SUBVERSION IN THE U.X. ~ 1972

areAnot con81dorcd in hlS naner,

There are several issues btoday which uJOV"de
subversive orgenisations with ouwvertunities for-
exploitation, by propagenia and by Girect forms of
protest. British entry into the Z.E.C., the
Tndustrial Relations legisletion, the level of wun~
employment, the conduct of affairs in Northorn
Ireland, even lesser issues such &g the decision o
limit ffee school milk aen¢ the yprovosals for control-
ling student union funds, are matters on which
substential sections of mne commu41ty teﬁd Ho Oppase
the government. These issues nrovide couses which
subversive organlss ilon@ hﬁvc not been slow to scize
on but their vole snd what they have achieved must

“be seen in Lersnective. In recent major issues, for

example the coal miners® sﬁrxke, Upper Clyde Ship-

;bu1¢ucrg and oon031t&on to the Tmaust“1a1 Relations

1egiblati01 the efforts of - ubveralve groups represent
a small 1 &ft of a genersl momentum While not
1ns¢gn1¢Lcant their efforts have uot been decisive,

2. The number of peonle who may be described

as commitied SQyﬁquFfS of the various subversive
organisations or who areviolently inelined inarchists,
is little more than 40,000 or well below Q.1¢ of tlhe
vopulation. This figure bears lidttle rel_twoﬁsh¢§
to the temporary, wider supnort which subversive ‘
orgonisations sometimes obtain whien uhev ﬂ&owu cav*mﬂ
ox‘hu:&ﬁyvuucﬁ enjoy & broad arves . g
Trotakyist inspired deme?sir“f*o OVOr Vluhnmn LQ
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'Awby some - ?9,900 ne :
number of irotsxylsts 10

h.l..' B.n‘s -
29,000 strong Communist . ar&y of Gre
{C.P.G. B ) exercises a di Tt

among 10 million trade

Je A1l subversive gTOHpS view porular causes
as OQQOFhunltIEQ for extending their influence.
Although from time to time they find it tactically
acceptabie to mske commen cause in joint demonstrations,
1L should not be inferred thsi there are 40,000
ganised militants, with identical subversive ains,
pewmuncntly capable of united action and under cen-
tralised direction. Experience over the past five
years suggests that the more revolutionsry groups of
the ultra-left, the Trotsh ylats ‘end Maoists for
example, are 1ncaa ble of forming lasting associs ‘tlons.
When they do collaborete among themselves and with
the C.P.G.3.; their re l&ClOﬁﬁulo is usually uneasy
and ephemeral, punciusted by deutrlnal rivalrices and
power struggles. \

THE :OURC““ O“’ HUJ SRS TON

fhe Communists

4 The C.7.G.B., which with 29,000 menbers is
the strongest subversive group in the country, aims
to create a socimlist state “through GGJOGT ul meﬁn

It plans First bo bricg about 4 broad | wgialig

allzznce which will lead a large mCal@ PO
struggle to improve the social snd economic comuLTlons
of worging weonicn Once in power it progoses to con-
soelidate its rositvicn by filling the lsading appoint-
nents in kh@ pablic service, armed forces and police
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In pracs ce, having

bical power through infiltra tirg
- Using union re :
: fluence. Iambour.- Party g
+ where an ellis ance, which bhcy would try

to dom1n¢te, became possible,

4 w5 The Party's aims are coherent snd positive;

they are directed to a chamge in SQ"LC oy rather than
to its destruction and tLe P&rty an interest in
succeeding to a viable rather *nen a,rvxned eCconomy.

The Party does noct “avocate vioience or lawlessness.

Its attitude to promoting industrial uanrest, as
towards intervention in political, scha1 and economic
issues, is calculated in terms of the political
advanmagc likely to accrus from itse pervicipation,
Although, through its industrial Lnliuence, its

size and its rel@blvelg strong ovgmﬁluai ion, the
C.P.G.B. remains the major long term subversive threat
in th1s countrv. it is wes %cned by iunternal dissension.

The Trotskyists

By The Trobsxylats Zroups takeL together are
about 4,000 strong, one seventh the size of the

G.P: G.L,, buu thedr membership is incresaing, Despite
constant tactical and doctrinal disputes among them-
selves they share common basic sims and. POH“LQLiOﬂS.
They believe that o decsa Jlnn capitalist system is
maintained artificially by an erms econcmy znd that
without this prop, which is alreaiv woakeﬂzng, the
country will decline into a ore~revolutionary sxtvaﬁlon,
At thls stage, because of economic herdship, the
working class will be $Luace& to sccept Trotskyist

lea QeiSh1D which will stcer the pxotemurLab into
direcs conx?o tation with the foreces of authority
watil the point of revolution is resched,
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Power groups and

Te The Trotskyists see no need to build mass

‘parties or secure Parliamentery power for this purs

pose. They aim to idemtify and make contzcts in
groups they consider to be currently alizsngted from
ociet milid Foy Irish sctivists, Black
: ips workers in industry are among their
present targets. They hope to use these First to
hasten the spread of disillusionment with the capite~
list syslem and ultimately %o FTurther the caouse of
revolution. Huch of the Trotskyist effort is
occupied in manipulating front organisations which
they use to maintain what is often = deliberately

violent challenge to authority. A characteristic

of this front activity is the Trotskyists® ability
to attract the support not only of intellectuals znd
well known personzliities such as Bernadette Devlin,
John Lennon and Venessz Redgrave but also of large
numbers of students with militent inclinations who
sometimes inflate Protsiyist confrontations o
dimensions far beyond those of the hard core
membership.

Maoists and Anarchists

8. Of the remsining subversive groups only the
laoists and the Ansrchists sre significant. (Though
they have a total mewbership of about 4,500 the
Pascis® groups represent only an occasiomal problem
for law and order rather than a threat o nationsal
sscurity).

9. The Maoists, whe number less thsn 500, are
fragmented; their numerouvs sylinter groups contain
a few intellectuals, some businessmen snd several
trade unionists. Some young people including ‘
stadents have been attracted to Maoism by the revolu-
tionary spirit exemplified in the foruer Red Guard
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movement in China. This finds reflection in the
-violence-sometimes-shown by -small-groups-of-Macishs
when participating in aemonstretlonb organised by
others. A1l Haoist groups. in tnls coantxy are

- hostile to the C.P.G.B, and Trot roups
derive some hospitality and mox ' g
the Chinese Diplonmgtic HlSSlon in .uoncton°

10, The number of traditionel Anarchists in

this country is hsrd to assess as the 2y avoid organi-
sation, but their press Supyebt thau 2bout one
hundred small grouns often not numbering as many as
ten persons now exist - slmost dcuble thu manber five
years ago. While all are hac“etl cally dedicated to
the overthrow of any system of government in thie
country, few are ,ropared to earry their beliefs
beyond the bounds of lawful proiest ard much of fheir
public. aet1v1uy comprises participation in demonstra-
tions or Fforms of social provest such a8 sgquatiing

in empty accommoaatlan and publicising the alleged
injustices of the Social Services. A small number
however are PT’%@FGQ 30 ShOW’oOllaallLy with continen—~
tal Anarchists, for cxanmlw by creating propagsnds
explosions in Spanish and [taiisn ﬁovcrnmcnt or
business premises in tnlg country.,

Hec-inarchism

1¥s A recent development has been the apvesrance
of what may be called 4 ‘nec—jinarchist’ group - The
Angry Brigade. Tts planting of bombs ﬂeuvmch«

taadltlon 21 Anarchist violcﬁcc but the source of its
political inapiration is to be fownd rore in ium rmodern

revolutionary Jﬂ¢“0ubublev of GUIEVAEA, BARCUBE angd
HARTCGHELLA W iCh amve encowrnged the ﬂcva'oum b of

urben gueriila ﬁﬁvum&ito in olner varts of the worldi.
Tt is dedicated Lo the complete overinrow of wresant
society, though its gropesals For repiscing il asre
not defined. Apart from the 1.R. M., &
Prigedets activities in 1971 reoresent the most
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violent form of'uctivc political protest in present-

-day-society.  Since-the arrest o a mumber of mem- - -

bers of +hﬁ Angrv Brigade, there have baen three
unclaimed and. unexplained explosions 1t must
e be rea@gnlsed;{‘ (
may stil. be at large or th

engage in violence of this klnd

12. Heo~Anarchist movements Find haven snd
suppert in the so-called Alternative Society, a

form of personal and cultural protest which has
devel owed on z small sc.,ﬂe in thl.., cox:f:a'crj« Some .
of its members have established and live in communes,
one of which piaJea a nart in the Angry Brigode

case, and its views aru attitudes are renrc,:nieﬂ

in the Undergvound Yhe latter, far from
being clandestine, 1s publishcd openlty and offered
for sale commercially. It is characierised by its
revolviionary and frequently obscene content and

its general aim appears tc be the undermining of
present society by destroying public confidence in
its institutions. The precursor was perhons ‘Private
Bye' though this is less crude and n%cissoJonally
more competent, enjoying a commercial viability whick
has elvded *IT', *0Z', 'FREADZ', ‘INK' and the more
serious 7 DAV%’ Whlle they eywqh these publica-~
tions msy achieve a circuldtion of up to 30,000
though it is usvally considerably less. OnlJ the
wec&ld London entertainment muide 'Pime Ovi' which
also devotes snace to rev ;olutiona ry articles and 1o
advert&mlng~nrotesm meetirge appears to be sccurely
established at present. '
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