Speoial Brench

ta The ninth year of its life has seen contimed development in
the work of the Special Demonsiyation Sguad. Wnilet the strategy, to
gather essential but @mwiw mmmm information about matters
of publie order, has remained u god, the tactical wmm has
evolved to meet the mﬁ"‘" m@ W* %mwﬁ Squad was bro :
el : ageinat mmm 1%&%@ m

M:m wwmt& Wf & xwmmm%w % wmwm% of m&wmmﬁwmm, mﬁ‘a
pelice have so developed the art of mm%%llm political 4 wmmm
%m% W@; mmm of sericus disorder resuliing from major, organised
i HBowever, tm potential for violence swongst

amsdne se ebtrong as ever but is
wmmw w MWW W in W@mﬁww smell, local sotions
againet, in perticwlar, the vlire-right Netionsl Front and National
wm*by, wi%m those luvolved hope %o cetoch the police off their gusrd.
To combat thie, the SIS has found 1t necessary %o keep & close wateh
both on the extremist organisstions end on local, broad-front anti-
raclaliet groups through which the revolutionaries opsrate.

i

e The followlog opgoniseticne, all of which wers lovelved in
demonstrations, were given close attention by the Squad during 1976

roons Oul Movemsnt

Peace Through Freedom Committee (ad hoc group agalnst the
*Peace People')

5 Terroxiam Act
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Trade Union Commitiee Ageinst the Preventio
%;/e:; smbination of Trotekyists and &




Worlvers league

Interpational Merxzist Group

International Soclalists (now the Sccialist Workers Party)
International G et League

(18 snd INMG)

wh Yorkers beeselstion
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(infiltrated or contwoled by revolutionaries)

Croydon Collective
Batterses and Tooting © w%@@a %ﬁmm% Baoien
es and Weandeworth Antl Haelet Comsltd

A1 lTesbeth dotl Raclist Movepent
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% Under present conditions the risk to the lives of the officers
concerned would be too great to justify an attempt at direct coversge

of the Official and Provisional wings of the Irish Republican Movement.
Hevertheless, much useful information has been obtalped through
involvenment with the Troops Out Movement, the so-called Trade Union
Committee Against the Prevention of Terrorism Act and the Peace Through
Freodom Committse which was formed to co-oxdinate opposition to the
‘Peace People'! from Belfast. The Eepudblican organisations, nervous of
police activity under the Prevention of Terrorism Act, have shown litile
appetite for demonstrating their beliefs.

4 The Trotskyist groups have all followed similar lines of protest
against unemployment and cuts in public expenditure but their
gectarianism contimies to limit jJoint activity and thus renders the

task of the police less difficult than it might otherwise be. All

have an almost paranoid attitude to the ultra~right, fed contimally

by what appears to them as the success of the National Front in by-
elections. The Intermational Socialists, in particular, have gone to
gonalderable lengths to confront the 'fascists'! with overvhelming mumbers
and to 'drive them off the streets'. The other organisations, mumerically
smaller, have attempted to achieve the same object only in combinstion
vith anti~-fascist/anti~racist committees and on larger demonstrations.

| I

Cu uiitle has changed on the ansxchist front in the last year,
Those professing the creed avre a continuing miisance on demonsitrations
axwi from the ecircles in which they move come rumoure of the formation
2l VYingry Brigade! type cells bent upon violence. GSeveral individuals
xnown to hold such views have appeered in political campalgns recently
and SDY coverasge of anarchist groups contimues in the hope that advance
warning way be obtained of any intention to carry political protest
into the realms of wvwiclence,

- contimied -




nated in the

Ts The sinlster Big Flame orgeanisation, which origl
Horth West but soon spresd to london, was the subject of close sorubtiny
until September when, for security reasons, it was decided to withdraw,
The ergenisation comprises a mwber of hitherto unaligned reveolutionaries
from the shop floor of industyy coumbined with & olique of well educated
individuals, several with ‘Angry Brigede' sssocliations, Whilst there
has been no known illegality in its London apgtivities, 1t has been

: , ence in Liverpool and there is little doubt that
a large mumber of ite members would be inclined to follow that path
given the right ciroumesteances. Whereas the ulira-left as a whole
claims to be security conscious, no organisation has shown practical
ingernity in the field of investigation fo compare with that of Big
Fleme, There is little doubt that this organisstion has more to hide,
and hence moze bo fesy, from the police then some of the others.

8. In the area of anti-fascist/anti-racist comnitiees there is

& distinet dividing line between those controlled by mewbers of the
Labour Pardy, and even the Commnist Party of Great Britain, and those
controlled by elemenis of Trotskylste, Meolsts and ansrchists. The
former co-operate with police in their sitreet activities and sleward
demonstrations closely and are therefore of no concern to the Special
Demonsiretion Squads The second group, however, ltend to be used

by revolutionaries as & oloak for the orgsnlsation of violent
confrontations with the uwlive-right and the police whon they bracket
topether as *Casclste ard enenies of the working olasst®.

Y For pome wonthe ln 197% an ol Ticer from the Souad penebrated

the Hational ¥Front at the behest of his "parent' Trotskyist opgenisation.
e Inforsmebion gelosd sdded nothiog of resl Yalue %o thet obltelneble
from already excellent Special Branch sources and since the officert's
withdrawal early in 1976 4t hss not been considered necessary to

replace bim, 1f the Mebtropoliten Polive ie to keep the pesce between
the extrsmes of the political spectrum it ls clearly essentisl thaet
scvrste lnlormation be vesdily svellable frow bolh ends. Should
existing scurces on the lar wight show sy sige of weskening, the

808 will give jlmmedlete comelderation te renewed coversge there,

PRODUCT

Wa The guality snd quantity of ssterial submitted by the 508
officers has been maintained at a consistently high level throughout

the year under veview, Whilst the value of wpto-the-nmimite information
about forthooming public oxder matters is essily understood, less
mmwim%% ie the considerable M&W&%ﬁ in police time produced by a constant
te about pecple and orgendsatlors in exbrene

, stivity. Theme reporits form sn esgentisl p af the

base of %mfumm&%i@m which enables Specisl Branch o provide acourate
agaensmenta of the sitrength and threat of demonstrations and to bring




into the realms of reason the claims about numbers of participants

made by organisers. On several occasions in 1976, for example, it

was possible to scale down to around 1,000 estimates of 5,000 to 10,000,
That the process of demonstration assessment has been developed into

a fine art is due, in large measure, not only to existing SDS field
officers but also to their predecessors and supervising officers

who have built up the knowledge and experience from which the current
staff work.

11. As a by-product, copies of reports dealing with subversives
and their organisations are passed, via the appropriate Special Branch
squad, to the Security Service. The value of the information to

that Service is a matter of recoxrd.

PLHSONNEL

12. The establishment of the SDS remained in 1976 at 12 field
officers (4 DSs and 8 DCs) with supervision and administration in
the hands of one Chief Inspector, one Inspector, two Sergeants and
one Constable. In the course of the year four experienced officers
left the field on transfer to other Special Branch duties. The
experience and expertise of such men cannot be replaced in a matter
of months but their successors are living up to tradition and the
future is viewed with confidence. Promotion classes have been run
by the Inspector since June to assist four of the Comstables in
their attempt to pass the competitive examination. If their efforts
are rewarded application will be made to retein their services to
enabls them 3o complete the normal tour of four years on the SDS.

SECURITY

135 Security of the operation has rested always upon close
supervision of officers as individuals and as a group, backed up

by Ysafe' premises, in which meetings can take place, and the
provision of the strongest possible cover backgrounds compatible with
the modern computer age. In additior to daily contact with the
Chief Imspector and his assistants, all officers are regularly super-
vised by a Chief Superintendent and Superintendent who bear overall
responsibility. Additionally, they have received a mumber of visits
during the year from the Deputy Assistant Commissioner and Commander

tOperations', Special Branch.

e The political sensitivity of the 8DS operation ls fully
recognised by all officers concerned and, to protect tuec ultimate
defence line, great care is taken to ensure that peneiration of an
organisation can be fully justified on the basis of the Commissioner's
rogpongibility for the preservation of public order in the Metropolis.




ACCOMMODATION

15.

The landlord's intention in March to sell a bloek in which

sne of our itwo headquarters flats was situated necessitated a mrried
gearch for alternative accommodation.
in oy but the situation in this respect is becoming increasingly

difficult.

A puitable flat was obtained

The best acoommodation, for the Squad's purpoee, is to

be found in large, anonymous blocks, but the companies owning such
property have discovered that letting is no longer an economic

propo ition and are tending to sell units to individual buyers or to

hold them vacant with a view to the eventual sale of ths whole hlock,

Unless there is a change in Govermment policy over renied accommodation

thls will remain a contimual problem for the Squad which must not
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zitention %o itself by remaining too long in one neighbourhood.

is now acute and officers entering the field are experiencing

considersble delays finding 'cover'! bed-sitters with sbsentee landlords.

The shortage of comparatively cheap, furnishasd accommodation

Pegpite this problem, the experimental policy of allowing two officers

T

Wi o '«-mk
2.7

a flat is being phased out on the grounds that should one

fall under guspiclon requiring his withdrawal the porition of the

Ji;wez* might also be prejudiced.
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. Tne provision of gecond-hand carg and vans

for the use of

individual officers remains a great asset and the Jyuad owes a debt

of aratitude do thuse in '3Y,

willing co-operation is ess&n‘tied if

the rosad.
on I214/73/10.

13 oand VI Departuents whose
the fleet is o be kept on
A full repoxrt on 3L transport is submitied geparately

SINALCE
13 Lxpenditure for the period Final expenditure &/C for
?.1.?6 %}O 5?05‘?0‘ ﬁl@ erit}é 1‘ ;3 tQ 3'
lent 1,31?;0{) fi—,éSﬁt«i};}
Hlectricity and Gas 80.84 202.52
Teleshione 172.83% 461,86
Gahos 7$';¢ 424,40
Coeratlional szxpenses 1864373 604436
TTAL 1,953.97 6,378, 42
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Expenditure for the first nine months of the ourrent financial year
wae as follows:

Rent 3,804.94
Electricity end Gas 150.47
Telephons 290.04
Rates 753.89
Operational expenses 789.79

TOTALs 54829.13

19. Anticipated outgoings for the final quarter of the financial
year is not expected to exceed £2,000, thug the total outlay should
be in the region of £700 less than the approved budget of £8,600,

20. The projected budget figure produced in Jamuary 1976, has,
up to the present time, proved to be an accurate assessment of the
yearts costs. The anticipated surplusz could mot have materialised
had there been twelve officers in the field throughout the perioed.
In fact, due to changes in personnel, the mwmber of such officers
has not exceeded eleven since April 1976,

21. The sconomic situation and the effecis of inflation contime
to make projected budgetary figures difficult to formmlate. However,
a substantial increase in rent paid for ‘cover' flats during the

next financial year cannot be avolded, due to the operational necessity
of abandoning the practice of flat gharing, Furthermors, the need to
raplace one of the headguarters flats for security reasons, which
would incur considerable costs and a possible increase of rent, cannot
be discounted. It is already krown that gas charges are to be
increased and there can be little doubt that electricity charges end
rates will follow suit. At the same time, the geneval rise of the
cost of living has a direct bearing on operational expenses.

22, With these points in mind, it would be imprudent to hope o
operate in 1977/78 on a budget similar to that of 1976/77. However,
with contimued strict control of expenditure, it is considered that
the required increase can be limited to £1,200. It iz, therefore,
deemed expedisnt to meek approval for a figure of £9,800 for the
financial year 1977/1978, an increase of a little under 14 above
the budset approved for each of the lagt two years,

i3]

23, The Ui accounts for 1975/1976 were zudited vy |G

% Irareh, on 8 April 1976, and found to be correct,




REVIEY

24, Bearing in mind that the Metropolitan Police District averages
more than one demonstration each day, any veview of activity for a
period of 12 months must oconfine itself to pointing out the more
significant events.

25, The first of these, in 1976, occcurred on 1 February when the
annual 'Bloody Sunday' march and meeting was held under the auspices
of the Bloody Sundsy Commemoration Committee, formed by the Troops
Out lovement and the Internatiopal Marxist Group specifically for
the purpose. As & result of bad weather conditions and poor
organiszation only about 1,500 pecple took part, but of interest was
the Tact that gome 50 supporters of the National Front mounted an
attasck on the assembly point and three of thelr number were axresied,

26, On 27 February, 14,000 students demonstrated their opposition
to the Govermment's proposed cuts in the education budget and called
for an increase in students' grants. Whilst there was no resl disorder,
only two being arrested for footway cbatruction, the occasion served

as = reminder that these young people are willing to come out in
conesidersble rumbers whenever they gee the issue to require it.

27. On the following day, supporters of the Interraitional Socialists
organised night to Work Campaign, left Hanchester on their 20 day

march to london. Their progress atiracted litile publicity and on
arrival, sbout 50 sirong, on the ouisilirts of London they took the
opportunity of attacking thelr police escort. In what amounted to

a yunning batile, 44 police officers were injured and 43 marchers
arvested. The publicity gainsd from the fracas atiracited full press
and televizion coversge to the final day's mearch and rz2lly om 20 March,
thus rning 2 nooeevent into an overmight success, from the

orgunisers! viewpoint., The activities of the 19th March 1976,

strezsed once again the need for police to be in sufficient mumbers

to deter the violence of the revolutionary left which bubbles
congtantly below the surface. The lesgon did not go unheeded. A
similer sarch from Tondon to Brighton between 4 and & Lepteamber,
srpadged with the object of bringing pressure 4o bear upon the TUC,
sessed without serious incident, Nevertheless, it wes learned from

SDE sources that at a large meeting of Campaign supporters in Brighion
a motion to invade the Congress was thwarted only by the visible presence
of a large body of police,

25, The National Abortion Campaign (for aboxtion on demand)
demonstration on 3 April, revealed & considerable fall off in support
in comparison with 1975, 6,000 as opposed to 15,000 participating.
wWith the left in committed opposition to any tightening of the law
on the subject, and the Govermment likely to take Just such asction,
too much signifiocaice should not be placed upon the diazinution of

Pir o,
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29¢ Typical examples of planned clashes between left and right
occurred on 24 April, around a 'Rally for Britain' in Trafalgar

Square supported by the National Party, and on 22 July, at a public
meeting held in Sitoke Newington Town Hall by the Hackney Committee
igainst Racialism, On both occasions police came between the

opposing factions and serious disorder was averted. Similar
confrontations were plamned in Blackburn and Walsall on 11 and 25
September, respectively, and it was a matter of some satisfaction
within the SDS that the Squad was able to provide the Police Forces
concerned with accurate assessments of likely ultra~left involvement.
On consecutive Sundeys throughout October the Intermational Socialiszts
fielded strong contingents in the Bethnal Green area with the exzpressed
intention of 'driving National Front paper sellers off the streets'.
Their efforte were constantly frustrated by police but on 7 Hovember,
under the guise of a Hackmey Trades Council march against racialism,
ther succeeded in forcing a brief but furious encounter with a small
group of National Front supporters. A mumber of police officers

were injured and 28 arrests were made. As in previous years, & combined
attempt was made by the ultra-left to prevent the National Front
holding its Anmual General Meeting, held in 1976, on 16 October at
Conway Hall, Red Lion Square. Once again, firm and intelligent policing
prevented a rioct.

e The murder of an 18-year-old Asian in Southall was followed

by & violent demonstration there on 6 June. Joint action by commmnity
leaders and police was successful in calming the situation in Southall,
vut Troiskylats, Maoists and anarchists seized the opportunity to
meddle in troubled waters. Om 12 June they demonsirated in Southall,
dgwhan and Brixton and on 14 July participated en masse in a march
through Cenirsl London organised by the Indian Workers Association.
Jerious disorder wos prevented on the last occasion only by swift
police inisrvention.

51 The most bizarre demonstration in ths period under review
occurred on 2 October, when some 25 gsupporters of the Commmnist

Sarty of Pngland (M-L) met outside Lembeth Town Hell to protest against
the Kissinger proposals for a Rhodesian settlement. At the conmclusion
of the meeting they marched off in heavy rain towards Central London,
refusing to inform police of their intended destination. As the
march crossed Yesininster Bridge a precantionary police cordon was
thrown across ithe entrance to Downing Street. The demonstrators,
upon meeting the cordon, which outmumbered them about two to one,
immediately mounted an attack upon it and six of their mimber were
arrested before peace was regtored,

ZZ. Six weeks later, on 17 Hovember, the lawgest deriomstration
from Speakers!'! Corner to the Tate Gallery in protest against cuts in

public expenditure., Whilat the ultra~left involvement was accurately

- gontimed -




forecaat, all asvesume

foll short and it is fortunste indes ,
union members ere prepared to resist the prompting of ex
turs from thelr treditional mode of pesceful demonstration.

%% The lest major public order event of 1976 was held on

27 bovember., Onm that date the Vomen's Peace Hovement, betier known

as the 'Peace People', orgepised s mareh from Eyde Park, o ating
in o rally at Trafelger Square, which was supported by 11,000 people.
Opposltion, co-ordinated by the Peace Thyough Freedon Committee,

tock the form of s pioket at the sssewbly point and orgenised heckling
by grouvps of up to 50 strong in Trefelger m;mw itwell., The heckling,
which involved no more than 200 sctivists from the left and Sinm

Pein, provided a clesr example of the Mﬁ“m%&mw which can fsoce
police when small contingente of potentially violent exitremiets

 in Infiltrsting learge crowds. On this ocoassion only good
contingency plamming emebled police %o vremove the participants from
the Square before they could cause seriocus trouble.

that the 1976 pattern of pelitical protest

The lodioetions are

Ao
will sontimne bo develop in 19T7. With Yhe Govermment's oute in
Waﬁwz sxpenditore moving Trom policy decleion towards sotion the
wltra~left is planndbg to intensify setivity, particularly in relation

By %w aLos @z’%:e%

al mwﬁ,%&%u The inkerition to bring certeln sobe of
ol “Z,W has imﬁ?‘m@%mﬁ Mm '%:%M%”EW*

%mww in WW%M‘ ﬁm%%ﬁ%%jﬁwm% W%m m’z

he Intermational Boclzlists, who have gal
recrull v Blght to Work Caspalgn, will be loocking o
keepy this z:a‘weﬂmw’”m}m &M% rolling.

The Troops Out Hovement has alresdy set asbout cwgpanising ite
: il ’iﬁmmw fundeyt demonsitration and in the NHew Year will widen
MW %W<, to take in sotive suppoxt for the Trade Union Commitiee
e Prevenitlow of Yervovies Aot,. Hessubtisfied with the
# of opposition to the "Peace People®, the Movement is determined
ter srpaniend should the lather sppeer sgain in lowdon sud,
in this respect, would undoubtedly be followed by Sinn Pein which
lost fuce thiough an ineffectual performence against the "Peace
People® in Hovember.

e ?“%w unpredictable Macdsts will presugebly imvolve themselves
in zome of the lesues slrveady mentioned and, in addition, can be
wpeoted ”’w take to the strests in support of thelr friends, the
desia and Houth Africe.
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LY Y The Gueen's Jubilee Celebrations, drawing to London Heads
of Gtate and leading personslities from the world at large, ocoul
well be plagued with mptrations se the revelutionsry crgenisations
gelze the opporbunity o express thelr hatred of those governments
which oppress "their intervationsl comruden®.

% The greatent contimuing problem for police, however, is likely
to come from the animoslty between the exitremes of left and rig
The forthoom ning Grester london Counell %i&m%&%mm% which will being
into the field candidates from both the Socialist Vorkers Paxrty (IB)
and the Hetional Front, will require sitzemuous efforts in the area

=4

of preventive policing if widespread violence ls to be precluded.

gum up, there is little hope thet 1977 can be other than
ally busy vear in the history of ﬂﬁ'%@%@%ﬁi“m af public
vitale It is a8 tenet of revelutionsry phillosophy that
&mw mw%%%iﬁ%&%ﬁ%ﬁ %%ﬁ% espe ; that part of
thle and the
wled, Wheraver
%
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Your Ref: QPR 86 1/8/5
Our Refs S588/UNRNG/694

R. Armstrong Esq.,

Deputy under Secretary of State,
Home Offic"

Whitehall,

London,

SM.1,

6th April, 1976

Dear

I refer once again to the Special Demonstration Squad operating
within Special Branch, the formation of which was first authorised
in August 1968 to help police combat the serious public order
isgue then prevailing.

Since then, the SDS has concentrated primarily om gathering
intelligence about the activities of those extremists whose
political views are to the left of the Communist Party of Great
Bittain, generally described as the ‘ultrs-left', and the
anarchist and libertarian movements. The primary aim has been

to give warning of impending demonstrations and to obtain
information, not available from any other source, regarding

the number of persons taking part and the degree of planned or
likely public disorder. This information enables 'A° Department
to assess the required police coverage to ensure adequate control.
In pursusnce of this aim, valuable information is also obtained
regarding subversive organisations which is passed to other Special
Branch Squads and to the Security Service.

Coverage of Irish activists has also been undertaken on the
fringe organisations such as the Troops Out NMovement
basically a left-wing libertarian sovement
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2.

Demonstrations organised by purely Irish groups during the past
year have excited little public interest and have been poorly
attended. There are, however, indications that Irish extremists
sre becoming more active in demonstrations, snd this tread wiil
be watched by the SDS.

At present we are fortunate that the degree of violence resulting
from public demonstrations has reduced appreciably since 1968.
Nevertheless, political protest on the streets is as popular as
ever, with participation in some cases amounting to 15/20,000
supporters, and the potential for disorder is such that it
requires continual scrutiny.

I would therefore seek suthority for the continuation of these
sctivities. The degree of coverage considered necessary is under
constant review and all the Squad's systems and areas of
coverage have recently been exmmined in detail by s working
party comprising three Chief Superintendents in Special Branch,
in order to ensure the minimizing of risk and of unnecessarsy
activity by the Squad. I am pleased to say that the number of
officers who are purely operational in this field has gradually
been reduced from the original 26 (at 1968) to a curreat
strength of 12. This has to a degree been achieved by more
effective use of operational personnel and, under present
conditions, is the minimum by which adwquate intelligence can
be obtained over the wide extremist spectrum.

Security surrounding the activities of the Squad is maintained

at & very high level, and the Chief Superintendent and Superintendent
responsible ensure the closest supervision of esch of the officers
operationally involved. Needless to say, the Commissioner and I
also exercise a keen interest in their activities.

One of the two headquarters flats was changed last year for
security reasons. These flats enable regular meetings of
operational officers under safe conditions and also make possible
the regular visits of supervising officers. Cover flats for use
by the officers are becoming increasingly difficult to find in
suitable areas, and without resident landlords, but a successful
experiment has been introduced whereby two officers share a double-
flat. This is, of course, a more normal way for young men to live
in the London ares and has the added advantage of reducing the
suspicion of well-meaning meighbours comscious of television
warnings regarding the threat from Irish terrorists.

With respect to operational efficiency, as well as 2 security
safeguard, the use of second-hand cars and vans continues to be a
valuable asset; affording officers the mobility necessary to
utilise their individual coverage of organisations to maximum
effect.




Bxpenditure in the first nine months of the financial year 1975/6
was £4,524, and the last three months was not expected to exceed
£1,800, Approximately 22,300 of the annual budget of £8,600 will,
therefore, remain undrawn,

To justify the budget figure for 1975/6, allowance was made in
January 1975 for anticipated increase in rents and running costs
of wehicles but, in the event, these fears were not sealised.
Although considerable difficulty was encountered in obtaining
the new headquarters fift it was, in fact, eventually obtained
at & slightly lower rental. The anticipated increase in rents
of the cover flats did not materialise either and a further
reduction in expenditure was brought about by the introduction
of double filkts for six of the officers.

It is, as ever, difficult to project a figure for likel
expenditure for the forthcoming year. The charges for both
headquarter flats have recently been placed before the local

Rent Officers and the judgement in one case will result in an
annual incresse of £200; no decision has yet been resched in the
case of the second flat but a similar increase must be snticipated.
There is little doubt, also, that the rents of cover flats will
increase, as will telephone, electricity and gas charges.

In all these circumstances the Receiver has agreed that we should

seek a budget of £8,600 for 1976/7, similer to that of last year.

(The £2,300 expected to remain in hand from the 1975/76 allocation
will be returned to M.P, Funds through the Receiver),.

I would, therafore, be grateful if formal approval could be given

to the Squad continuing its work as at present, subject to review,
for a further twelve months.

Yours sincerely,

J. S. WILSON




