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SECRET AND PERSONAL

Subversion

Immediately after the miners' strike I aske
d the Security Service to

produce a study of the present state oi subversive
 activity Ls this country;

and I suggested to them that they should not conf
ine themseiveS to Industry

but should deal also with other important spher
es of Influence mach as

education and the communications media. 
You will be interested to 

read

the attached report, which arrived at a very
 opportune moment imme

diately

after the discussion at Yesterday's Cabine
t.

In one sense the memorandum does 
not take us very far. It

analyses the motives and activities of t
he main subversive groups

 in this

country; and it comes once again to t
he conclusion that, troub

lesome though

these groups are, they do not constit
ute anything in the nature of 

an organised

conspiracy against the State. It also endorses (paragraph 2
6) the view that

"there is no panacea for subversiv
e activities. Government is limited in

what it can do; and much must be le
ft to natural restraints, such a

s the

weight of pubilc opinion, which ope
rate ins free society". As regard.

counter action it recommends the
 appointment of an official Coun

ter

Subversion Committee "able to me
et both regularly and ad hoc to s

urvey

developments. commission ass
essments and recommend counter 

action".

/ suspect that the Cabinet would 
feel that they could not dissent fro

m

any of these opinions. At the same time I should not expect
 them to feel

satisfied that we are doing all we c
ould to deal with subversive influenc

es

in society, even though it is ext
remely difficult to see what more we ca

n

In fact do in this area. I believe that the first step should be to
 gather

together under your chairmanship 
a few Ministers - the Home Secretary,

the Foreign and Commonwealth Sec
retary, the Lord President. the

Secretary of State for Defence and
 perhaps the Secretary of State for

Employment a, for an informal discus
sion of the memorandum at some

moment (perhaps towards the end o
f the Easter Recess) when there may be

titre (we hope!) for a reasonably rela
xed and leisurely examination of the

whole subject. I suspect that its outcome would be general agre
ement that

(a) we should know more and (b) we eh
oidd do more about subversion. It is

here that the real difficulties begin. As regards knowing more, there is

a very natural disposition on the part of all Gover
nments to believe that the

Security Service, U they exerted themselves, c
ould probe more deeply into



e sources of subversion and could tell Moister, more accurately and in

more detail what these sinister forces are up to. To any request of this

kind the Security Service always give 4- as they are entitled, indeed bound,

to the same answer, i.e. that their concern is solely with the securi
ty of

the State and that they would be infringing their Charter (and therefo
re

trespassing on the liberty of the ordinary citizen) if they used 
their

resources to investigate the behaviour of individuals who, 
however

politically repugnant and socially objectionable they may 
be, are not seeking

to overthrow the established Constitution by extra-polit
ical means. This

is a hard doctrine; and one may sometimes suspect th
at MI5 interpret it

almost too rigidly. But if they must err, it is better that th
ey should err

in this direction rather than in the other; and if 
Ministers wish to use them

more vigorously or more extensively in the field 
of subversive activity in

general they will have to keep a wary eye on t
he Charter (which successive

Governments have always reaffirmed withou
t significant amendment).

This is not to say, however1 that more coul
d not be dons to systematise

the information which MI5 can properly p
roduce; to keep it under regular

review; and to assess from time to time 
the changes of emphasis and

direction which one can sometimes dete
ct. The suggestion of an official

counter subversion committee at home 
- corresponding to the existing

Committee on Subversion abroad is a sound one; and I should like to s
ee

It followed up. But, because the subject is politically s
o sensitive. I am

sure that any committee of this kind 
would need a Minister or Ministers to

whom it could report and from whom i
t could seek guidance. I suspect that

either the Home Secretary or the Lo
rd President should take charge of

this operation.

As regards doing more to counter sub
version In this country, the

difficulties are even greater; subv
ersion has so many different forms and

crops up in so many different place
s. But a certain amount of useful

counter subversion work is alread
y done - unattributably 11 by IRD in

conjunction with the Security Serv
ice; and I should like to see this, too.

brought out more into the open (relat
ively speaking!) and given more

conscious and authoritative direct
ion. Here agitn, a Minister or a small

Ministerial body would play an essential pa
rt, particularly as regards

Informal contacts with the "outside" wo
rld where much of the work of

countering subversion is necessarily 
to be done. If your initial meeting

could agree on the constitution of a body o
f this kind and could give it its

terms of reference, we should at least h
ave made a beginning.
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The Home Secretary has a copy of the Security Service's
momorandura; but otherwise it has had no circulation apart from Towson
and Mr. Maitland to whom I am sending a copy, together with a copy of
this minute.
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SUBVERSION IN THE U.K. - 1972

•

INTRODUCTION 

Note: The activities of the I.R.A.
and other Irish extremist groups
are not considered in this paper.

There are several issues today which provide
subversive organisations with opportunities for
exploitation, by propaganda and by direct forms of
protest. British entry into the E.E.C., the
Industrial Relations legielation, the level of un-
employment, the conduct of affairs in Northern
Ireland, even lesser issues such as the decision to
limit free school milk and the proposals for control-
ling student union funds, are matters on which
substantial sections of the community tend to oppose
the government. These issues provide causes which
subversive organisations have not been slow to seize
on but their role and what they have achieved must

.1 ,JoAA-1 be seen in perspective. In recent major issues, for6), irun example the coal miners' strike, Upper Clyde Ship-
builders and opposition to the Industrial Relations
legislation, the efforts of subversive groups represent
a small part of a general momentum. While not
insignificant, their efforts have not been decisive.

r

2. The number of people who may be described
as committed supporters of the various subversive
organisations or who areviolently inclined Anarchists,
is little more than L004_00 or well below 0.1 of the
population. This'figurd-Bears little relationship
to the temporary, wider support which subversive
organisations sometimes obtain when they adopt causes
of the day which enjoy a broad appeal. The largely
Trotskyist inspired demonstration over Vietnam in

I. * • • • • • • • • •
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Grosvenor Square, London in October 1968 was attended

by some 25,000 people - at least six times the known

number of Trotskyists in the U.K. Similarly the

29,000 strong Communist Party of Great Britain

(C.P.G.B.) exercises a disproportionate influence

among 10 million trade unionists.

3. All subversive groups view popular causes

as opportunities for extending their influence.

Although from time to time they find it tactically

acceptable to make common cause in joint demonstrations,

it should not be inferred that there are 40,000

organised militants, with identical subversive aims,

permanently capable of united action and under cen-

tralised direction. Experience over the past five
years suggests that the more revolutionary groups of
the ultra-left, the Trotskyists and Maoists for
example, are incapable of forming lasting associations.
When they do collaborate among themselves and with
the C.P.G.B., their relationship is usually uneasy
and ephemeral, punctuated by doctrinal rivalries and
power struggles.

THE SOURCES OF SUBVERSION 

The Communists

4. The C.P.G.B., which with 29,000 members is
the strongest subversive group in the country, aims
to create a socialist state through peaceful means.
It plans first to bring about a broad socialist
alliance which will lead a large scale, popular
struggle to improve the social and economic conditions
of working people. Once in power it proposes to con-
solidate its position by filling the leading appoint-
ments in the public service, armed forces and police

(7'7("'"N
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with trusted nominees. In practice, having
consistently failed to attract the eleatorate, it
is pursuing political power through infiltrating
the trade unions. Using union representation, the
Communists hope to influence Labour Party policy to
the point where an alliance, which they would try
to dominate, became possible.

5. 

The Party's aims are coherent and positive;
they are directed to a change in society rather than
to its destruction and the Party has an interest in
succeeding to a viable rather than a ruined economy.
The Party does not advocate violence or lawlessness.
Its attitude to promoting industrial unrest, as
towards intervention in political, social and econumic
issues, is calculated in terms of the political
advantage likely to accrue from its participation.
Although, through its industrial influence, its
size and its relatively strong organisation, the
C.P.G.B. remains the major long term subversive threat
in this country, it is weakened by internal dissension.

The Trotsigists 

6. The Trotskyists groups taken together are
about 4,000 strong, one seventh the size of the
C.P.G.B., but their membership is increasing. Despite
constant tactical and doctrinal disutes among them-
selves they share common basic aims and convictions.
They believe that a decaying capitalist system is
maintained artificially by an arms economy and that
without this prop, which is already weakening, the
country will decline into a pre-revolutionary situation.
At this stage, because of economic hardship, the
working class will be induced to accept Trotskyist
leadership, which will steer the proletariat into
direct confrontation with the forces of authority
until the point of revolution is reached.

/ • • 0 • • 4 0 0
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7. The Trotskyists see no need to build mass
parties or secure Parliamentary power for this pur-
pose. They aim to identify and make contacts in
groups they consider to be currently alienated from
society - militant students, Irish activists, Black
Power groups and workers in industry are among their
present targets. They hope to use these first to
hasten the spread of disillusionment with the capita-
list system and ultimately to further the cause of
revolution. Much of the Trotskyist effort is
occupied in manipulating front organisations which
they use to maintain what is often a deliberately
violent challenge to authority. A characteristic
of this front activity is the Trotskyistse ability
to attract the support not only of intellectuals and
well known personalities such as Bernadette Devlin,
John Lennon and Vanessa Redgrave but also of large
numbers of students with militant inclinations who
sometimes inflate Trotskyist confrontations to
dimensions far beyond those of the hard core
membership.

Maoists and Anarchists 

8. Of the remaining subversive groups only the
Maoists and the Anarchists are significant. (Though
they have a total membership of about 4,500 the
Fascist groups represent only an occasional problem
for law and order rather than a threat to national
security).

9. The Maoists, who number less than 500, are
fragmented; their numerous splinter groups contain
a few intellectuals, some businessmen and several
trade unionists. Some young people including
students have been attracted to Maoism by the revolu-
tionary spirit exemplified in the former Red Guard

• -
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movement in China. This finds reflection in the
violence sometimes shown by small groups of Maoists
when Participating in demonstrations organised by
others. All Maoist groups in this country are
hostile to the C.P.G.B. and Trotskyist groups. They
derive some hospitality and moral encouragement from

the Chinese Diplomatic Mission in London.

10. The number of traditional Anarchists in
this country is hard to assess as they avoid organi-

sation, but their press suggests that about one
hundred small groups often not numbering as many as
ten persons now exist - almost double the number five
years ago. While all are theoretically dedicated to
the overthrow of any system of government in this
country, few are prepared to carry their beliefs
beyond the bounds of lawful protest and much of their
public activity comprises participation in demonstra-
tions or forms of social protest such as squatting
in empty accommodation and publicising the alleged
injustices of the Social Services. A small number
however are prepared to show solidarity with continen-
tal Anarchists, for example by creating prouaganda
explosions in Spanish and Italian government or
business premises in this country.

Neo-Anarchism

11. A recent development has been the appearance
of what may be called a 'neo-Anarchist' group - The
Angry Brigade. Its planting of bombs resembles
traditional Anarchist violence but the source of its
political inspiration is to be found more in the modern
revolutionary philosophies of GUEVARA, MARCUSE and
MARIGHELLA which have encouraged the development of
urban guerilla movements in other parts of the world.
It is dedicated to the complete overthrow of present
society, though its prouosals for replacing it are
not defined. Apart from the I.A.A., the :tngry
Brigade's activities in 1971 represent the most

/ • • • • * • •
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violent form of active political protest in presentday society. Since the arrest of a number of mem-bers of the Angry Brigade, there have been three

\ 

unclaimed and unexplained explosions. It musttherefore be recognised that members of the groupmay still be at large or that other groups mayengage in violence of this kind.

12. Neo-Anarchist movements find haven andsupport in the so-called Alternative Society, aform of personal and cultural protest which hasdeveloped on a small scale in this country. Someof its members have established and live in communes,one of which played a part in the Angry Brigadecase, and its views and attitudes are representedin the Underground Press. The latter, far frombeing clandestine, is published openly and offeredfor sale commercially. It is characterised by itsrevolutionary and frequently obscene content andits general aim appears to be the undermining ofpresent society by destroying public confidence inits institutions. The precursor was perhaps 'PrivateEye' though this is less crude and professionallymore competent, enjoying a commercial viability whichhas eluded 'IT', 'OZ', 'FRENDZ', 'INK' and the moreserious '7 DAYS'. While they exist these publica-tions may achieve a circulation of up to 30,000though it is usually considerably less. Only theweekly London entertainment guide 'Time Out' whichalso devotes space to revolutionary articles and toadvertising protest meetings appears to be securelyestablished at present.

L
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SUBVERSION IN SOCIETY

Note: The three sections which follow
represent conclusions drawn from a more
detailed treatment of these matters in
the Annex to this paper.

Education

13. Apart from some penetration of the leadership
of the National Union of Teachers (N.U.T.), the extent
of subversive activities at school level is negligible

at present. There are no indications that serious
attempts are being made on a wide scale to propagate

subversive ideology through teachers or by any other

means.

14. The emphasis of Communist Party activity at

school level is on exerting influence on teachers'

unions over working conditions and educational policy

in general. There are currently 6 Communist Party

members and sympathisers among the 55 national officials

and Executive members of the N.U.T.

15. There is little known Trotskyist activity at

school level but strong Trotskyist influence exists

in one of the extreme wings of the N.U.T.

16. The situation in higher education is more

complex and the efforts of subversive organisations

more vigorous. It is doubtful whether more than

0.5%, i.e. about 2,500 of the total of nearly half

a million students are seriously committed to subver-

sive organisations, but the latter have the ability

to attract and organise much heavier student suppo
rt

when promoting popular causes. The number of dons

actively involved with subversive groups is
 small;
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with a few exceptions they tend to exert their

influence more by intellectual example than by

participating in direct action.

17. In higher education the Communist Party's

appeal to students lags behind that of the ultra

left organisations and its organisation and control

are uncharacteristically weak, to the extent that

it has no accurate idea of the strength of its

student following. Despite this, the Party has

Ltly achieved a working majority on the -

executive of-the-IrallohErri-o-H-OT-TETeTts. Both

-thErTsWiTtrilia-Uaifitaist dons tend to disapprove of

the more extreme forms of student protest activity.

The leadership of one of the academic staff unions

is at present significantly penetrated by Communists.

18. There are about 600 student members of the

various Trotskyist organisations. The latter,

though at odds with each other and the Communist

Party, all challenge the existing order and believe

in confrontations with authority. This leads

Trotskyist students frequently to mount demonstra-

tions based on national as well as domestic student

issues, during which they may deliberately commit

acts of violence. Trotskyist students have recently

practised the concept of universities as 'Red Bases'

diverting university accommodation and duplicating

facilities for the use of miners' strike pickets.

On occasions they receive support from individual

Trotskyist members of staff.

The Communications Media

19. The left wing subversive movements regard

the Press, broadcasting and television as instruments

controlled by capitalist society.

I/ • • • • • • 0 • •
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20. The Communist Party is wary of being
presented in these media and does not co-ordinate
the activity of Party members working in them. Any
Imbalance favouring the Communist viewpoint apparent
in several current affairs television programmes
over the past year has not been attributable to
Communist production or direction. The Party has
achieved some penetration of the various unions
catering for employees in broadcasting, television
and journalism but does not exercise a decisive
influence in them.

21. The few Trotskyists employed by or contri-
buting to television appear more alert to the
possibility of exploiting it to their political
advantage although their efforts are spontaneous
rather than directed by the subversive groups with
which they are associated. Trotskyists have
occasionally been able to disturb the objectivity
of programmes with which they have been concerned
or have sought to discredit the authority; a small
Trotskyist group of professional playwrights and
producers has made and has screened several quasi
documentary films containing a political or social
message consistent with Trotskyist thought.

22. The Free Communications Group, a Trotskyist
influenced association of authors, playwrights, jour-
nalists,prcducers and technicians has been in
existence since 1969 but lacks cohesion and influence.

 
1•11•4.4

Industry

23. For complex reasons an atmosphere prevails
in industry in which militancy and disruptive activi-
ties flourish, particularly at shop floor level. This
provides continuing opportunities for exploitation by
the different subversive groups, though there is no
significant collaboration between them in this field;
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on the contrary they regard themselves as rivals for
the allegiance of left-wing workers.

24. Despite extensive penetration of the largest
trade unions the Communist Party does not yet control
any union or exercise a decisive influence on the
T.U.C. Its attitude to incira l disputes isq-
"VEETTCal and it exploits rather than creates them,
preferring to work through union leadership where it
has a vested interest, than through the shop floor
level. It sees an opportunity in current disputes
for forcing a General Election, its principal aim
since June 1970. The Party's secret caucuses within
the major unions and in some industries provide effec-
tive electoral machinery for Communist supported
candidates for union office and thus bring influence

1 
to bear on union policies. The present Industrial
Organiser of the C.P.G.B. is a competent, natural
militant with wide contacts at the top levels of
unions.

25. The Trotskyist groups are turning increasingly
to industry where, unlike the Communists, they concen-
trate their activities on the shop floor rather than in
the union hierarchy. Their attitude tends to be
irresponsible and their doctrinaire promotion of
militancy as a means of confronting authority often
ignores the best interest of the workers and unions.
There are probably less than 200 Trotskyist activists
of the three main persuasions in industry at present.
None of the groups employs full time itinerant agita-
tors, there is no centralised control and usually
Trotskyists on the spot are left to exploit suitable
situations. Trotskyist influence on the outcome of
national disputes is so far negligible, but it is
having an increased effect on industrial relations
due in part to an effective press. Trotskyists have
also developed skill in identifying local disputes
(for example Pilkingtons, Fine Tubes and Fisher
Bendix) in which their influence can play a significant
Dart and attract publicity.

1
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COUNTER MEASURES 

26. There is no panacea for subversive activi-
ties. Government is limited in what it can do and
much must be left to natural restraints, such as the
weight of public opinion, which operate in a free
society.

27. Controversial policy decisions often offer
opportunities for exploitation by subversive groups.
It is important that the arguments for such decisions
should be fully explained to the rublic.

THIS IS A COPY. THE ORIGINAL IS
RETAINED UNDER SECT!ON 3 (4)
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS ACT

29. The threat of violence from subversive orga-
nisations can only be successfully countered by good
intelligence, which it is the responsibility of Special
Branches and the Slecurity Service to provide. Good
intelligence provides the basis for protective measures
against acts of violence and for the prosecution and
conviction of the erioetrators.

30. Rapid consideration and assessment of subver-
sive developments by the appropriate departments are
prerequisites for counter action. There should be an
official counter subversion committee for this purpose,
able to meet both regularly and ad hoc to survey develop-
ments, commission assessments and recommend counter
action.

SECURITY SERVICE

16th March 1972
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EDUCATION 

Schools

ANNEX
Imminim mommomm

Through various national committees, the
Communist Party is theoretically equipped to guide
and co-ordinate its policies and activities throughout
the educational field. In primary and secondary
education there is no evidence to suggest that the
Party attempts to direct individual Communist
teachers or local groups; nor are there indications
that it encourages them to propagate Communism at
school. Its approach is largely aimed at exerting
influence through its members in the teachers' unions,
where they concern themselves with general educational
matters and conditions of employment. At present there
are 6 Communist Party members or sympathisers among
the 55 National officials and Executive members of
the National Union of Teachers. The Young Communist
League (Y.C.L.) - a waning organisation - has from
time to time attempted to extend its influence among
school children but with little effect. It is
currently pinning its hopes on a recent National Union
of Students (N.U.S.) resolution offering union member-
ship to all full-time scholars over 15. It is doubtful
whether this will result in a substantial increase in
Y.C.L. influence.

2. None of the major Trotskyist grouns has
attempted to establish any foothold in secondary
schools. The International socialism Group of
Trotskyists has, however, a strong influence in the
extremist wing of the National Union of Teachers and
controls the Rank and File Teachers organisation.
The principal concern of this organisation is agitation
for better conditions of work, facilities and pay.

3. A small degree of subversive influence is
exerted on punils at school through the Schools Action
Union (S.A.U.). This is subject to libertarian and
Anarchist ideas and is concerned with leading school
children to acquire more control over their own
management and discipline, to question the established
system and uccerted values. The S.A.U. has no formal

/0 411 0811 0
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membership tending rather to correspond with indi-
vidual school children, sending them copies of their
pamphlets. It has not so far made significant in-
roads amongst school children.

4. A similar, much publicised, but largely
abortive attempt to lead school children to question
the educational system as a whole and the authority
of teachers and adults over children in particular,
among other things, was made in 1971 by the publisher
of the Little Red Schoolbook, who runs a bookshop in
London dealing mainly in modern revolutionary works.

Higher Education 

5. There are nearly half a million students in
higher education; the figure for those known to be
committed members of subversive organisations is
difficult to assess because of the regular turnover
of students. Many students join several political
organisations experimentally during their first year
and later abandon interest. It is doubtful whether
those seriously committed to subversive groups is
greater than 0.5.1 of the whole, i.e. some 2,500.

6. In higher education there is no evidence that
the Communist Party has encouraged members among the
academic staffs to propagate Communism, the Party's
national committees being more concerned with
evolving higher education policy than with co-ordinating
the activities of its academics. Though some Communist
dons have been implicated in militant activities and
student unrest in recent years, both the Party leader-
ship and Party members among academic staff have
frowned on the more extreme protest activities of the
students. As with lower education, the Party places
importance on the trade union aspects of its work;
although the Association of University teachers is

0.„ ?7,11
Iwo; 6...1 ilia  I..' 

.1W MP-

a



fct
.1%40

3

not known to be susceptible to Communist influence,

both the President and General Secretary of the

Association of Teachers in Technical Institutes

are members of the Party, though none of the

Association's 21 remaining national officials or

Executive is known to have subversive affiliations.

7. The activities of Communist students in

higher education are guided and co-ordinated by the

Party's National Student Organiser, but this is a
n

area in which Party organisation and control are

weak and even the Party has little idea of the size

of its student following. Frequently Communist

students have participated in militant activities,

sometimes in association with ultra-left students,

without the knowledge or approval of Party Head-

quarters. The Party's appeal to students has

generally failed to compete with that of the

ultra-left groups and its recruitment has been

almost static in a rapidly expanding field. One

significant success in recent years has been its

penetration of the Executive of the N.U.S. The

Executive of this union contains three Communists

and, by Party reckoning, sufficient supporters

among the remaining 12 members to give them a clear

majority. This hold on the N.U.S. is vulnerable to

both moderate and ultra-left attack and the Communists

who have a vested interest in maintaining the credi-

bility of the N.U.S. as a responsible student

organisation have not always been successful in

defending its policies from militant attack. There

may be at the Easter Conference of the N.U.S. an

organised ultra-left challenge to the Communist

position.

8. There are probably not more than 600

student members of Trotskyist organisations. They

control no positions of influence in national

student bodies such as the N.U.S. and the groups
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are opposed both to each other and to the C.P.G.
B.

in theoretical terms. All Trotskyist groups are

opposed to the existing order and see conf
rontation

with authority as a necessary part of their 
philosophy.

Their main strength lies in their ability 
to organise

demonstrations and by selecting popular c
auses to

secure at least temporarily, large number
s of student

supporters for them.

9. The principal threat which student Tr
otskyists

pose is in the recruitment of students t
o their orga-

nisations, the extension of their influe
nce by example

and propaganda and the attack on the u
niversity system

generally with a view to discreditin
g and disrupting

it. On occasions they receive support from
 individual

members of the staff who share their 
political sympa-

thies and who by their publications a
nd articles also

set an intellectual example. In this connection

there is some indication that one of
 the Trotskyist

groups has told those of its support
ers who are able

to do so to include appropriate Trot
skyist material

in the reading lists for their courses
. Trotskyist

students' principal activity in the f
oreseeable future

will continue to be mounting demonstr
ations, which may

be violent, based on national as w
ell as domestic

student issues. Trotskyist students were largely

responsible for the violence introd
uced into the Anti-

Internment League demonstration in Wh
itehall in

February. They have also made some use of the conc
ept

of universities as 'Red Bases' who
se facilities can be

diverted to suitable revolutionary
 purposes. Their

recent accommodation of miners'
 pickets in halls of

residence and the use of univer
sity duplicating equip-

ment for producing pamphlets for t
he pickets illustrate

this practice.

THE COMUNICATIOITS TriEDIA

10. Virtually all subversive groups in t
his

country publish some kind of j
ournal which can

r Tipir" "11) "'sr
"
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immediately be identified with them. These are
not discussed here. In the Press generally and in

-) the Cinema, the professional and in particular the
economic controls over production and distribution
are effective barriers against attempts to propagate•
subversive ideas, though there are individual members
of subversive organisations working in these media
who would otherwise be well placed to do so. Sub-
versive influence in the publishing world is negligible.

11. Television, still a developing medium,
commands a wider following and enjoys a greater
capacity for intruding into the private life of the
community than any of the others. It is therefore
potentially an attractive target for subversive
organisations. It has a duty to reflect all shades
of opinion provided a proper balance is maintained.

12. It is significant, in considering subversion
in this general field, that most left wing subversive
groups are critical of the Press and television, which
they regard as controlled by capitalist interests
andmanipuiated. to the advantage of capitalist society. .r

13. The C.P.G.B. has from time to time taken an
interest in the communications media and formerly ran
a number of cultural groups concerned with the Party's
role in them. These have disappeared and the Party's
formal interest is expressed through a press and 9

publicity department at headquarters. This is largely
concerned with handling requests to the Party for its
members to appear on television and radio and with
answering enquiries from the press. It does not try
to obtain wider favourable publicity for the Party in •
the media - indeed the department worries about the
possibility of adverse publicity and carefully con-
siders offers of programmes featuring the C.P.G B.,
sometimes rejecting them.

14. The Party pursues its normal industrial

I• • • • • • a a •
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policies within the various 
unions catering for

employees in broadcasting, 
television, the theatre

and cinema and journalism. 
The Assistant General

Secretary of the Association o
f Broadcasting Staffs

is a communist, there are Par
ty members and sympa-

thisers among the national o
fficials and Executives

of the Association of Cinema 
and Television

Technicians and 3 of the 38 members
 of the corres-

ponding leadership of the Natio
nal Union of Journalists

are communists. The Party's secret caucuses i
n

these unions are at present ine
ffective.

15. A few B.B.C. T.V. current affa
irs programmes

during the past year have appeared 
unbalanced with

the views of Communists present e
clipsing others.

The views of Jimmy REID and James A
IRLI2, two

Communists who are leading members of
 the U.C.S.

Shop Stewards Committee, have receive
d attention

on television and in the press during the
 U.C.S.

dispute. These occurrences are not attributable

to Communist influence in television. Indeed, the

Communist Party has not always been enthusi
astic

over REID's appearances. There is no indication

that the Party is making an effort to influence

television or broadcasting for its own purposes or

that it exercises any central direction over those

of its members who work in or contribute to these

media with a view to the covert introduction of

Communist ideas.

16. There is similarly no indication that

Trotskyist groups or any other ultra-left organisation

are pursuing a calculated policy of influencing tele-

vision for subversive purposes, though about a dozen

persons with Trotskyist associations have come to

notice as working in television. There have been
a few occasions when employees with Trotskyist
inclinations have apparently spontaneously used their
positions in an effort to affect the objectivity of
programmes or to discredit the authority for whom

/1 • • • • • • • I • • • v.
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they were working. A small cohesive group of writers

and producers mostly with Trotskyist sympathies have

achieved some success with quasi documentary T.V.

plays on social issues of the day. Two of the plays

(Rank and File and The Big Flame) contained a pol
itical

message consistent with Trotskyism. The members of

the group, however, are articulate and competent

technicians whose employment by the B.B.C. and I.T.V.

is due to their professional ability.

17. In the cinema and press the professional and

particularly the economic controls in production and

distribution prove effective barriers against covert

attempts to propagate subversive ideas. One Trotskyist

group, however, is known to keep records of likely

sympathisers working in the press and is encouraged

by the-number of its contacts on the  Sunday Times.

Members of the Trotskyist television group referred

to earlier have also produced films for the cinema.

One, 'Kes', which contains an element of social

criticism, enjoyed a mild success; a second produced

recently, 'Family Life' politicises the social issue

of the treatment of mental illness in keeping with

its writer's and director's views that human relation—

ships are political. Neither of these productions,

however, is likely to reach substantial sections of

the public; if they did it is doubtful whether they

would exert any significant political influence.

18. Indications of the subversive penetration of

the publishing world are slight; two members of the

Penguin editorial staff concerned with Political pub—

lications are known to hold left wing revolutionary

views. Their presence in Penguin is not the result

of calculated policy of any particularly revolutionary

group. Though they are in a position to select

certain revolution-%ry works for publication at the

expense of more objective material, there is already

a significant public demand for books about social

If II • • • • •
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protest and contemporary revolutionary philosophy.

The management of Pearsons, who control Penguins,

is alert to the possibility that these employees

may display bias.

19. The ultra left is showing increasing

awareness of the importance of the communicat
ions

media as a means of publicising its causes. The

Free Communications Group, comprising authors, 
play-

wrights, journalists, producers and technician
s was

established in 1969. It has not so far proved to be

an effective or cohesive body but it is subj
ect to

the influence of a number of Trotskyists i
n it, and

advocates workers' control. The magazine 'Time Out'

which allocates space to matters of revolut
ionary

interest, has recently sponsored a relati
vely

unsuccessful forum on the control of the 
communica-

tions media at the Round House.

INDUSTRY

20. There has been some increase in recent year
s

in the number of officially recognised di
sputes con-

ducted at national level, but there has b
een a much

more marked increase in disruption and mil
itancy,

oftem unofficial at first, rit shop floor
 level. The

reasons for this are complex, but disill
usionment

with the quality of union leadership and a t
endency

to replace its authority with that of the 
shop steward

or local union official on the spot, wit
h a consequen-

tial erosion of union discipline, have pl
ayed a part.

Social security, tax procedures and employ
ers' agree-

ments made to encourage stability of the la
bour force

(lay-off pay) can reduce the disincentive 
to strike

action. Hostility to the Industrial Relations

legislation and increased unemploymen
t have sharpened

industrial attitudes and have produce
d an atmosphere

in which militancy and disruptive acti
vities flourish.

Subversive groups have taken advantag
e of this

situation.
/ • • • • • I I • •
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21. The C.P.G.B. is the most 
influential

subversive group in industry. 
It aims to win

political power through its
 influence in trade

unions, notably through the 
collective voting

strength of these unions at
 Labour Party conferen

ces.

The shift in trade union 
attitudes towards the

industrial policy supporte
d by the Party and the

broad realisation of one 
of its long standing

ambitions — to see the T.G
.W.U. and A.U.E.W.

leadership pass into left 
wing hands, have been

two of the more significa
nt developments to favour

the Party's industrial aim
s during the past few

years.

22. The Party recognises that 
power in the

trade union movement lies 
with the National Executive

Committees and with full
 time union officials, and

therefore seeks to captur
e as many as possible of

these posts. At present about one in eight o
f

these posts in the forty maj
or unions is held by

Communists or Communist sympa
thisers, des7Ate the

ratio of only one Communist
 to every five hundred

Trade Unionists. Although there are some Comunist
s

on the Executives of the ma
jor trade unions,

Communists do not so far hav
e a majority on any

National Executive Committee
 and so do not control

a single union. The Party is best placed in the

two 1-trgest unions, the A.U.E.
:/. and T.G.W.U.;

THIS IS A Uur nL KANN. IS

RETAINED UNDER SECTION 3(4)
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Executive Committee of the T.G.'N.U. has sixteenCommunists or sympathisers and one Trotskyist amongits thirty-six members.

23. Subversive influence in the T.U.C. is notsignificant at present.

THIS IS A C0i)Y• I iE ORIGINAL IS
RETAINED UNDER SECTION 3 (4)
OF THE PUBLIC RECORDS ACT 

24. The Communist Party_ tends to regard as a
bonus any industrial unrest which may result from
its activity in the trade union movement. While
adopting a militant stance, which is necessary to
its image, its attitude to strikes is tactical and
it tends to exploit rather than to create situations.
Its activities in industry and the trade unions are
co-ordinated by its Industrial Department, which
operates rri-i_nly through secret Party c.:ucuses setun
for most of the larger unions and divisions of industry.
These 'Advisories' try to provide effective electoral
machinery for union candidates supported by the Party
and to secure the reflection of Party aims in trade
union policy. The Party's present Industrial
Organiser, RAMELSON, is a natural militant with an
excellent grasp of the industrial scene and a wide
range of contacts at the highest level in many trade
unions.

25. Unlike the Communists, the Trotskyists do
not generally aim at penetrating the trade union
bureaucracy, but concentrate their activities on the
shop floor. The most industrially orientated
Trotskyist group, the Socialist Labour League (S.L.L.)

/ • • • • 11 9 •
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has established small groups in a number of
industries and unions, including the motor industry,

the dockers, the power workers, the N.U.T., the

Post Office Engineers Union and the A.U.E.W. There

is a group of S.L.L. supporters among the Doncaster

miners; these were responsible for some of the

violent picketing during the coal strike. Trotskyist

philosophy leads its supporters to exploit industrial

disputes as a means of hastening political confronta-

tion with the power of the State. They therefore

encourage militancy, often to the detriment of the
interests of the workers involved and of the trade
union movement. Their main concern in stimulating
industrial unrest is to enhance the influence of
their own political group at the expense of others.

26. Trotskyist militancy in the trade unions
is limited by their numerical weakness. Although
the current total membership of Trotskyist organisa-
tions is about four thousand, it is doubtful whether
there are more than two hundred Trotskyist activists
throughout industry in this country, and there is no
centralised controlling force re.?,ching out to them
on the C.P.G.B. pattern. The immediate exploitation
of situations is left to the initiative of Trotskyists
on tho spot and none of the Trotskyist groups has the
ability to employ full time itinerant 2gitators to
exploit industrial disputes wherever they occur.
Nevertheless there has been an increase in Trotskyist
influence on industrial relations and the growing
circulation of the Socialist Labour League's paper,
the well-produced 'Viorkers'Press', now about 25,000
daily (c.f. the 'Morning Star' U.K. circulation of
about 40,000), has had a noticeable influence on shop
floor attitudes. Trotskyist influence on the outcome
of national disputes has so far been neglible and the
Trotskyists prefer to operate by selecting a particular
area in which they consider there. is a potential for
developing their activities. They are becoming

I• • • • • 9 * • • • •
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skilled at identifying existing disputes, often at

smaller plants where there may be little communist

interest, and where they think that with their

limited resources they may be able to exert signifi-

cant influence. Such situations are exploited to

gain maximum publicity. Examples of Trotskyist

intervention are the Pilkington dispute 1969/70, the

Fine Tubes dispute 1970/72 and the recent Fisher-

Bendix occupation.

27. The small Maoist group, the Communist Party

of Britain (Marxist-Leninist), about 250 strong, is

active in the technical and supervising section of

the A.U.E.W. It has some influence, through its

leader, Reg BIRCH, in the Executive Committee of
that section, though the left wing of the Executive

cannot rely on DIRCH's consistent support. Maoist
influence elsewhere in industry is of little signifi-
cance.

28. All the subversive organisations mentioned
above regard each other :is rivals for the allegiance
of left wing workers in industry. There is no evidence
of contact between the leaders of the different sub-
versive organisations, though at local level in a few
areas broad left movements sometimes develop, embracing
members of all the extreme left organisations. - Where
these exist members of the different subversive groups
within these bodies occasionally co-operate over
particular issues - the Broad Left movement, which
includes local shop stewards in the motor industry
in Birmingham, has exerted some influence on shop
stewards organisations throughout that industry.
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