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Thank you for your letter of 28 April about the roleof Special Branches.
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2. I fully agree that the Home Office should coordinatea review of the existing terms of reference of SpecialBranches and be responsible for issuing any revised versionthat may result.

3.
will be

At the kind of discussion you have in mind, my re resentativeSyS Officer assisted as necessary by ._.§1§.9f.pc9.r._.head of my Secretariat.

4. On a matter of detail, I am not sure from your referenceto the possible need for more useful guidance on subversionin industrial disputes whether you consider that our letterof 29 May 1974, which was issued to Chief Constables withHome Office agreement, is no longer adequate. In my viewthis guidance has stood the test of time well and we stilldraw upon it in briefing newly appointed Chief Constables.
5. In general, I would see much advantage in the preparationof a brief, up-to-date guidance to Chief Constables aboutthe functions of Special Branches and their relations withthe Security Service. The difficulty remains however thatin the consultation about such guidance and in its eventualpromulgation there is a risk of fuelling public debate andlocal authority concern about OUT work in the politicallydelicate area of subversion. I hope that this risk willbe fully taken into account at the preliminary discussiont to be chaired by Joe Pilling.
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