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Before departing on leave last week, Hayden Phillips
saked me o reply Lo your letter of 11 Februasry in
which vou sought autherity to contimee with the
Special Demonstration Sguad.

We note the continuing vaiuve. of the Sguad snd the
additional commitments it has pow been given. We regard
g partioularly leportant your RBSUTBNCE m%mmﬁ the
&&ﬁﬁ% supervigion it recelves.

This letter may be taken as authority to ﬂ@mtiﬁm& with
the arrvangements, and to lncur expenditure mf mp o
£25,000 in 1983/84,
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I am writing once more to seek authority to continue
monatration Sousd operablon in Specisl Breveh Tor s Further

the Specisl De
twelve months.

The Souad still proves to be an invaluable ald io oblalning
the intelligence needed for the appropriste policing of situstions involving
potential public disorder.  Thers was much inwolvemeat in 1
in seeking informetion sbout street disorder in %m%dmm@ L
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Our reference:
SR SB8/UNREG/694 PE

I am writing once more to seek authority to continue the Special

Demonstration Sousd operation dn Special Bramch for a further twelve monkths.

The Sguad =till proves to be an invaluable mid in obiaining the

intelligence needed for the appropriate policingofsituations dinvolving

potential public disorder.

There was much involvement

seeking information asbout street disorder inlonden,

i A9HZ dan

We were also able

to-supply accurate information to our Sussex colleagues whilst the

Prime Minister was attending the Conservabtive Parly Conference.  The

Squad is now further tasked to geather dctelligence aboub white exbremists

who are gtt&mgtimq to foment black discontent and asbout members of the

animal liberation movement who are commiting criminal offences.

The number of field officers ds currently up to the agf@@ﬁ sstablishment

of twelve agrd they continue to receive the closest supervision. Because

of “the dncrease in strength, and taking into account the effect of

inflation even at its diminished rate, I would ask that a budget of

£35,000 be approved for the forbhcoming fimancial vear.

Yours

Iy



Special Branch
MEMUBARTIOM
Hew Sootland Yard

SW1H 0BG

Commander ‘Operations'

ANNUAL REPORT 1982

INTRODUCTTION:
Te With increasing effectiveness over the years, the

Special Demonstration Squad, a support group formed in 1968

at the height of the anti-Vietnam demonstrations, has provided
high guality information, unavailable from other sources,
concerning the activities of the ultra left, revolutionary

and anarchist fratemity. Conseguently accurate assessments
can be supplied to the uniform branch of the police service

in London and elsewhere, concerning the number of persons,

the degree of likely or potential wviolence and the plans

of the organisers and participants in demonstrations. Buch
~information obtained enables a valued and pecessary service

to be provided in planning for such sireet level protests to
be policed effectively., Other information gleaned about
extremist and pressure groups, including prominent individusls,
ig a valuable by-product passed to the relevant sections of
Special Branch and to the Security Service. This report
putlines the sotivities, finances, adninlebration and general
security of the Special Demonstration Sguad during the year
ending 11t December, 1982,

COVERAGE:

2. To -pehieve 1bs allobted objectives, the following main
organisations are, at present, directly penetrated or indirectly
monitored by D8 officers:

TROTSKYIST

Seoialist Yorkers Party

Right to Work Campaign

Bocialist Workers Student Organisation
Bevolutionary Commmnist Party

Spartacist League
Bed Action
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Bevolutionary Compunist Group

Pight Bacism Fight Isperialism

MARXTST-LENINIST

Revolutionary Communist Party of Great Britain (M-L)

Peovles Democratic Pront
Compunist Youth Union of Britain
Albanian Society

Progressive Cultural Association
London Student Movement

FRO-THISH

Troops Uot Movement

Irish Freedom Movement
Armagh Co-ordinating Group

North (and South) Irish Solidarity Committees

Irish in Britain Representation Group

ANARCHTST

Freedon Collective

Xtra

121 Brixton Anarchist Bookshop
Brizton Squetters Ald

Direct Action Movement
Belfast aAvarchist Collective
Black Flag

ANTL-FABCTED
Anti ¥ezi Lesgue
Workers Apainst Bacisn

ANTI-NUCLEAR
Anti-Tueclear Campaign
Campaign Tor Nuclear Dissrmsment
Peace Camp Movement
Buropesn Nuclear Dissymement
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PERSONNEL AND ADMINISTRATION:

2 The mmerical strength of the SDS presently stands at
eighteen officers. Of these, eight Sergeants and four Constables
are operational, whilst two Constables are engaged in the
administration office pending transfer to operational duties

in 1983, Supervisory and administrative duties are performed

by a Chief Inspector, Inspector and two Sergeants. Further

overall supervision is under the umbrella of a Chief Superintendent
and Superintendent in charge of 'S' Squad, responsible for
technical and other support services within Special Branch.

4 During 1982 an Inspector and three Sergeants lefti
operational duties on completion of their tour of duty,
normelly & maximum of four years. They were replaced by a
Sergeant and four Constables.

B Two Constables were successful in the 1982 Competitive
Promotion Examination and have been promoted to the rank of
Sergeant. Another Constable passed the Promotion Examination
a8 & guallifier.

By virtue of the 'exceptional retention' clause
approved by the Commissioner, none of the promoted officers
hag left Special Branch under the interchange system.

6. Since 1970 the Souad has operated on an optimum figuve

of twelve operatiopal officers. Variations in establishment
throughout the year have occurred due to four officers completing
their tour of duty; the inability, on occasions, to acquire

the right calibre officers as replacements and the lack of
volunteers ready and willing to sacrifice their normal working
exigtence for the exceptionally demanding role required.

However, as we enter 1983, I am in & position to report

that the current establishment tareet of twelve operstionsl
officers has been reached.

WELPARE/SUFPERVISION:
Ta With the rumber of operational officers incressing

from pine to twelve throughout 1982, it hes given the Unit

a wider snd more pubstential coverage of ceriain organisstions.
However, even with this figure, we are spread thinly on the
ground. To meet the challenges faced, bearing in mind the
paramount requirement of security, new areas are constantly
explored and on occasions officers are directed to fade from
one organisation to reappear within another as the need arises.
Whilst such situations are kept to a minimm, it is the only
strategy possible to maintain realistic coverage of potential
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trouble areas. Due to the increasing demands made on individuals,
the fact that each officer has to live with his "alter ego”,
often under difficult and stressful circumstances, welfare is

of the vimost importance, By its very nature, the SDS operation
dictates that each officer must cut himself off from contact
with other police officers and does not involve himself in any
social or other overt activity directly or indirectly associated
with the police service, Thus supervisory officers remain their
main link with the Service and to this end twice-weekly meetings
are held at one or other of the two secure headquarter flatis,
when all members are normally presgent., In addition, operational
officers are regularly met individually by supervisory officers,
g0 that each one has the opportunity to discuse any personal or
professional problems privately. Thie blend of collective and
personal ¢lose supervision is essential for the maintenance of
high morale and professionalism, Furthermore it is accepted
practice that any officer can eeek advice or assistance from
ary of the S5DS supervisory or administrative staff at any time,
by telephone or personal contact,

SECURITY:

8, The difficulties in maintaining a high degree of security
have increased in direct proportion to the length of time the
Squad has been in existence, now 1l yearse. To combat this
problem, security precautions are continually vreviewed., Each
new mpﬂxa%ianal nffim@r is carefully selected, thoroughly

substantiate his ‘new’ mmimt@n&m, Imprmvwment& over th& years
have catered for most, if not all, loopholes or anomalies save

the bhuman error, All officers who, of neceseity, become aware of
the activities of the SDS are contimually reminded of the need

to maintain security. Although each officer alters his
appearance to sult his role and subsequently reverts to a more
pormal appesrance befitiing a pellive officer, continved cognissnce
is taken where to best place an individual when he has completed
his tour of duty. The balance of career development, together
with 8 position of suitable employment where his former activities
will not be compromised, remain the basie of such a decision.
Additionally, the individusl officer's view ie taken inito
congideration, as far as practicable,

ACCOMMODATION

G & continuing problem for the Squad is the ascubte shortege
of comparatively sheap, furnished accommodation., Officers
entering the 'field' during 1982 have experienced considerable
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] The sssigbance and co-operation of Chiel Inspector
I 'B' Department, F > Transport sod [l
g1 1GY Dep i, nave greatly aided the smoot

mnning o

difficulty in obtaining ‘cover' flats or bed-sitters meeting
with the eriterias of security and expense. A4 policy by certain
abgentes landlords to sell individual units forced three
egtablighed officers to seek alternative accommodation during
the year and two other officers are currently under a similar
threat. Such problems have been encountered in initial atitempis
to obtain alternative headquarter flats, particularly in large
anonymous blocks. Fortunately the latter situation is not
pressing as both present headquarter flals are deemed %o be
gafe venues for regular squad meetings, although future moves
may need to be contemplated during 1983,

TRANSPORT s

10, Onee again the provision of 'privately owned' second-
hand motor vehicles to each officer has proved of inestimable
value.

g part of “the BD8 opersiion. A uopprebensive
report, concerning 5DS transport, is dealt with separately on
TR 14/73/10 Pt II.

11. /1982 Bu
Credit balance brought forward
ag at 31.3.81 1,521.06
Imprest received from ;
l;f;@*ﬁ}. -t }3*%315;2 2%;@6{%“%
Credit recelved on
25.1.82 237,00
otal income for period 24,958,06
%*&,ﬁ%? - 3?«;&483
Hupenditure Expenditure Euxpenditure
from 1.4.51 from 1.1.82 from 1.4.81
Rent 8,429.89 24 386,96 10,816.85
Gas & Eleetricity 929,46 503,42 1,433.48
Telephones 621,2: 522,25 1,142.87
Uperational expenses 5,455.59 2,258.76 Te714.35
17,453.22 55 769.21 23,222.43
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Bent 9,722.%2
Gas & Electricity 827.46
Telephones Ta7,.51
Rates 140790

Ooerationel erpenpes 9,115.45

21,870.64

SDS Account at 51.12.82:~

Balance B/F from 31.3.82
(audited and found correct on 2.4.82) 1,735.6%

Imprest received from 22,500.00
1.4.82 %o 31.12.82

Uredit recelved 7.7.82 A5 18
Expenditure for the period 21,870.64

1.4.82 to 31,12.82

5DS BATANCE AT 31.12.82 £2,408.11

1%,  Strict control of expenditure has enabled the Squad
to keep within ite 1@&2/3 approved total budget of £30,000.
Caleulated ontgoings for the final quarter of the present
Fivanciel year arve not expected to exceed this overall buldget
and, therefore, the projected figures produced in the 1981
Anmual Report will prove an accurate assesement of the year's
sogte. This hee been due mainly to the foect that the Sgusd
has been operating for most of the year with legs officers than
the seteblishwment allows,. Heintadnine & foll conpliment of
twelve officerye hes inevitebly incressed recent expenditure,
guickly eroding the surplus built up during the yeayr.

i4. Although inflation is into the single figure,

the economic situvation makes fubure budgetary esssessments
difficult to formmlate. Whilst electricity prices have been
pegged, gas charges increased by a total of 259% during 1982
and it is anticipated that general rates will be increased in
most, 17 not all, london boroughs in Apeil 1983,
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15, Specific reference must algo be made to an avea of
inereassing operationsal expenses which cammot constitute
incidental expenditure by way of normal diary claims. TFor
example, subscripbtions paid for membership of various
political groups; donations individuals are obliged to make
for particular campaigns; purchase of publications; telephone
charges for headquarter flats; equipment hire; miscellaneous
expenses regularly incurred towards setting up and maintaining
toover' flats, all constitute regular operational expenses,
over and sbove the normal charges for rents, rates, gas and
electricity.

16, With these factors borne in mind it is considered
necegsary to seek approval for the 1%@5/%4 budget to be
increased by 16.6% to £35,000,

17 On 204 April, 1982 the SDS accounts for 1981/1987
were sudited by Deputy Director of Finaonce, and found correci.

BEVIEW AND PERSPECTIVES:

18, One of the primary objectives of the Bpecial Demonstration
Squad is to predict the future trends in street level extremist
political sctivity, posing a serious or potential threat to
public order. A constant review of such sotivity is underiaken
by supervising officers in order to place and direct operational
officers towards those aress from which such threats emsnate.

The penetration of any organisation is never underteken unless
there is Jjustification on the basis of the Commissioner's
responsibility for the preservation of public order in the
Metropolis. From the practical viewpoint a contimual flow of
information covering public order matiers, security and

criminal activities concerning the organisations penetrated

or monitored is provided by the Special Demonstration Sguad

on & daily basis. To detaill such information acquired throughout
1982 would be lmprecticsl. However, in order to give an
indication of the sctivities of the Soved, I have reviewed,
albeit briefly, certain main areas of current interest, including
1 82 evepts worthy of note and trends for 1983,

16, On lst April 1982 a joint team of officers from
Special Branch and the Anti-Terrorist Squad (COC13) executed
gsearch warrants sgainst the Freedom Collective of Anarchists
and Little 'A' Printers in the Bast End of London. Printing
plates asnd several thousand pamphlets dealing with the manufacture
of explogive devices, home-made guns, assassination techniques
and booby~traps were geized. It was believed that the

intention was to distribute the pamphlets %o selected areas

of lLondon prior to Easter in anticipation of a recurrence of
1981%'s serdious racial disturbances. In the event, the

Director of Public Prosecutions decided not to prosecute the
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seven anarchists arrested during the search. However, police
action had the effect of curbing the distribution of such
literature. All the information relating to printing of the
material and ite sources was provided by the SDS prior to the
execution of the warrants. Likewise the Squad was in 2 position
to provide information on the subsequent reaction to the raids
and continues to monitor the machinations and activities of

this particular strata of society.

20 In the aftermath of the Railton Road, Brixton, disturbance
in Hovewber 1982, press accounts of 'white anarchist sgitators?
tended to confuse the real effect anarchisis have on the young
black population frequenting the srea. S5DS information has
indicated that no links exist between the highly politicised
Brixton ansrchiste and the local young black community. ALl
attenpts to bulld bridges between the political and purely
criminel elements have proved a total failure. In short,

the assesement of anarchist involvement follows the same

pattern which prevailed after the 1981 disorders, that

anarchipts are limited to participation in a crimival disturbance
rather than incitement of an ideologically motivated uprising.
However, given the motivation of the more prominent of the
Brixton ansrchists and thelr fundamental aim of destroying the
State, there is no doubt that they will sesk 1o heighten conflict
with the police, the State's more overt arm, whenever the
opportunity presents iteelf.

23 Further white political paxticipation in the emotive

issue of racien in Brixton manifested iiself on this occasion
through the opportunist politics of individual members of

Workers Against Racism, a 'front' organisation of the Revolutionary
Communist Party. Such ability to set spontanecusly motivates
certain publicity seeking elements within that organisation and
receives attention by the media out of all proportion to the
minimal influence such organisations have on the local population.
SDS information clearly has and will contirme to form the guide-
lines in ssgessging the effect of such groups at street level.

224 With particular reference to the Bast london branch of

the HOP, 1% bas become apporent to-ites leadership that s tremeundovs
amount of work hes been dove in thet ares with mivimunm concrete
resulis. Although Workers Against Hacism have long courted
the Asian population they have failed to make any real ilmpact
on them commensurate with the energy expended. Workers Against
Racisw are peeking new areas where the population may be more
recaptive to the organisation with the intention of attracting
the black and 'trendy'! white commnity, particularly in the
Bagt EBnd, and the Southern areas of London, both groups being
more capable of individual asction than the Asians. Noves in
this direciion have been seen through RCP candidature in the
Bermondsey by-election and increasing vociferous activity
surrounding the Lambeth Police Congultative Group, and links
with the Lambeth Police Monitoring Group and the Hackney Police
Monitoring Group
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23, The Falklands conflict dominated ‘the early part of the

year, predictably giving rise to the formation of an Ad Hoc
Commitiee for Peace in the Falklands representing & mumber of
pacifist and left-wing orgenisations. Regular Sunday demonstrations
tock place during the hostilities in the South Atlantic. As

the Ad Hoc Committee gained momentum, through information

supplied by the SDS and elsewhere, it became noticeable that

the extreme left were making a determined effort to infiltrate

and dominate the movement. Prior knowledge of potential trouble-
makers, firm action by police and co-operation by the organisers
prevented disorder and, by and large, each event was relatively
peaceful, although minor incidents resulted in the arrest of
several left and right wing participants.

o N The Campaign for Muclear Disermament marked the United
Nations Special Session for Disarmament with a national demonsiration
on 6th June, Plamned originally to take place at Greenham

Common, it was switched to London when the wvisit by President
Reagan was announced. Over 90,000 people were attracted by this
event making it one of the largest CHD demonsirations for a number
of years., This was followed on 8th June by a CND inspired xally
in the Central Hall, Wesiminster, providing an ‘altermative' o
the President's speech in Parliament on that day.

25 Much of the year was spent by the CND preparing for
Operation 'Hard Rock'. Their efforts, whilst hailed as a
'victory! by the organisation, were defused largely because of
the cancellation of this civil defence exercise by the Home
‘Office. 1983 will be a decisive year for the Peace Movement.

The enthusiastic endorsement of non-violent direct action, the
result of an intense intermal debate over the past two years, at
the 1982 CND Anrual Conference held at Sheffield in November
marked a gathering of momentum towards the first stage of their
present campaign ~ the prevention of the imstallation of Cruise
migsiles and the rejection of Trident. A mass mobilisation in
gupport of the Women's Peace Camp at Greenham Common, a 1982
cause celebre, on 12/13th December was the first step in the
strengthening of their resolve.  Buch sebionsg will be followed
in 1983 by the setting up of further peace camps, lobbying
Parlissent, doorstey and workplace canvassing, incressing non-
violent direct actions at local level and activity during the
Sizewell 'B' public en uiry. Easter national demonstrations are
plamed for England (Greenham Common and/or Aldermaston),
Scotland and possibly Weles, building towards a Durther national
demonstration in the capital, on Saturday 22nd October 1983, to
co—incide with the begimming of UN Disarmament week. I by
Auvbumn 198% Cruise migsiles are still due to be deployed, CED
will prepare themselves to make a more direct challenge to the
Govermment, against the background of a possible General Election,
in the form of mass non~viclent direct action and civil disocbedience

tagticn.

26, Presgident Heagan's visit also spawned the Reagan
Heceplion ﬂf.}m%@a, 2 ﬁoaialm"h Wax*kam Party vehicle set up
for the express purpoge of protestine azainst the President’s visit.
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& large rowdy demonstration plamned to take place in Grosvenor
Sguare, W1, was diluted through a 'volte~face' decision by

SWP Central Committee, who were of the opinion that the vast
majority of trade unioniste and the 'working class' in this
country, although supporting the Government in its stand against
the aggreseion by Argentina, were agalnet the use of military
foree in ousting Arvgentinian forces from the Palklands and
looked upon President Reagan as being a peacemaker. In the
event a much reduced peaceful picket by some 2,500 supporters
took place, a token gesture to what was originally envisaged.
Commensurate with the propaganda war against the present
Conservative Government, the Socialist Workers Party, under the
guise of the Right to Work Campaign, sttempied to caplislise on
the unemployment situation by holding a 'March on Parlisment!
from 218t to 25th Pebruary 1982, This particular series of
demonstrations broke with RIVWC practice in that all fook place
in London, whereby on previous occasions demonstrators have
marched from the provinces to the capital. The slogan "Jobs
not Y.0.Pe", designed to atitract adverse publicity for the
Youth Opportunities Scheme, concluded with a weak demonsiration
of L50 supporters. Advanced plans were known and proved
invaluable in policing this event.

27 Bimilar knowledge wag obtained of the organisation and
tactics behind the SWP's decision to picket, instead of marching,
undar the banner of the RWC, to the Copssrvative Party Conference
on 8th Cectober, 1982, At that time, as & rvesult of the TUC
inspired national and regional 'days of action' in support of
the industrial dispute by Health Bervice workers, the SWP

saw its priority to rally around the latter by strengthening
local picket lines at hospitals., Thus, as predicted, only some

- 400 persons, a much reduced turn~out than previous years, hurled
verbal abuse at delegates leaving or entering the Brighion
Conference Centre resulting in four arresis. Bussex Police

have placed on record their appreciastion of the assistance
rendered by the SDS in connection with this event,

28, Demoralised by the pay dispute settlements of the health
workery, miners and raillvaymern, the Bocialist VWorkers Party
appeared to lose its appetite for large scale demonstrations
during the latter half of 1982, particularly on such specific
ingues, heving caloulsted that during the present peried of
recession and high unenplovwent, sueh tectics do not abiract

new membership, In keeping with Bolshevik philosophy, the

BYP bhas reverted to conwolidation, bullding geographical branches
and dntevrvening in industrial disputes at local lewel, Inevitably
the SWP will continue to exploit any opportunity to gain
political ecapital from the emotive issues of the day, in particular
the Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament, including an attempt to
strengthen and mobilise mass militant activity, including none
violent direct action, through rank znd Tile trade unismists,
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29, Any anticipated confrontation between the extreme
right wing and the revolutionary left did not materialise in
1987, This was due, in part, to the right exercised by the
Commissioner under the Public Order Act 1936, to ban
processions where there was & strong possibility of public
disorder occurring. As the result of internal power struggles,
the right wing movements have again fragmented. They are
weak, lack finances and are demoralised at present. Their
demonstrations, when held, have been small and their electoral
support barely significant. Any present general orientation
towards countering right wing organisations is seen by the
Anti Nazi league as a wasted exercise and counter-productive.
Physical attacks by the revolutionary left would provide the
right with the opportunity to mobilise a number of otherwise
passive supporters. The ANL, however, is being retained by
the SWP, as a national body, and a means of organising egeinst
ight in future ghould circumstances redicall

20 It has been policy in recent years that no direct
coverage be given to either the Provisional Sinn Fein or the
Workers Party. Effective penetration, however, has been made
and will be maintained of fringe organisations such as the
Troops Out Movement, the Irish Freedom Movement (formerly the
Smash the Prevention of Terrvorism Act Campaign ~ & "front!

of the Revolutionary Communist Party) and the new Forth and
South London Irish Solidarity Committees, 'fronts' of the
Revolutionary Communist Group.

31. Following closely on the heels of sexism and recism,

gpeciesism, a concept linking cruelty to animals to the oppression

of all non-human beings, has recently focussed the activities
of the broad based Animal Liberation Movement. Although London
has yet to see large demonsirations by this movement, some of
the more militant individuals, perticularly within the Animal
Liberation Pront, are probably the most experienced exponents
of direct action and agitation in this country foday. Whilst
the Government hove promiged fto publish s green paper on erxdmsl
welfare — possibly in the next six months ~ with a view fo
legislation in the next Parliament, an example of a potential
danger came in the ghape of crude letter bombs sent to the Prime
Minister and other establisghed political leaders in November
1982, purporting to be from the hitherto unknown Animal Hights
Militie. The Animel Liberation Movement functions much like the
Peace Movement in that it is decentralised and consists mainly
of local groups varying in practice and effectiveness. Coverage
of such diverse and mmerous groups by the Special Demonstration
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Squad can never be absolute. HNevertheless, in keeping with
our main objectives, inroads have commenced.

(VG

Chief Inspectdr
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MEMORANDUM

2o 0

Chief Bunerintendent 1857 -Sauad

SEECTAL DEVORSTRAPION SoULD THANSPORD

1. The sputhorigsed strength of the £D8 fleet rwmﬂ*mﬁ at

1l end all vehicles vere in operation for mest of the Fea,
Beven vehicles were disposed of, three due to ffiwﬁﬁﬂ lenving
the Sguad end four due to operational reasons, snd eight
venieles were faken dnto use. One vehiecle was put into
operationsl use in early Jenuary 1983 and is not included in
breakdown of operationsl coste for the perisd et Jeousry

2 ko 31st December 1982 submitted with this report.

iy

£

H

The total operationsl cost of the fleet, £23,L3%.5l,
deerease in 1982 from the previous vear by QV@%

It should be onoted that vhilst the figures shown
ivelude the cost of vehicle se lloences

Looowt of g newly m&mm&xm& vehicole h&v&mm

i

. ki@ﬂﬁ brmk@ gyetem overhaul ag recomy (L by bhe
Senior Engineer Transport (Maintenance), @hw total repalr
goﬁi mf the fleet glso shows a decrease from the previous

ﬁ%guﬂwﬂ. The averapge cost per mile for the fleet
ged from 13.80 pence in 1981 to 1. 72 vence.

s subnitted with this yevort are deltalls of wehicles
geatd *@ﬁ

and digposed of in 1082,

ans fl@%t rvm&; e with 208

¥ Gray
Detective Sergepnt
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