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Trotskyism

Trotskyists, unlike communists or maoists, have no association
with, and owe no allegiance to, any other foreign country;
are essentially international in outlook.

they

The fact that trotskyists

have had little or no success in establishing even the basis of
their aims has resulted in an almost obsessive indulgence in fine
theoretical differences and sterile discussion, which has led to
a series of damaging splits within almost all groups.

Those

advances that are made are generally inflated out of all proportion
in a torrent of propaganda and for this reason it must be remembered
that, whilst the total number of trotskyists in this country numbers
only one-third of the aard carrying membership of the Communist
Party, they are seldom out of the public eye.

Whilst the International Socialists suffered the greatest
degree of internal dissension during the year, beset as it was
with membership and financial difficulties, it can also claim to
have organised the most successful trotskyist-inspired event of
1976, namely the "Right to Work" march that took place from
27 February to 210 March.

The event was organised by the Right to

Work Camoaixn, formed during the latter part of last year by the
rank and file group of IS with the object of protesting against
cuts in public expenditure, wage restraint and unemployment,
issues which are all cornerstones of IS policy. John DEASON, a
full-time IS Central Committee member, remains the leader of the
campaign and it was under his direction that the march from
Manchester to London got underway on 27 February. The journey
to London was uneventful and took place in an atmosphere almost
devoid of publicity in the national press.

However, the frustration

felt by the marchers at the lack of interest in their cause
manifested itself in violence on 19 March when the group became
involved in clashes with police at Staples Corner, West Hendon,
resulting in 43 police officers being injured and 44 demonstrators
being arrested.

A smaller but more disciplined protest took
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place during September when the R

C organised a march from London

to Brighton to lobby delegates to the Trades Union Congress that
was taking place there.

From the outset, the organisers of this

particular protest were besieged with problems;

there were many

internal arguments between the IS organisers and other left-wing
bodies wishing to take part and financial backing was very restricted.
The one feature of the march was that a large number of the
participants were very young, and in an effort to capitalise on
this potentially new source of membership the IS were quick to
form the Socialist Worker Youth Movement, with recruitment aimed
mainly at school students, although the subsequent increase in
membership was greater within the main organisation than in the
Youth Movement.

The first issue of the SWYM publication "Fight",

printed and published by the IS-owned SW Litho Ltd, Cottons Gardens,
E2, appeared during October, although its content and format were
singularly lacking in quality and presentation.

It remains to be

seen whether or not the new youth wing of the IS will be able to
participate fully in demonstrations supported by the parent
organisation, but obviously the question of finance will be a major
factor in deciding the issue.

The question of "racialism" has received much publicity of
late ara racial incidents during the second half of the year enabled
supporters of the ultra-left to exploit immigrants' fears of what
they saw as a lessening of restraint by the white community.

The

International Socialists have been at the forefront of this activity,
although their success in this field has been strictly limited and
they have so far only been able to generate a basis of support
amongst the younger, more militant immigrants to whom the IS policy
of violent confrontation with authority would no doubt appeal.
The frustration felt within the organisation over its lack of
success in recruiting coloured persons was reflected in March when
Privacy
then the IS black organiser, was sacked because
of her failure to generate interest among black workers and the
unemployed.

She subsequently moved to Southall, accompanied by
a small group of ex-1S members and formed Socialist Fight, to
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combine political and community activity in the area.

In October

it was learned that the organisation would produce a monthly
journal called "SAMAJ", printed in English and Urdu.

IS opposition

to extreme right-wing groups continued unabated during the year,
P-rd the organisation was instrumental in setting up new "anti-

fascist" groups in various parts of the country, including several
in London.

Frequent confrontations took place between IS supporters

and members of the National Front, many of them occurring at the
latter's weekly meeting place at Brick Lane, El, and it was only
the presence of a strong contingent of uniformed police officers
on each occasion that prevented any serious violence from breaking
out.

Whilst the International Socialists claim to have formed
the spearhead of the fight against racialism and specifically the
National Front, it was felt that public protest alone lid not
provide a sufficiently strong platform for their campaign, and in
September it was decided to field election candidates standing
as members of the Socialist Worker Party, in an effort to generate
support for their campaign amongst a wider section of the working
class.

The first two SWP candidates contested by-elections on

4 November. At Newcastle Central, where fewer than 10,000 electors
participated, the SWP candidate secured 184 votes, whilst at Walsall
North the IS representative gained only

574 votes out of a total

poll exceeding 37,000, more than 2,000 votes less than the National
Front candidate.

However, with participation in elections now a

central part of the IS strategy of building a rank and file movement,
the organisation has stated its intention of fielding some

50

candidates at the next General Election although financial
considerations are likely to prove a formidable obstacle.

The very nature of the trotskyist doctrine encourages
detailed discussion and criticism within the group, and it was.
this policy, together with an abject refusal by the leadership
to implement any change which led to the formation of the
International Communist League.

Launched at a public meeting in
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January, the League is an amalgam of the Workers Fight Group, who
were expelled from IS in 1971, Workers Power, a part of the IS
Opposition faction, most of whom were expelled from the organisation
in October 1975, and a group of former members of the Nottingham
Branch of the Workers Revolutionary Party.

Led by national secretary

Sean MATGAMNA, it was hoped that the trotskyist convictions and
aims that they held in common would have been sufficient to
promote a viable fusion, and that their differences could be
satisfactorily settled by healthy debate.
was, however, ill-founded.

This early optimism

Inevitably a clash occurred between

those members who favoured a policy of activity within industry,
and those who wished to follow a course towards "entrism" into the
Labour Party and the Labour Party Young Socialists, with the result
that a damaging split occurred in the League during September.
Since the split, the ICL weekly journal "Workers Action" has
dropped to a circulation level of only 2,400 copies, which is below
the sales figure required for the League to recoup its expenditure
on publication.

Elsewhere the International Socialists gave support to the
Medical Committee Against Private Practice, the National Abortion
Campaign, the Confederation of Iranian Students (National Union),
the Cy_priot Defence Campaign and the Liberation Brazil Committee
which organised opposition to the State Visit of the President of
the Republic of Brazil during his four day visit in May.

The International Marxist Group again experienced a difficult
year marked by internal wrangling, falling membership and lack of
funds.

It is the smallest of the three main trotskyist groups

with a current membership of some 650 persons and remains the British
counterpart of the international trotskyist organisation, the United
Secretariat of the Fourth International.

It is organised in such

a way as to permit the existence within the organisation of groups
whose views may differ on certain points from the accepted view
of the parent body.

Such groups are known as "tendencies" of which

there are currently three within the DIG, and it was the existence
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of these dissident factions that contributed mainly to the confusion
that was apparent amongst the rank and file members during the year.
In an effort to provide a greater sense of unity and purpose amongst
its members, the leadership decided to re-organise and re-designate
the "tendencies", and this task was duly completed at the group's
annual conference held from 29 May to 1 June.

The result of

this change however, had the opposite effect as it served merely
to exacerbate an already confused situation, with its consequent
effect on membership figures and attendance at meetings.

In spite of its internal difficulties the IMG found it possible
to preserve its influence within the Right to Work Campaign and
it maintained a presence at most of the RWC activities held throughout
the year.

The Group was also instrumental in forming the National

Co-Ordinating Committee Against the Cuts, with the object of rallying
support to protest against the government's proposed cuts in expenditure
on the National Health Service, and on 25 April approximately 800
supporters of this body, far fewer than had been expected, demonstrated
in Central London.

Elsewhere the IMG was active in the student and

"anti-fascist" field and through the medium of its journal "Red
Weekly" became actively involved in publishing details concerning
the activities of alleged CIA officials in this country.

Through

the guise of the Working Womensl Charter Groun the IMG involved
itself closely in the ultimPtely successful five-month strike by
fmale workers at Trico-Folberth Ltd, Great West Road, Brentford,
in securing equal pay with male colleagues.

The varying nature of these issues epitomises the problems
currently facing the IMG, which has always seen itself as the elite
organiser of effective large-scale protest.

Its failure to find

a sufficiently emotive issue upon which to demonstrate effectively
has led to the group losing ground to other trotskyist bodies,
a trend which, if not reversed, does not auger well for its future.

The Workers Revolutionary Party, with its somewhat exAggerated
claim to a membership figure of 6,000 (including the Youth Wing,
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the Your, Socialists and the Industrial Wing, the All Trades Union
Alliance) remains the largest and most affluent trotskyist group in
this country.

It maintained its authoritarian attitude during

the year and remained reluctant to involve itself in any broadbased activity with other trotskyist groups, which it holds in
low regard.

This insularity was nowhere better illustrated than

in the Party's inability to gather anything but a modicum of
support from ultra-left groups over its continued pre-occupation
with what has now become colloquially known as the "Red House Raid"
of 1975, when police in Derbyshire executed a search warrant at the
WRP "Education Centre" at White Meadows, Derbyshire.

The WRP began the year with its daily newspaper "Workers
Press" in serious financial straits, and the demise of the journal
during February was not altogether unexpected.

The Party's autocratic

leader Gerry HEALY had for some time been dissatisfied with the
newspaper over what he considered to be the "obstructive" attitude
of the printers, Plough Press (most of whose members belonged
to the National Graphical Association and not the WRP), and the
high cost of printing in London.

However, the final decision to

cease publication was forced upon him by his Party's inability
to repay the second instalment of a £50,000 loan that was due on
1 February and Plough Press therefore went into liquidation, with
staff being made redundant at only one day's notice.

?MALY subsequently

transferred the WRP's printing activities to Runcorn, Cheshire,
and ensured that only full Party members were re-employed by the
new company.

Thus he cancelled the outstanding debt, cut production

costs and ensured tighter security at a stroke.

The new WRP daily

newspaper "News Line" was launched on 1 May with the revised format
in an attempt to broaden it

appeal and increase Party membership.

However, the low initial sales of the paper, coupled with the
purchase of very expensive printing and communications equipment
placed considerable strain on WRP finances and prompted a visit
to Libya during May by a three-man delegation, seeking financial
backing from Colonel QADDAFI.

Although the delegation was

enthusiastically received, it is doubtful whether the £50,000
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they were seeking will ever be forthcoming in total, and it is not,
as yet, known if any Libyan money has actually found its way
into the WRP coffers.

In return the Party has pledged its unswerving

support for the Palestine Liberation Organisation and other proArab factions involved in the Lebanese Civil War, a decision which
has not endeared it to other trotskyist organisations seeking, so
far unsuccessfully, to involve the WRP in campaigns against "racialism"
and "fascism".

Since the Libyan talks a marked increase in Party

activity has been noted, aimed almost entirely at promoting the
Palestinian cause.

The Party's attitude towards the Irish problem has recently
become clearer.

Whereas the WRP had always voiced its opposition

to the 3ritish presence in Northern Ireland, it refused to lend
its support to any opposition that was not based on acceptable
marxist ideology.

However, the actress Vanessa REDGRAVE, a WRP

Central Committee member, was present in an "official" capacity
during November at the funeral of Marie DRUMM, a one-time leading
member of Provisional Sinn Fein who was murdered on 28 October
whilst in hospital.

This contrasts strongly with the public

reprimand REDGRAVE received from Gerry FEATY in 1973 for offering
to stand surety for Marion and Dolores PRICE, and obviously
presents a new trend in WRP policy towards the question of Northern
Ireland.

The Youth Wing of the WRP, the Young Socialists are held
in high regard by T1R4LY who sees them as the generation which
will eventually lead the proletariat to power. 'Whilst nominally
a separate organisation, they acted largely in support of their
parent body during the year, and their only independent activity
consisted of the organisation of social functions and meetings
in an effort to attract new members.

During the early part of the year, the Party moved its
headquarters from Clapham High Street to the old Plough Press
offices at 21b Old Town, Clapham.

Mike BANDA replaced Gerry MEALY
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as General Secretary of the Party during April, leaving the latter
free to concentrate on cadre training.

Despite this seeming

change of leadership, HRALY still remains the real head of the
organisation and the "power behind the throne".

The principle of "entrism" is classically trotskyist and
consists of working under cover in an organisation, political
party or industrial concern in order to influence and ultimately
The tactic was first highlighted last

control its policies.

year when attempts were made by the clandestine Revolutionary
Socialist League to oppose the re-adoption of Labour's Minister
of Overseas Development, Reg PRENTICE as Parliamentary member
for the Newham North-East constituency.

Since then the RSL has

Changed its name to the Militant Tendency and with approximately
1 ,000 members and 80 branches distributed throughout the country
controls the National Organisation of Labour Students and maintains
considerable influence over the Labour Party Young Socialists,
the youth wing of the Labour Party.

Despite the adverse publicity

their activities attract, the Militants persist in pursuing their
aim, and through obtaining control of constituency labour parties
have succeeded in threatening the positions of an estimated 12
Members of Parliament.

Perhaps the Tendency's most controversial

success during the year was in securing the appointment of Andy
BEVAN, one of its members, to the post of National Youth Organiser
of the Labour Party.

Being a clandestine organisation, the

Militant Tendency, ”rlike many of its brothers, does not take to
the streets on demonstrations in its own name and as such cannot
at present be regarded as a threat to public order.

Other trotskyist groups which came to notice during the
year include the Revolutionary Communist Group, which is primarily
concerned with trotskyist theory rather than activity.

Led by

ex-IS member David YAFFE, the group suffered a split during December
when YAllit ousted approximately half the membership after a
disagreement concerning RCG policy towards South Africa.

The

dissident faction, numbering some 30 persons, then formed itself
into the Revolutionary Communist Tendency.
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The Workers League., an amalgam of about 150 dissident
International Socialists previously known as the IS Opposition
remained fairly quiet during the year and the Workers Socialist
League, formed in 1974 by Alan THORNETT after his expulsion from
the WRP, is now thought to number no more than 40 persons in
London.
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Anarchism and Neo-Anarchism

Anarchist groups in London remained generally quiet during
the year, due partly to their inability to bridge the gap between
ideology and any kind of effective action, and partly to their
noticeable attempts over the past year to present a more respectable
image.

Anarchist ideas have suffered in reputation from the

criminal activities of groups such as the Angry Bri,gade and the
Barer-Meinhof

Group, and there are currently no personalities

in the anarchist field of sufficient standing to persuade the
present student generation that anarchist principles have any
relevance to today's political problems.

Current anarchist thought can be divided into two factions;
those who advocate 'libertarian communism', being a form of
communism which emphasises personal liberty, and those who believe
that

archism and communism do not mix, preferring to rely on

individual action to develop closer links with anarchists abroad.
These elements are difficult to locate and assess in terms of
strength, and they tend to operate in pressure groups such as
claimants unions and squatter groups, where some of their
revolutionary zeal is dissipated dealing with mundane domestic
matters and associating with more moderate individuals.

The largest anarchist group continues to be the Anarchist
Workers Association, which adheres to the principle of 'libertarian
communism'.

Led by Ramsay MARGOLIS and Nicholas HEATH, the

group numbers about 100 supporters and has six branches, two of
which are in the Metropolis - namely the North London and South
London branches, and efforts are currently being made to form a new
West London group.

Little public activity was forthcoming from

the AWA during the year,
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: The AWA has also given its aupport
the Fare Fight Campaign, and currently publishes
two papers,
"Anarchist Worker" and the "Libertarian Communist
Revue".
By comparison, the Anarchist Black Cross remai
ns the most
potentially dangerous of all anarchist factions,
as it advocates
individual acts of violence by its members.
Led by Stuart CHRISTIE
and Albert MELTZER, the group maintains links
with arerchist
movements abroad, and regularly publishes its
monthly magazine,
"Black Flag", which has a circulation of about
1,000 copies,
although it boasts a "hard-core" of only 100
members. Outside
London, the main area of support lies at
Glasgow. Although the
group's views do not usually manifest thems
elves in public protest,
they have recently joined the Anarchist Worke
rs Association in
proclaiming support for the Murray Defence
Group.
It is rare for anarchists to involve thems
elves in industrial
disputes or trade union matters, but the
one group with a particular
interest in this field remains Big Flame,
the revolutionary socialist
group. Although the organisation does not
owe allegiance to any
particular subversive group, it has links
with the International
Socialists and the Workers Revolutionary
Party, and as a constituent
member of the Troops Out Movement attem
pted to challenge the trotskyist
TOM leadership by reconstituting its Londo
n-Ireland Commission during
August. Big Flame is known to favour
a policy of Shop-floor agitation,
leading to workers' control, and in
this respect it has made a
specific study of the Ford Motor Company at
Dagenham. Throughout
the year Big Flame has shown a stead
y increase in membership, and
shows every sign of increasing its strength
and influence amongst
disaffected anarchists, although it
does not, as yet, pose any.
particular public order problems in
London.
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The once fashionable pastime of squatting continues to
receive attention from anarchists, although they are often pre—empted
by more moderate people who view such activity as a temporary
answer to the housing problem.

Proposals announced during the year

by the Law Commission to erAist a new law concerning the offence of
"criminal trespass" were predictably greeted with howls of
anguish from the left, leading to the resurrection of the hitherto
virtually moribund Campaign Against a Criminal Trespass Law.
Whilst the organisation is not thought to be a front for any
extremist organisation, it has been gaining ground and is now
supported by several trade unions, Members of Parliament and various
law centres throughout the country.

On 28 February approximately

1,600 supporters of CACTL staged a peaceful demonstration in
Central London, which included Piers CORBYN, representing "Elgin
Avenue Squatters".

It is known that CACTL proposes to take some

form of direct action if and when a law concerning criminAl trespass
is passed by Parliament;

doubtless such action would be timed to

coincide with the day on which any proposed legislation were to
become law.

Other anArchist groups which come to notice during the year
included the Confederation of British Anarchists, which held its
inaugural conference at Warwick University on 14 February.

Its

headquarters are located at the Freedom Collective, 84B Whitechapel
High Street, El, premises which are also used by the Federation
of London Anarchists, whose main activity recently has been to
campaign on behalf of Noel and Marie MURRAY.

The Central London

Anarchist Group also came to notice by virtue of its regular
Sunday night meetings at the Roebuck Public House, Tottenham Court
Road, Wl, although it was publicly inactive.
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