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Commander 'Ops' to see, please

This visit by C.I.! 111129P4 land D.I.03ride was,'the4eed by.ae..

is clear that Box 500 were merely putting'eut 'feeders to-:ete how we

'Jould re-act to their mounting an_olperation of the kind discussed. C.I.! HN294 !

: J, quite rightly, non-corndta1-04 we 0001 no doubt receive a more direct

roach should Box decide to go ahead.

,

1. You will wish to be aware of this initial move by MIS to increase

their intelligence coverage of the extreme left 
[6,

especially because they will be entering the same political areas as those

covered by Sb's Special Demonstration Squad.

2. MIS are, of course, fully entitled to adopt this policy, but I feel

it will take them some time to become operationally effective. MIS do, 

of course, receive copies of intelligence reports produced by the Special - 1

Demonstration Squad but they do not know the identities of officers or the

precise areas in which they are working, and in this newly developing '-

situation, subject to any comment you may wish to,make, 1. hall ensure

that senior officers here are everrelore protective of the'work of the SDS

to ensure that any operation by MIS which goes wrong does not expose police

officers to personal risk or potential embarrassment. In particular, I
propose to limit further the opportunities-MI5 may have for personal ---

contact with supervising officers in charge of the SDS.

3. MIS have been completely frank in warning us of what is proposed and ,
we cannot object. I shall, however, have:developments closely watched

nU alert 4$ if our interests are threatened. -
,

4. On the specific point made by MIS at tBf of paragraph 3 concerning s.

,„.
,
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On Wednesday 9th January 1974 I received an invite
o call in at Box 500 premises in Creat Marlborough FA., W.1,

to"discuss recent developments of mutual interest" and at
11.30 am on 10th January, 1974, accompanied with D.I. Brice
did.

2. Present were and 1 Box
500, D.I. Brice and myself. {I-, said that a new Box 500
section 'F.6' had been formed to be responsible for I intelligence from

the field of extremist politics to the left of the
Communist Party i .e . trotskyists , maoists , anarchists, the
alternative society etc. and whilst he would be grateful for

s si.111111111_21 we could provide him with
-- he was at this time more concerned with acquainting me of a

ecent Box 500 decision concerning intelligence gathering
above mentioned field.

anticipated ifi.1
that if the project was: successful it might entail assisting he
extremists to some degree in the furtherance of tf!-ir plans.
The impression I had was, that had beon -lthorised tor
make atfeasibility study' of the scheme and he -ndeavouring
to ascertain (a) whether the experience of the .- . . would

lich ae of value and ava0able to him in the*etting—,1:
(b) *he likely attitude of police i f

cameinto conflict with the law either as accessories to offences
planned and executed by the extremists_ or in connection with the
formation of LU

4. It ought to be emphasised that did not pose
the questions as directly as I have stated them but raised them
obliquely in the course of corneral conversation on the 'alternative
society'
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MEI
plies therefore were similarly indirect

-
any coiiA N ,

jve Box 500 - to assist their
would be freely

•

at Offic01, Were precluded I:)y Rome'
N Office instructions from any action likely
to invite an accusation of their being
'agents provocateurs' and Special Branch,,'-" -
informants4ere similarly reetricte N '

nOi askect tend needless to
'Branch to any ape cattitude on the
,
ipated that if B decide oc-,
„ oh wi4 be made -

poeitive aPproa
is per se of great significance and it might, just possibly, be

successful. In which case it could be ,ip the Branch's interests's,-

:22 •

s T did
matter.-,:li can bSN. . -• •

eed witli!tt aJC•offiCial NN N-
Bra, • •-
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2 is that
Box 500

pears -4-Tepresent a more---'
oViaids intelligence gathering it
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