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THE WORK OF THE GROUP

TILE CHAIRMAN explained that the Prime Minister had established a
small Committee of ‘finisters to keep er review the problem of

s *versionh modern society. Thit Comrnittee consisted, under the

Prime Minister's chairmanship, of the Fronr)e Secretary, the Foreign

and Commonwealth Secretary, the Secretary of State for Defence, the

Lord Presideat of the Council and the Secretary of State for fl.pifTfleflt

ft had been agreed that this Ministerial body Should be supported by a

small interdepartmental official group over which the C.... xirrnan wou,k1

preside aad of which this was the first meetinu Its terzns of reference

were as foilov,rs.

Untie the directiox1 of the Lord President of the Counc

to develop method', including appropriate publicl y and

exposure, by which certain types of subversive activity

can be countered; to implement, 6ubject to Ministerial

approvai, specific projects for this purpose; and to make

l'erioctical reports to the Minizteriai group

itintii g, the ehairm.i.a, st sed the following points which the Group

would wish to bear in mind:
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A..
1 0

existence of I
1,,

groups, both MithFterial and

::: latan.rets be allowed t r become known,

sawil connection with their -w4.

b. The members of the Mix

the ()ray person6 with wilt=

0%‘
4.o 0 The
theofficiAai and
Lor

reftrenre
4:.ir;sterla,

fith whom th

convenient to communicate tar

.**:
i..‘z ."311, uld also remain secret.

vial and official groups were
ork should be discus3ed

•
4.•

**4 4*.• •

wo.

Chairman vic

aitlaad.

aetweeri
by the

:ay find

The words "... certain type 3 of subversiveactivity "
in the terms of refereace had been deliberately chosen in order

to mike itcicar that, aithough the Group wou. , of court3- e, rely
on the tcurity Service for much of its material, its :functions
did not in any sense coincide with those of MI5 in 3 o far as the
utter were concerneo with the whole area of the security of the
State.

The words ".., subject toMijterial approval " in the
ternts of reference were also iroportant in as much am they both
afforded members of the Group the protection to which they
were constitutionally entitled and safeguarded the position of the
Security Service, the Directive of which confined its functions to
the security of the State and rpecifically debarred it from any

of tusan political activity.*



The same princ * as iiwolved in so far as the

Inforsnatioa Research Depart
ment (IRD) of the Foreign and

Commonwealth Office would be
 one of the channels through

which the Group would - turally work; it was essential th
at

expenditure on IRD was directed
 solely to ensuring the security

oi the State and not to securing a
ny kind of partisan political

advantage

I ie Gr

Took note

In discus loon 1; was suggest a that it migit be 
useful far the Group 

to be

served by an official responsible for c
oordi.nating, perhaps on 

a week.-.1y

basis, the relevant information available 
to, and activities of, the

SecurityService, IRD and the Departm
ent o. .En-lpioyment; 

be could

also li&sc with the Press Secretary- (Co-ordination) soon t
o be

appouted to Mr ai nd s staiL There was reason to bte
lieve that

H Heron, whose experience fitted Wm 
particu1a1ywell to a. 'vise

on the wisdom of intervention in parti
cular inclu.strial situations

Itiankch not necetioari y on the bezt rr
eons of doing so), might 

be willing

to 'undertake such a function, which m
ight supersede vo;Qcamb of 

the work of

the lioe Regional eeting

bearin
41.4
‘4,4,

In further discw;

ited Mr Mat

mind the

intrexit of

'1.1*-1„„ilerio

nd to  consider r with Mr :3ar

4148 rrade ix 4 dif,,,,:usEior4, the desirabil
ity

rto Irdixt-ttor to serve the Group and to

:ftefUowiw7

The flfOUj.:tZUIi a.v 1abL

were .a.,cie;

Departzne 1 t3 on 8 1.11) version

roup rnigitt usefully

cornri ion as a backgretmet both for its own activities an
d

for .irnisters, a survey
 of the broad extent of subvorzive actival

in the country and its deveiop
rant over recent years.

ore

•- be rather ir -%grrientect, and, ti

It would be beyond the rezourc
es of the Security S vice to

re such a survey on an industry industry ba.sis

The Group own tams of reference were primarily

410ACerned with action, and the comm
issioning of a surrey

he Lines suggested migitt more appropriatel
y be considered

by the Official Committee on 6.'ubversi
on at Home.



The
prcvi-

„

Invit Maitlencl to cciisult the ChairrfLan of the
Official Committee on Subversion at -lame as to whether
taking account of the relevant iniorrnation which the
Department of Employment, 1RD and the Security Service
mt.ght be able to provide, it would be appropriate for that

Comrnttte to 4"kommiesion a survey of subverqvc activity

im the United. Kingdom

Livited

A

before them the Dote
d taUs of certain Jon'

cidaway, in c

=yak recommendatians as to which organisatio, of this

type were likely to be able to assist the Group in their work.

ROSECTS

Group considered the four projects listed in cl. letter

"'wax to Ir elL

The Ciroup

1 Invited Mr

the advice that 41b

AV 4, C 0 11V

c undeEdrab r ne

t NS

L aaex ui WLUCfl Lt.

1.cia4 orraniAsations.

ultation with Mr J'ones, to

couccrned

paper to undertake

any general investigatioi of b ubv e r s ive e1iieiits this

country; but

despite this, there Mgbt well be some siztecific

instance in the tature in whicb those concerned would

be very grateful to ake advantage of: the Editor's

readiness to assist.

Z. Invited Mr Redda avr

eject on which this Edit

sted

At.

consider sch tiler he could suggest

s assistance trtigktt usef y be
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taking ac o t in particular of the n
e published information in the notes which

d d circ ,tecl about these projects th

Agreed that there was no action which could be
pursue Project (b) or Project (c).
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't#4400.0,
oUB•GROUP ON INDUSTRY
Previous References: 1714(72) 2nd. Meet in

Minute 4 Conclusions
nute 2 and

MR. Sub Group on Industry had held eight
meeting", and ve-2.„, proving a very useful piece of machinery which was

now able to propose the exploitatioa oi suitable inforination whenever it

became av able. in particular, in response to Minirtere' interests

in tzUBIND Ncr. 20/72 and 27/72, it had arranged for the preparation

rial on the building industry wiitich bad been used in an article

in The on which the r rdian had subsequently drawn

4.•

The Group

Took note

OF
EPARTME T.AL GROUP UNDER THE CHAIRMANSHIP

ADDELL

lArADDELL said that an interdepartmental grouphad. been set up

cl,„zir,11,anslai- with the fol1ov433.0 terms of reference

"To superviue and dire,t, the collection of intelligence

about threats te the internal security of Great Britain

arising from subversive activities, particularly in

ind try; and to make regular reports to the Ministers

concerned

'Although hia  4 •oup was concentrating ixitiaUy on long.oterm assessments,

there would no doubt come a time Wbn its work woad be of direct use

to the Sub Group on inaustry or to the Group itself.

discustior it was pointed out that resent c0nver8at1ons between

Lord Califon, and certain trade ualon leaders on the activities of the

Claimants' Unions could be relevant to current work by Mr Wadden's

group and to the Sub-Group on intittstr)

The Group

Invited Mr
gs on the

Invited

7.7 'deli to report orally at fu

ctiv.ities of hi interdepait.mental group.

altland to arrange for Mr Wadden and

r Barnes to receive any available inforzration on
co on s discussions about Claimants' Unions.



HOME IONAL COMMITTEE

R REDDAWAY said that he had agreed with Mr Maitland to report

reg to the Group on the work of the Home Regional Committ
ee

The Sub.ipGroup on Industry was now handling the industria
l matters

that had hitherto been covered by the Committee and, a
ithough the

Committee's interests extended to considerably wide
r a.spects of

subversion., the adveat of the Sub4.Group meant tha
t the frequency of the

Comrnitte&E meetings could be reduced from app
roximately once a

month to perhaps once a quarter. Mean-Mille the full support of MD*6

resources WUS. availafoie to he Sub.oGroup; in 
particular it was informed

of all 3:RD1s 'potential outlets for industrial inforroat
iou

rhe

Torok note

AD VAN INFORMATION FOR INDUSTRY

MR MAIT ND said that he had been asked b 
p Group among

otherio, veh ther there was any way in which a firm
 could be warned when

it was in daager of employing an iadividual w
ho was Icaown to have been

art of iadustry; he had advised

Duniops to seek help fronl non official organi
sations such as the

C actornic L' eague

a. 5 ersive influence in some ther

'he following p.ins wert rn

it wa a cardinal principle of the operation of the

Security ,,ervice that official information could not be made

avaiLia,ole otect private industrial. interests.

This principle was

Fecier;a1.1 •lic

official information for unofficial purposes was forbidden by

i w

- ueq to the United Kingdom; in the

any, for example, the release of

b. Against the background Of assurances vett to

for U1A 1 Xthe context of the Younger

C* e Report, it was similarly impossible to countenance

I access to criminal record...,wa.offic

c. Where there was overt evidence that a oubversive

employee was likely to cha..u.ge the scene of hie operation
s,

it Iras possible to ensure that this was given enough

iiicial publicity to serve as an adequate warning to

firms who might be at riEit:.



Invited Man& in any further discusftioAis with

indu3trialists about LAe provivien of advance information

of the kind envisaged by Dunlop', to draw on the .poiate

made in the Group's discussion.

POSSIBLE PROJECTS

evious Refereace:

Pro's (a)

MR REDDAWAY referred to a survey which the 
news

had j4 t beg to publish on its 1-vvrn, initiative under

Stri.errizAer "; the Editor had been supplied w
ith c

which might well be ,44-1,e7loyedto7ooti effect in an early

Survey.

The Gr'oulo

Project (e) Divergencies oetwee

over the EEC

3 N

The Group

- : uzope

'Lite 414

per concerned

title The

in rdioto2raphs

instalment of the

*Lk

invited 1 1r Reddaway to continueto seek a suit

1un1ty to give effect to th Prime Allister s yvtt

that reflective Press corarrie .. .17tou1d be p omoted

Parties

out the cIivergence between th Oi: PUflISt Party of Great

othe r Wet European Communist Parties on the

t of Britain'ts joining tha European Communities

FUT

The Grou

d Mr iviat nd to dete

next meeting.

be.r 1972

mine a suitable date for


