPS/732360/2}.

Okay, thanks very much.

Thank you.

Now, Mr Corbyn, you can see this is a report from

January 19727?

Yeah.

Of a meeting of the Notting Hill Spartacus League at 17A
Rendle Street; that was your home address, wasn"t it?

That was my home address, yes, and we had a number of
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meetings of the Notting Hill Spartacus League there.

And of course, | didn"t realise at the time, but some of
the people in the Spartacus League were police agents,
and 1 was entertaining them in my flat unknowingly.

Were you the organiser of the Notting Hill branch?

I was, yes.

And --

Due to my recollection. Yes, yes. Yes, | am.

I remember a lot of detail actually in the past, but
there will be some gaps, | think. But yes, | was

the organiser of Notting Hill Spartacus League, yes.

And just in terms of what that would have entailed, are
we talking about sort of keeping minutes and agendas and
things like that?

Yes, that type of thing. Lists of -- lists of members

and contacts, telling people when there were meetings,

and then organising newspaper sales of -- of the IMG
paper .

I see.

Which was called -- well, it kept changing its name,
actually. 1 was -- it might have been Red Mole,

something like that, but it did change its name at
various stages.
We can see at the end of the second paragraph that eight

persons were present at this particular meeting. Was

12
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that a common attendance number for this group at this
time?

Yes, yes. Yes, half a dozen to a dozen, that sort of
numbers, yes, yes.

All right.

I"m just going to read the third paragraph out for
the transcript. It reads:

"The meeting was chaired by Piers Corbyn and was
concerned with the future activities of the Notting Hill
Spartacus League Branch. [Privacy] briefly outlined
the activities of the Notting Hill Red Defence Group and
this was followed by a deep and involved discussion of
SL ..."

Spartacus League:

... Assistance to the Group. Although [Privacy]
took great pains to point out that the majority of
people involved in the Group were not members of
the International Marxist Group and were completely
non-sectarian and had no wish to be otherwise,
the discussion centred around how the Notting Hill
faction of the IMG could take over, run and use
the organisation for recruitment to the IMG."

Can you recall, Mr Corbyn, what the Notting Hill Red
Defence Group was?

I think that was an idea that we wanted -- I might be
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wrong, but 1 think It was the same thing as what we
later called -- this is -- "People®s Defence Group™,
where, you see, because of the way the police behaved at
times in Notting Hill, in clearly a racist fashion
towards some of the population, that there should be
kind of independent people®s policing and be called
that, the Red Defence Group. That"s as far as

I remember. But otherwise, I -- yeah, 1 can"t think
what the purpose of Red Defence Group was other than
that.

Just in terms of the last section of that paragraph,
that ""the IMG could take over, run and use

the organisation”™, was this something that the IMG
frequently did with other groups?

Well, no. |1 mean, you see, this, of course, iIs written
by a policeman, who was presumably reading into

a situation something which he might have wanted to
present to his superiors to confirm what they may
believe. 1 mean, 1 myself, when I was involved iIn these
things, was interested always in getting people to join
in and stay active and make propaganda. The idea of
taking over groups wasn"t something that I thought was
something that ought to be done, because independent
groups acting together, in my view, is a better way than

having a sort of -- well, takeovers, as you describe
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there.

So 1 would say on that that it"s likely
the policeman was -- or woman, whatever, was reading
into it too much.
I think we know that this was a policeman
-- (overspeaking) --
Yeah, yeah, okay, we do, but -- well, 1 think we do, but
sometimes there were women involved in -- in these
groups, so -- and the i1dentity of the infiltrator has
not been revealed to me.
Mr Corbyn, can 1 ask this document --
IT 1 saw the names of all the people that were present
at those meetings, 1 would probably be able to identify
which one was the policeman. However, we"ve got a lot
of redacted information on this -- these reports, which,
you know, I mean, if you"re trying to have an inquiry
into what was going on in 1968, one needs to have
maximum information not limited information.
Can 1 ask that this document®s taken down, please. And
we"re going to have a look at another report, please.
Okay .
It is {UCPI1/15694}.
You"ve got a lot of documents in here. A lot of work
has been done.

Yes, it has.
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I haven®t got diaries anything like -- in fact, 1 don"t
even have diaries of these things, so this is a useful
diary of activities I was doing, even if through

the eyes of a policeman.

Mr Corbyn, this is what"s described as an International
Marxist Group and Spartacus League conference.

Yeah. Can I move this screen a bit further forward so
that I can see 1t a bit better? Because the printing on
these things are not -- not really good. Yeah, that"s
better. Okay.

It was held in May 1972.

Okay .

And at the top of page -- sorry, of paragraph 3, which
we can see there, it reads:

"Persons attending the conference were classified as
either Delegate, Consultative Delegate, Observer or
Visitor."

Mm-hm.
And if we just scroll down to the bottom of that

paragraph, please.

Do I scroll -- oh, | see, someone else does. Yeah,
okay.
Thank you.

So we"re to be reading paragraph 3 or 2?

Just 3.
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So what we have there is four categories of people

who attended this conference.

Yeah.

Are you able to recall which category you would have
fallen iInto?

Ah, let"s have a look. So a delegate -- let"s go
through these again.

So you can be a delegate -- oh, here you are, here
you are: delegate, consultative delegate, observer or
visitor. And that was 1972. Actually, | can™t
remember. | don"t think 1 was an observer or visitor,
I was either a delegate or a consultative delegate.
Thank you.

The last sentence of this paragraph reads:

"The last category, Visitor, was any person, not
a full member of either organisation ..."
Yeah.

... who was sympathetic to the politics of

the organisation. Such persons could attend open
sessions only and had no voting rights whatsoever."
Yeah.

Can we take from this, Mr Corbyn, that a member of
the public could have attended this conference but in
that capacity?

Well, they weren®t public conferences. They"d have to

17
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be invited.

Right. Even as a visitor?

Yes. Yes, definitely. It wasn™t advertised as a --
you know, a '"‘come and join in" thing. It is -- 1 think
what would happen is that you -- any of the groups or
any of the part of the IMG, any of the branches, would
have contacts. And they would say to contacts --

you know -- that is people who were showing some sort of
interest in what was going on -- Do you want to come
along to the conference' and "you can be there as an
observer."™ That"s what would happen.

I think, can we also take from that sentence that there
were both closed sessions and open sessions?

Oh yeah. There were iIndeed closed sessions and open
sessions, yes.

So even within the group of people who were present at
the conference, only some could attend closed sessions;
is that right?

Yes, that"s right. |1 mean, it is a bit like the London
boroughs. They have council meetings where they have
closed sessions and open sessions depending on what
they"re talking about.

I see.

So it"s a normal process in a lot of organisations in

the United Kingdom.
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Can we scroll to page 2, please, and paragraph 5 of that
page {UCP1/15694/2}. Thank you.

Halfway through this paragraph, Mr Corbyn, you~ll
see that I think Bob Purdie opened the proceedings.
Ah, 1 remember the name.

He then called for an immediate vote on three items,
the first being the ratification of the fusion of
the IMG with the Spartacus League.

Yes.

That"s a vote that was then carried?

Yeah.

So can we take it from that, Mr Corbyn, that from this
point onwards, the Spartacus League became part of
the IMG?

Yes, that"s right. Well, 1 think the idea was that
the Spartacus League, as a youth section, wasn"t
necessary anymore and one would just have the IMG.
Thank you.

I just want to ask you a couple of other questions
about things that happened at this conference.

Could we move to page 6, please, {UCP1/15694/6%}.
Thank you.

And iIt"s paragraph 24 that we"re interested in.
Okay, that"s a bit small on my screen.

Don*t worry, it will get bigger --

19
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Oh, okay.
-— 1f you just bear with us a moment.

This Is a topic that was raised at the conference.
I"m just going to read it out again:

"Surgitt™s speech reiterated the now standard
clichés of Women®"s Liberation, oppressed women in
society, the struggle for equal rights,
the establishment of the woman as an accepted member of
society and the fight against sexist male chauvinism.
Her speech contained little that was constructive and
confined itself almost entirely to an attack upon
the men at the conference. This attack brought squeals
of delight from most of the other female members of
the audience.™

Mr Corbyn, can you help us with whether that"s an
accurate description of something that happened?

I —— 1 don"t remember. Surgitt of course is a kind of
cover -- a party name, obviously. So 1"m wondering

who -- 1t"s a long time ago -- who that could have been.
There were that sort of thing said, but I think perhaps
that description of it is a bit over the top.

How --

I mean, there were certain, you know, criticisms from
women of the attitudes of men, but it was all in

the context of we all being in the IMG together. But

20
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yeah, those type of things were said, yes. The way that
is put forward perhaps is a bit over the top.
All right.
So far as | remember. 1 mean, you know.
Yes. Well, that"s quite understandable.

Can we move to page {UCP1/15694/4%}, please.

Thank you.

And it"s paragraph 16 1 was just going to ask you
a question about.

It reads as follows:

"The conference ... took fraternal greetings from
a Peruvian member of the FI."

And I think that®s the Fourth International?
Yes, it would be the Forth International.
"His speech ... was brief and delivered through an
interpreter, was exceptionally well received. No doubt
this was due to its revolutionary content for
the speaker called for revolutionary support for
the armed struggles throughout the world such as in
South America and Ireland and contained such stirring
phrases as “the revolution will not be won until Marxist
blood is spilled in the street”. He ended with shouts
of "Viva la revolution®™ and the audience duly rose to
its feet and applauded.”

How seriously were statements like this taken for

21



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

22

the IMG, Mr Corbyn?
Well, 1 mean, there were numbers of statements like
this, but I took them as being -- well, there used to be
this phrase around, the IMG would say, "If you care to
struggle, we will solidarise with you"™. Which would
mean that either the IMG organisation would support --
support: i1t doesn®"t mean endorse everything -- support
many things going on, because they were against world
capitalism, or in particular US imperialism. But if
you"re leading to a thinking, well, because people were
applauding this group whatever they were doing,
therefore the IMG would want to do the same in
the United Kingdom, 1 think that would be a completely
wrong conclusion.
I see.

This document can come down now. Thank you.
Mm-hm.
Mr Corbyn, moving on to the IMG more generally, you"ve
described in your statement that the IMG considered
itself a revolutionary organisation. What was meant, iIn
your mind, by that?
Well, it means that the idea of the IMG and the -- well,
the IMG in particular, would have been that
the capitalist way of running things had to end; and

capitalism was in crisis, and therefore there had to be
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a revolution Into a socialist, or socialistic of some
sort, society, where the open market didn*t determine
how things happened, i1e the strength of different
capitalists didn"t determine how things happened, and
you had a sort of more democratic process. But that"s
what it meant, yes.

The word "revolution' doesn”"t necessarily mean
violence at all. It means a revolutionary change, a big
change, a fundamental change, a change iIn the basic way
in which society was organised.

Did you consider this was -- at the time, I"m interested
in. Did you consider this was likely to happen
immediately, or quickly, or was this a longer term --
Well, I myself, 1 do recall at some point having
discussions with people. So I sort of believed, yeah,
it was all going to happen somewhere within five or ten
years. Now, looking back, 1 think this was just
delusional nonsense, but that"s what 1 thought.

Now, people in the IMG, 1 think they®"d have
a variety of views. Probably most people believed in
a slow sort of process; because we recognised we were an
infFinitesimal group of a few hundred people, and putting
forward ideas which we hoped would catalyse people into
a better understanding of things.

You know, you have to think, in terms of groups on
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the left, "the left"” in the sense used in those days,
the IMG was the one which did a lot of kind of
theoretical work and kind of analysis of the way --
the way world history was -- was developing.

I mean, in terms of any groups promoting violence,
the IMG wasn®"t -- wasn"t that. There were groups out
there maybe which, you know, would have had different
views, but they weren"t -- they weren®t the IMG. 1 was
in the IMG, not in other groups, | mean.

Did the IMG consider that this change should come about
through democratic means or otherwise?

Well, I would say democratic means. | mean, that would
involve demonstrations and protests, but democratic
means, yes. You know, you have trade unions, you have
tenants®™ organisations, you have all sorts of groups
which will bring together people.

You see, to me, in my mind, change is -- involves
numbers, and that is the key. Whereas there will be
some people that might have believed you had to kind of
manipulate situations in a paramilitary fashion. This
wasn*t my view, or, as | understand it, the IMG"s view,
which is why the IMG was the IMG, as opposed to some
other groups, which might have had entirely different
ideas.

Could we have a look please at {UCP1/10944}, please.
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Mr Corbyn -- thank you -- this is a report by
a police officer of a meeting held between the IMG and
a member of the Communist Party of Great Britain.

IT we could scroll down to paragraph 4, please.
Thank you.

Tarig Ali, who no doubt you®ll be familiar with --
Yeah, i1t"s normally pronounced "Tariq Ali".

Sorry, Tariq Ali, spoke at this meeting and said as
follows:

"Tariq Ali then thanked Anthony for coming along to
explain the ideas of the [Communist Party], but added
that he disagreed with the basic concept that Parliament
must survive, since it had shown only too clearly that
it merely represented the interests of big business.
What was needed, he continued, were workers®™ councils
set up during the period of change which followed
the revolution (opposition ideas would be allowed, but
control would remain with the great mass of workers
through their councils).”

Would you have agreed with Mr Ali in advocating for
councils and the abolition of Parliament, Mr Corbyn?
Yes, insofar as the way forward. Yes, | would agree
that you had to have accountability of society run by
the people from below. So you"d have these committees.

Which is obviously modelled in the Russian Revolution
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idea of "soviets'", ie all the people in one area would
represent that area or the interests of the -- of

the workers or trade unionists In that area, and that
would then feed up to a more democratic control.

It doesn"t mean Parliament would disappear
instantly, 1 would say, but you see, Parliament as it is
-— or then certainly -- well, now even more so -- 1is
controlled by external forces, largely. And I don"t
need to tell you that there is a lot of corruption in
modern Parliament and conflicts of interest. And if
conflicts of iInterest were removed from the modern
Cabinet, then it would be an empty room, which would
probably be better.

Anyway, we"re digressing into the now. But, you
see, | think you can understand from the now why then --
and I don"t believe Parliament then was much better, but
probably was a bit better then, Parliament nevertheless,
its function, is essentially to carry out the wishes of
those who have the main controlling interest in modern
society, i1e capitalists of various types.

Mr Corbyn, thank you. Can we take this document down,
please.

Yeah.

One of the officers who reported on you, HN353, whose

cover name was '‘Gary Roberts', has stated that 'the IMG
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were strong on words but in hindsight I think they were
not really likely to act on them™.

Well, yes, that"s true. Well, that"s true of most
politicians, indeed. Although, IMG members didn"t think
of themselves as politicians. Yeah, | think that"s

a fair statement. So they would make big rhetorical
things about revolution and class struggle and
everything, but partly they were, 1 would say,
theoreticist armchair socialists. Perhaps I was one of
those at the time, although I was always very keen on
activity and talking to people and communicating, and
getting people involved in demonstrations of various
sorts against injustices of the time, like the Irish
issues, the various workers® struggles going on, tenants
issues, housing issues, and so forth.

well, we"ll come on to some of those --

Yes, of course.

-— Mr Corbyn.

I think 1t"s right that you later, in 1972, became
the organiser for the Notting Hill branch of the IMG
rather than the Spartacus League?

Correct, yes, because the Spartacus League then had
disappeared anyway, so -- or had been merged, so yes.
And these meetings again took place at your home

address; is that right?
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Yes, they did, generally speaking.
And we can see an example of one of these reports. Can
we bring up {UCP1/8948%}.
You"ve done a lot of work to get all these things
together, 1™"m impressed, because 1 couldn®t remember all
this stuff.
This, again, you see In paragraph 2, that"s the same
address in Rendle Street, so your home address?
Yes.
IT we turn to page 4 of this document, {UCP1/8948/4}%,
and just zoom in on the middle -- if we just scroll down
a little, please. Thank you.

This is a document that 1 think you prepared?
Ah, did 1 indeed?
That has been appended to the report.
So that must have been my typewriter at the time, okay.
What 1"m interested in, Mr Corbyn, is this is
a prospectus for --
I"m going close to the screen to have a look. There"s
some sort of -- oh, okay. What"s that "of the ..."7?
I think 1t reads:

"The initial plan -- adopted by
the working group after many discussions -- was to
undertake the following activities ..."

Okay .
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So what 1"m interested in, Mr Corbyn, is what

the Notting Hill branch of the IMG were doing with their
time.

Yes.

The first is "Red Circle™.

Yeah.

Can you just tell us briefly what Red Circle was,
please?

Yeah, Red Circles were public events which were
advertised, and it involved people sitting around in

a circular fashion in a room, usually a hired room above
a pub, and it would have speakers along on issues of our
time. Like, a speaker would come along about Vietnam,
for example; a speaker would come along about

the miners® strike. Although then there wasn"t

a miners”" strike, but there were later on. A speaker
might come along about the situation in students --

I see.

So they were quite lively discussion groups, completely
open to the public. So you®d give all leaflets, people
would come along, and you would talk.

And the second thing we can see is "Mole Sales". That

I think might be a reference to Red Mole, the IMG --
Correct, that was the Red Mole sales. And we sold those

often i1in Portobello Road on what is now Portobello
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Green, a place I was visiting only a few days ago
campaigning for my election as Mayor of London, and
other candidates from for the Let London Live campaign.
The third thing we can see mentioned is '""People”s
Association™. Could you just help us what that was, if
you can?

Yes, yes, yes. 1 think this referred to what

I mentioned earlier about Red Defence. The people®s
association 1 think was some IMG contact, whose name
escapes me, wanted to have sort of grassroots community

things which would kind of become community police, to

prevent the police, or -- or as an alternative to
the police In their sometimes racist -- well, often --
normally, 1 would say, racist approach to the area. And

there was a people®s association set up by these guys,
who were not IMG members but were sympathisers,
I suppose.
And --
And i1t says ""the PA collapsed in October™. Yeah,
I remember that, but I don"t know why it collapsed. It
might have been that the principal people moved out,
I don®t know.
When they say "intervention ... was successful",
I think that meant that people had listened to what we"d

said and, you know, the organisation, the people®s
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association managed to make some impact on its
alternative policing ideas. But clearly it didn"t last.
Were these associations controlled or run by the IMG, or
were they --
No.
-— entirely separate?
No, no. | remember the guy. |1 can sort of almost
picture him in my mind. No, he was an interesting guy
and would -- you know, said he was doing these things,
would we help and join in. So we did. It was --
I would say the IMG"s role was essentially supportive.

I would say, it"s important to understand the IMG
did often support things without trying to control.
I mean, whereas some other revolutionary groups were
only into control. And I do remember the phrase "'We
should set up a support committee for this" or "'support
committee for that', you know, some strike or protest,
you know, that sort of thing.
Just, finally, the last thing that was on there -- we"ve
just lost it -- but it was the Claimants Union. What
was the IMG®s involvement in the Claimants Union?
I think again it was supportive. You see,
the Claimants Union then was just people who were
claiming benefits and were not getting their just

benefits, so they would form together and put pressure
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on the -- the social security offices.

No, 1 remember some of the activists there, who were
-- they weren®t IMG members but they were very dedicated
-— dedicated people.
Was the IMG involved in the Claimants Union, or just
members thereof?
Well, In a supportive way. It says there, "initial work
totally unproductive™. 1 don"t -- I don"t really
remember all the details, but It"s something about their
anarco-hippy blah blah blah. 1 don"t know. But there
were some good people involved in the Claimants Union.
That®"s in my personal assessment. But they were really
into one thing, that is making sure people got their
benefits, rather than wider issues, | think.
Could we just turn to the first page of this document,
please, {UCP1/8948}, and paragraph 5, when we get there.
Thank you.

Now, this is the report of the officer who has
appended the document we"ve just looked at. And
the officer®s written:

"The meeting then moved to item eight on the agenda,
a discussion on the perspectives document, produced by
Piers Corbyn, on the proposed merger of the Notting Hill
and West London IMG groups. [In that document ... Corbyn

used various coded initials in many instances,
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the document happened to fall into the hands of
Special Branch.™

Then the officer goes on to say:

"(An appendix giving the identification of

the majority of such coded initials is attached ...)."
Okay -
To your memory -- the best of your memory, Mr Corbyn,

did you use coded initials when preparing documents like
that?

Yes, yes, that was the norm in the IMG. The theory was
that if you had these coded initials or party names,
then the Special Branch, if they were around
infiltrating, or anyone who got these documents,
wouldn®"t know who was what. However, of course,

the Special Branch were infiltrating us anyway, so they
knew everything.

A bit like modern mobile phones: people might be
trying to keep themselves secret, but frankly, you know,
if Bill Gates wants to know what you said yesterday, he
can find out.

How concerned were you as a group about material like
this?
Well, 1 took it seriously, to —-- to use these party

names, or —-- or initials. Although, sometimes

33
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I couldn®t remember who was who myself. So then maybe
rather than a party name, 1°d put some initials, which
then people would know, you know, what -- if "PC" was
down there, it might stand for Piers Corbyn. Although
I had a different party name, which was not "PC".

Your party name, | think, was "Annual', wasn"t?

It was. 1 think I had more than one party name. Most
people started off with one or another. But I was
called "Annual™, yes, yes.

I think there is a report, which we don"t need to bring
up, which confirms that.

Yes, it came from a nickname in a -- in an

NUS conference. |1 was described as a "hardy annual™
that always turned up. And actually, if you think
about it, it should be a perennial. But anyway, that
became my party name because the general public
considered me a sort of an annual person who turned up
to every National Union OF Students conference there
was.

Just so that we can understand how widely used this was,
did you know, for instance, the real names of most of
the members of your local branch of the IMG?

Oh yes, yes. 1 would know them by their real names and
have to try and remember their party names at times,

and, you know, it might have given the impression that

34
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all these organisations were twice as big as they were,
but anyway, that"s ...
Thank you. And this report can come down now.

How concerned, can you remember, were the IMG
leadership about surveillance and possible infiltration?
Oh, 1 think they took it seriously. Although possibly,
looking back, to an extent, It was something which made
members feel part 