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Durins the course of re-organisai:

“Branch persozmel, it yas asreed there
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- Speci ranvh o¢A.c»v: cre police officers aznd ars
responsily e through the hezd of the Zranch to their Chief Officer,
2 FJRCTION

ZULVELUN

Special Branch is respensible” for ecquiring security

intelligence, both secret and overt (2) to assist the Chief Officer .
in the preservation of public oxrder, b) as directed by the Chief Officer
to assist the Zscur ty Seﬁvvce in iis task of defending the realm from
attenpts at espionzge and Sabotage and Foom actibns of persons and

2 E ] o wdad A . i
organisavions vhich nay be Judged to be subversive of the security of

(a) To provide the Chief Officer with intelligence

a¥fecting public order; and, on beh2lf of the
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Chief Officer, the Secur
intelligence affecting naticnal securityv.
(v) On behalf of the Chiof Officer to provide the
Hetropolitan Special Branch with intvelligence
affecting the activii tieg ¢of the Irish
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(c) 7ith the approvpi of the Chiel Off
Provide supvort to the Security Service in
operations and enquiries including assistance

in the operation of the Travel

and individusls
(e) To investigate » to assist in investigating

offences having as their rurpose the achievement
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those relatir 5 te s=2%

of a subversive or political cbjective ¢specially
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() To dnvestisat. o - cubversive background <
demonstraticns o 1 Lreaches of public cric ;

and, in corzuliziicn with the Security Sc: ice,

to certain indusivial disputes,

implications in

&

(g) Do report on ery scouri

of possession of or dealing in firearms and

explosives,
turalisation enguiries,

(h) To cerry oul

conduct any prosecution arising therefron

o-operate with the Security Service
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On any specific security isste which mav axise,
(1) To ce-ordinate all 2liens enguirics and
,‘supczfvise the mzir{ten“' ce of aliens records.
= () 7 To carry out cnquiries welating to control of
Commonwéaltn irmigration,

’ X) At Airports ang Sceports to mzke arresis o

collaboration with the Ports Office of the

(l) To carry out protection duties (usua.lly in

'(m) To maintain such records cs ares regeired and

(. (n) To ensure thaz 2lessified correspondence and

bapers are correctly handled in accordance with

Governaent instructions for personncl and physical
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“ie8 of a Special Branch, whein-r in its vork fox ti
cpzrements or in iis

enguiries into izsues affecting public order or other maiters relating to

the Force, are such os to requix e the strictest
of the Force. It vill; of cou~~b, be for the Chicgi
responsibility ultimaisly rests to delegate thi

B
senior officer Drefevably an Assistdnt.Chiel Constoble, Ideally, the head of

+ 3 1 . -
the Specizl Rrench res oonsible for its day-to-day operati should be of noi
less than Detective inspector rank, though this will noturally depend on thc

2. It is important to acknovledge that the rwesponsibilities of ‘
a2 Porce S»ecizl Zranch can only bc set out in broad terms, The practical

and the scope of their activities i

style of vorking of Spocizl Bronches
any field would be indicated in more precise tewas in any agreed training
pbrograane for Yorce Special Brenches and - would necessarily be affected by

ssued by the Chief Officer.

foe

any particular instructions

30 FULCTICH

It is important that Specizal Branches should have a clear
idea of vhat constitubes “persons and organisaiions thich may be Judged ta
be subversive of +the security of the State". Broadly speaklng these are
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(C) I;il. ’

(e) Censiderations such 2s the sizz of the Branch, the
. exveriencs of its meosbers ard the sceriousness of the
. offence will doubtless influence Chief 6fficers to
Gecide vhetner their Force Special Zrarch 7311
"investizats?t or "oszzict in invesiigating',



(X

{

(&)

(h)

(

(

J

)

)

v s a s B yo T facd 3 -1
chooanvestvigotions shic Curther than is
A Oy e o s N N ' ! - - S
Soesnsary 3o assist the ¢ GUiicer in the
-~ - b e Ead %0 T8 Al ik > I
“4s2narge of his responzibilisy for the mxintenance

£17 ceses involving fircoras or explosives,; except
those haeving o clearly identifisble criminal object,
heed to be assessed by the Force Special Branch for
DPossible secu rlty (includi ng Irish Republicen)
content, The Spe01al‘Branch involvement in the eaxly

stages is usuzally achieved nost effectively by the

“

inserblon in Porce Orders of an instruction that
Specicl Branch be informed immediate1y of all such
C&Ses coming to the notice of police,

This récommendgtion is m2de on the boasis that .

P . :
navuralisation cases provide =n opportunity for overt

In prectice this responsibility would vary from Force
to Force, depending upon the nmount of mwutine worx
involving aliens in the T'orce aren, In Forces
hoving large alien vopulations and numercus enquiries

rTegarding alions - e,g. enquiries on behalf of H

(w

regarding visa applications by persons wishine i
visit this country - it is recom:ncnf‘c—d‘tha‘L the
Specizl Exanch responsibility be limited to vettins
each proposed enquiry regarding an alien in order
that it may be assessed for security content, the
enquiry beinz taken over by 3pecial Branch in suitable
maintenance of

-

cases.  Similerly in regord to the on

aliens records, it a2y be considered expedient in

Forces havirg a smnll xresident clien populction fo
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Suc h enguiries if cordu




is recommended thot

be confined to
such engquiries,
enguiry in thosce
security contaont,
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(}C) lTilo - B P

of res»onsibility ond

(1) This is zn 1np0“t~ aren
during enquirics into militont extremist individuals

oxr groups, reguirces constanst

- to emigre and immigront indi

ja¥=)

other persons likely to wish to cause harm oxn
to promihent persons anyihere in the '

rl"

embarrnssae
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United {ingdom. Periodic attention must also be
paid to mentelly disturbed individusle who come to
notice of poiioe as likely to approzch such persons.

(m)  Hil. '

(n) Pnysical security is governed by Home Office circular
POL/6T 19/2/7 and POL/6E 15/2/8, issuved on 1l iizrch
1969.  Persomnel scourity in regard o positive
vetting is governed by Ho Office circula
POL/61 20/5/7 issued on 13 September 1963. It is

ies into the posi

N

recommended that the field enqui
vetting of 2ll members of the Specizl Dranch and th

civilian staff aticched thereto be conducted by the

- senior officex(s) of the Force Special Brarch,




