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This arrest of an SDS field officer will have done no harm
to his standing amongst his 'comradest,

{a) PA with similar corres, in SDS office.
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Special Branch

17th January 1984

MEMORANDUM

Chief Superintendent 'S' Sguad

1. On Friday 13th January, 1984, Detective Constablel i a Special
Demonstration Squad Officer working under the assumed name of Michael HARTLEY
within the Revolutionary Communist Group (RCG), was arrested by police from
Highbury Vale Police Station for illegal bill posting.

P

2. The circumstances were that D N12and i Privacy | unemployed of
i Privacy i an RCG ‘comrade', had been directed

by committee memberd oif the RCG "Tront™ organisation Irish Solidarity Movement,
to afix posters on appropriate premises in Holloway Road N19 (a2 normal ac€ivity
for a group of this nature) advertising a forthcoming "Week of Action" concerning
informers in Ireland. At 8. 30 pm that evening PC Esa- and PC Esb- on

pasting posters to a hoarding in Holloway Road, N19.
arrested, taken to Highbury Vale Police Station and cnarged with ”%haE you did
on Friday 13th January, 1984, afix a posting bill at Holloway Road N19, without
the consent of the owner - contrary to Section 54(10) Metropolitan Police

Act, 1839."

3. Both were detained in individual cells until bailed at 11.05 pm to appear
the following morning at Highbury Corner Magistrates' Court.

by the arresting Offlcer,
personally monitor the proceedings. Accordingly I was present when DC'
0 anacy'appeared at Highbury Corner Magistrates' Court at 10 am on Saturday luth

January, 1984. Both pleaded 'guilty' and were fined £5 each.

5. In my opinion, it can be concluded that this matter has been resolved
satisfactorily without prejudice to Special Demonstration Squad operations in

this particular field, which reflects credit upon the officer concerned. Although
an unwelcome experience, the episode has done much to reinforce his position
within this particular group of committed 'revolutionaries’

N.D. Short
Chief Ins
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1. We have discussed this case.

to his nose. An "1n~ur,\ on é‘u‘ty” report has been subml‘rted.

3. I have discussed with Commander Maybenks of A8 whether the
arresting officer should be meen and given enough information to
prevent his making some rémark to DC iH at Court which might
compromise the latter's cover. ‘ i

L. We came to the conclusion that it would be better if the
arresting officer were not told anything because (z) he might still
inadvertently let =lip some damaging remark either at the Court or
afterwards and (b) the arresting officer might feel that there was
an implied criticism of his action in making the arrest which given
the delicacy of the situatlion, would be an undesirable feeling to
be left in the mind of a uniformed officer dealing with such
demonstrations.

It bas been established that the officer concerned is_ =~

1131 Hho did serve at the same station as DCI 3: some- 14.
L-Zteight years ago vt on a different relief. The two men were on

_ epeaking terms but not particularly close friends. _I% is also the,

| case that PC QOnly assisted in the arrest of | i
"eomrade™; 1tTwo other police officers being the arresting o;f‘flcers. -

7 I shall ‘cherefore instruet DCI Craft,

in a‘l the dei‘endants as" it were a routlne case of lnteres‘b to qB
‘I‘hus it will be more like]y that if any of the officers have suspicions

JContdeiviiiiiiiann.,

ME. [p.T.0.
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1. (Contd).

. This is the second ocoasion that DC{ HN13 ihas heen injured! 21 ;
on a demongtration, having received a blow on the head during the
recent "Lewlisham Confrontation". FHis morale remains high and he is
happy to continue his undercover activities within the CPE(M-T.)

for the fime being and his receni arrest and injuries will have added
to his credence with that organisation. He will attempt to maintain

a lower profile on demonstrations but there remaing the possibility

of further arrest. This is a risk which must be weighed against

the need for information about this viclent group.
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