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Assista•nt Seci-eta--y.

R.A. James Eso.,P.4 Div-Ision,
Police
:1Ine Office,
Hoissefe:cry. 

House,Dean 71.y1e SLeeet,Lor-defl, SeW, a.

Telephcne :
N E W CA S TL E 23451

TELEX 53106

01:1-1-:
C.I.D. Corn irnif

To All Chief 
Conqtables.

Dear Sir,

CONSTABLE'S OFFICE
GPO Box IDG

NEWCASTLE UPON
NE99 1DG

15th Jurlel 1:70.

sp7r,T.itj, L, s,........._:_-_---___2_-_•_---
. Durin.z7 the course of 

re-organisaten of training for Special

Branch 
-personnel, it 17as agree, thc,re wcs a pressing need fo-r. a

recognised ' s of 7-;Lefe-oence, for S,,ee4a1 731-anches and 1 enclose

here.;Lit1-1 for your irfo-,-mtior, a cosy of the 1'e of of -,ieferencet

iihich has been DrePamed in collbo on with the Security Service

and other 
interested Parties and which has now been agreed by the

Cor ittee.
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OF NEF:7-. '

Special Branch officers are police officers and arc
resmonsil)le through the head of the Branch to their Chief Office

2. EJECTION

Special Branch is responsible -for acquiring Security
intelligence, both secret and overt (a) to assist the Chief Officer
in the preservation of public order, (b) as directed by the Chief Officer
to assist the Security Service in its task of defending the realm froni
attempts at espionage and sabotage and from actions of persons and
organisations which may be judged to be subversive of the security of .
the State.

3. TA=3,

(a)

(b)

(0)

(a)

(e)

To provide the Chief Officer with_intelligence
affecting public order; and, on behalf of the
Chief Officer, the Security Service with
intelligence affecting national security.'
On behalf of the Chief Officer to provide the
Metropolitan Special Branch with intelligence
affecting the activities of the Irish
Republican Army. .

1-5.th the approval of the Chief Officer to
provide support to the Security Service in .
operations and enquiries including assistance
in the operation of the Travel- Tiotification _
Scheme for diplomats and officials. -
In consultation with the Security Service to
vollectl .process and ncord informatier about
subversive or potentially subversive -organisations
and individuals.

To investigate or .to assist in investigating'
Offences having as their purpose the achievement.
of a subversive or political objective especially
those relating to sabotage and. against the
Official Secrets Acts, consulting the Security

- Service as neczssary.



(g)

To investi :=.:, : iversive bac1 .n:1
demonstratjc:_-_. 2 1.)reaches of public crl

and, in con.:-:-allal cn with the Security S.::
to Certain incicsiriel disputes.
To report on any security implications in cases
of possession of or dealing in firearms and
explosives.

(h) To carry out all naturalisation enquiries,
conduct any prosecution arising therefrom as
necessary and co-oparatd-Vith: the Security Service
on any specific security issue which may arise.

(1) To co-ordinate all aliens enquiries and
supervise the maintenance of aliens records.

mie tion.

To carry out enquiries relating to control of
Commonwealth i zra 

(h) At Airports and Seaports to make arrests of
ranted criminals, to detect offence S and to
gather security and criminal intelligence in
collaboration with the Ports Office of the
Lietropolitan Special Branch. •

(1) To carry out protection duties (usually in
co-operation with 1.1etropolitan Police) in
respect of visits of Royalty, Foreign Heads of
State and other important persons as the need
arises,:

(m) To maintain such records as are required and --
ensure the security of their content.

(n) To ensure that classified correspondence and
Papers are correctly handled in accordance with
Government instructions for personnel and physical
security.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

(See attached annexe for expansion and interpretation of terms of reference):.



•

• 1, TESPONSI=

The du ios of a Special Branch. whe-;_-_ -,r in its work for the
Security Service or cn behalf of other Covernnont rtments or in Its
enquiries into isse: affecting public order or ot::cr matters relating to
the Force, are such as to require the strictest control by a senior officer
of the Terce. It wills of course, be for the Chief Officer on whom
responsibility ultimately rests to delegate this rcsponsibility to another
senior officer prefer:tbly an Assistdnt-Chief Const:Ile. Ideally, the head of
the Special Branch responsible for its day-to-d2y operation should be of not
less than Detective Inspector rank, though this will naturally depend on the
size of the Branch.

2. It is important to ac1nowled -60 that the responsibilities of
a Force Sz)ecial Dranch can only be set out in broae, terms. The practical
style of .;-erking of SDLIcial Branches and the scope of their activities in
any field would be indicated in more precise terns in any agreed training
prograane for Force Special Branches and would necessarily be affected by
any particular instructions issued by the Chief Officer

3. FurcTic-J

It is important that Special Branches Should have a clear
idea of what constitutes "persons and organisatione vhich may LJ ju---,ed to
be subversive Of the security of the State". Broadly speaking these are
any organisation or individual whose purpose is the undermining or overthr=
of the established democratic order.

%SKS

(a)

(b) The authority for this requiremenb rests in Home

Office circular number 25/54 of 18 January 1954.
(c) Eil.

(d)

(e) Considerations such as the size of the n-1-:,nrsh the
experience of its menbers and the seriousness of the
offence will doubtless influence Chief Officers to

decide Tyhather their Force Special Branch will
"invest4.v-ta" or "assist in invos zatin,7".



2h investigations

.:: ssary to assist the

further than is

in the
. aischarge of his respensildlily for the maintenance
of law and order ana to meet my Security Service
request for intelligence on the role played by
subversive elements,%whether individuals or
organisations, in the dispute.
All cases involving firearms or explosives, except
those having a clearly identifiable criminal Object,
need to be assessed by the- Force Special Branch for
Possible security (including Irish Republican)
content. The SpeCial - Branch involvement in the. early
stages is usually achieved most effectively by the

'insertion in Force Order's of an instruction that
Special Branch be informed immediately of all such.
cases coming to the notice of police.
This recommendation is made on the basis that
naturalisation cases provide an opportunity for overt
interest in emigre.communities.
In practice this responsibility 1:ould vary from Force
to Force, depending upoh the amount of routine work
involving aliens in the Farce area. In Forces
having large alien Populations and numerous enquiries
regarding aliens - e.g. enquiries on behalf of BD ,
regarding, visa applications by persons wishing to
visit this country - it is recommended.that the
Special Branch responsibility be limited to vetting
each proposed enquiry regarding an alien in order
that it may be assessed for security cbnteht, the
enquiry being taken over by Special Branch in suitable
cases. Similarly in regard to the maintenance of
aliens records, it may be considered expedient in
Forces having a small resident alien populatien for
the records to be maintained by the Special Branch.
Areas having larger alien populations may consider it
more practical for the Special .Branch to be closely
involved 17ith the aliens section but not having
responsibility for day-to-day control of the records.
Such enouiries if conducted by Special Branch have -
benefit in that they serve the added purpose of
Providing ol-.)o.,.'tnities for intelligence regarding



(k)

(1)

the imligrant co:Imun.j 7:ithin the Force.  area.'

In Forces having iLligrant communities

within their jurisdiction, it is recemiaended that

the role of the•S ciT11 Branch be confined to

vetting and being aware of all such enquiries,

taking over responsibility for enquiry in those

cases uhich have an aoparont security -content.

Nil.

This is an important area of responsibility and

during enquiries into militant extremist individuals

or groups, reouires constant attention to be paid

:to cMigre and immicr:f-ant.individuals and groups and

other Persons likely to y:ish to cause harm or

embarrassment to prominent persons anythere in th,-

United Kingdom. Periodic attention must also be

paid to mentally disturbed indiyidu2ls who come to

notice of police as likely to approach such persons.

(m) Nil.

(n) Physical security is governed by Home Office circular

POL/67 19/2/7 and P3L/68 19/2/8, issued on 111111a:oh

1969. Personnel security in regard to positive

vetting is governed by Home Office circular

POL/61 20/9/7 issued on 13 September 1963. - It is

recommended that the field enquiries into the positive

vetting of all members of the Special Branch and the

civilian staff attached thereto be conducted by the

senior officer(s) of the :Peirce Special Branch.

8 April 1970


