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I have flagged rt X on p.25 of Chapter IV, the reference in the
Commioaioner's report to the work of the netropolitan Police Special
Branch. It in rather leas forthcoming than we would, / think, have hoped.
It might, for example, have quoted what was said in thc debate on 24th Lay
rather.. tgma merely referring to it.

Be that as it may, I am rather more concerned about the references to
police authorities including the Home Secretary. This might be taken to
imply that the Home Secretary had some operational control over Zpecial
Branches. I would prefer, therefore, that the secone Ind third sentences
of the relevant passage were amended as follows:

"It n=-3 c4uphasised that Special Branch officers are ordinary
police officers responsible through their senior officers, to
their chief officers of police, who are responsible for the
prevention and detection of crime and the preservation of
public order in their areas. In the case of the Metropolitan
Police, the branch forma part of C Department and is responsible
through the Assistant Commissioner "C" to the Commissioner."
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