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The Hczne S2retary ± wish to see the attached report which have today

receivo,a from th? SecuriLy Service. Thy• will let us have further information

on subversive influences in Brixon f.;1 L.cL,, course. The reort rejects, for

lack of evidence, allegations that the 'riots were organised or instigated by

extrelnists.

2. The Hf-y:..e Secretary will teuehiev on this n:atter at his rieetinr,; tomorro,,-

with the Eareetor-General, for whirl ir B' rian Cub7oen is sul)titting a general

brief,
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SUBVERSIVE INVOLVEMENT IN THE BRIXTON RIOTS 

AND THEIR AFTERYATH 

Introduction 

Information from reliable sources indicates that the
Brixton riots were not instigated or manipulated by either
black racial extremists or white subversive organisations.
The activities of black and white subversive groups in the
area over the years must to some degree have contributed to
the build up there of tension and antagonism, particularly
against the police. There is increasing information on how
various extremist groups are now trying to exploit the tensions.
Their efforts are likely to be more successful than in Bristol
(April 1980) where they made little headway in recruiting.
(Relations between West Indians in South London and police
were already strained before Brixton due to the investigations
into the cause of the fire at the New Cross party on
17/18 January. The claims that the fire was the work of
"white racists" have not been substantiated.)

Racial Extremists 

Brixton Defence Committee 

2. A Brixton Defence Committee (BDC) was formed on 12 April
primarily to provide help and advice for those arrested during
the rioting. It was formed at the initiative of Rudy NARAYAN
a Guyanese barrister who has long moved in racial extremist
circles in the frequently acting for West Indians in trouble
with the police. He is mistrusted by West Indians in Brixton
who consider him to be an opportunist and an outsider (many
were angry that he had agreed to the banning of a rally in
Brixton on Easter Sunday, 19 April). NARAYAN has now been
ousted from his position as chairman of the BDC by Linton Kwesi
JOHNSON a member of the Race Today collective (a racial
extremist organisation led by Darcus HOWE) and the popular
choice of young blacks in Brixton.

5. It is likely that the BDC, which has recently moved to
the Lambeth Law Centre, will now follow a more militant line
than previously. Reliable sources have indicated that JOHNSON
may well be acting on instructions from HOWE who, although he
has deliberately avoided becoming involved himself with the
BDC, may well try to influence developments. (HOWE is currently
preoccupied with the New Cross Massacre Action Committee of
which he is Secretary and which he hopes might undertake some
joint, as yet unspecified, action with the BDC.)
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a. Anarchist - On 1? 2=11, 18 people attended a
meeting at the 12' _,flarchist Bookshop Railton
Road, BriTtorl, at -itch the rioting was dis-
cussed.LPrivacy_ jgave an account of her arrest
and she dismissed i.e idea, advanced by the
police, of a "cons-iracy theory" as having
no foundation.

b. Trotskyist - Two small groups, the Revolutionary 
Communist Group (RCG) and the Revolutionary 
'Communist Tendency (ROT) have their London
headquarters in Brixton. The RCT in particular
have made strenuous efforts to exploit the
disturbances. Through its new organisation
the South London Workers Against Racism it
was involved in arranging the defence for
some of those arrested and documenting medical
evidence. It is now trying to persuade those
black families who had either relations arrested
or their homes broken into to issue summonses
against the police for assault, criminal damage
etc. It is also collecting photographic evidence
of events presumably to build up a dossier
against the police.

The Militant Tendency (MT) claims to have made
60 recruits (30 black and 30 white) in the area
since the riots. There is no evidence to sub-
stantiate these claims. It has since tried to
consolidate these gains by launching an'exten-
sive paper-selling exercise in the. area.

The Socialist Workers Party (SWP).is trying to
exploit the situation to recruit new members.
It has organised "street meetings and petitions",
and public meetings were arranged by its Brixton
and Tottenham branches on 29 and. 30 April. It
has pledged its full support to the BDC.

Security Service
5 May 1981


