S SUE=N'S BENCH DIVISION

TH EEN:

THS MAYOR ALDERMEN AND BURGSSS?S )
OF THEE LONDON BOROUCH OF LEJISHAM Aoplicants

w
tad

- and -

. COMMISSIONZR OF POLICE OF TiE ' ‘
© METROPOLIS Respondent

I DAVID BLACKSTOCK McUZZ, QPM of New Scotland
Yard Broadway, S.W.1lH 0BG MAKE OATH and say as .

‘follows i~
I L !

1. I am Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis.

2. I am informed and verily believe that meetings
were heid,and arrangements were made by officers
acting under my direction and control as described

ini the paragraphs set out hereunder.

3.  On Tuesday the.26th July, 1977 at.3 p.m. at
Catford Police Station a meeting -took place betwesn X
representatives of an organisation known as tne

‘ National Front and seniqr police officers of the
Metropolitan Police Force. The National Front gave
notice of intentibn to hold a demonstration on
Saturday, the 13th August, 1977. It was agreed by
the Metropolltan Police Officers that a march could
take pldce along a certain route comnmencing at 3 D.m.
Notice of the agreed route, g copy of which is now

produced to me and marked DBM 1 was served on a

. representative of the National Front,

L.  On Tuesday the 26th July, 1977 at L.30. p.m. at
Catford Police Station a meeting took plabe between
members of .the "All Lewishanm Committee of Racism and

Fascisn" and senior officers of the Metropolitan

Police Force concerning a proposed counter-demonstration-

- .

to that of the National Front oh Saturday, the 13th
’ MPS-0748487/1




August, 1977, No route for the counter-demonstration
was proposed at that ﬁeeting but the senior {
Metropolitan Police officer impressed upon members of
the Committee the importahce of organising an assembly
point aﬁd réute of any march at a different time and

different location from the National Front.

5. At 5 p.m. on Tuesday the 26th July, 1977 Roland
Moyle M.P., John Silkin M.P., Christopher Price M.P., -
Dr. Mefvyn Stockwood, Bishop of Southwark, the
ﬁeverend,Fat@er Naylor 'and Ccuncillor Roger Gods;ff'
Mayér of Lewisham'atteﬁded Ne% Scotland Yard. to express
their cobjection to the proposed National Front march
in the Depiford area ahd requested me to apply to the
Secretary of State for Home Affairs for an order
banning the march. They were informed that the'
police were satisfied that having régard‘to the times
of each demonstration and the prescribed routes agreed
with the organisers no serious public disorder should

egnsue,

6. On‘the 27th Juiy, 1977 a représentative of the
All Lewigham Committee against Racism and Fascism
telephoned the Superintendéﬁt in charge of Lewisham
~P011C8 Stathn and as a reeult of that telephone
conversation agreement ‘was reached as to the route of
a. counter-demonstration march to be held'by thaf
organisation on the 13th August, 1977 commencing at
11 a.m. A Notice in a similar form to Exhibit ﬁBM 1

setting out the route was sérved on the organiser,

7. The guestion of the routes to be taken by each
orgahisation was reviewed the same day by the Deputy
Assistant Commissioner responsible for Public Order
at New Scotland Yard and as a result further meetings

took place on Tuesday the 2nd August, 1977 at Catford

Poli e Station with reyresmmmvw of €ach &rﬁem safﬂ on
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‘Act, let zlone meke use of the provisions of

- no. reason to belleve that is organisers will ignore

‘organising a separate counter-demonstration but no

information was available as to its time and venue.

‘hmcﬁcruatérg ofdie secialisk Werlkers, ‘\)aﬁt'i.j hawe.

separately wWhen IreviSed IPOUTES LULY WS Loopsuuive
marches were ageeed and ﬁoticé of these routes,
copies of which are now prcduced to me and marked
BRM 2-and DBM 3 were served on the respective
organisers. These were not directions under

Section 3 (1) of the Public Order Act, 1936.

8. Ha%ing’considered 211l the circumstanées 1 have
ﬁo reasonable grounds for appreﬁeﬁding that either
of the processions will ocgaéion ssrious public
disorder and I do not think it necessary to give any

directions under sub-section (1) of Ssction 3 of the

sub—sep%ion {3) of the said Séction.~ 'EXparience has
sh;wn thgt most organiéatiohs do ﬁot depart from a - ,
route which has been agreed with.my offibers and this
has ﬁrove& to be so in the past with regard to the
National Front. The All Lewisham’Committee against

Racism and Pascism is a new organisation but I have

the agreed route,

¥

S. It has, however, begn brought to ny attention
that there is circulating in the Tewisham Disirict

a pamphlet, a cépy_of which is now produced and shown
to me marked DBM L. The organisers of this body have
not been in %touch with the police with regard to
holdigé the aséembly referred to in the pamphilet
Exhibit DBM L. My officers were informed at the
Tirst meeting with the A1l Lewisham Committee

2gainst Racism and Fascism that a member of their

orgaenisaticdn who is also a member of the Socialist

Workers Party had indicated that they were also

I am informed that all attempts to contact the

i
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far veen unsuccsessful, - . Lo

10, Arrangements have been made to my satisfeation
for a sufficient number of police Lo be onfduty in
the district in which each of the proposed manches
are to be held and also to be available to conirol
any éctﬁvity resultiﬁg from the unaﬁtherised |
meeting of ﬁhe Socialist Viorkers Party and I am
satisfied in the light of the information made
availdable to me by my senior officers that the pOlice
ars able to maintain control of the situation and

to prevent any seriocus disorder occurring.

11. 4I havs read the report of the Inquiry by the
Rigﬁt Honoirable Lord Justice Scarman OBE into the
Red Lion Sgyuare disturbances of thé 15th June, 1974
énd in particular the principles enurdated in
paragraphs 69 and 70 of the Report and I have been
advised as to the law by the Solicitor to the

Metropolitan Police,

12. I have also been made aware of the history of
previous occasions when there have been conflicting
demonstrations of this kind and .the action taken by

the pclice to deal with them.

13. In the exercise of my powers under Section 52

of the Estrapolitén Poiice Act, 1839 T have made &
regulation affecting traffic in the area but having
regard to the number of Poiiée avail&blé to be dgop loyed
in the maintenance of law and order and to prevent
serious public disorder I have no reason&blé‘ground

for belia&ing that any‘of the processicns,'includiﬁg
the Socialist Vorkers Par£y, will occasion serious
public disorﬁsr, and for thét reaéon, 50 fér as the

A1l Lewishanm Commitiee against Racism and Fascism
National Front and the/Sseizliisi-Topksps-Baepiy are

concerned, my officers have agreed routes and I do

not 'C.ons.tde@ 't‘”‘v\ece%SajD buge_ m? Powefs umder
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Section 3 of the Public Order Act, 1936,

14, In view of the time factor tﬁe whole of my
Affidavit so far has been settled without the benefit
of the applicant's evidence, which arrived Gt New
Scotland Yard at approximately 2.0 pe.m. znd having
regard té the shortage of time available it will
beﬁmgossible 1o deal fully with evefytﬁing set out

in the‘Affidévit of Mr. Pepper. .However, in
Paragraph 8 ur. Pepper éxhibits as R¥P 6 a copy of

a letter written by me to Mr. Christopher Price, M.P.
I adhere entirely to the views .which I expressed iﬁ
that letter, |

15, Having carefully read every point made on
behalf of éhe applicant by Mr. Pepper I remain
convinced that I should not apprcaéh the Secretary
of State for comnsent to make any prohibition order
under Section 3 (3) of the Public Order Act, 1936
because in spite of what he says I am of the opinion
that my rowers are sufficient to enable me to prevent
gerious public disorder, aﬁd in the circumstances I

ask that the Summons should be dismissed.

SWORN at Mw Swfeud Yoret - )
in tif.e ﬂj,:f' af Warlmwslty § ‘ p
this 10th day of August, ."%WJ" A “/j/
1977 | i

Before me,

.-——-—“‘"’""_-‘

A Commissioner for Oaths
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