Iattach a Ncte of the ad hoc meeting of
Ministers om the subject ¢f Demongtrations and
Student Unzest, held on Morday, 16%h Septembor.

I am sending cogies of this letter, and of the
. Note, to Maiiland, Cubbon, Corraack, Hardyman and

 Dieynond; 2nd alce to Weaver at the Depariment of

Education and Sciance.
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- I\‘OTE o"‘ a“?.sieatin.g ha-ld. et 10 Downing Street, S5.7.1., on
HONDAT, 16th SEPTENBER, 1968 at 12,15 p, 1,

FRESENT

Prime Mirnd ster

Secretary of State for Foreign Affalrs
Secretary of State for the Home Bspartment
Socretary of Btats for Seotlund

Sacretary of Etate for Education end 3eience
Sporelary of State for Wales

L ARBOPRESENT e e e

¥r. T. Weaver, Department of Bdueatlon end Scisnca

SECEETARTAT

8ir Burke Trond
Kr, D, Hsation

The Neeting considered a Nota by the Home Seorstary on Demonstrations,
dated 10th Sepiember, and & Note by the Cabinet Dffice on Student Unrest,
dated 9th Sepbember.

THE HOME SECHETARY said that the demonstration plammed for
26th-27th Ocbober was not primarily a student affedir, though the
crganisers would rely heavily on student support. Among the large number
of reasoneble and estenticlly peaceful protesters wouléd be a hard cors of
agitators anmd militants, who wanited violencs and would saesle o provelke
the police into responding with viclence. HNevertheless it would ha
undesirable, even if it wers practicable, to try te pravent the
demonstration or merch taking placs. The behaviouy of the poiiau on
racent ooccasions had enhanced their standing and inerenscd publio
confidence in them. On this cooesion, a5 long as they avcided UINECEESATY
violenes, they would Forfeit the synpeatbly of nelther the crﬁ.‘l.riar_!.r
demonatrator nor the general public, Indsed tc the public it was the
demenstrators who would be on trisl, end Af there was a punch-up it ves
they who would forfelt public sympathy. The organisers wers n mixed lot,
meny of them fairly woolly-minded, snd it would be @ifficwlt to hold them
respeneible for the acblons of small groups which might geb out of control.
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The police proposed, however, t0 cell them in and agree upod the routs
for the msrch, which would have fo be one which weuld not cause undue

dislocetion of traffis, ox undus inconvenisnce to people who &id nok

., wizh o’ demonstrabs and who slsc hal rights. Atrvangements would ba

"mads to prohibit the entry 4o this country of those with 2 record of

violenee in other countries, The poliece would also arranga toa search
gr‘oug-aﬂ(e.g. conch-londs) of fomonsbrators on their woy into Londen, to
make sure They wers nob carrying offensive weapons. In general, polioce
powars wers idsguate Cor thls purpose, though consideratlon would have
to ba given to the treatment of such items ss merbles and ball-baarings
for use in oatepults and metal peles on placards and banners, nud to the
peried for which those found to be sarrying offensive weapons could be
detalned. The attitude of the couris was sriticael, and when %he House

- roeagsembled he propossd -to teke a further opporbunidy te-remind mpgiatretes -

of the need to impose adequate penaliies on those brought befors the
courts on charges arising sut of vislent demonstrations.

Senwdng up the dlscussion whlch followed, THE PRIME MINISTER said
the police could be relied upon o show restraint at the 27th October
demonstration, as they had befors, Bub the Government had a duty to
ensure that isclatsd policemen wers nobt unnecessarily exposed to violent
attacks, vhich mipght well cause a backlash, as in the United States.

The powars of the pollce seemsd adeguate flor the present, though the
Home Secretary hadl indicated certain matters into which he would 1liks to
enquire further, At o later dete, it might be appropriate to songider
whether the law neoded tightening, partioularly with e view to making it
oealar o dosl with tltna:‘;gguggnapirm?: to promote viclence. Miniaters
had alspo expressed concern pb the irresponsible be]u.wiéur of televiaion
teams on & mumber of oceasions, and It would be right Tor the Home
Secretery Lo tglk te Lord Hill and Lord Aylsotona on this matter and fo
invite their coopecration,

The Heeting -

(1} Tock note, with approval, of the Prime Hinister's
summing up of this part of the dlsocusslon.
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On the gensrsl question of student unrest, THE SECRTTARY OF STATE
FOR ETUCATION AMD SCIRMCE said thobt it was necessery to &stingulsh

betwosn the gonuine gricvences which many studentia undoubtedly felt, and
“on which they Had a 1l 6 ilekd bhesigelves lisard, and the problin of

law and order bo whioh student femonstretions gave rise. GSome of the
recsfit troudla hed been caused by jurdor members of the staff, who were
of much the same age as the students, sud imbued with the seme sort of
sonse of grievance. The legel position was that non—violent demonatrators
on universkiy and colloge premisses were trespassers, but in practice

could probebly not be removed by foree, The police were undersiandably
reluctant to interfere on private property, unless violence or dmage

wara threatoned. The umiversity and colloge aubthoriiics swished to deal
with student demonsirations themselves, without Govermment inberferencs,

U tnd s e¥ies of Wéetings had bEen arringed to take place within the mext T

fow days: bebtween reprosentatives of Vies Chansellors and of Loosl
Bdusntion Authorities; between Wice Chancellors and the Notional Union
of Students; and bebween Losel Eduontion Authorities and the Haticnal
Union of 8tudents, From theso discussions a mors concerted polioy ought
to energe. In the last resori, however, each onse was o mottar Ton
Individnal judgment.

In the discussion which followed, there was general agracnent bhat
Frovided student demonslrations did nut involye violence, the unlversity
and gollege euthoritics must themselves decldes how to handle them. MNost
students were In receipt of & prant from their losal outhority, and
thera was sonsiderable support for the view thab university and college
suthoritiszs should in appropriste ceses report students to the local
authority, vith a view Ho t:heir'gre.nt boing withheld at laast for a term.
Thers wes certainly s need for a common policy belween universitics and
between loood euthoritiss on the hendling of such cazes. In Soofland ‘thu
problen wes simpler, beeause all grants wers paid centrally by the
Seottish Education Departmank.

Telovision was en limportant factor in influencing student opinion.
The interviow by Rebert Maokonzis with Cohn-Bendit and the other student
loaders last June haé shown up tha woolliness of their thinking, It might
ta worthwbile fryding o get the telavision sutheritiss on owr slde, &nd
to orgenise, for example, & confrontation betwsen three loading radicol
students snd three tough, intelligent, modsrats students. The
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intellectusl dsstruction of the raficals would have & considerable Inmpact

on inbolligent student opinien, Alterratively, en ivterviow might be

arranged betwreon a BBO inberviewer and a grouwp of rediesd studonts. 0n13 _
“4f the Snbervics vost well noed it bo uaed. e I

The Notional Union of Stulemts had suggested that the Primg Minlster
might nmention in a speoch the theme of giving responsibility ¢o youth,
but for this o mors favowrable time than the presont weuld have to be
found.

Supming up the discussion, THE FRIME MINISTER said that the mesting
had shown general agreoment thet, while the provlom of studont unrest wes
pgsentially ons for university and ocollege authoritises to deal with, thay
would bo well advised to adopt a cormon policy on ths question of

- reporting students with o view to ihe fithizawsl of thoir grants. There

was o ztrong casc for reporting any student who, by boyeotiting examinations
or preventing othexrs from attonding loetures, prevented his universibty
performing 1its proper funcfion. Brery encouragenont should be given to
modorate bodies of students to assort themselves {as thoy hed done, Tor
pxampla, in Bradford) sgainst a small minority whe wished to disrupt the
wmiversity, He would give further thought to tho qussticn of an approach
0 tho telpvision authoritles on this subjeot.

Tha Meeting -

(2} Took note, with epproval, of the Prime Minister's
summing up.

Cabinet Office, B8.¥,1.
17th Beptembor 1568
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Commander Lawlor is not immediately avellable, but
Superintendent Hope talls nme thabt in the March demonstrations
several students were talten of{ coaches appreaching London, found

to be in possesasion of merblas, pepper, peint sprayers end lilke

" meberiak, oherped wilh being in possession of offensive wespons and

Point 3.
Point 5.

subsequently convieted. In proetice everything depends on the
ettitude of the courts and fortunately ths courts in the ecomtles
round London take a strong line (end inpose heavy penalties); ths

(Poi te 37/tf4e +'fer.)
atitached F.2 Division papers /go into this problem mere fully and

shew the difficulties, ﬁ"mwwgwwfbwwﬁﬁ’*ﬁ"‘?""“‘
DPoprgons taken off econches and cherged with possessing effensive

wappons or like ni’fencr—:a_wculd__pe_ released or bedl. They would be

held only vhile thelr addrssses were verified, nnd possibly sureties

obtained, 7Thers would ba no case for detention over-night in police

calls.

Proceedings for conspiracy o comeit eny offence punishable by
lew are taken under the common law and I cannot do better in the time
than refer to the following extract from a Metropolitan palise hand~
book on demonsbrations:-

33 .
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Tt will b6 recalled thalbTord Russell (Bertrand Russell) and
members of tha former Committes of 100 ware successfully prezeecubed

under the Justice of the Peace iAel, 1360 in the 19f0's ror inciting

- othera-to- commit a breach of the pesces {This wvas inthe days of

the loxgs~scale G.N.D. demonstrations), He wos bowd over ¢ keep
the peace; declined and served seven days in prison. The cuse
oaused a grod desl of controversy.

As vegards amending the law, my first thoughts are thai any
such preoposal would lead to a good deal of cexiticism without, in
the event, hrdnging much adventage., Vhatever provision is made in

law, there would remoin great difficulty in eatsblishing to the

-spidslaction vf a-cours that orpendsers of & partionlis damenstiation T o

were conspiring to promoto viclence, This is zlready the position
with i, Terig ALl and his eolleborators; they say that they are
doing no more than plan a politiecal demonstration and aveid any
reference, paviicularly in writing, to plans for vielent ecils during
the demonstration. It is in any case the fringe groups of enarchists
or honligans who oreate the violence on the day, often without much
premedifation.

I attach o further report By Special Branch on the damcns“cra.‘t':lon;
the plans of toe organisers are clearly not closely co-ordineted ox

finalised.

A

204h Beptembexr 1968

¥,k Division



srww Wﬁw o)

/kt 4 @ 7 M ~ st

| et

- "1.41/(4 wt.‘z\.

(Mo gn«é st 13,

b
Y 1‘.6.7 Servied, aat

” {I{ili & C.Mrm.mr-wf Cﬁc‘mﬁ adfmd

It

3 v B ol e - .
m CﬂmD]_Lm ants e,

MIWNISTLY ©OF PUBLIC
BUILDING AND WORKS
Lambeth Bridgs House, Londos, 5.5.1
Telonhone: reriamce 7511 RF - /472, .

SN e

MO, 1957



e
el grocecd via

irtn Vadteral],

procned alfter one o e souss via Ferliement Durset, Vievemis §

Park: Leue ans

3
=5

1
5
.
1 ¥
}
¥
= 1
p
’ .
Be  retropoiiten oliss officary wx»e Tropowing

goie

{nat

sarch there rifit te &

23l off tre rouwbs of .. ...

in faveur of a3ts of viclenos,

e

f

e



S thet rurang bhe noeen deinns

b ¥ oel e, eivd A ocmaads Be deris seon s8%d

Leom Ninles and enother trabn i

The Lsspeiction ef Lenfon touth Slubs

Aesuy
give up ¥Fid beoltps of Trefolior Unusve oo lundady,

' i d.

2 PEa— . a bl

e The kinistry of Nefence hpd glreasdy mede felrly larpe hre
and vwere contenplsting _;zm\ii&ing soldiers within their building. Zhey were
told that any such proposzl should be apreed by Linisiters os it reised

wide end sensitive issuss, '

&, A further oeeting will be held on Fridey, 1tth Celtober, at 2,15 p.m.

2pth Sepioaber 1968
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Yols foz, the recerd
Mr smhahm Fortanr -

I wee informad on 25th Sepiember that the Londen l;tmm ui‘ Yawkh Clubs
- hed 16l4 tha Hinisi.ry of Works that they did not wish to une Trafalgey Squars
fer'a rally on Sunday, 27th Octebesr. The Sguare wes therefore not bovked by
mny ergonisation for that date. The Ministry of Yorks, hewever, had redelved
&N app'l.i.os.tion by telephone from & body called "The Notaber 27¢h Beliderity
with Tietman CommAttes®. This ia & Moolst body whieh &m a breskaway group
from the Vietnom Soldderity Commlbtes.,

J conaulted ¥w, Jomes Elllott and the Depuiy Commissicner of Falise,

v, BlZdett told me thei the HBeaurity Servioe would prafer the Square to ba
maie evsiluble to tha V.5.C. on Qotober 27th. Mr, Mork sald thet the
Comiepioney remained of tha opinion that thers was much advantege in

Trafelgay Fyueee boing the ra‘llying plaa? f‘ur 'tha inwge sonle demonatration

" on 27th Dotober as dhis would fedes P AR
He 2id not think it msttersl a great dasl whioh pertisular ergenisetion

behind the deusnatwation cbtalued pemisasion to use the Squars.

I wont to wsse Mr, Potte nt tho Mindsiry of Worke, who iy the Prinelpal
remponslble for spplications for uss of the Sgunra. He confirmed thot the
Sguere venained fyos and thet he would not approvs sny epplication fox 1ta
usd on 2740 fetober without pricr conml.tation with the Jlome 0ffice. 'The
Rindstry did, homever, follow r ganeral ruls of "flrat vome first served”,

t# the V.5.0, wishad to ume the Squares they should put in an applicetlon as
soon as ponalkle, The V.5.0. siresdy hed a booking for the Sgunre for
Baturday, 26th Opitsbor and 1t was wsual for the Minietry mot to allew sny
partisuler orpganisation to use the Sgusrs on o donseoutive days. 4 booklng,
thorefore, by the V.8.0. for Ostober 27th wonld meen thet they wonld have o
drop their booking for Saturday, 26th.

I reported the positien Fully to Chisf Bupsvintendent Cusninpgham,
Bpaéial Prapah, and to the Seourity Service. I% was egroed that it was up
te Bposinl Branch now to tels such saivpe es they thought sppropriate to see
that sn appiication by the V.5.C, for wse of the Squaie on Sunday, 27th Ovtober,
rosghes the Minlatey of Werlm st an early date. '

(86D.) R, A. TAMES
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