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1. is L'r J for the- • • •

as j -stance it'.receies -froz Etecial Brar,che

investiatio siabversi\ activities. in -tr86

es-iDec.„La , -"-ttu hines of — -
- ' spute. This

assistahce Is provided in accordance witn. tne Terns -01

Reference for. a ecial Th-raYich issued .on the authority

'', . • Of the• .i,cSociation , bf Chief Police. Officers in June..

1970 in SnT,land_ and,:Wales (and in July 1970 in Scotland).

2. Para 3 of the Terms of Reference_ 8230utt':1f, .tag7t6

• .0 -: - -
of 8 Special -Branch, refers soecil_Lcai-ty„ to industrial

disputes n the following terms:-
•

H 47. To investigatr, any subversive background

to deton8tratid1s and breaches of 'public.

in consultation : with the

Security Service, to certain industrial

distyatesY

This is amplified in- the Annex to the Terms of Reference

as follows:-

"f. So. far as industrial -disputes are r.nrc,,,(2recl
•

Special Branch investi tions should o no

further than is .necessary to assist the

Chief Officer in the. discharge of his•

• resDansibility, for the .mainte'n.ance of Ie!w•

and eider end to Service

re4ueet forin7;ei,Lisence on T;ne 72cle •

subvrsive elemepts, whether.

individuals or - nisations, in. LI-e.

"
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37 noted ist the .2-..):Dvers4,

111: ar1cl sr ornir ter ,

cannai7n es in for an. ena to recii Branch sci:

OD urrio-lz,.". This c lsil:n
•

T •••., -:-.,

a retort L,Lt.5

iresu on 1+ April .107,11( CI L.'S., .L '

•

contacts with the managemr'21t of Stractlars EnFi::Leerins in

4. A l',umbe-r. of E2s havP, as reported in the PHoi.

Star? on 30 April. 1974 and in the "Guardian" on 1 hay

1974, ex-nressed - theil- concern to the TTome

abOut the increncli.n- of Sbecial 'Bra:lobes 7itn

trade union affairs. , . They intend to raise the matter

• further: in the House of Commons and to demand

into the role of SbeCial: Branch.

• 
.

Pin   enquiry

5:. The Eome:Socretary is aware of the Terms of Reference

under Which Special Branches pursue their inves ations

into Subversive activities in industrial: disputeg.' He

-.IS also are of the assistance which Special Branches*

. give to the Security Bervice in this field of enquiry.

He is content with these arrangements but he has .asked

the Security Service to exercise due care in it own

investigations to avoidoubli -ty which might misrepresent
P. •

these investigations as penetration of: trade Unions rather that

, of subversive groups active in the unions.



The u L,ecretary:rias •ajso asked th Lie, .at u

his Concern thnt
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o 

 1 U  _ " .  ,C to meet

their law nd ord e éso ±bi t ICS anra7.-tne recuirement

of the S6ourit-;..f . Serviee• informatien. on subverSite

activities in industrial disputes should. be handled

carefully. and .„a,...t-oasl, . so as to avoid publicity..

7. In this connection, it may : be helDful to remind

you of the distinction we draw between subversion and

militancy in industrial disputes in the following

definitions:-

"Subversion is defined as activitie., threatening

the safe tz: or well-beins of the State fm.d

intended to undermine or overthrow Parliamentary

democracy by political, industrial or violent

means.

Industrial militancy is defined .aereadiness-to

use. or threaten. the use of strikes, sit-ins and
other forms of aggressive action inHthe

furtherance Of industrial disPutes and an

unwillingness to 'seek. Or accePt:comoroMise

solutions through negtiations, conciliation

or arbitration.

Nilitancy in pursuit of trade union disputes

with employers is not subversive unless the

motivatioft and purpose of the militantsis

primarily political and. threatens the

parliamentary democratic system. OppositiOn

to industrial policies of the Government of the

day is not in itself subversive."
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