
INFLUENCE OF' SUBVERSIVE ORGAkSA.TIONS IN - •

ilAJOR TRADE UNIONS- -

coffart-e.

The an of this paper•is- to upclate the informatiOn about.
: subversive organisationS contained in SPL(74-)1 and to provide.
. assessment of those major trade npions. not previously

included. ,

2. The paper is divided into five pal. s as follows:

Part I: Introduction• .and Summary

-Part II: The Transport and General Workers Union (TGWU);

the Amalgamated Union of Rngineering Worker i (AUEW);

the Electrical, Electronic, 'Telecommnications and
Plumbing Trades Union (EETPU)';

the Union- of Construction, Allied Trades an
Tecilnicians (UCA.TT);

the National Union of. Ilineworkers..(NUM);

the National Union of Hal] walmen (NUR); - the •
-Associated Society of ,Locothotive _ agineers and
Firemen. (ASLEF) and: the Transport Salaried
Staffs ASsociation. (TSSA).-

- Part The Oiil and Public Services ASsoqiation (CPU),
and the- Society of Civil and Public Servants (SUS-•

• the National and, Local GovernMent Officers
lisSociation (NALGO); .

the National Union Of Public Employees (NUPE);

the Association of Scientific Technical and
Managerial Staffs ASTMS).

Part IV: .The National Union of •Journalists (NUJ);

the.National.Graphical Association (NGA); the
National Society of Operative' Printers, Graphical

. and. Kedia. Personnel -.(NATSOPA) a„.nd :the .Soc).'.ety of
Graphical and Allied Trades (SOGAT.);



'

(7)

.tbe society of Lithographic Artists, Designers
EhgraverS and Process Workers (SLADE

the Association of Broad.casting Staffs .(ABS)an
-the,Association of Cinematograph, Television and'.
Allied TechniCians (AGIT); •

,
the National Association of Theatrical, Television
and. Rine Employee (NATTKE).

Part' V: The Trades Union Congress (TUG);
•

the' Scdttish Trades Unoa Congress

the Wales TiadeS. Union Counbil (Wales TT.TO):.

5. The Appendix shows- the penetration- by Subversive organi sat i
.   major trade unions., including all those listed in the
Appendix to ppL(74.)1 -..

4. In Parts' to V the information ordinarily relates to:the -
national level Of the union cOnceined but includes information
about regional levels where this is significant in. the
constitution- of the union.. In the Appendix, the figures relate -
only to 'the 3aational level. The data are correct up to
15 eThruary 1979.

•
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••INTRQDU TION'AliD S1J RY

Introduction

• The Communist Pa-nty of Great Britain (OPGB) 'continues the
.•• pursuit of its long-term political objectives by seeking to
acqn_iTe PobitiOns Of influence at the top ;policy-making levels
in .the. trade uni  ons.. The exercise of such influence is -
ultimately ained not merely at the policies of. particular.unions
but -in the long run at those .Of the Trades _Union Congress (TE.J.C)
and,- at one rembve; those of the Government of the day:,

. -2. • The QPGB does :not control any trade ilium): at national- level;
- but it (Ries -dominate the rilechnical,   an& SliPervisorY

-Section .(TASS), of the ...Amalgamated_ •:qnion. •of Engineering WorkerS •
(AUE14) :The Party's. induatrial' appaiatus is directed from its
.Industrial Department at it's London HQ which Works through the
.Party district organisation as well -as through a system -of .•
(mainly) secret adirisOry :committees in all major trade•nnions
and industries'..

3. Trotskyis-t groups, 'having objectives different. from the
CPGB„ do- not generally .seek poditions of _inflUence•at
making and national _official levels in the • trade 'union movement,
preferring to work at rank and file level and through - nnoffic-il -
shop stewards! combine,s aid-committees. • They have however,
_in recent years Seen: advantage in securing represefiation,_
:they have done, in. executive.. committeeS.:of smile- "white-collar" -•_

•unions,•-in_ the -public service, teaching and journalism. •
Trotskyist ,gratips tend to devote: their main efforts' to the

- -production ' of effective Propaganda 'newspapers and •bulletins.

Some measure of the success' of the OPGB and ,other subVersive-
' :groups in ga5-ning positions of influence is 'shown by the. fact- -
that,. in: the 25 ,unions : exatatned in some detail' in the 'course' of
this Study,' the subversive fraction at national 1vel amongst,
e-.xecut.ives•-and • full-:time officials amOuntsL.Usome' 20 per cent,
of which about half are Commurtist• Party. members. kpiongst all
trade pnionists thei proPortion of Commun:ist .Party ember's •is
about -in 8007 In: those_ trade ,unions of Which. a -similarly
detailed study was •made five- years ago,- the OPGB and ,Other
sabversiVe- _groups have not in general_ gained or lost ground 
significantly -in the- inte.rvening period.-

5., Mit. figures are -not an 4cciirate guide to- Subversive
organisations' Dower to --i.-afluenae- events, since the circumstances; -

.diSb-Lite-S. are :often' eittetely_COMpleX:-'• -Powerful -'• •
.key ,pozitions at national- Or even at local level

•_cgn sometimes exercise. disproportionate .influence. • One example
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9. The Commun.ist Party's potential in a .changed industrial
climate to exploit industrail issues at a na.tional level for
political purposes remai n  s. Thus although in..recent times
TrotskYiste havd taken the lead 4i exacerbating industrial issues,
the CPGB, wib its greater influenCe throughout the. trade uniOn
movement , con-binues •to. represent the more significant subversive
threat.

'Summary

• 11: . Trotskyist activity in the -unions referred to in the preceding
-paragraph has been concentrated. at rank and file .level; and none

- of the TrOtskyist groups.bas given Much attention to penetrating
these unions at a national level. •(Particulars of the 11:121072S
Deferred to in tbis. and the preceding. paragraph are set. out in
'Part II of this document).




