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REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF POLICE OF THE
METROPOLIS FOR THE YEAR {968

New Scatland Yard,
Broadway,
London,
SW.L.
Gtk May, 1969,

To e Rigitr HONOURASLY THB SECRUTARY Of STATR
ror THE Hous DEPARTMENT.

S,
1 have the honour to submit the following report on the police of
the Metropolis for the year ended 31et December, 1968,

1 have the honour to be,
sir,
‘Your obedient-Servant,

J. L. WALDRON.

CHAPTER 1
The Yesr uofer Roview

The year 1968 was indclibly marked by the tragic death on 20th March of
Sir Joseph Simpson, K.B.E. The Mctropolitan Police lost a trly great Come
missioner o the start of » major reorganisation in the planuing of which he had
played & prominent and inspiting part. This was the culmination of ten years
of office during which he was continuously striving to improve the organisation,
strategy and tactics of police work, with no mean success. He was not confent
1o regard himself as tho architect of broad and imaginative policics for others
l(; m out but made the time to concern himeelf with the detailed working out
ol oas.

‘There is no doubt that fulfilling his conoeption of what he was called upon to
do as Commissioner took tremeadous toll of even his exceptionsl stumina,
but he was nevertheless unstinting of his thme in getting to keow individually
farge numbers of officers of all ranks aud in engaging himself in the social and
reercations] activities of the Force,

At his death many were the tributcs paid to his outstanding personality, his
great qualities of courage, integrity both of character and of intellest, and
tolerance, his capncity for keen and objective thinking and above all his utter
dedication to the polive servics in which e was an outstanding leader. Thelass
to the Metropolitan Pafice and to tho police service as & whole has indecd been
gricvons.

It has been a busy, hard and in some ways stimuliting year, Crime, the
prevestion and detection of which it must never be forgotten js the very bread
and botter of our existence, Was contnined ot approximately the same level as
1967 which in itself showed an improvement on 1966, A notiecable reduction
in breaking offences was k a ial increase in mi
simple thefts, The maiotenance of public order took up much of our time and
there scoms litile Jikefihood of this aspect of our duty diminishing during the
next twelve months, The free cireulation of traffic §s coming to depend more and
more on control techniques aad the Hon of the Joint Thaflic
Executivo between the Meitopolitan Police and the Greater Lozdon Couacll to
control Loadon’s tmffic is 8 considerabl istrati i Recruit-
ment has been steady and of consistently good materiali with wastage slightly
down there has been an incrense in strength of 444 men and 17 women. On 18t
April, ing upon the datlons of the P.A, Coan-
sultnnts Ltd, repont, the Fores underwent a reorganisation primarily at Head-
quarters. Those are some of the main featurcs of the past year on which I shall
expand betow,

Crime

“The sumber of indictable crimes mcorded for 1968 was 275,222, an incresse
of §-8 per cent on 1967 whith showed a redurtion of 3+3 per cent on 1966, the
first deorease singe 1954; thus the improvement shown in 1967 has been reason-
ably maintained. The detection rate cose to 24-8 per cent againt 24-3 per cent
in 1967 and 22+3 per cent in 1966, There was & fill in breaking offences of 15
per cent whilc cases of robbery and attempts to rob dropped from 2,01210 1,910,
The overall increase was duc primasily to the miscellantons simple thefls from
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non-residentlal buildings, a virtally non-prevemable crime: thesc rome by
13 per cent to over 45,000, Apart from two gangs whoese activities havo been
bropght to a close by the devoted sod dedicated work of C.1LD. officers covering
& tong period of time, there is no evidencs that crime {s organited in London on
a large scale and 1o the extent that * protection ** dots ooeur, the victims them.
selves are on the criminal fringe. Nevertheless, in spite of 8 veduction of § per
ceat, robbery remsing a menace and o difficult problem to counter; of those
arvested it is found that SO pzr cont have pot been previously convicted and
50 per cent are under 21 years of age. Young criminals, whose highest ambition
was to sntch & purses in the market plaze, now without heshtation attack elderly
sub-postmistresses aud ordinary men and women, many so unprepared, tlkin;
money to and from the baoks. The rsein the proportion of these effentes in
which fircnros were used or thought to be wied, 14-5 per oent in 1968 against
10-6 per cent In 1967, does give cause for conoern, One i, however, heattened
by the improvement in the clear up rate for robbery, tising from 30 per cent in
1967 to 317 per cent in 1968, With this particalar offenoe plokings are high and
the risks can be calculated, so itds Fendumental that the culprits, whatever their
age or provious history, sliould when caught be made to undestand that erime
does not pay. It is & primary responsibility of the Regional Crime Squad to
deat with this type of criminal,

During the year emphasis has been placed on the nececsity for the highest
possible speciatisation in erime investigatfon, Rew sections have been set up
to deal viith ant thefis and with philately. Much valuable assistance has been
given to us by the trade in these two sphores and, in a comblaed effort, out-
standing resulis have been achieved ond many thousands of pounds of valuable
property cecovered,

The proocdute under which investigations of less sedous crimes are now
cagrisd out by members of the Uniform Branch whilst detective officers deal
with major cases i3 overcoming 1ts teething problems and setting down well;
the results achieved are envourzging. 1 lnvc. with your approval, increased the

of the Criminat by the addition of 100
tempornry deteetive constables whoso principal task is to patro) the stréets to
provent and detect crime, and in the forthcoming year } nmend to streagthen
this Department stilf funther, Detective officers arc stifl camying heavy case
foads and are working exteemely long hours. For the first time in recest histery
the Criminal played an part in public
onder when on 27th October uearly 808 ofiicers worked in |uppon of their
uaiform colleagues in the West find of London and in Grosvenor Squace in

particular. They had no political purpose; their task was to deteet visious Rois
against the criminal law,

We were able to muke a start {n 1968 on u scheme in which the kate Come
raissioncr took a closc personal interest, Ho had for some time been concerned
about the nuntber of eriminals who could not be brought 1o ]umce brecause
shortage of d ndeqeate hing of scenes of srime aod he
hnd cncouraged “the dcwlcpmcm of & Seents of Crime Branch composed of

trained civillan fechnical staff. 'This new body of civilians will be
aumcicmly well troined In fingerprints, photogmphy and forensic sclence to
¢ the exantination of 3 Iarge number of soencs of crime which it is not
passib\s for the presont experts in cach of thess fields to cover, Twenty-one mea
have nlready been seleoted nnd started teaining and I have every hope that this
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scheme will prove suoccessful, and that we shall mienmmy be sble to provide for
at least ooe clvilien techulclan to be attached to cach palice station in the
Metropoliian Police Distriot. They will be tho geacral practitioners whille the
divisional fingerpsint officers and forensic soicnce cxperts, whe have mads such
a valuabls contribution over tho years, will remain the specistists,

Oniee more wo lnve received maay ealls from pmvumll and overscas forces
r igation of mors icated frauds and other serious
crimes. It has for hng been & tradition of this Force that we will always answer
these requests, no matier what prabdlems we have to face in ovir own polioe area
and 1 should ke to pay tridute to the individual offcers who, with only a few
houts® natice, have sesponded to theso calls, Such lavestigations are often
protracted and sometimes result In officcrs belng sway from their homes and
mm!les for Tong periods, That this is accepted as an occupational hazard {s an
example of the dedication to duty which existe amongst officers of this Force.

Publie mfa. denonstrations

Perhaps the most i of 1968 was the
development of the teehaique of pnblm prolest. Between Spring and Autumn,
culminating on 27th Ootober, kw weeks pmed without somo public demon-
stration or which th in some cases resulted
In; actuat disorder. Whatever the reason, nnd mapy were offered—the war in
Vietnam, ¢ivll strife in Nigerhs, an anti-apartheid, Rhodesia, student demands—
theee was invarinbly the same underiying motive, o rovolt against authority and
the establishment signifying social und political unrest. The great mufority of
the peopistaking part 1y a militaot elemoat
came to the fors wheilier. Maoists, Trolskylsts or anarchists, who felt that thelr
aims could only bo achxuved by vichnec and who hoped that by the bysteria and

these ey could carry with them many of the
uncommitted. Nwmhe!es:. in spite of uus threatened viclence and the incon-
venience thess marches create, 1 wonld otways support the right of peaceful
demonstration. i this were limited or curtafled the ban would unite many of
those who at the moment kave opposing policics.

Meticulous planniay in the greatest detail is needed fn such ciroumstances gnd
& report by & working party set up at the and of Mareh to study snd assess police
procedures in relation to public onder praved invaluable in the monthis which
followed, Asn tesul( fam md (c confirm that our phnmug proved effective

when tested in ly there ulvnys bewtendency
to crr on theside of cautl hese iops and the calls on p
1o deal with the inuing scrics of situations Have boon Fiake the

view that we should deal with violent demonstrations by traditional methods,
izt the man in the front row of a police cordon may be working s foot patrol at
Wimbledon on the day before and the day afier hie is called up for this special
duty, that we da aot wear protective clothing, and do aot make use of koar g2,
water cannon, barbed wire barriers or any equipment that could be sald to give
risc to provocation to the demonsteators. In order to keep the temperature
coot, nnd prevent the baitic from escalating, the men have to show & tremendotis
resteaint, for they are pushed, kicked, abused sod insulted and once apain I
would pay eibute to the loyalty, fnxbcannee. patience and good humour tlm
officers of all ranks kave dispfayed in the face of d
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frequent distocation of thelr private Jives. Success has been achieved by the
fine cxample of steadiness and good sease that the Metropoiltan Police have
shown sind enc can be very proud of them. Particular events and the moasures
taken to meet them are described in greater dotail in Chapter 2.

Football matehes: hooliganisny

Disorder and hoolignnlsm have continued to be a serfons problem at football
matehes and oocasionally at other places of entestainment. This is a revolt by
teenagers against discipline aed they take the opportunty of upwsmxs them-
selves within the anonymity of crowds at large football gwun They do not
necessarily support one side or fhe other but go primarily (o make a nulsance,
shouting und chanting obscealties. This is often extended after the game by
damage and vislenee to windews, stalls and other propesty when they are
careering in groups awsy from the ground, aud again iater when they travel
home by train. We can itl afford to divert the police manpower required to
provide the vigilance ond exira supervision needed to ded with this probiem.

Commumity Relations

Whils the maintenance of public order hos been o matter of particnlar conceen,
it is of course one of the primary reasons for {he existence of police oud therefore
not semarkable as such, On the other hand the sodial consequences of o rapid
influx of coloured citizens from oversens throughout the Metropolitan Polics
District to which I drew attention Inst year are still comparatively new
provide matters of concorn, ‘This is o fleld fn whith polios are among the first
10 beeome involved, sinee it is when difficulties and misuaderstendings due to
incampatibility and different habits and ways of lifé become major social
problems that police come into the pleture.

Tt is to enable chanping social conditions and their relationship to every day
policing to be studied, and mpmbla mieasures taken to meet  fresh chafienge,
that o new * Community Relations ** Bronch hus been sct up in ™ A ' Depart-
ment. ‘The Branch, under a clief superintendent, hos responsibility not only
for making and maintaining contact and llalson with immigrant organisations
at Headguarters fovel; but also for the chana:d policy nnd procedures which sre
Tikely to be needed when P the in the White
Paper * Children in Trouble™, This h another area in-which police are nooes~
sarlly in the forefront and wbm preparedness for chasge is equally important.

n many ways the formation of a special Community Relstions Branch indi-
cales & new and vedy. different approach to what is hasleally an old problam.
Potice can no Yonger nfford 10 remain withdrawn and play a waiting game, but
must be extrovert and prepared to go more than hall-way to maks contact with
sections of the public in a manner which would have teen uohcard of only =
few years ago. It.is not going to be casy, and mony inhibitions and cantions
procedurcs fong hallowed by time and past attitudes will have to be abandoned.
Howcver, a promising stast has been made and 1 am confident that a firm
foundstion is being established which will be of immense value in the years to
come.

Reorganisation

A1 the change of the year, P.A, Munagement Consuliants Limited, who were
appointed to ** investigate in the brondest possible woy the distribution of
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ad ibil within the P Police " had d
1bedr final repon. Most of their racommiendations were aceepted cither in fol
of in part by tny predecessor and by the middic of February, 1968 yon were
lbk 10 approve their application to the Force. As ithe date of reorganisation

already boen scheduled for Ist April 1958 there was w!e time to Jose.

The report was poinled more at i a¢
than to qperational methods in division.

By far the most far-reaching proposal wus that the Receiver’s Offics should
be merged with the Commissioner’s and that while retainfog his statutory
functions the Rectciver stiould assume wider responsibility as head of the unified
Metro?ohun Police civil staff, These arrangements have brought togothor the

and support of the Foree thereby ereating oonditions for
quicker declsion-making and the closer associntion of those toncerned with
forward planning, budgeiary control and cest cHeofiveness; and they have
provided fora more vizble civil staff organisation with & wider range of work,

1 far reaching bas been carried

lmn cffect, and hus been a suesess,
There has beco some ar the police at Head-
quasters, “A" is i ly for all of the
Uniform Branch, inchudi jcatl " contrals all

polico officers and auxiliarics permaenently employed on the traffic mission nnd
o Hne de\edopmcnl has been created from the Assistant Commissioner down-

‘wards. Dcpmm:nl remains mo Criminal lnvubgahon Department,
but»p* l‘ ditlonally has aragbzgofmbjecu,
now has firm it ""'all tters affecti , except

and, with few exceptions, aif training.
A vitel part of the reorganisation has been the setting up of the Management
Services Department, including branches engaged on research aud development,
forward planning and orgonisation and methods. A resenrch committce, under
the chalrmanship of the Deputy Commissioner and consisting of the Recedver,
the Assistant Commissioners and other Heads of Departments and Home Office
representatives, has been formed to consider prioritics and review progress
nnd 1 have high hopes that we shall be in the forefront of new ideas nnd the
ppplication of fresh techniques besides keeping our existing organisntion and
procedures under critical review, The deparument has been expanded to 22
police officcrs and bas taken on aix sclentists, one of whom is a ipocmhxt in
work study. A number of the police officers have attendsd Treasury O, & M.
Oauncsmdhxveh.xdxh ;. ity 1o gain
i A

practical
% of civilian nxﬂ‘ hu
also been providcd for work on organisation and methods,

Anather importaat matter to come out of the Censultants’ review has been
the proposals for & budgetary cantrol system to be inked with forwnrd planning
and for the purposes of cstablishing this an Assistant Secretary was seconded
fo us from the Ministry of Dofence; hie works closely with the Head of Manage-
ment Services. Reorganisation has brought the: Finance Department into &
smuch stoser relationship with thie Police Departments. “This refizcts the general
trend in public administration for finance, in sddition to its traditional regu-
Tatory aspect, to be accepted as an cssential ingredient of plansing and of the
measuremcot of the efectivencss of ourrent activitics.
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As regards the disteict and divisional organisstion outsido Headgquartess, the
Consultants claimed thst there were too many levels in the struciuee of the
Foree whuh Co\!ld oaly | lead 10 bolllmu:ks Th:y suggested that district

clght super divisions,
each with clgm sub-divisions, should be created. In theory this appeared to be
2 reasonuble altemative aﬂowmg Iornn txwﬂmr pyrapid of command, bus the
Patice 1968
when, at the advent of the Gm«:r Landon Council,divisional andsub—dlvhioml
boundaries wree brought I fine with these of the new London Boroughs,
Whatever permutations ware considered, and we tried them all, {2 was not
found possibleto furmsub-dmshm of snything approaching :qml size without
cutting zcross or her, © d that
the previous reorganisation shnuld be allowed ta have time to seitle down for
there had been signs of @ 1oss of moraic at those stations which had lost sub.
divisional status in £9652 locat traditions dic hurd und theie value must never be
undersstimated. The existing divitlons were therefore foft undisturbed, each
reporting to Headquarters.

With the ination of divtrict ds, four of the Foree,
with the rank of commander, were introduced In Hey, one to cover cach of the
old disiriots. Their duties are to inspect divisions and ensure that my policy is
carricd out; to see that every station is rus at & bigh rate of cfficiency snd moale
is sound; sod where equipment or buildings aro deficicnt they should 10 report.
One of thelr most important tasks is to appraise the capabilities snd qualities
of officers in the middle sanks of the Servier, superintendents, chief inspogtors
and inspeciors and to see whether they are suitable for higher command, to
draw sttention to their virtees and faults nnd in the case of the Istter how they
can be semedied. The Tnspectors have no executive functions sithough chiel
supcmlmdcnu in ulvmysall on them for advice and help, Ieis hmdmmm
thotth Id not become dawn with paper;
wres, which prevented district commanders from carrying out the supcmsary
functions for which the original appointmenteat this Jeve! had been designed,

The rmajosity if ot all the decislon making functions previously undertaken
by distriet commanders. are now carried out by chief superintendents and it is
boped that they in tum will leave mote to superintendeats in chiarge of sub.
divisians. Maonagement by exoeption should be the rule. 1t is my policy to
encourage delegation daws the line of coromund and § sm hopeful that this
witl be amud by those chicf inspectors and inspectons who have their owa
units and those inspectors who are in charge of roliels under the extended
responsibility scheme. Cons.derably authority is vested in these offioers asd [ am
confident that they will respond and show the nltistive and feadership of which
most of them sre capable. The Force has suffered in the past from too heavy a
haod from above. In turn greater responsibility will fall upon sergeants and
constables who will themseives ofien il positions of avthonty and o any case
wifl be members of b well-kait team determiined to fight ciime, The rank of
deputy commander has been aBolished, save for certain existing appointments
retained on o personal basis for the dmz being.

Operations; spstems of palicing
Unit Beat Polising in one form or another has becn extendad to all bt one
of the 42 sub-divisions in the X1 outer divislons and the possibility of intro-
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ducing x modified fwvn of this system of pollcing in some pans of the inner divis-
ions is being of the unit system
under whioh a chief inspector or inspector has operational command of 1 single
stution area is continuing and by the end of the yenr there were 98 such stations.
We do not want 1o fall into the mistake of saying that any one panticular system
of policing is necessarily better than another in 3ll circumstances: conditions
vary and it is up to the officors in.chargo of sub-divisions who now have personal
rudio, transport and good equipment at their backs, to ensure, with the aid of
ceiminal intellipenoe, that their ground is policed In the best way possible.

Wherever practicable within the method of policing, men ure allocuted to
homge beats, the urban counterpart of the village constable, as this is one of our
saleguards to overcome Joss of contact with the public, a danger excessive
mechanisation creates.

The Special Patral Group continues to justify its cvstence, performing tasks
similar to those described last year, In 1958 1t wus responsible for 870 amvests
for crime and 448 for other offences, an Invrease of 25 por vent compared with
1967, You have agreed that the Group be expanded by two unils and that the
strength of each unit be slightly increased; it Is expocted that 1his expansion or
same part of it will be implemented during 1959,

Crime Prevention

The full-time crize preyention service, row litthe more thaa o your ofd, bas
seen the consolidasion of its activities durmg 1968, 3t was created 10 openute
both from Divisiens und Headguarters, to provide » technical and advisery
service 10 the public. Iis aim is to reduce the opportunities for crimes to take
place and it is in this ypecialised field that sohd pxogms has heen achieved.

Crime officers in sub-divisions, often with staff from
the Budqnaﬂm Unit, hiavwe camod oul during tht year over 15 000 mspecmms
of premises, ranging from privat liings to complex i J commer-
<cial organisations.

The Headqumcu Uuit has dcve!oped its contacts wnh lh: sugurity industry
and other th erime in keeping abreast

of wechnical sccurity dcv:!oamu. lu members have acquired a degree of
knowledge in their particutar fivida which i vapidy establishing their npumim:s
s oxperts. They, and their colleagues In divisions, ure the * nuts and bolts ™
men who are bringing about an awateness on the part of alf sections of the
community of the need for scourity, and giving peactical advice on the right
measures,

This Is an impontent aspest of the work of the Foree, and | am satistied we
have established a sound basis for future development.

Gaming
The gaming laws huve beset us with legal problems. The Betting snd Guming
Azt of 1960, sewenacted as the Beting, Guming vad Lotteries Act in 1963, was
introduced to control gaming: it was welcomed because we were tired of trying
1o catch up with urderground gaming partics which cost us mwch in moncy
and manpower. However, the new Inws proved to Se open to wide interpre-
fation and their enforcetnent had of necessity (o be based largely on the technis
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catities of gaming. In consequence 1 have hud to take steps for some time past

to ensure that police tine was not consurmed unprofitably in dealing whhnucg:d
offenives. Nevertheless, policoaction was tightened ap following vpon a declsion
of the Housc of Lards which clasified the position in regard fo cortain methiods
of playing roulttte ang othes games of uncquil chance, and elso upon an undes-
taking given on my béhalf to the High Count in the course of an appeal agsinst 8
refusal from the Queen’s Beneh Divisional Coust to grant an Order of Mandamus
requiring roc to alter my previous policy (R. v. the Commistionzr of Metro«
politan Police ex parie Blackburn), This led 10 an increase in the number of
prosecutions in gaming cases (Section 32, Berténg, Caming und Lotteties Act,
1963) from 21 in 1967 to 107 in 1968; further details arc given fu Chapter 5,

page 80, Unfortunntely no finality has been seached since many of the con-
victions were taken to appeal, and as fast as onc metiod of play was held to be
itlegal a new method was invented to tuke {ts pluce, which in its turn has had 1o
be tested in the Courts—a Yong nnd tedious process. The position is so complex
that one can only hope that the provisions of the Gaming Act, 19468, will come
into operation as soon 8s possible. Tt should enable s wellzun casino to operate
within the faw without giviog trouble to the police. It has to be recogaised, in
my opinion, that gamiog has come o stay and we cannot put the clock back;
to be repressive would only lead to the cvils prohlbmvn jnevitably attsots.

The Gaming Board, sot up by virtue of the Act, with its system of control, wil)
enable o linited nurber of estsblishments aperating casino games pnder rules
fafd down By Regukutions to be run cub}cc! to 4 systeet of close supervision;
this should reduce the need for p ton

Strengths
B taken in the light of the Prime Minister's
statement in the House of Commons on 16th January, o limit way set on the
pumber within the suthorised cstoblishment hy which the Foros was atfowed to
inm:ue in strength during the year, The new personne! scction of D
mient masaged with great skill to balance recruitment against wastage
in such a way as to ochieve the maximum permitied increase. The aitested
strengih of the Foroe rosa by 451 men and women to 20,539, Dscpits the restedo-
tions, 1968 was a good year for recruiting. 1t was also deeided for reasons of
economy that the strength of full time civit staff should not be increased by
more than 228 during Ihe period entit 315t March 1969, This figure was far
beiow our d grent difficulty
the priorities between the varjons smmu of the argrnisation in need of sadic
tional stall. We have to choose whether it js preferable ta make up previcusly

A .

agreed or W meet increnscs in work ofien dictated
by new Iegislntion or the effect of the introduction of new polich the
:upponlng civilian smrﬂ.
far too dutfesfe

wbich lhcy were primarily lmmcd. courts staffswallow 500 offivess and adminis
fution units at stations 744, A large number of these posts could bo Giled by
civilians and I am determined to make copsiderable intonds fn these Agares as
the Hmitations on civillen recruitiog ore lifted, As an cxpenmcnu! measure 1
lmvc b:en :h!c to recmit <cight aivilhn " process servers ' to wssist waerant

usts by serving by hand; thisis a step in
lhe ngh! d:remon.
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Teairing
The ever insreasing demands made upon the skill and professional knowledge
ol all ranks, the intradustion of aew systems of policing 4nd cquipment, and

flow of pew legi: to nuke hravy demands upon time,
Bnm:e and cxpemsc in !hc cxpanding ﬂtld of training. Couscquent upon the
tmuung (save dogs and herses}

has now been gmupcd nndes o din "D

h greatly
Iucilitates co-ordisation of the rany and varied requirements in thiy field. In
the 19708 it will be nocessary to bring together ol formal training in the new
buildings at Hendon, on whick work. has now stasted; and 1 am confident that
by w:nd fosward plannm; the training will match the
of the Hendon praject. With thit sim In mind, { have appointed u working
party representative of all ranks and dcpmmenu to consider funnre eraining
needs in the light of the developing role of police. Bardier In 1968 the new Cadet
School, comprising Phass 1 of the Hendon redevelopment, was occupied, From
your visit in June you will recall the high standard of the accommadation and
truining (acilities provided there, [ am pleased to say that many young men of
good ealibre continue 16 pass through this excelient extublishment,

Folice Personnel Departoent

We have suffesed in the past from the lack of a Police Personnc! Department.
This was soon noted by the Mm;mcnt Conxultants and 8 new branch hay
now been sel up under the wing of “ D" nt. Ia onder to obtain a
sound knowledge of appraisal systems, career management and teaining tech.
niques, senior officcrs have looked at the Clvil Service, Armed Forces and
industsy and as & result o revised system of anneal qualifieation repornting is

introduced. In time there will be adequate personal records giving o
fulf description of the qualities, capabilitics and potential of o}l men in the
Force. We shall know what taleats they possess and how these can best be
sed and it will avoid, wo hope, individuals being placed in jobs for which they
have little aptitude. Those who are smbitlows and can look forward to &
promising career will have the oppertunity of obiuining aa insight into rather
mofe aspects of the Forco than they have had before,

Additional studies are being mads into recruftment und wastage, job-ansliysfs
aud promotion procedures. A valuable axcrcise was endertoken in fom:sung
the numbes of inspectors” vacancies ln the peviod 1971-1976 whn cotirements
will be negligible because of the war yeass. is the danger that on present
establishments the number of officers pnssms llxmngh the Spcr.ml Conm at
Brarmehill, botl those selected after
thratgh the graduate entsy, will take up the great majority of posts svailable,
leaving few 10 advanee by the opdinary procedure. “This will bve 1o be exrefully

waiched, This brunch I an infant of which s bave groit bopes, and sext yor
I shall report upon thic impacts which it s bound to nmke.

Traffic
munpumtdcnkmntdthmrmmmldd and ooe thex
will have farreaching consegoraces, was the serting #p by this FPorce sad the
Greater Loadon Council of the Jora¢ Traffic Brecative for Greaier Loadorn.
This body is headed by the Assistant Commissioner in chargp of the Traffic

s
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Department and the Council’s Trafic Commissiantr, and its terms of refurence
are 1o agree prioritics for jolnt action in highwuy and wafic matters, to cnsure
that aaffic yegulations and onders are capable of economical enforcement, to
increase the speed of exccutive decision and, generally, to promote good order
and efficiency in the use of the roads of Greter London, It will have at its
dispnsal the powens delegated and resources alfocated 19 it by the Commissioner
of Police and the Council.

Tho Exccutive mects at frequent intervals to formulate policies and plans, to
direet or develop the gencral lines of jolnt or complementary action and 1o
keep under review the nefivities of three psemanent working groups to which as
much work s pessitle is delegated. These groups arc concorned respectively
with traffic managemeat, control systems and road safety, The Traftic Manuge-
ment Group supervises three sub-groups dealing respestively with major
schemes, locat schemes and controlled parking. The Control Systems Group is

with arca teafii ) h as the West London i
which is referred to Iater, and with systems for the surveiltance and cantsol of
trafiic on motorvays, The Road Safety Group examines sod keeps under
review road accident trends and the various means by which the trends can be
influenced.

These armugenments will formalise and swrengthen the close und fruitful
working relationship in teaffic matters thut has developed between New Sootiund
Yard and The County Hindi since the Greater London Council became the
traffic authority for all but the periphem! parts of the Metrapolitan Pollee
District in 1965, They do vt derogaie lrom, or in any way affect, my powers
as Commissionsr or these of the Council, and our respective discretion to
formulate policy concerning the cxescise of those powers remalns vafettered.

The West London Experiment was officially insugurated from the control
room at New Scotfoad Yard on 22nd January. The purpose of the experiment
is to co-ordinate 1he operation of waffic signals in such a way as fo minimise the
tot) joumney times of all vehicles passing through the area. Injtial subjective
reaction has been favournble and » scientific survey to determine journey times
under comparabla conditions showed 4 reduction of over 9 per.cent attributable
o computer control.

Beforo the experiment it was nzeessary for foot police to bo present during
peak periods 0t 22 points within the area, The now system of conize] and assoc-
i 4 measires so i d taffic itions that it was
fouad possibic to withdraw police from all but fivo of these points,

Full development of the control system, Ieading eventually to the automatic
selection of plans to cope with varaus traffic situstions and tactical sdjustment
of the selected plans to take acceunt of shnormalities, will take another two
yeurs; when complele the system will have bullt-in facilities to ahert the controt
room staff automatically,

Remote sbrveiliance of six of the more complex.intersections within tne nrea
of the experiment lc effected by means of closed cirouit television. Experience
has demonstrated time und again the value of this fucility for initisting prompt
police action at the seens to prevent local interruptions of the trafhic fow caused

wocidents or b e purking from developing into major

by bre:
traffio jams.

i6

The Ioint Traffic Exeoutive also hud under consideration at the cod of the
year the drastic slowing down of the rie of implementation of the Greater
London Council’s conirolled parking programme which resulted from the
manpower sestrictions to which I have referred earlier. By calling on rescrves
of waffic wardens who were in poat whea the restrictions wese imposed, aud by
applying 1o it existing controlied parking zones the new method of assessing
wardens® establishments mentioned in Inst year's Report, it was found possible
to provide enough to moan five ncw 2ones in the Inncr London Parkiog
Area and one in o suburban town centre in 968/69. Bui this was far short of
the numbcer of zones the Oreater London Council had hoped to intreduce.
Purther, owing to staffing restrictions the Centrat Ticket Office has been hand
pressed to cope with the influx of traffic tickets from the soven new zouts
referred to above despite the from manual to comp
processing of traffic tickets from June onwards.

A serious constealnt on the pace of iraplementation of the controlied parking
programme fies in the volume of personal enquiry work which ks to be unders
taken by thic police to tereo and identify recipicnts of tmffic tickets whodo not
pay the fixed penalty or excess oharge and Ignore written communications from
the Centrn! Ticket Office, Thene were unmistakable signs towaeds the end of
1967 thiat wraffic tickets wene already being fasued in such numbers as to throw
on to the police an unmanageabls burden of enquity wark. This weakoessan
the teaflie ticket system of enfe must clearly be died before aow
vontrolied parking zones are ivroduced in doy great aumbers, or the rangs of
offences for which the procedure is used is widened as provided for vnder
Section 131{1) of the Transpors Act, 1968,

Augmenting the manpower engaged on enquiry work will hefp to some extent,
und ¥ am considering, as an i the of some of the addi-
tionat traffic wardens to be allocated to this Foroe In 1969/70 on making folfow
up enguisics on behnif of the Central Ficket Office when they have been armed
with the requisite stntutory powers, But this can be only a pallistive. A mdicat
aure will involve alterdng the system itself 50 83 to reduoe the nesessity for such
enquitits to be made. OF the various suggestions thut huve beon put forward
for achleving & reduatiy mast ing is that Hability to convietion of
minor traffic and parking offencos dealt with by the Sxed peaaity procedure
should fall absolutely on the registered owner of the vehicle concerned rather
shan on the person who was driviag it at the time of'the alleged ofence. This b
already the rule in some areas and, although such a provision would not
climinste the noed for enquirics to identify offenders, it would reduce the
number of such enquiries and 1 feel sure that the fixed penalty procedure will
eventually become upworkable upless it is adopted here. | made recommen-
dations 1o you to this offect in the course of the year. As an interim measuze |
initiated discussions with the Lendon Boroughs Association about a possible
withdrawal of trafic wardens from mcler afteadants’ duties in controlied
parking zongs, the dutits 1o be underoken instead by tocat suthority siaff, ss is
the case niready In the Landon Boroughs of Bromley, Croydon, Greenwich and
Kingston-upon-Thames.

The chicf advantages for this Foree of such a withdrawal would be that it
would sclease some traffic wardens for redeployment and enable wardens

on of waiting i To be deployed more sefectively
and thus over a wider arca. The meter uttendant clement of taflic wardens’
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duties involves 1be regular inspection of metees and the vehicles parked at them
and as Jong us wardens arc tied s moter supervislon, little flexibility of deploy-
ment is possible to enable waiting restrictions to be better enforced, Another
advantage is that follow-up enquirics in cases of non-payment of excess charges
incurred 2t parking meters would no longer be 3 police responsibility. The
resultant saving in police time con be gauged from the fact that over 33,000
enquiries of this kind were made in 1967 and nearly 44,000 In 1968,
1 reatiss that my proposal would create difficulties for the Borough Councils
but it seems to me 1o bo indefensible that scarce police sesouroes should be
on regufating the usc of space within parking places and cnsuring
that the Councils reccive the moneys owing to them.

The public suppart for the “ drink and driving ™ provisions of the Rosd
Safety Act, 1967, referred to i Iast year’s Report was maioteined. Towards the
end of the year, however, thero was apparent evidende in the accident figures
that the initial impact of the new provisions was begioning to wear off. Followe
ing their introduction in Octobxr, 1957, thero was a sharp reduction in acgidents
Iate ot night. The improvement Iasted well on into 1968 and at the end of the
firat tw elve months which ended in Sepiember the number of accidents recorded
a3 having occurred between thehours of 10 p.m. and 4 a.m. was some 26 per oent
fawer than in the corresponding period before breath testing began. But in the
Iast quarter of 1268, accidents between these times were substantislly more
numerats than in the fast quarter of 1967,

Road accidents involving death or injury were marginslly more numetous
than fu 1967, whea the total was the Jowest for tea years, but [ am glad to seport
that the number of people kilied or injured was stightly lower, the reduction
being more marked in fatad ond serious casualties than ia slight casvalties,
The downward trend of recent years in cosunlties among car drivers and passen-
gers and riders of motor and pedal cycles was maintained but pedesteinn
:awglﬁ:s teok an upward turn, the deterioration being most aoticeable ininner

ondon,

CHAPTER 2

Administration of the Force and Operations

Munpower

“The establishment ond strength of the regular Foree are scf ont in Appendix I,
Table I. Thestrength at the end of the year was 19,976 men, leaving a deficiency
of 441 in tho authorised establishment of 25417 men. Tho act increase in the
strength of the Force was 444 men. Three hundred and Afty-seven or 28 per
cent of the tota] recruits served s cadets.

There was & net increase of 17 in the strength of women poloe. The total
strength at the end of the year was 563, a deficiency of 66 on the authorised
establishment of 629,

During the year 9 graduates, including 2 women, joinied the Parce. Six of these
{5 men and - wombn) entered under the special scheme for the recruitment of
those with higher educationa! qualifications referred to in my report for 1967,

Recroitment

These was 2 decroase in the number of applications (3,434 compared with
4,672 in 1967), to which the reduction in ndvestising for recruits, as a result of
the temporary iotion in 7 probably ibuted.

One thousand nine hundred and seventy-four wen and 160 women were
exnmined, compared with 3,122 men and 250 women in 1967, Ope thousand
1wo hundred and fifty-four men and 90 women jolued the Forco—384 fess men
and 40 less women than o 1967, These Sgures include 2 officers transfcrred
from other forces on appointment as ohisf inspestors. Also insduded arc 35
to-cngaged after previous resignation, 4 who refoined on transfer, 60 who
{ransferred from other forces and 23 who had previously served ns cadets in
ather forces, Former A litan Police Cadets for 362 of those
Joining, of whom 357 were scrving cadets aitested on reaching the age of 19,

The averags age of recruits at 21 8/12 was slightly lower than ast year and
74 per cent of those who joined were single men (69 per cent in 1967).

The average weekly intake to the Training School was 24, & deereaso of 7 on
the 1967 figure,

Secondments
At the end of the year 3 officers were seconded ny followst—
of d. Sl O |
i Criminuf Polite Esati 1
General Post Offics .. o . PO |

One detective chiel superintendent was seconded to the General Post Office '
during the year,
Evgagements undec the Police Act, 1964

At the end of the year, 15 officers wete engaged for a period of ceatral service
under Section 43 of the Polico Act, 1964.
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Ten were with the Home Office, 4 at the Palics College and 1 as Natioan
Co-ordinator of Regiopal Crime Squads,

‘The following engagements took place during the year:—

One chief supcrintendent aod 1 chief inspector 1o the Police College, 1 chief
superintendent to the Home Otfice Police Rescarch and Development Branch,
1 chief deat 1o HM. of Ci ry asd 1 detective
superintendent ag Assistant to H.M. Adviser on Prison Seounty,

The following officers returned from a period of central servies:—

One deputy commander (H.M. Adviser on Prison Security), I chief superine
tendent and 3 superintendents from the Police College and 1 superintendent
from the Home Office Police Reseaech and Development Branch.

Police Co

Fortyth B and 3 wamen i attended
inspectors” conzses,

Four chief 2 3 detective chief i and 3 detective

inspectors nttended the seventh and eighth internrediate command covrses held
from 7th Jonusry to 23rd Mesch and from 3fst March to 220d June.
One chief superintendent, | superintendent and 2 detective superintendents
aitended the sixth senior command course from Tth July to 218t Becember.
Fifteen officers, insluding 6 from the C.1.D., are attending the seventh special
(Higher Police Training) course which commenced on §th October.

Retirements
Retirements, to., are clasvified in Appendix 1, Table 2.

Awards to widows and children

Four hundred and seven widows® pensions were granted, compared with 396
in 1967, Allowances were granted in respeet of 36 children.

‘Women Police

“The overall estoblishmens of 629 bas remained unchanged but following

in Aprif the di of ranks has been changed.

The rank of superintendent {grade I, retoined only for women police, is to
e relinquished. Ofthe S posts, 1 will be upgraded to deteetive supcrintendent
{grade 1) and the other 4 will be flfed by chicl inspectors. The efiminstion of
pismns made it necessary fo redeploy the women superintendents and chicf

8t District b Divisiona! supervision is now
by 4 chicf inspectors on the staff of the womon shief superintendent. A womas
hicfinsy $ been inted a8 stafl officer ing)in** D Dep
and a chief Inspector and an inspector have been sppointed to the Community
Relations Branch of *“ A ™ Department. They have been engaged in the setting
up of Juvende Bureaux and thelr specinlised knowledge of juvenife prob
and proceduses is proving of special vajue,

Tho increase of women officers of rank in vativus departments st New

Seotland Yard refiests growing acceptuncs of women not merely as spectalists
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but »s full members of the police tearn. This Is further illustrated by the appoint«
ment of 8 woman sergeant to the instructional staff of the Trainlag School.

During the year the training of women officers as R.T. operators has been
stepped up and wamen have been employed increasingly an wirelesy conteol
of the deployment of police at major demonstrotions, Twe husdred women.
officers wire 50 employed during the demonstration on 37th Octeber.

The number and quality of young women applying to join the service is

ing. Limitation of i miade ft possible to be raore than usuatly
selective and those joining ure of good cducational standard. Two graduates
joined the Foroe during the year, 1 of them under the special terms of gradunte
entry, One of the problems of the employment of women in aoy profession is
the wastage during the early years of service due to and following marrisge.
This year resignations showed & welooms drop to 73 acd there Is » growing
tendency to stay in the Fores after marriage. At the end of the year 96 murried
women were serving.

“The very heavy recruiting in 1967 has meant that there has been a dispropor-
tionate pumber of probationers working on divisions. The CLD., Special
Branch and Special Patrol Group, etc., require women with over twe years”
service and it has been the practice so to il all these posts, with the result that
for duty at many stations enly probationers have heen avuilable  This has
placed o heavy cesponsibility snd much extra work on the shoulders of the
women inspectors and sergeauts. Results, owever, show that a high standard
bas been maintained,

“The tolal number of arrests made by women officers was 4,299 compared with
4,304 in 1967, The types of offences showed little variation from provious
years. The number of women arresied for shoplifting offerces continues ta be
Jarge, 2,297 compared with 2,432 in 1967, The number of absconders from
spproved schiools, remand homies, £ta., Who weee arrested sose from 641 in 1967
0 667,

A good deat of the time of women officers is taken up by juvenile problems,
particulasly the protection of children and yovng persons, ard the number
brought beforc the juvenile counts #s being in need of case, protection or control
jncreased to 712 (654 last year), This continued to be & measure of last resont
sud the number of cases reported to chi of jocal suthori
for action or case work by them increased from 3,676 in 1967 1o 5,653 in 1968,
The very harge increasc in the number of cases so reported within the Jast threo
years {there were 1,491 such cases in 1966) Is indicative of the growth of co-oper~
ation betwoen polioe and Jocal government services. Lust year 1 commented on
the need for a two-way flow of information between polios and chitdren's
departments. Thers I8 & welcome improvement in this dircotion, stemming
possibly from the closer ion in training ‘Women inspee-
tors have lectured to trainee ohild care officers, and a children’s officer lectores
1o women probationers,

Assaults on young children in the home, however, particulacdy ** battered
baby " caes, are A continuing causg for concen Ocrasinnal delays in reparting
cases of this kind make vanecessarily difficolt the task of the police in carmrying
out the investigation which the law requires.

Th ber of inthe C.LD. to grow and is now 87 compared
with 72 at the cnd of 1967, agaiost ap cstablishment of 103, The number of

n
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arrests fell to 459 from 584 in the previous year, but since April, 1968, 24 women
C.1.D. officers have been continuously engaged on specal dutles in connection
with one major investigation and were nat available for normal divisious)
duties. The scope of wotk undertaken by women in the C.LD. and in Speclat
Brapch continues to widen, and they are now used a8 investigating officers in
every type of offence and caguiry, The number of allegotions of sexual offenies
in which women officers were called upon 10 take statemenis thowed & stight
decrease from 8,577 in 1967 to 8,353 in 1968, This is a welcome wend compared
with the large increase of 1,227 cascs in 1967,

Mouated Brasch

At the end of thie year the strength of the Branch was 208 officers aginst un
establishment of 40,

During the year. 19 borses were purchased, 2 were reecived as gits and 22
were humanely put down, The strength of horses on 31st December was 200
against an cstablishment of 201,

Training continued throughont the year ot the Mounted Branch Training
Establishment ot Imber Court and, in addition to equitation courses for recruits
10 the Branch, sefresher convses were held for oMicers of this Foroe and the City
of London Police. A senior officers’ refresher course in equitation commenced
at the Riding School, Royal Mews, {u November,

The Brapch was aespansible for 87 arcests, 3,323 summonscs, 4,541 verbal
wamings and 804 stops,

Thanies Diviion
‘The full complement of six xmall duty boats is now patrolling the upper
reaches of the Thames. All wonden boats have been taken out of servics and
the whole feet 18 now construsted of fibre glass and fitted with cabin doors,
Patrols sescued 39 persons from drowing and recovered 65 bodies.

Undderwater Scarch Unit
The unit dealt with 80 calls, carricd out 63 souting searches and recovered
2 budics, 2 safes, 7 fircarms, [ light airerafY, 16 motor vehieles and & gquantity of
valuable joweery.

Police dogs

At the end of the year 240 dogs, compared with 224 in 1967, wers on the
operational steength whilst & further 9 dogs were under training. Twenty-five
operational doge were disposed of dus to nge or illncss, Of tho 19 pupples
rearcd, 13 are being watked in Divisions and 6 were disposed of as unsuitable.

Dog handlers wers responsible for 8,872 arrests compared with 4,806 during
the previous year, Arrests made with the direst ussistance of dugs numbered
1,849, Polioe dogs were instrumental in finding 67 missing pessons and the
recavery of 198 items of propeny. Five large seale scarches were organised 1o
locate misving chifdeca and property.

The 4 dogs speciaily trained i the detection of dangeraus drugs attendod
264 eolls resulting in 1he awest of 418 persons. A Afth dog is under training.

b3}

‘Thess dogs and their handlers were also callad wpon to assist officers of H.M.
Customs and Excisc and other police forees during the year,

Fifty-one handicrs wese trained, of whom 11 were from provineial forees,
and 10 officers were trained for multi-handling duties at the Royal Palaces,
Assistance to the Priton Department contintued, 43 officers and dogs having
been trained, with & further 6 ofoces and dogs under training.

Poilce officess from Cansda, Bolivia, Guyana and a nwmnber of provinciat
forces attended attachment courscs for instroction in dog trainisg rethods,

An instructors’ conrse of four weeks” duration, arrsnged on behalf of the
Home Office Advisory Committes, was attcnded by 9 officers from provincial
foroes,

Special Constafiolary

Agaiost an establishment of 10,564 men and 138 women special constables,
the steength on 3ist Devember, 1968, was 1,931 mon and 127 women.

Thero has been & cacouraging trend during the year, Whilst the numbers

are down on 1967 the total attested bas risen by 85 and the decrsase in total
strength has been beld st 57 as against 117 Jast year.
The tours of duty performed and the hours of training both show & considerabie
focrease apd indicate clearly the loyalty and enthusiasm of this smalf but
effective voluniary organfsation. The number of fonr-hour tours of duty per-
formed, and the hours spent in tralning were as followss—

L) 967
Duty
Men .. ., . 58,522 tours 57,136 tours
Women.. .. .. 3373 tours 3241 tours
Trahing
Men .. . < 52,707 hours 36,709 hours
Womea ,. - e 2,803 hours 2,836 hours
Ol Sty
Yhaverefercedin Chagter £ to the merger of the Commissiener’s sad Recciver's
Offices L] dations mads by P.A. C

Y
Lid, A Directorate of Administration aud Finanos was set up under the control
of the Reorlver, comptivingi—
* B* Department—cstablishments (civil staff) and sccretariat

“F* Deg fi and budg control .

“G" D | d of supply and support
services

Chief Architect and Surveyor's Depaniment

Chief Bagineer's Department )

The Director of “ B ™ Department also holds the office of Secretary of the
Metropolitan Police and the Dircctor of * G ™ Dcpartment holds the appolat-
ment of Deputy Receiver for the purpose of earrying out the Reoelvet's statutory
funstions.
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The total number of civil uuff employed at Jln Deccmber was 1k 929 uf
whom 4,637 were
Depatuments). The temnmder mc]udcd the I‘ollowm; MAJOr RTOUPS I~

Tyaffic wardens and senior teaffic wardens .. .. 1221
Clerks and typists in divisions [N 986
Telephonists fuif and part-time P o 660
Scheol crossing patrols . o 13
Industrinl workers In gamgn, m:nnlrunnce depou

and stores o . . R
Cleaners e .- . 5386

As alscady indicated, mcrcascs n ch -smﬁ‘ numbcn Were mmezcd by Jimits
set for economic reasons. By carchil 5 of branch it

nevestheless proved possibic to provide increases where they were most needed
and to contipue in some measure the policy of replacing potice by civilinss on
dutics which do rol require police powers and training. But severe shortugo of
staff in many branchés had 1o be made up by the performance of s considerable
amount of overtime.

During the year were leied for the & of new
internal management courses Jor sonior and higher executive officers and
equivalent grades. A number of other internal courses were held.

Civil smﬂ' offfcers attended o mdc wiriety of external tmlning courses on

ig tical work, and methods, ata
management and scientiic subjects, A total of 34 professional und technical
officers. in the Chixf Architect and Sprveyor's and the Chief Enginver’s
Departments attended courses which vanc& induration font 1 1o 10 weeks nnd
cwmd aspects of hmldmg st beating and

Two officers are smcnduxg full time.conrses and four others sandwich courses
81 upiversitics.

Training
Hendon Tealning Schoal
At the end of Moy the Tmzmng Schoot moved from Pee) House to Heodon,
“This facilitated o reargamsation of the School inta 1wo wings, onc dealing with
the jnitial cesidentint training of recruits to the Farce, and the other with their
Qi traning as i together with ion courses and the
varigus other courses for tmffic wardens, parks] kaepen. cie., and for regular
police officers who transfer from other forces or rejoin after baving worved
previously in this Force.

Considernble progress has been made ja keeping teaching methods and equip-
ment in line with developments in the educationsl field generally, as welf as in
the spheres of industrial and scrvice trolning. Two members of the stoff are
undergoing special courses, one leading to the London University Institute of
Education teacher’s certificate and the other to o City and Guilds certificate in
propramned frarnfng.

The thirteen warks® initio} recrunt course was completed by 1,202 officers
{3,318 men and B4 women), a decreasc of 241 men and 22 women as tomparsd
with 1967 A total of 79 men {bw\ no women) Joft the Force during initial
yaining, compared With 111 men a0d 1§ women in 1967,

%4

During m: year 1,391 i attended the § coursc st 12
months® service and 1,162 attended the two-weck final course at 20 months"
serviee. OF the Iatter number, 309 obtained over 85 per cent of the finst exam-
ination marks.

Courses wera held as in proviaus years fe 3! and
selected for promotion. A new course was armanged for officens sclected for
accelerated promotion to the rank of inspector under Polico Regufation 7A,
and two courses in management were arranged for chiel inspectors aod supee-
inlendents,

Altogether, more than 5,000 students passed through the School during the
course of the year,

Detective Traintng Schoo!

At the cad of July the School moved fram overcrowded promises at Walton

Steeet, Chelsea, into Peel House, where the additional fx:ﬂmes have allowed
much-improved working conditions for both students and stoff,

The closed-cirenit television which had been instailed at Walton Street in
Jonuary was transferred 1o Peel House, This allows six classes of students to
view simulancously various practical sxereises and demonstrations which it
had previcusly been difficult or even impossible to show to o large number of
students. The equi also usefully i ‘wany standard fectures and
¥ am surc that it has grest potential.

Major changes in the criminal law, and pmlcuw)y mm iul:odumﬁ by the
Theft Act, 1968, and
Iesson notes. The school staff made urgent nppmisah of the practical impli-
cations from & police pont of view and; from October onwards, all students
have beent instricted in the tenms of the new legisistion,

Dusing the year, 1,444 officers sttended the vanions courses of detective
training, an increass of 286 over the 1967 fgure.

The advanced course of six weeks’ duration was attended by 138 officers, of
whom 84 were Metropolitna and 3 were from police forces overseds.

Fifty-three officers of rank attended the initial (senlor) course; 1B of these
were {rom police forces overscay,

The number of omcm attending the initiul (junior) course wats 597, of whom
355 were Metropolitun,

Two-week mtmduewry coutses, whith were siarted at the end of 1967 to
prepare y detective far their Initial (junjor)
course, continucd mxoushwt the year and 422 stedents sttended.

Five refresher courses were held for Metropolitan 2nd class sergeants and 100
students attended,

Fingerprint courses were attended by 33 students and photographic courses
by 18 stodents A further 83 students, of whors 27 wemn Metrapofitan afficees,
attended seoncs of crime oourses.

In addition ln alt these courses for dekcuv:s. instrugtion in minor orime
the vaiform branch continued
lhmughoul lhe yur. and 1,351 officers mxlved this training,
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Motor Driving School
The wble befow shows the number of Metropotitan Police officers who
m:gded ecash of the principal courees of instrustion, fogsther with the results
of the tests1—

Course Pased  Failed Towl
Car, standard o e o 57 52 649
Car, intermediate ., . . 33 15 A5}
Car, advanced . . .. 167 10 1
Car, Group “ C* conversion .. 160 1 161
Matercycle, standand .. “ 2 156
Motor<cyele, lightweight .. .. 272 5 A87
Traffic patro), standard .. o187 13 189
‘Traffic patro), advaneed .. .. 68 H 73
Instractors {Civilian) - . 3 — 3

Driving tests on cars und vans were given to 634 officers, of whom 515 passed,
and riding tests on motor cycles were given (0 374 officers of whom 150 passed.

A de-centralised divisionad ¢raining scheme began during the year and the
driving ability of ofimost 4,000 cfficers who niready Leld civilian driving licences
was tested so that, if found suitable, they could be anthorised to drive certain
police vehicles in conncction with the new system of Unit Beat Policing, 1t is
estimated that a further 1,300 such drivers will bo required during 1969 ay the
unit beat system is extended to the joner divisions,

There were 3,590 visitors to the Driving School, the great majority of whom
were from ing and motorcycling Tyati

Nincleen fectures were given to motoring clubs and similor organisations and
12 instructors were authorised to lectune ot various evening institutes.

Folive Cadets

Neasly 1,500 npplications to join the Cadet Corps were mocived. Four
hundred and scventeen youths entered the Corps of wirom 88 in the 172 to 18}
year age group sttended the short course of fourteen weeks' duration; the
remainder stayed at Hendon Cadet Tralning School for two trms {(spproxis
mately 8 months) before passing on to second and third phase tawining. The
wumber of cadets sttested as constobles was 357 and 56 Ieft the Corps. Since
the inception of the Cadet Corps in October, 1960, 2,259 members have boen
ntrt?cd, §62 bave Ieft the Corps and 840 were still serving as cadets at the end
of the year,

n addition to the new cadet schoot at Hendon, the founth csdet tralning
centre, nt Kingsbary, was occupled in May. Because of limitations placed on
sesrulting by the general cconomic situation, the annual intake of cadets has
not expanded to fif the new buildings nnd some of the sccommodation bas been
taken up by recruits to the regular Force undergoing their initial irainiog.

Academlc work mainsains & high standard and 135 cadets entered the summer
examinations for the General Centificate of Bducation, gaining 125 passes at

2%

ordinary fevel and 12 passes at advanced level, A further 177 cadets took part
in the November examinations.

The Cadet Corps again entersd 8 crows in the junior section of the Devizes
1o Londan national canee race, The Corps successfully retained the team trophy
and six of ita canoss finished in the first 12 placcs.

Duting the yeat two cadels again took partin a fortaight's sadl training in tho
sehooner ™ Sir Winston Churehill”, Four selected volunteers were assigncd
1o projects in Jamaica, where they will spend twelve months onder the auspioes
of the Voluntary Scrvice Overscas Schene,

Teaining exercises continue to be held for the Duke of Edinburgh Award
Schems nod 24 cadets gained the gold award acd 30 the silver, s compared
with 18 and 27 respectively in 1967,

The first Chaplain te the Metzopolitan Pollce Cadet Corps took up his
appointment in May; and I am grateful 1o the Bishop of London and kis suffra-
gau, the Bishop of Willesden, for his assistance in muking thit fnnovaton
possible, The Chaplaln will concern himself malnly with the cadeis at Hendoo,

Defenstve Weapons
Tralning in the use of pistols continued, nad now consists of & four-day basic
course, followed by o one-day. refresher course cvery. four months and o
classification shoo! at the end of the 12-month cycle, A total of 1,009 nien have
reoclved thig training, Tho general staodard I3 very satisfactory and considerable
numbets of men have re-classified to higher grades.

Two officers from otfiee forces were trained a3 fircarms insteuciors snd thees
officers from other foroes attended basic courses.

Riflo trrining coutses were hield in May and September at the Guards Depot,
Pirbright Camp, and the Force complement of 80 men trained as rifle shois has
been maintained. T am indebted to the Officer Commanding the Depot for the
faeilities and for the co-aperation oficred so readify by all maks there.

Civil Defence Tralning

As & result of the Government's yeview of Home Defence, the dishandment
of the Civil Defeocs Corps nad the placing of civil defencs on o ™ care and
malntenance ** basis, centralised sivil defonos tralning for the Foree gencrally
was suspended in Sonuary, aithough basic tmining for reerults continued at
the Training School. In May, a modified supplementary counse of seven hours'
traiging was introduced.

At the cad of Octaber, o superintendeat, a chief inspector and an inspestor
attended 2 threedny Homs Office course at Basingwold on the Warning and
Monitoring Ozganisation.

Aelecommunications Trdining
The ions Sohool st Wand: h inucd (o traln officers
in ali aspects of police communications. A tots! of 1,303 officcrs attended the
VATIOUS COurses.
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Swimaming and fife saving

Recruits joining the Fowe during the year inginded 286.nou-nwimnm_. of
whom 193 fearned to swim during the initial course. Recrnits and stafl gained
the following awards of the Royal Life Saving Society:—

1 Award of Merit, § Bronzs Crosses, 9 Bronze Medallions and 2 Bars to
Bronze Medatlions.

In the Police National Life Saving Competitions the * F ™ Division men"y
team won the Pofice Baton and the women police team from this Foree retained
the Alington Cup. The competitions were arganised by the Royal Life Saving
Sogicty.

Promotion exxatizations
Police subjects
“The apnual examinations for constables and sergeants were held in January
and April. The results were 05 follows:—

Candidatex Suecessful
Sergeants
Competitive .. o 458 88
Qualifying . .- @29 [}
Copstables  ~
Compelitive . oo 15 %7
Quahfying .. .. 614 49

The 458 scrgeants who took the competitive examination had between five
and twenty-one years® servics, The length of service of the 88 sucocssful pandix
dates ranged from five 1o nincleen yeass, olf having joined as constables sinve
26th April, 1948,

Complaints apsinst police officers

During the year, 2924 perons made complaints against police officers a3
compared with 2,639 in 1967, un increase of 10+ 8 percent, In 202 cases (649 per
cent) the Tnint was held 1o b d {1967: 220 or 8+3 per oent).

‘The largesy single category of was thut invel
about the altitude of officers townrds members of the public. There was an
increase i this type of complaint, but the pumber of alicgntions found to be
substantiated was lile more than that for 1967. Despite an intrease i the
aumber of aliegations of false evidence the total of substaatisted cases remained
the same a1 in the previoos year, Complaints of assault dnd also of bribery tose
considerably duting the year, bot in both categoncs the total of sllegations
found to b substantiated remained almost exbetly the same as in 1967, In ol
four ics the numbers i were very low,

A number of complaints sgainst the pohee were made following cach of the
large-scale demonstations whith took place in central London duriog the year.
For the most part, the atlegations wore of assault by efficers engaged in con-
trolling the crowds of demonstrators. Detailed enquiries were made, bot very
fow of the ocmp\mms were mhsnm!wled A tather unovual feature has beea
notioed about refals Wheteas in the ordinary
way complaiats are made by the fndividuals directly concerned or by someons

u

having & special inerest in the aggrieved party (0. o refative or solkciter), a
fair proportion of the complaints mmved after dcmcmnuons came fwm
persons who had no part wh: n the d

with the panticipants, but based nmr complaints cntircly op whu mey 3w on
the television sereen.

By virtue of Section 49 of the Police Act, 1964, a copy of the report of the
investigation into A complaint has to be sent 10 the Dircctor of Publio Prose-
cutions unless the Chick Officer of Police is satisfied that no criminal offence bas
bees committed by the police officer soncerncd.

During the yenr, consideration as to the possibility of 2 criminal offence
having been committed was given to 842 complaint cases, of which 837 were
sent to the Director of Public Prosecutions, In 769 cases the Director rocome
mended no criminxl proccedings, but in 16 of them disciplinary action was
subsequently taken.

aguinst the officers d were tuken in 68 cases (62 of which
mm for traffic offences). In 41 cases (40 of tirem being traffic cases), the officers
were found guilty, In the 27 remaining cases 9 oiflocrs were found not guilty
and in I8 cases the proceedings had not been completed.

In addition, 6 oficers were sharged forthwith with criminal offences without
the papers being referred to the Dircctor. In 5 of the cases the officers were
found guilty and' 1 fizd not been completed.

Five other officcrs were aliowed to retiro from the Foree belore proceedings
were taken and § was later convicted,

In a number of cases where the comploint was found to be substantisted and
o criminal or disciplinary procecdings wer 1aken it was neoessary 1o givo
suitable udvico to the officers concerned,

The aumber of efficers punished for various defaults was 93 compared with
98 in the previous year. Thirty were dealt with by disciplinary boards, an
increass of 8 compared with 1967, Six officers were dismitsed and 2 tequired fo
e,

Healts
Men

The number of duys’ wosk Tost to the Force through sickness and injury in
1968 was 245448, compared with 223,534 in 1962, Allowing for the increase
in strenpth of the Foree, the loss was 7+4 per ceat more thon in 1967 and was
equivalent to having 671 men off the strength throughout the year. The aumber
of days fost por raan on the steength incrensed from 1149 in 1967 10 12-8.

Uncertificated absences for perdods pot exceeding threo days acoounted for
the loss of 56,584 duys, 231 por ocnt of the total and 9+3 per ceat higher than
in 1967. Certificated abseaces werp 10 per cent higher,

Although the average length of atckness spelf (5:7 daya) was the same as in
1966 and 1967 the number of spells rose from 39,529 o 43,030, The following
table shows the pescentage rate and the avernge duration of spells of slckness
and injury in the Just fve years,
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Percentage rate Average duration

of slckness® of apells (days)y
1964 . 3 60
1965 . 34 60
1966 . . 327 57
957 . . 325 57
1988 “ s 3-49 57

'Tbc ie of giskeess Iy.the sy theough sickness and injuty per 100 man-ays
u&:ym ’ﬁﬁé?..u'mnnémmmm&'ﬁnm the sick lst at's dm:kmoulor
cmy m rien {a the Farce.
‘Table 1-in Appendix 4 giscs detalis of the various sickness groups,

There were 25 deaths during the year, Twenty-onc were the result of astural
couses and four officers were killed in road. accidents, enc while on duty and
theee off duty.

In the sespiratory disease group, unoestificated sickness acsounted for 35-2
per cent of tho 10tal doys Jost in the group but the average fength of spell wax
only 2.1 days. ki the digestive disease group, the uncertificated peroentage was
47+ % ond the Iength of spelt only 17 dnys. In the other groups, the properntion
of uncertificated sickness was wlatively small. Of the 61,985 duys lost through
injury (£2+7 per cent more than in 1967), 25,861 ar 48-2 per cent wees from
injutics on duty and 32,124 or 51-8 per cent were from il \mun:s off duty,
All injurics insureed on duly must be covered by a medical ceni

Of the days fost through injorics on duty, 6,696 (22-4 per cent) naulx«! from
accidents to motor cyclists, & deerease of 0-7 per cent over 1967, 5,673 days
were last through assaults by pnsonm (7+2 per cent more than in l967). 4,085
days from necidents where the injured officer was dyiviog a cor or wes a car
or motor cycle passenger (37- § per cent miore than in 1957y and 1,228 doys were
lost from accidents while an officer was examining premises (13<0 per cent
fewer than in 1967).

The fargest single cause of absences arising from fofuries off duty was from
sport and games {11,427 days), 13-4 per cont more than in 1967,

The following table shows by age-geoups, the aversge number and fengths of
spells of sickness only,

Stekness by age-groups (excluding infuries and accldents)

Avesgomumbarof |y, of | Percentugorato of
“"ﬂ’m‘ on tpe!l in dayy skkocs
Age-gzoups —
Certifie | Unoentfil- © Cenditls | Uncentifie ] Centie | Unoenifle
cated cated cated cated cated clted
- -
UndardSyoms .| 088 B 9+ 3 71 B
2529 033 164 1124 H; 16¢ 0‘§
10-39 )un o450 147 294 199 93 050
D43 1 1688 207 Q) 063
!mavundo\u o} BdE 0-88 2138 213 278 030
Altaps .. ol R 147 1290 1 190 8 on
Y

These figures are similar to those of previous years with the younger men
mere frequently absent thaa the older men but having shorter spetls of sickness.
Whila the average number of spells per man of certificated and uncertificated
sickness remains the tame as last year the average length of spell is lower in
certificated absences,

Womer

‘The alckness ralc (or wotnen potice was 5+4 per cent. The ratz for certificated
sivkncss was 4+4 per sent and for uncertificated sickncss was 140 pec cent. Half
the days lost wete due to respiratory and digestive ailments,

Madical and denta} sereices

During the year, 1,256 officers {compared with 1,054 in 1967), were adusitted
to hespitel, 232 of them to 81, Thomas’ Hospital and jts associate hospitals.
"Fhe Police Nursing Home admitied 322 patients, compriting 229 men, 38 women
and 55 cadets (compared with 235 men, 41 women and 26 cadzts in 1967) and
the Convalescent Home at Hove reecived 340 patients from this Foree (301
men, 32 women and 7 cadets) compared with 345 patients in 1967,

Dental inspections of cadets at six monthly intervals and of probationers
during their initial and final traiglug cougses have continued as alko have
regular medical chacks of cadets,

Welfare

There baz been 8 steady increase in the work of the Welfare Branch as o
result of increasing awareness of its fucilities, Only the more difficult problems
are weferved to the Branch by senfor officers who undoubtedly deal themselves
with the majority of cases. An upward trend in the number of marital cages
continued and this year they comprised 5§ per cent of thic total,

During the year 244 serving officers and 294 widows and pensioners were
given ussistance and g large numbor n!‘ penmnm and dependants were iu!er-
";‘x,:wtd on behall of the Ci of of the Police

88,

The Circolar d 05 o uselul link between
would-be employers and officers retiting or retired or found medloally unfit.
Of the 709 jobs advertised, 39 were taken by retired or retiring polics officers,

Catering Branch

Cotering faclites were pmvid:d in 172 esmbllshmcnu. includiog polive
statlons, section houses, recruits” and cadets’ training centres and branches of
the Metropolitan Police Office. In sddition, special catering amangements
were made for stafe visits, demonstrations, lpoxﬂn: cwenls, eto. An improved

system of catering was introduced for providing meals for men on duty st major
&y omtrations. There was sn overall increase of 10 per oent in the sumber of
meals served throughout the Mctropolitan Palice District. New canteens and
restaurants were opened during the yoar at Kingsbury and Hendon Cadet
Tenining Centres, Hayes snd Notting Dalo police stations, and the Traffic
Wardens’ Centre o1 Yeopma's Row, Chelsen.
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The tusnover of sit grades of staff has been greatly reduced owing to the
improved conditions of scrviec 8% 8 mesult of the catering siaff becoming an
integral part of the civil staff, In theoase of managerial staff in units e turnover

was 15 per cent, the lowest over recorded. M

Police balidings and residentisl accommodstion

“The potics branch responsible for the formulation of police building require-
ments was g t0*G" Dep: during isation of the
Forew fn Aprit.

©ne divisional station. nt Kingston and 5 seetional stavions at Belvedere,
Chestiunt, Borcham Wood, Notting Dale ond Woodford were completed,
togather with o new soctionnt trafic unit at Surbiton and » motorway post at
Scratchwood op the M1

‘Work is in progress on new divisional statioas ot Leman Strect, Paddington
aod Wembley, a subdivisional station at West Ham, scctionsl stations at
Ponders Bnd, Chadwell Heath and Southgate, a traffic unit garage and work-
shops at Alperton and stables at West Rondon, 1t is expected that most of these
buildings will be operational by the end of 1969,

Work began on two major projests, viz. the redevelopment of the site of the
old stores, garage and Lost Property Office buildings st Lambeth to provide
accommodation for the Porensle Scienoe Laboratory, Printing Branch, stores,
transport garage, transport and prisonsvan service offices, and catering trainfog
schovl; and the fedevelopment of the Hendon Estate to form the new police
training cstablishmant,

The niew cadet taining centre ot Hendon and the cadets” residential trafning
ocentre nt Ki ken Ioto uss, th the
for the cadet force,

A new section house at Stoke Newjogton with atdommodation for 100 men
was opened and work was completed on a further teetion house at Northuzabet-
1and Park, which was opened very carly in 1969, Work was alto started on a

womea pofice hostel at Southgate,

Among & number of schemes for the altcration and improvement of buildings,
the former recruit troining school at Pee! Houso was pdapted for use as the
detective training school, to seplaco the existing promises in Walton Strest.

Purther traffic warden's centres bave beco established at Ycoman's Row,
Chietsea (in part of detective trafni ), and also in new premises
ut Bromlcy. A permanent ticket office and fixed penalty office for the North.
Esst Londen Commission area was opened at Horns Road, liford.

Offiters are serving on Home Offfce committees engaged on rescarch into the
design of police buildings.

‘Training courscs have been held in the Architects and Surveyors Depart
ment to preparo officers for the fortheoming chango to the use of the metrie
system {n building work,

At the end of 1968 the number of marvied quarters was 5,015, n docreass of
2% compared with the previous year. Four scis of quarters were acquired and 33
quu;::ld were taken over as offie zocommodation or disposed of as sube
standard,

2

Dusing the year 655 officers vacated quariers to rest accommodation o
purchase their own hemes, compared with 595 in 1967,

Al the end of the yeae the 42 section houscs, women polios hostels and cadet
residential tralning centres provided aocommodation for 3,685 in modern
houses and 178 in the old typo scetion house, the residents compeixing 2,863
men, 225 women and 30} cadets.

Sopplies

During the year, a ymalf working pacty considered ways of improving existing
supp! y the abolition of quarterly and
half-yearly requisitlons and the Introdustion of mx?hrm and direct weekly
setiverics fram th 1o all stations Thisoch whi h ",

on st January 1969, aims to give delivery of goods a week after requisitioning
ard should make it virtostly unpecessary for police time to be taken wp with
visits o the stores,

The Clothing and Appointments Board have set up three sub-committees to
constder improvements to the existing system of divisionat fittings and clothing
exchanges, teials of new outerwear clothing and trials of all other clothing and

Ippoi Many i ave now in sight. They include
8 new system.of clothing exchanpes, which is intcnded to provide @ regulsr and
frequent fitting and alterations service at selected stations on every division,
The object will be to take uniforas to the men, rathier than men to the outhiter,
aud this should savc a considerable ansount of police time, ensure a hj
standard of fitting and case the burden on divisional stores, Prototypes of
zom fiew garments havo already been Issued and many others will bointroduced

uting 1969,

Commmlcations
Infermation Roons
During the year 422,672 calls were received in the Tnformation Room from
m& persans, Emergency oalls generally from police and poblic totalled
WS Vs g
. Ry .

)
! . Tefeprinters

The oumber af external stations operating on the Metropolitan Police teloe
printer network semained at 14,

On an experimenta) basls sectional police statlans on “ T Divitlon were
provided with receiving only teleprinters which *leak ** from the parent sub.
divisional equipaient,

"The internal telegroph truffic of the Force continued ata high level, aver one
milion messages concerning Meteapolitan Police divisions being handled in the
‘Telegraph Office.

During the year 95,315 mexxages were handied over the Telex system, an
incrosse of 3,631 aver 1967, A total of 74,053 messages were received at the
Mctropolitan Police Office from, and 21,262 were sent 1o ather forces In this
country and abroxd, Additional Telex cquipment had to be instalied to moct
the funker rise in incamiog traffic. .
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Wireless

“The number of vehicles and boats cquipped with wireless and opemting in
the Metrapolitan Police District is now 1,649, on inercase of 366 over 1967.

A second radio-telephony channel has been provided for use by Traffic
Conteak:

‘There ore 23 wircless stations ing in the Eusop: Region
of the laternational Criminal Police Organisution, exclusive of Lond
moie than last year, I he year B,465 messages were transmitted
10 and 6,380 received from other countsics, compared with 6,094 and 6,254
vespeetively in 1967,

By August, 1958, initially on & modeat seale, it hind bosn hoped to oquip the
whole of the Force wnlh personal radios, but a specinl.channel and 427 setg had
10 be appropriated to meet aa urgent operational reguirement oreated by large-
seale of personnt radios continued
satisfactorily during the year, despite considembie difficulties with the establish-
ment of efficient (high) acrial systems on seourc sites, The majority of police
property is of fairly low consfruction in the midet of heavily bulit-up aress, thus
calling for many n:goundons with the owners of taller buildings in the vicinity
for the crection of receiving and transmitting aerials, Additionally, the imited
range of the necessarily lowspowered radio sets had to be supplemented in many
areas by the erection of a-totad of 53 satellite receiving stations cach linked by
!uudlmc to units of the 80 sub-divisions cquipped with personal radio. Jtisw
tribute to the publiv-spiritedness of private property ownurs thut police needs
were readily accommodated nnd at the end of the year 3,486 sets were avaifable
10 meet aperationnt requirements, compared with 663 at the beginning; it is
further anticipated that onother 2,000 scts will bo brought into use during 1969,
xiving personai radio cover to the entire Foree,

ere remains the perennial prob!em of having anly 14 personal radlo
chamseh for the whele of the 83 sub-divislons of tho Force. A patfiative hay
been contrived by using 5 discrete calling tones associated with exch channel
giving 70 possible combinations, but even so there is & distinet probabitity that
intesferonive will becoms a serjous suisance factar, particularly when more seis
are taken into usc and increasingly utitised.

An experimental attempt to establisk communication between porsonal radio
on the Hounslow sub-division and the Force vehicle fitct controlied from
Information Room was begun during the year and is being studicd with interest.

An inter-Foree radio link now exists between this Foroe and the Surrey
Constabulary.

Automatic Alorms

At the end of the year, 21,464 alarm instalfations of the kind which operste
automaticalfy and dircotly over the 999 public telephone sorvico were
sccorded ax being located in the Metropolitan Police District. The number of
new instalfations notified to police in 1968 was 1,967, while tho number of
removals was 80. Altogether 52,809 calls from these alarms were received in the
Information Room compared with 48,330 in 1967. This figure includes 2,017
maintenance and ather calls of a like nature which bave to be saswered but are
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a0t inciuded when the false alurm rate is caloulated, In 645 cases the calls were
the result of either actual or This with 616
sctusl o attempted breaking calls in 1967

There is also a number of alorms connecied by private wires to Contrat
Stations operated by the alarm manufacturing companics. Calls from these arc
forwarded verbally by the Central Station staff to Information Room, using
thie public * 998 * system, ‘The number of Centrat Station-instaliations is not
known to potice but 17,702 calls were reccived Frorm them during the year.

False calls from alurms, totalling 67,737, continue to give sise to scrions
cOnCern.

Central Vehtele Indpe

Duting the year 451,279 searches were made in the index compared with
373,850 in the previous year, Many provincial forecs continue to use the index
extensively.

Transport

1 addition to his existing responsibilities for that section.of the fleet known as

“ Receiver's vehicles ™ (ic. support scrvices) the Chicf Engineer assomed
control—as part of the nargmhmon on Ist Ayn!—-cf the police transport
section which was previously one of the ities of the Assistant Com-
missioner in chaxge of the Traffic Depanm:nx The superintendent In charge
of the section is xesponsible under the direction of the Chief Engineer for every.
thing to do with transport utiflsation at headgquaricrs and in divisions snd in
respect of divisional vebicles he works with the chief inspectors at eight traffic
area offices.

At the end of the year the combined fleet stood pti—

Police Scction
Cues, Vans, et .. . .. 1,585
Motor Cycles . . . 08
E— 2,293
Support Scrvlees
Cars, Coaches, Vang, etc, incleding
spare vehicles ., v .. %9
4

The number of * panda ' cars was increased from 33 to 278,

Poliee vehicles were involved in & total of 2,423 aceidents of all kinds on tho
bighway and the mileage per accident was 19,493 for cars, 19,975 for motor
cycles and 19,578 for the fleet as a whole., After detolled examination police
drivers wese held to ba whally or partly to blame for 1,085 pecidents giving a
mileage per blamewortby aecident of 43,735 for cars, 43,630 for moler cycles
and 43,716 for the whole fleet,

gn'ge‘ police officer seceived fatal injurits in an accident involving n police

ehicl
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In order to save Iabour in workshops @ numbet of vehicles have boen contract-
hired. These vehiclos remain the property of che contract hire company by
whom they gre repaired and maintained. In ordet to compare the sconomics
aof the scheme & small number of similor vehisles have been bought and will be
maintained by outside conuactons and & further similar number are being
maintained apd costed by Transport watkshops.

frisoners conveyed by the prison van scrvice during the year numibered
122,362 {of whom 8,109 were Womesn), a decrease of 1,715 compared with the
total during 1967,

Juvenites conveyed by the juvenile bus servics numbered 11,765 {of whom
2,631 were females), an increase of 1,238 over the figuro for 1967,

Actomatic Data Processlog
n his repont for 1964, my referred 1o

to epcrationa} and ndministrative efficiency likely (o be wade by compiiters.

Considernble progress s been made since then,

By 1967 the LC.T, 1301 computer at Tiniagel House, which undertakes a wide
varitty of houstkeeping tasks, had become overloaded and a second {ideotical)
machine vas instolled, These two compuiers aro now working two shifts & day,

In Sune 1968 u bigger ond more powexﬁll computer (the 1,C.L, 1905B model}
was instuiled at the Ceatral Ticket Office in Poriman Square. As the able on
Pr 97 shiows, the nurmber of fixed pennlly tickels issued by police and traffie
wardeas has cantimued to increase, and by thoend of the year was running at the
formidable tate of 50,000 & month, To Keep.n recard of all these tickets, easurg
that payments received are properiy accounted for, red lhn! process iz u:uutuml
in default of payment, now 8 task of such as to require the
ase of the latest and most it methods of elt i dats
"The computer arrived only i ms! in time, since the work could o !onger be coped
with magually, An additionaldevice which will read-automatically both marks
and printed choseoters it yvt fo be defivered. Substantisl stafl economies will
be secured by tho uso of this equi whmh s also mai ing o day by day
record of persons in pengl fnsti ical data for the
Home Office and cacrying out o aumber nf other tasks,

At the end of the year progress was boing made with plans to meet thie needs
of the police for automatic means of processing datn on a much greater scale.
The operational requirement is for facilities for immediate interrogation of
centrally hield records of stolen vehiclss, wanted persons, fingerprints and crimingl
records. “There is olso an wrgent ated, arising from recent legistation, for access
to national secords of disquatificd dnvm and persons subject to suspended
sentences, and for providing speedy geosss to.the records of vehicle registrations
whea they are cemtralised in 1972,

DManagement Servees Depuunm

On the of PA. M L., a Manage-
ment Sevvices Departient was csmblnhtd in Aprsl wllh a vicw o 1he greater
of modetn of the

Force. It comprises the existing Research and Dew!apmus Branch and gewly
formed Forward Pianning and Organisation asd Metbods Rranches.
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During the year many of the staff attendsd training courses organised by the
Civil Service Depattment, the Army Work Study Schoo!, the Univensity of
Sussex and the Grester London Council Work Stady School or were attached
for training o & firm of management consultants,

It was decided that the Department should concentrate its work primasily on

dnd rescarch which, because of its
tochaical nature, would be beyond the resources of othier departments and that
it should get in n consultant capacity, where appropriate, with regard 1o other
departmentai research.

A revised programme, defining six major areas within which mmh work
by the Department should first be d, was therefore approved by the
Research heads of d with the Deputy Comv
missioner in the chalr. These areas and the brond objectives of the studies
within them wetes—

1. Vehicle fleet management—1io carzy out stusdies to improve the contro},
managemens and maintenance of the vehicle fleet.

2. Information, statistics and control—to match inf i i
and communication requirements to decision muking at alf levels.
3, Operstional methods, patrol and deploymenti-io cvaluate cxisting
patro}l systems and deployments and to make pecommendatioas for
modifications simed af increasiag cfficiency.

4. Manpower mo\mx&«lo <arry out lmdncs as mqmmd in any uspect of

P and to futuse

5 R x of police stat ds ine the opuxmm location,
opcnncm) mlhnds. miﬁmg und communication requirements, and
the design of polive stotions at varions lovels and in different aress of
1he Mctmpomnn Polios Distit,

6. Bqnipmenx-—la ensuro that the Foroe ohmns equipment selected and,

ped on & proper basis.

Progress wos mads i in most of these mjor arens and in addition the Depart.
ment acted in rols to other i apd branches on such
diverse subjects as the merging of the registrics and pay brastches of the former
Recciver's and Commissioper's Offices, the Urgent Communications Room,
& review of C.LD, establishments and various matters connecied with training
and personned,

Thc Force Suggestion Scheme onnnmxd to be opernted by the Researchand
Branch and 129 were received during the year,

Soliddtor’s Pepurtment

“Tho figures below show that the total number of cases handied fothy Depant
ment {and this includes matters advised upon in writing as well as proscoutions,
appeals, and Bigh Court and Divisional Conrt cascs) hoginercased ip 1968 by a
refutively small So fur a8 it will bo seen
that theeo hat been & small drop in. the number of traffic cases whore legal aid
‘was provided to tho polios and also & small drop in the number of cases handiod
by the Depantnent at Assizes and Quarter Sessfons. The Road Safety A«
1967, hus resulted in many more of thr ™ drink and driving cases ' boing desit
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with summarily, and also being handied by the police without fegal assistance, . Itis ingl lsed thet the M litan Police Foroe will contlnue
Appc;.ts fram inam:m‘:s m?x‘;u have m’fmﬁ fittle, o : ta be the lnrgeat single sonroe of nevs, feature articles and picture interest in
' lhxseounb'yM-M.mmmmmcfmpmbymepuuorﬁm
i on television, radio and newsreels, The News Branch i5 now organised, fimt,
i to answer the hcur—by hour cails for information and to serve the ueeds of the
1968 967 lboﬂﬂ e { Force by the issuing of isformation and, scoondly, to mect the requirements
1968 ! af the various media at all their times of going to press or transmission, Tho
. range n:!rl Eedxl: :;w seeved by the Scotland Yard Pn:s: Buresu includes the
. H natjor 13 on eveniog, the press
Toulnumboroleaes | ot ddingeTensd  BeE b i wecklios and yog textusl and picmm the BB.C. and
omu nwmuuam snd miscellAnzous 6383 wu x;,sssg l;.ggg * g}: Iadepondent Tolevision national and rcgionnl nctwmlu and iaternational telo-
- pak Semions. .. .. 2:318 1984 i+ vision, together with B.B.C. national, regional rudio and international

Am-eah w%oun of Appﬂl (Cdmhul Dw{s!ou o “ 18 tedle, and pational and lnbzmnuom pleture agenclu and vowsreels,
nwiﬂm:l cmm e e m 2 17 L ] An important step towands increasing the efficiency of the Public Relatfons
ﬂwshfﬂ t was the provision by the Scotland Yard Press Bureau of a 24 hout,
discontinwed seven-days-gsweek service. This innovation has resulted in an fncreased traffic
High Cawt (Weths) .. e 13 ~ B in news and information, paniculatly durieg the night hours. It is rarcly now
irivof Samenary 1 o oBm w196 ~ 416 that the B.B.C. moming radio programmes do ot sarvy items of news from the
Burean's night staff,

‘The number of d atcourts of has dropped by ‘Throughout the year the stofl of the Nows Branch contloued 10 broadeast on

475, This is mainly due to the fact that many indmmb!e cases are now  paper ¥
committals under the Criminal Justice Act, 1967, which means that there m
no longer onic or more remands at the courts. The
indictable cases under the Criminal Justice Act {nvolves howover a good dal
more work for professional staff, and it has been necessary to suppletaznt the
pumber of solicitors handling this type of work.
The establishment for the professions! stafl of the Department has been
increased by 1Y 1o a total of 49 and this includes a new post of Deputy Sollcitor.
‘The increase in professional staff will result in & consideroble saving in
counsel’s fees o8 the vacancies are .

Poblic Relatlons Department

“The year saw the first stnges In the devclopment of the Public Relationy
Depastiment, which was establishied in August, 1967, The most immodiste task
was to improve the working arrangements botween ths press (by which is meant
the television companles as well as the national press apd provincial and subur.
ban prosy) and New Scotlznd Yard, and to encourage the press to takea greates
intesest in Metropolitan Police affaire beyond those dealing purcly with crime
and sensatfonal matters,

Thiis has been i throtigh the of the cx-editor of &
national sewspaper as Head of the News Beanch, tho recruitmend of spocially
scleoted officers with o journnlistic background to werk at various lovely in the
News Branch and the support given to the new organisatfon By ail police
divisions, sub-divisions, stations and every depastment of New Scotfund Yard
By thie end of the year, the sesults could be measused by the sibstantiatly
increased volume of respomsible press and television coverage given to traflic,
crime provention, public order, secruitment and many other ficlds of police
activity, planning and research.
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the B.B.C.'s “ Scotland Yard Cslling " redio programme snd this resulted in
valuable information being received from listeners, Two hundred and fifty-seven
programunes were teansumtted from Scotland Yard doring the year; the publle
gave useful information as a result of 62 per cent of these broadeasts,

Unfortunately, the very successfil and papular * Police 5* television prow
g{a‘:ame. wbxnh l‘oryseuv:al years had been produced by Auociated 'l‘ctcvlsmn

was

of i inJuly, Itis hoyed that arrange-

:nnlaguwmy be made to re-introduce this valuable public service programme Iater
i3

The Public Re!uans Dcpanmt ozt it drst mjor te3t in tho woeks befors
sad during the Anti-Y on the 2Tth October, Advance
press spevulmon had {ed the pnbﬁu 1o expect & major confrontation and every
effort was mado by the Depastment to put the mstter into perspective and to
sare public amdely. For the first time, o press conference was held for 75 news,
picture aud television editors, and on the day of thio demonstration all press
and televislon services were offered & guldance servios o5 the progress of cvents
15 pafned from the centre of gperations at New Scotland Yard. This poley
was greeted with satisfoction by the pross, who were oble to canry ont their
reporting and filming work far more casily than on cartior occations and with
the minimum of dewand on the police engaged In the operation.

The Pubficity Branch of the Department has likewiss been strengthened by
the addition of professional staff from commerclal ficlds, the newly appointed
Head of the Branch also coming from Fleet Strect,

A major sk of the Publicity Branch is to gain and satisfy the interest of the
public in lhe akms md achiovements of the Mmpoﬁun Police and towards
1his cud an # oumrber of well-at d local and displays
wero staged in various parts of the Greater London area. These dealt with
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raatters of general and Jocal interest suck as unit-Beat policing, crime prevemilon,
traffic hiazards and the need for more co-operation by the public. -In oddition &
aumber of polive stations were open to the public for o day or two nnd this
proved sutcessful in interesting a great many people in thelr lotal poliee organ-
Isation and administration,

Opportunitics were found for police offleers to tatk on radic and to publie

gatherlngs on police matters of common Interest, nnd to appear on !c[cvxslon.

welevision radlo and films have been

produced on police matters with poliee assistance, ol of which have helped o
inform the public about the activitics and role of the Mctropolitan Police.

The work of the Foree vias dcmonslmted at three antiond] exhibltions in
London. Atthe *and S i at Olympla an exhibis
tion stond was bullt azound asteong itiog th were Tun
10 interest young people. Aspeets of erime peevention were featured at the
Commercial Motor Show to remind the roxd hnulage industry of the importance
of seourity, At the Motor Show at Barls Court upwards of holf o millfon
motorists were interested In the results' of extensive research mude into traffic
probiems by the Metrepolitan Police.

Politica) moetings, demonstrations and protesslons

On Sunday, 17th Mocch, 4 demonsteation was orgouised by on ad Joc com-
maittes of the Victnam Solidarity Campaign. As a result of informution received
beforeband n number of coaches were stopped and searshed by police on the
upproachnc to London and persons were umtcd for. being in. possession of
offensive and matedals. Th touk the form of & meeting
in Trafalgar Square attended by about 7,000 persons, followed by amarch to the
United States Bmbassy in Grosvenor Squars, W.1, The meeting was noisy
but no serious disorder oocurred; however the protession later became obstruc-
tive with demonstrntors occupying the whole width.of the strects, About 2,000
persons were already in Grosvenor Squars when the morchers nrrived and
seetions of the combined groups caused serious disorder and some dnmuge in
attempling to gmn apcess to the Embassy. Splinter groups left the main demorn-
steation and created disorders in various pads of the Wﬂl End. Dnnng the
afternoon and evening 243 asrests were made, i) for wilful ot
nbstrueung pofice in the execution of their duties, assaults on police and being
in possesston of offensive weapons, One hundred and forty-five police officers
and 42 demonstrators veceived minor fnjuries and several thousand pounds
worth of damage was caused to propenty.

‘The annual march by the Campaiga for Nuclear Disarmament. took pluce
on 14th and 151h Apil from Aldermaston to Trafalgar Squase and passed off
without major dlsosder, ©n Monday, 15th April about 300 membees of the
Vietnam Solidarity Campaign and other mifitont groups accomyuinying the
mnrch broke away and demonstrated outside the German-Embassy, Belgrave
Square, 8.W.1, where one peison was ustested, At the conclusion ofithe CN.D,
rally is Trufulgar Square, where two further arrests were made, soms 10,000
demonstrators joined a mareh to St. Paul's Cathedral in-memoty ofiDr. Mudn
Luther King. At the same time about 1,000 members of the Vietnam Solidarity
Campnign ond allied groups macched from Trofalgar Square to the Daity Mirvor
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Building, E.C.1, where an unruly demonstration took place agalnst o Publishiog
Gc:up Whos offices are situnted in the building. A further 20 arrests were
nade,

On Sunday, 26th Muy, supporters of the Sociulist Labour League and of the
International Socialists, both in support of French workers® demonstrations,

marched from Malet Stroat, W.C.1, to Kniphtsbridge, S.W.1, where mestiogs
mro held aad petitions presented to the French Embassy. Attempts to gain
access ta the Embassy fed to clushes betweon the demonstrators and the police
and forther trouble arising from dissgreements between the two demonstrating
parties resulted in 27 arrests nod 2 summonses,

On Sunday, 7ch Jaly, two rival factions, the Movement for Colonial Freedom
and the lmmxgm!inn Control Asseciation, held nuus:hu from Clerkenwell
Gireen and Smit No. 10 Downing
Street en route. Although indepeodent routes and different times were arennged
for the masches disorder arose when about 500 menbers of the Movement for
Coloninl Freedom remaioed in. the viclaity of Downing Street and clashed
with lhe 400 Xmgr.\hon Comml Assotiation marchers. The clashes cantinued

inder of the return march of the mmigration
Contre! Association into (hc City of London and 23 persons were arrested,

Oh Sundny, 21st July, s mecting was held In Teafalgar Squars on the subject
»of the American action in Vietnam, organised by nn ed bor July 21 comnittes
{V.5.C.). About 3,500 peesons took part in what was on orderly mecting and then
marched to Hyde PBark by way of Grosvenor Square whers & petition wns
presented to the United States Embassy, At Grosvenor Square nad in the
vicinity of the Hilton Hotel, Park Lane, about 500 .of the more militant
supporters caused disturbances which resulted in the arrest of 49 persons
and some damage. to property. Thirly-nine polive officers were injured.

On Wednesday, Tth August, a demonstration by about 200 members of the
Ukranlan Youth Association in'Grest Britein tovk placs sutside the Russiun
Embassy in prolest against the olteged ireatment nnd detention of Ukraning
polltical prisoncrs in Russia. There was disorder when polics prevented attempts
1o invade the Embassy and 17 persons were arrested.

On Sundny, 25th Augst, following the invasion of Czechoslavakin by
Russia on 215t August, numerous political and notional organisations took part
ia & mass protest, Some 15,000 peesons gathered at Speakcr’s Coraer, Hyde
Park, for o meeting and sub ly about 5,000 marched 1o the Russian
Embossy. About 100 of the demonstrators made repeated but unsuccessint
atiempis 10 enter the Bmbassy by force, Nincteen persons ware arcested.

Demonstrations during the weekend of 26th/27th Ottober were given con-
sidernble advanca publicity to the effect thut supporters of the Victnam Solidasity
Campaign and altied organisations would combing to demonstrate on 2 farger
senle than cver before against the war In Vistnam, A figure of 300,000 demon.
strators was confidently forecast by the organisers for the march on 27th October,
In the cvent the aolivities on 26th October proved uneventful, Oa 27th October,

10 30,000 demonstrators assembled ot the Victorls Embrakment and
m!chcd vis :hc Cuy of London and the Strand to Charing Cross. The maia
d into i, wheto o petition was taken to 10 Downing

Street, and went on to Hrdn Park via Whitehali, Victeria Street and Grosvenor
Piace, Thers were mior disorders at the eatrance to Downing Street and near
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the Cenotaph, The main desnonstration eaded with & mecting in Hydo Park,
Meanwhile about 1,000 supperters of the October 27th Commities for Sokdarity
with Vietnam had broken away from $be main march at Chating Cross and
wentto G Square of vielent hut aborti ple were
mads to enter the Unixcﬂ States Embassy, Pom'»\wo pcrsons were arrested for
offcnces d with the police offices and
47 members of the publlc weie injured. Efaborate tntnxcmcnu had been made
to deal with the ipated disordors an 9,000 police officers,
uniform and CLD., wers cruployed. On ISth November the House of Comgons
unanimously carried o Resalution congratulating all the polioo who wereen duty
o Z7th October for their eficiency, good discipline and tolerance under great
provosation. On 6th November at County Hall, S.E.I, tho Chairmsn of the
Greater London Council presented to me a document containfog aver 300,000
signatures of London residents conpratulating the police on their tact, muaint
ned good humour during the demonstration of 27th October.

Dndng !he um-moon of S\xnda)'. SM Noveniber, MO lupponm of xhc

outside the premises n!' Ellxou Avlanmxion. Great-Portland Sueex, agalnsy the
supply of equipment to Amerlca for wse in Victnam. The demonstration cone
tinved until the morning of Mocday, 4th ber, when serdous ob

of the foetway was.cansed necessitating the arrest of 11 peesons,

hout the ions have taken plmin connestion
with the civil w:u in ngetin. With the exception of four ocousions, the demon-
strations, though noisy, passed off without disorder. On Wednesday, 17th
Junuary, 400 members of the Blafra Union murched through the West End and
caused deliberate obstruction of the highway which resulted in the asrest of §
persons. On Sunday, 23rd June, 850 supporters of the Save Binfra Commitiee
presented peiitions at the Russian Embassy, folfowed by a march to 10, Downing
Steect, protesting against the supply of arms to Nigeria. Disorder arose when
the moschers were prevented from entering Downing Street and this resulted
in darrests and injurics to 3 police officers, On 11th Auguss, 100 members of the
Nigerian Stedents* Action Group, against French
of Biafra, marched from Speaker's Corner, Hyde Park, to the offices “of the
Nigerian High Commission, Northumbesland Avenve, vin the French Embassy
and 10. Dowmns Birect, Dnmhroccu when a group of Biafrans interfered
withth hand | Biafran d. On 27th August, about 250 members
of the Binfra Union took part in @ demonsiration in Downing Street which
resulted in the arvest of 16 perons and minor damnge to the windows ef the
Prime Minister's residence,

Industrial dispures
Industeiot disputes during the year wers 134 as compared with 126 in 1967,
These were of & mlnor natue but belwecu Mth Juue mxd 22nd August, a strike
took place of 72 of Injectio: I, NW.9,
dunng the counse of which a. mxmber of ineidents required specint poliec atiene
tion.

Floadiog

B, fve min

England during the weekend of
14th{15th Scptcmhcr rained the loveld oflhe varions tributary rivers flowing into
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the river Thames and the drainage systerns proved incapable of carrying the
XCOSE WAter awny.

Flooding was panticularly severe in the Thames Ditton, East and West
areax where the Rivers Mole and Ember overflowed their banks and
flooding reactied a dcyth of B feet in places. The initial rescuc operations
followed by of families, of rest centres, foeding the
homeless and thuse confised to their homes, and the svetual restomtion
perlod made heavy demands on our resources in manpower, communications
and transport. The combined sorvices of police, the Armed Foroes, Surrey Firs
Brigade, Ambalance Service and the Local Authority were calisd upon at an
easly stage In the emesgency.

Although there was extensive damage to goods and property, there was no
loss of Hile or serinis Injury and this can be attdbuted in no ymall measure to
the steriing work performed by military personnel sod to the speclalised cquip-
ment placed at the disposal of the-civil authorities, The operation in the Esher
arex continued unil 23rd September when the militacy units were released.

Flooding also occurred fo a lasser in the Lewisham, Catford, Walthsm
Abbey, Bexleyheath, Crayford, Sutton and Croydon nreas but apart from caus-
ing disrupiion to communications and read traffio, the demage in thess aress
was on a lesser scale and of shorter duzation than that in the Eahier distriot,

Fiood Wamings

In it belween ives of the Gtcaur
London Council, the London b

gentral warning plan for the tida} stetohes ct ths River Thames was rcmed
In future the air rald sirens will be used to warn the public who will thereaftor be
given advico over thie B,B,C. (Chanael I} radle. “The waming sirens will be
getivated by police.on advice from the staff of the Flood Contrel Room of the
Mlnknyo Agriculiure, Fisheries and Food. Tho ney warning system s based
pon irop methiods und in and

eondilfon: in the River Thames, wind and otfier weather effecis, down ﬂnw
from the non tidal reaches of the rives, eto,, and thess taken together will resnlt
in warnings beitig glven only when these fa.x real and imminent risk of flooding.

Sport and police fanctions
litan-Police Athletic A

Agenerally high standard was maintoioed by most sections and notebly in
the major sports of asseclation and rugby football and cricket.

Thers were many representative honours. The tug-o™war section won the
National 104 mne champlonship and was chosen to represent England at
the Welsh A.A.A, Championships, Constables Cowper, Goldie, Howleson and
Rees played asseciation football for the English Polico; Constable Rees alto
represented 8 F.A, Amateur X1, Constable Basham boxed for the London
A.B:A. in Cologne and Parls and for the third consooutive year won the light-

heavyweight title st the Open Police Boxing Champjonships. Sergeants Adams
and Kelly and Constables Broon and Hunt represented the British Police in the
Buropean Polite Shooting Championsbips at Helsinkd, Constable Sutberiand
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reprosented Great Britain in !he ?A) Idlomeuc triangufar wn!hng match against
‘West Germany ang Cu table
represented Great Britain in the Eumpcan Wx:sdmg Chm ionship in Yugou
stavia and won the Police ryweight g Cf
Freiburg.

Mush goodwill and understanding hat been fostered by tours at home and
abroad.

Horse Shows

The fortieth Mctropolitan Palice Hore Show and Tournament was held &t
Tmber Court on 28th and 29th June. Provincisl Polioe forces and the City of
Loudaa competed in the various classes. The Services were represeated by
contingents from the Royal Navy, the Royat Mariaes, the Household Cavalry
Regiment, the Royal Corps of Transport and the Royal Asmay Veterinary Corps.

‘The Activity Ride of the Mounted Branch appeared at the Suffolk Military
Tattao sud the Dover Tattoo.

‘The Branch cnmy\e(:d at-nfee horse shows d\mng the year and did extrenicly

well 10 win the individual tent pegging at the Ro;
and the Roym! Wmdsor Horse Show and alio the sword, lange and revolver
the Royal and the South of England Agricultural

Show.

Metropolitan Police Band

During the year the litan Police Band d at many polica
and public functions tho morc important belng the State Qponing of Parlisment,
Remembranoo Sunday, a Royal Garden Party at Buckinghum Palace, and the
fuserat of the late Commissioner Sir Joseph Simpson, K.B.E,

Mr, Roger Barsotti, M.B.E,, A.R.C.M.,, retired at the ead of October, having
held the position of Dircctor of Music for 22 years. He was succeedod by Major
William Willfams, M.B.E,, A.R.C.M., formerly of the Royal Antillery,

Hovowrs
The following honours and awards were received in 1968,

Royal Victorian Order
To be a Commander (C.V.O):
Mr. 1. Lawlor, Commander “ A ¥ Department.

Orider of ihe British Empire
Te be Commanders of the Civil Division (C.B.E):
Mr. E. G. W, Milieo, Commander * " Department.
Mr, G. C. Richardson, Secretaty.
To be Officers of the Civil Division (0.B.E.):

Mr, F. R, Polard, MBE, Pm}m Officer, formerly Deputy
Commander “ C ** Departms
Mr. J. R Wiay, MBE,, Commamf’r {Inspectorato), No. 1 Arew.

“

PO

To bz Members of the Civil Division (M.B.E):
Migg B. M. Sumuels, S,R.N,, Lady Superintendent, Convalesoent
Police Seaside Home.
Chicf Superintendent H. W. Steveason,

Onder of St John

Promoted to the Grade of Commander (Brother):
Mr. F. W. C. Peonington, O.B.E,, Commander {since appointed
Special Assistant to the Commissioner).

Fromoted to the Grade of Ofiicer (Brothery:
Polioe Serpeant A. J. Haynes.
Policc Constable F, J. Read.
Police Constable 8. F. Aylon.
Police Constable A, C, Gateum.

Admitied in the Grade of Serving Brother:
Police Constablo F, J, T. Rowling.
Police Constablo R, W. Shiret.
Police Constable G, W, Bdwards,
Police Constabie J, P, Clifford.
Chief Superintendent W, F. lebm. M.V.0, (sinos retired),
Police Constabls J. W, MeKim,
Police Constable J. A, R. Powell
Commandant H. F. Howse, Metropolitan Speclad Constabulary
(as Inspector).

Admitted in the Grade of Serving Sister:
Woman Commandant Miss B. M. Clowes, Metropolitun Special
Constabla,
Waman Polioe Constable 1. Wilbiams,

British Empire Medal (Civil Divislon)

For Gallantry:
Poljce Constable T. M. Cox.
Police Constable J. A, G. Robb {now Temporary Constable CLD.),
Inspector T, A. J. Page (u Station Police Sergeant).
Polive Constable A, P. Rich,
Temporasy Police Consmb!c {C.LD} 1 D, Ross.
Police Constable R, Puiley.

For Meritarious Service:
Inspector A. A. Davidson,
Inspector G, B, Blackmore, D.C.M. (sinoe retired).
Detective Chiel Taspector O. J. Kay.
Mr, F. L. Crock, Chiel Engineer’s Department,
Mr, W, Ellis, * Z" Division Schoo! Crossing Patrol,

Quren's Police Medal

Detective Chief Superintendent J. Maanings,
Supennicndeat 1. | Rees.
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Supcrintendent G. F, Reid.

Mr. 1. H. Jones (formerly Chief Superinteadeat ** D * Dopastment).
Detective Chief Superintendent H. R. Squites (sinte retired),

Me, D, E. Thompson (formerly Superintendent ™ T ** Division).
Detective Superintendent J, P. Vibart {since retired),
Superinteadent 8. J. Wilson.

Commendation by Her Majesty The Queen for Gallantry
Police Constable R, N, Price.
Police Constabile 1,.D. T. Mitchell.
Police Constable R. J. Young.
Police Constable L. J. Burns.
Police Consteble P D). Jacobs.
Police Constable T, Allan.
Pollce Constable W, €, Cunliffe.
Pollee Constable D. E, Hurley.

Chapges among sealor officers

Police
Mrw R Mark, Assistant Commxssroucx. who had prcvnouxly mken charge of
B was inted Deputy Co to mo.
Mr. A G. P. Way, C.M.G., Assistant Commissioner, wok chorge of “ A"
Department.
Mr, 1. M. Hill, D.EC, Asistomt Commissioner, took charge of D™
Drpartracnt.
Mr J. Starsite, Cnmumndcr. temportrily took charge of No 4 District until
He was Inter Inted Head of Mansgo-

mum Servmcs and lhen Assistont Commissioner in chargs of ™ B™ Department,

Mr. F. W. C. Peanington, O.B.E., Commander, retired from the Force,

Mr. G. C. F. Duncan, OB.B, Commander, retited from the Foree.

Mr. E. 1. E, Tickle, Deputy Cx der, was d C and
remained in ** D " Departmant,

Mr. B, C. Lewis, MUB.E., Deputy Commander, seturned from » peried of
central service aud setired from the Force.

The ing Deputy O Jers were i Ce on Ist
April

Mr. R. Linge, Mr. . V. R. Du Rose, Mr. T. H. Williams, Mz, §. O, Alderson,
Mr, P, J, Hi Candy, Mr. F. G, D. Smith, D.F.C. and Mr. H. W. Hudson,

Cansequent npon the reorganisation of the Force on st Aprll, Commanders
were appointed to the following posts;
“ A" Department—Operations

Administration .. ., Commander R. J. Mastel
©peralons .. . .. Commander J. Lawlor, CV.Q.
“Bg" Dcp:mment—-’l"m(ﬁc
Plopning .. - Commundcr P, 1. B. Candy
Opemtions .. .. .. C.P.J. Woods (i i
hu\d of Mxmngcmcut Seevices)
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wer Dcpmmen!—Cnme

and Divisions (‘ E G. W. Milfen, CB.E,

H.Q. O i .- J.V.RADuRose

H.Q. Techaical Suppon - (’cmmmder H. W, Hud:

Specisl Branzh .. Commander F. G. D. Smnh DFC
D" Depmruent—?cnonnd

Personnel .. «+ Comnunder B, 1, B, Tickle

Training .. . .. Commander J. C. Alderson
Inspectorate

Commander J. R, Wray, O.BE, C R. Linge, C d

C. P, Attwood and Commander T, H. Williams.
Mr. N. J. H. Darke, Depaty Cornmander, was transfenred to. ¥ I " Depast
ment for special duties.
Mr, B. M. Acott, D.F.C,, Deputy Commander, was transferred to the
inspectorate for C.LD. dutics,

Mr. H, 1. E. Runt, Depuly C incd in “ A" D
He was fater and to "B
{Operations).

Mr, B. P. Bellamy, Dcpuly Cammander, remained in the Rescarch and
ranch of M Services, He was later sppointed Assie
tam Chiel Constable, Birmingham City Police Force,
Mr. 8. Hebbes, Deputy Commander, remained in * B™ Depariment and
toek charge of th: Traffic Support Group.

ot Staff

M. F. W. Armstrong, M.Y.0., Assistant Secretary, Minlstry of Defonce, was
seconded to the Metropolitan Police Office as Director of Finagce.

Dr. H. 3, Walls, B.Se., Ph.D,, Director of the Mewropolitan Police Laboratery,
retired.

Dr. R. L. Wiliams, M.A,, D.Phil.,, D.Sc., was appointed Director of the
Metropolitan Police Laboratory.

Mr. R. B.T. Birch wus promoted to Deputy Solicitor,

Mr. T. R. Jonos, C.Bog., M.LB.E., was appointed Deputy Chicf Enginser,

Mr. R. A. Root, Chisf Executive Officer, was promoted to Senior Chief
Exequtive Officer, ' B " Department (Adminltration),

Mr. P. H. Feamley, Principal Information Officer, reticed,

Mr. C. N, Hill, Senlor Officer, was d to Chiel i
Officer and took charge of F.3 Branch.

Mr. S, ). Hanchet, ARLB.A, ALAS, was promoted to Supcrintending
Aschiteet,

Mz. P, A, Barwood, Senior Exccutive Officer, was promoted to Chief Exeou-
tive Officer and took charge of 8.4 and B.6 Branches.

Mr. R. H. Beaver, Senlor B ive Office, was d to Chilef
Officer nnd took charge of G.1 and G.2 Brnches.

Mr. D, M, O'Shen, LL.B,, was promoled to Assistant Solicitor.

Mr, F. W, C. Peonington, O.B.E., ws appointed to A new post of Special
Assistant to the C his from thn Force.
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Mr. D. Hale, C.Eng, MIMech B, AMLH.V.E.,, was appointed Senfor

Enginger,

Mr. B, Wnah! was appointed Principal Information Officer and took charge
of P.1 Branch.

Mr.J mesley wag Appoln(ed to thn new post of Chief Work Study Officerin
the Management

Mr LS. lemcy was appolmed Principal Tnformation Officer and took
charge of P.2 Branch,

Special Constabulary
Jt i with deep regret that 1 have to refer to the death, on 22nd February, of
Miss B, M. Clowes, who served with distinction as Commandant of the Women's
Section since 1958, having jeined the Metropolitan Spechal Constabulary
July, 1951, Her successor, Mrs, P, L. Bickuell, wos appointed on 15th Apn!.

1y the same lovel as In 1967
but the number of agrests rose by 7-3 per cent from 50,808 10 54,540, It is
interesting to compare the Iatter fgure with that of 35,184 for the year 1959
when the manspowsr «f the Force was not much less than that today. The
increase of 55 per cent in arcsts durlag the decade would be more cncoumgn;
if it afforded any hope of a reduction in crime generslly, Unroztuuu!y,

Crima in the remained at

uenodgnsonhk In view of the legistation now onder
particular intcrest that of the 54,540 percons arrested, 11,770 m
in thz nge group 10-16 years inclusive, a not ebaormal proportion,

‘The continusl increase in arrests from year to year is reflected b the delay
in the triaf of cases at the Central Criminal Court where, for the fst tme,
three coutts continued to sit during the Augun reoess in an atterapt to retfeve
the pressure. There were at one tme 41 pnsonm semanded for trial on charges
of murder. Delays of this kind d

the witbholding of senior ctﬁn:n from fresh enquiries or
the indefinite denial of leave.

‘The greater number of cases is, however, aot always so troublesome as the
‘complexity of an increasing number of them. A few oxamples may be sufficient
1o demanstrate this trend. In one case, two Metropolitan officers were engaged
in the investigation of aguspected child murder. In the early stage of the eaguiry,
300 police officers were drawn from 3 police forces ta scarch for the missing
chifd. The scarch party was later increased to 750 men, comprising 500 police
officers and 250 soldicrs and airmen., Foltowing the discovery of tho ehild's
body, Incldent Raoms were set up in two locations, fully equipped with closed
circuit television of u typs which enabled documents and photographs to be
showa shrultascously, A coloured Identikit ploture was bullt up of a suspect
und 17,600 copies were circulated throughout (he United ngdom, Cantinuouy
caquiries Iasted over a periotl of 78 weeks with u police staff varying from 130 to
210 police officers drawn from & police forees. During the course of the enquiry,
21,000 telephone messages were dealt with, 14,000 statements were taken,
25,000 car puwners were investigated and elimmn:d from tho enguiry, 1,375,000
vehicle taxation fles were cxamined, 39,000 houses were vislted in house-to-
house enquiries and approximately $0,000 men between the ages of 21 and 50
yeses were interviewed, The enquiry stretched fnto 13 countries and was
brought to-a sucocssful conclusion at the end of the year,

Another case involved the investigation of a complicnted fraud which took
two years to complete. There were never fess than 3 officers on this enquiry
and at its peak there were 6. Statements totalling 1,500 pages from over 150
witaesses and documentacy exhibits running into 7,000 pages were a feature of
the enguiry.

In yot another msa whers Ioracd ﬁwmnnd B:mk of Bogland notes were
being ci all th working at the
counters of every b:ml: Throughout the London Poml District and tho crews of
every police pmci far cqmpped with wireless had to be mounted ¢o catch the
pesion who the notes at banks. The
operation was planned to lm aver & two-week period but, In the event, an
arrest was made within three hours of its starting.
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I the continued search for two persans d with the i i
train sobbery of 1983, officers of this Force extended their enquiries into the
United States of America, Mexico, Canada, Belgium, Germany and France
and, as is well known, one individual was arrested in Canada uad another in
‘Torquay. This vast opcration, which had to be conducted under & closk of
complete secrecy, oecupied much of the time of some of the most senior and
experierced members of this Force despite the fact that the ccime had not been
committed within the metrapolis,

One final and 1o loss nofeworthy example. In December 1956 two detective
officers were directed to embark on 8 particular enquiry. The. case developed as
was anticipated and during the year under review the team reached & maximum
of 240 officers, although it was subsequently run down to 165, Seventy-soven
prisoners were charged and of this number 41 were involved in the main part of
the enquiry. A specia) index was formed contatning the names of all persons
who were in uny way mvohr-:d in the =nqu5ry and this cventually conisined
8,000 pames, The repo: P d for the Court
‘heariogs ran to nearly JSO 003 shects ol‘ paper.

Whilst these major cases were being handled, other detective officers hed to
wontinue m their day-to-day task of investigating serious crime, although,
pe:lmps, cnmc wh]ch was not o sensational. The scheme wherehy the lesx

d by uniform offi into full swi
undoubud!y g»vc m\mh relief tothe defectives, thus enabling them to give more
time to, and to dig decper iato, she many sases of houscbreaking and shop~

ing. This hrought forth good results and the sintistics given elsewhere
in this report buar witness of the progress that has been made.

Deiective officers genmlly ped‘ormed a rmmmum of 12 hmm oventime
weekly. Many by {n dealing with
violent mmmah. some of thern amed. 'ﬂm morale of all ranks throughout the
year was oxtremely high.

There was an high of Tin " C™ DN
Two hundred and twenty-five officers, of whom 17 were wornen, were sppointed
détective constables, 139 officers were promoted to the rank of second-class
detective sergeant, 82 to first-class detective sergeant, 54 to detective inspeotor,
37 to detective chiel fnspactor, 25 to detective superintendent and 6 to detective
chicf superintendent.

lu an :ndc:we\u lo tmfmve oommummmn al ulf lc\ch. the Assxsmxl
uartcry at w]

h:ads of™ C" Dcmmm:nt bmnchu, area dctecuva chief superintondents and
were present.  Conferences between
Commandm “ C " and all detective chicl superintendents were held in seven
of the remaining months of the year, At o lower feve], area and divisional
conferences were held as and when necessary in order fo ensure that CLD,
officers on divisions do nol work in isolation. Itis difficalt 1o quantify the results
of these discussions but  am convinced that their vilue in co-ordinatisg the
work of * C* Department cianot be overstated,

The total aumber of indictable oﬂ’enws known to |he Metrapolitan Police in
1968 was 275,222 and, as the csti Polico
District was 8,250,590, the number of indictable oﬂ'enm per thowsand persons
was 33-4 compared with 32-7 in 1967 and 204 in 1959,
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The inteoduction early in the year of a revised crime mponin; procedure
helped to reduce the paper work of 1t slso imp: the
statistical acuracy of periodical crime rotums and thus provided » truer reflece
tion of the actoal crime ratz, Crime in the first half of the year was generally
down compared with 1957 but July and August radically sltered the balance
with incresses of nearly 9 and 12 per eont respectively, A more normal October,
however, com: with an abnormal month in 1967 (referred to in fast year's
report) brought the year's total close to that of 1967,

The ing table sh: e number of offences kitown to Metro-
politan police in 1968 in the principal groups of offences, with corresponding
figures for 1967 and 1959, Details of the individual offences in thess groups
will bo found in Table I in Appendix 2. A compurison with provious years is
showa in the graph at fig. 1.

Principal groups of indictable offences
v P , >
¢ Numbor of offcozes i mt.:piﬂd h 1568
Offeaca group 1967 1932

1968 1967 | 198§
cent] Numberj Per cent

Offerces  againat the

oo
perty:

80341 288§ 4100 [+ B4 4T [+ 9N (4956

Breakdugs . . | 44083 | asass | e |- g -y
Luvtrdn. ete. 207690 [216,133 132.!17 -+ 1,557 1+ B
Other Indictable olfences SALS | 4361 + 1,054 {-+24-
)

Totdl mdictable oflenees 273,222 {273,138 [ 167,383 [ 2,084

3 |4 1730 +S.§ 5
-7 |+ 85,563 [4+64

2 |+ 2668 +96'9
2

+ 107ER 1645

ol

peson, those ol at and
mmlzned murder, inereased by subsmn\lzl peroentages. There was, however,
nu appreciable fall in the number of deaths by dangesous driving (see also
Chapter 4).

Offtnces against property increased by 0:3 per cent compared with 1967,
This was the result of na increass in Inroeniss, cto. Breakings setuatly decreased
by 662 or 1+5 per cent. There were 15 per cent fower bugladies but slightly
mare houschreakings and shopbreakings.

‘There was an increase of 07 per cent in larcenles compared with 1967,
‘There were, however, decreases in robberies or assaults with intent to sob {down
by 102 or 51 per cent) und In larcenles, cto, fronr the person (down by 539 or
135 per cent). Figures for laroeny from dwelling houses apd flats were the
highest ever recorded,

The estimated value of property stolen was £22 miltion compared with
£20 miltion in 1967, 10+ S per oent was recovered.

xXm!wutmx! offences within the above main groups are analysed in greater detail

low.
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The use of firearms

COver onc-seventh of alf robberies aud assaults with istent 10 rob were catried

aut with the aid of firearms (o7, in a small number of cascs, whist were thought to

firearms but might have been imitations). There was a rise of 17 per cent in

the number of indictable crimes in which Srearms were used but in the case of

robberics or assaults with intent to rob; the increaso was 31 perceat, Thelncrease

Is disturbing and shows that, despite cfforts to curb the salo of weapons, thers

are still plenty available for criminal use. There were 419 offcnces involving the

use of firearms, including 7 cases of murder or mansiaughter, 11 of attempled

murder, 117 of wounding and assault and 279 of robbery or assault with intent
to rob.

Offences sgalast the prreon

The crimes included in this group ase listed at the top of Table 1in Appendix 2
‘They totalied 8,024 in 1968 compared with 7,889 In 1967, an increase of 135, or
147 per cent.

Draths by violence

‘Two bundred and eleven deaths by violence wepe seported in 1968, including
2 alleged to have occurred in provious years: the total was 27 fewer than in 1967,
‘These were recorded as 57 murders, 47 mansfaughters, § infonticides, 2 deaths
by abortion, 92 deaths by dangerous of reckiess driving nnd I death by grievous
bodily harm.

Of the 57 known or alleged murders, 46 were cleared up by urrest and 5 by the
suiclde of the murderer; 6 murders remained unsolved at the end of the year
and, in 26 of the cases cleared up, court dings had not been A
further 37 cuses were ariginatly classificd as munder of which 31 were subse«
quently dealt with by the couns &s manslaughter, 5 as infunticide and [ as
causing gricvous bodily hiarm with intent.

“The 47 cases of manslaughter insluded the 31 cases originally chusified as
wmurder and 16 others, of which 7 resulted from abortions, The 99 cases of
causing desth by dangerous or reckless driving were 38 fewer than in 1967,

One hundred and fwenty-one persons. were arzested sod criginally charged
wnh murder; 5 of them wers arrested for murders recorded in previous years,

rty-cight persons wete dealt with by the courts for murder, 32 for man.

ahusbtu and § for infanticide; at the end of the year 46 persons were awaiting
prellmmary heasing or trial. Of the 38 persons dealt with for murder, 17 were

tolife under Scction 7 of the Magls-
trates” Caum Ao, 1952, and I9 were acquitted of murder, Threo of the 19
acquitted persons were dealt with under Sections 4 and §2) ef the Criminal
Law Act, 1967, and 6 others for less serious offences with which they had also
been charged. There were 10 acquittals.

Wounding
The increase in tho wumber of cases of wounding reported to the palice
oontinues: the 5,100 offences were the highest recorded sed 171 (3+3 per cent)
mome than in 1967,

Sesval offences
‘The number-of cases of rape increased by 8 to 113, and other offences agminst
fomales by 3 (0-2 per cent) to §,642,
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The number of uanatural offences (including ottempts to commit these
offences and indictable offences of indecency between males) decrensed by 44
{68 per cent) 1o 604, Cases of bigamy decreased by 6 (111 per cent) t0 48,

hay -l MONTHLY TOTALS ©F

BURGLARIES AND | i
Offenices against propesty—breaklogs e -

HousEBREARMGS, | !
; 1966 -~ 1968 i l
Mlar;akings decreased by 662 or 1+5 pee cent compared with 1967, to a totat of { asm]
033, .

Burglary and housebreaking together totatled 21,113 and were 174 (0-8 per i
cent) fewer than in 1967, Attempied breakings decreased by 397 (162 per cent) '
and there were 100 (183 per cent) fewer cases of possessing housebreaking
implements by night. S

Money, jewellety, gold and silver formed the bulk of tho property stolen and 3
other property stoler was mestly radio and tefevision sefx, record players, tape i" 3
recorders and other tlectrical equipment. 4

In about 9 per cent of cases, the estimated value of the property stolen was
under £5 and in 30 per eent the value was £100 or more, The total estimated ¥
valusg of property stolen was £3,700,000 and of that recovered £115,000 {abont 3 ¢ o
per cent) compared with £2,600,000 stalen and £83,000 (3+2 per cent) recovered (2 b f-pe f000

)

)

in 1967, s

Breakings into shops, warchouses, offices, cto., totalled 20,484, just ¥ more
than in 1967, The thieves were arrested or disturbed before they had time 1o
steal anything l'k:m 2,363 promises lmtr 2 viiriety of proporty was stolen from the
others, moacy, however, fog for the highest H 27 per oent. -
Retail shops mado up nearly half the breakings and over-2 quartes were fuctotics, ~ T MONTHLY TOTALS OF 4}

warehauses, etc. SHOPBREAKINGS.

19881568
1a about 15 per cent of tases, the estimated value of the propeny stolen was
wader £5 ond in 30 per cent the value was £100 or more. The 1o1al estimated
vatue of the property stofen was £3,800,000 nod of that recovered £370.000
{9-6 per cent). In the previous year, the volue of stalen propenty was about
£4,000,000 and of that recovered £350,000 {8-7 per cent).

i

OQther offences against property—lareenics, ate.
Of ol indictable offenozs known to the police during the year, 791 per cent
came under this heading: there were 217,690 aftogethier. Eighty-scven thousand
were miscellancous sintple farcenfes and 38,000 were thefts from unatisnded .
wvehicles i the street. The following glve some détails of the various offences. ‘

N ey
>3

=

Lo Ay A2 S

Robbery and asseult with intent 1o rob

There were 1,910 cases of robbery and sssault with intent to sob, 102 (5-1 per
cent) fower than in 1967, This total includes 32 cates of conspiracy to roband 1
case of gecessory (o robbery. Ons thousand eight hundred and ninety-threc
of the 1,910 cases (99 1 por eent) came within the scope of Section 23(1) of the Crime trends
Larceny Act, 1916, and the remainder under Sections 23(2) and 23(3) of the 1086 ~1988
Act. Ono thousand and ninctystwo offences weya committed in the streets, parks Fig. 2
and open spaces and the rest inside premises.
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The 279 robberies n which fircarms were knowa or thought o have been
carrizd were the highest so far recorded. A blunt instrument was used in 258
cases (266 in 1967) and a knuckleduster or sharp instrument in 229 cases (175 in
1967). Pepper, ammonia or some other irritant was involved in 72 cases but no
weapon was used in 1,055 (35+2 per cemt) of the 1,910 cases reported,

Business cash {wages, 1akings, ¢1c.) acd goods were stolen in almost exxctly
one half of all robberics and wone than half of these cases occurred Inside
poemises,

There wero 90 cases reported in shich children or young persons {i.e. over the
age of criminal responsibility but under 17 years of age) robbed others under
17 years of age, Just over kalf of ll reported robberies aod assaults with intent
to rob were comntitted duting the hours of darkness.

In 263 cases nothing was stolen; the valuo of propenty siolen (mostly cash)
in the other 1,647 cases was £2,400,000 of which some £470,000 (19-8 per cent)
was recovered,  This was a better perecatage than in previous years.

Larceny from the person
This includes pocket-picking and bag-snatching sod there were 3,444 cases
reported during the year, a decreaso of 539 {13+ 5 per oent) compared with 1967,
Property valued at £148,000 was stolen. and £8,000 worth (5-4 per oont) was
recovered.

Larceny in kouse (1o the value of £5 or more or \ith menazesy

The aumber of offences reported was 28,314, an increase of 1,025 or 3-8 per
cent. The cstimated value of the property stolen was £2,370,000 of which
£96,000 (4-1 per cent) wosth was recovered. Money was taken in oearly balf
of the cases in which property was stolen and jewellery, gold and silver in 21
per cent. Of the offences under this heading 16,877 (59+6 per ¢ent) were thefts
from houses, 8,404 (29-7 per cent) from fints, and 3,033 (107 per cent) from
hotels, clubs and hostels. In aboot a thind of these laroenles, entry was gained
throsgh doors and windows Ieft open or unscoured, mostly at the front of the
premiscs,

Lareeny by servont
The number of wises reported was 3,927, & decrease of 83 or 2+ per oent
compared with 1967. The articles most commonly stolen from employers by
persous in their employ were cash, provisions, bullding materials and clothing.
“The estimated value of the property stolen was £490.000 of which £140.000
worth (28-6 per cont) was resovered,

Other aggravated lamenies
In gensral, this heading includes all otber Inrcenies for which the maximum
pennity was imprisonment for 14 years or, in some casey, for Hfe. Cases of
embezzlement, of whioh thero were 815 in 1968 compared with 787 In 1967,
sccounted for 72-8 per cent of the total, Larccnies from ships, docks and
wharves numbered §34, a decrease of 48 and these were 79 thefis of postal packets,
a decrease of 4%,
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Larceny of motor vehieles

I a motor vehicks alleged 10 have been stolen is recovered within one ealendar
month, the offeuce is not recorded as & larceny ualess someane is charged with
stealing the vehicle. Before Y981, when the system of classification was altered,
the time Limit for the recovery of & vehicle was 48 hours, When a vehicle is
deiven away merely to facilitate the theft of its ontents or fittings the offence ix
recorded as larceny from a vehicle.

In 1958 there were 7,018 motor vehicles recorded as baviog been stolen
(including 25 attenpis) compared with 6,611 in 1967—an fncrense of 407 or
§+2 per ceot. The estimated value of the stolen \chicles was £2 million and the
valug of the 3,779 vehicles subscquently recovered was £630,000. In xddition,
37,866 vehicles (33,638 in 1967} were taken and driven away without thdr
owners® consent and were secovered within one calendsr month; contenss and
fiitings were stolen from 14,221 of these vehicles, most of them standing in the
strect, 'The total number of vehicles either stolen or untavdblly taken and driven
sway was, therefors, 44,884, an increase of 4,635 (11-5 per eent) over 1967,

Larceny of pedal cycles
The number of offenoes reposted was 10,804, a deoreaso of 1,572 oz 1247 per
oent compared with 1967, The estiniated valte of tho cycles stolen was £020,000
und 711 gycies valoed at £8,700 were recovered.

Larceny from unattended vehicles in the street

Ths number of these farcenics decreased; there were 38,201 offences, 1,041
(2+7 per cent) fewes than in the previous year, In 11,640 6f these enses the vehicls
was driven awny to facilitate the theft of contents or fiftiogs and was found
sbandoncd within one calendar month. In over a half of the casas where
property was stofem, vohicle accessarics were taken; In 12 per cont or 50, clothing
was stolen, in 11 per cent, radios and tefovision seis and in 4 per cent, suitcases
nnd bags.

The estimated value of the property stolen from unatiended vehicles in the
strects was almost £2 milllon of which £109,000 (5.5 per cent) worth was
recovered. In addition to larcenics from vehicles in tho streets there were 11,718
Iarcenics (11,288 in 1967) from vehicles in car parks or in private premises.
These offences are included in the classification ™ miscelimeous simple Inre
cenfes”,

Shoplifting
The 8,522 shoplifting offences reporied to the potice were 36 {0+4 per cent)
more than in 1967, Thit is, however, probably just the tip of the iccherg as it s
thought that many more go unreportcd. Food nnd clothing were the two most
popular commoditics with shoplifiers. ‘The value of the praperty reported
stolen way £60,000 and £35,000 worth (568 per cent) was recavered,

Larceny from telephone boxes, meters and automatic machies
There wens 8,380 of thess offences reported, 1,949 (18:9 per cent) fewer than
in 1967, The value of the praperty stelen was £37,000, of whichk £900 wonth was
tecovercd

51

A AT YN 5 AT T AU AR TS

- e

vze

ot b

#as- o

l



Larcenyarick and-ballee

There were 488 of these offencey, 303 or 383 per cont fewer than ia the
previous year, The value of the cash and property stolen was about £89,000
of which £10,000 worth (11+6 per cent) was recovered.

Miscellancous simple larcentes

‘The 87,213 offences recorded include all arcenics not separately classified and
they account for 31 +7 per cent of all indiciable offences known to the police in
1968. 26,840 (308 per cent) were from shops, warchouses, eto,, and they
increased by 6,001 or 28+8 per cent; 8,352 (9-6 per cent) were from offices and.
these sere 1,069 or 113 per cent fower than in the previous year but larcenics
from halls, cloakrooms, ete., which numbered 9,473 (10-9 per cent of the totsl)
increased by 389 or 4-3 per cent.

Sirple larcenies from houses, fiats and hotels or their precincts decreased by
335 to 17,575 (202 per ocnt of the tolal).

Property to the vafus of abaut £3,600,000 was xtolen; £278,000 worth (7+6
gr cent) was resavered, 27 per cent was money and 0 per cent clothing and
LN

Fraud

The number of cases of froud increased by 946 (7-8 per oont) to 13,135, A
totad of £1,120,000 was involved and £45,000 {43 per cent) was recovered, In
addition, g3 mentionsd fnter in the chapter, the Fraud Squod investigoted o
wumber of concerns whose members wers suspeeted of fraudulent activitios.

Reeelring

By lis very nature, of course, this offence differs from most others In that it
Becames knowa to the police oaly when a receiver is found, There were 5,215
detected cases in 1968, an increass of 149 or 2-9 per cent aver 1967,

Crimes cleared up

Irrespective of the year in which a crime oceurred, it is recotded s cleared up
cither pt the time 8 person is arresied or summoned for committing it or when
the offender aske for tho crims to be taken inte consideration by & court which
tas found him gulity of some other affence. Detaily of individual crimes cleared
up In 1968 and in the provious two years will be found In Appendix 2, Table 2.
Comparisons for the principal groups of offences are given in tho following
tables—
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Crimey cheared up—principal groups
Number Percentage of offence
o o}lumbu of offenzes. cleared up in
foree Rroups offcaces u
%68 | in IMF
1963 1067 1966
8%:0(:‘ againsttheperion .. .. LX) 5384 | &2 ) 0 2
Tennes REIULST property—"

Beeakings b o s | wan | 27 ) s | e
Larcenies, ete. < . 1 217,690 9,889 29 | 228 2060
Other indictable affenesy N EXH 2927 | 541 | 537 | &1
Al indictabla offencts . . PR (> 68,391 k-3 243 23

As meotioned in Chopler 1, the clear-up rate for robbery rose to 317 per
cent, the highest figure siaco 1963,

The Jowest clear-up figures, as might be expeeted, related to Tarceny of pedat
oyeles (7-2 per cent) and from vehicles in the strect (8+2 per cent). Reasonable
care could provent many of these offences,

Arvests

‘The following table shows the number of arrests for each of the principal
groups of offences; for this purpose, summonses, of whith there were fow, have
‘becn included as argests—

Arresis for.grincipal groups of offcnces

Tncruasc o decreass In 1968

Numbes of sty tn s o e

Offecs group 1967 i 1959
1968 1967 1959

Number | Peroent Numbcri Percant

Offences againit the
e ] osus| sio] 2m2 e w2l 24+ 2.394‘\» s

noes. agaltat oo
ocakings .. .. | 298| 73] seon le sos |+ 1103 |4 22 415
sie o 39787 | ariex | aee [Tase |4 €3 [T adseiy sei
Othck ntmboaffenses | 1631 | 135 | 946 |4 242 |4 155 1L ead A0
AN indicabi ofeoces | 5440 | 50808 | 35,104 [+3732 [+ 7-3 [+ 1088l Soon

Arvests for offnces in detail arc shown in Appendix 2, Table 3,

Agez of persons arrested

The table belaw shows by age-groups the number of persons arrested for
indictable offences in 1968 and in previous years. Since less than one cuse in
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four was cleared up, the number of asrests in any given uge-group is not neees.
sarily ;n ;mmm measure of the arsount of criminal activity in that age-group
&% a whoie.

Age-groups of persons rresied for wndictable offences

Tnetease or decreasc in 1958
compared with

Nunber arvsted
Agogroup 1967 1959

1968 | 1967 | 1959 | Number | Per cent | Nouber | Beromt
pn- o clamlmlaels mloml sl o
a0l o N |ioko9 1002 | ¥aes |4 awr | G 47| FAS4E| ¥ Bed
v (255 (20405 {15360 | #2166 | - 106 | 2009 | + 451
. (1086t Tisa0 FLIST | + 73] 47,688 | + 832
BARCA AR AR DA IR -
aa7 | Aus| 26|+ V2|4 YE| T % see
leam Zass bz M- a3 E am
Toso Tow| NI+ 4|+ d9|¥ ¥2|{as
Sub-totals (21 xodaver) | SL361 30,358 15,133 | 11,366 | + 52| + 12428+ 610
“Tols (Wand ove) {4340 [0308 {30638 | 13,2 | < 73 | + 1ohy + 597

*On. Ist Febmary, 1064, tho age of crimlnal xespomibilisy waa rabsed from 8 1o 10 yers,

The distiibution nmong different age groups arrested for specific offences is
shown in Appendix 2, Tables 4 and 5,

Fhere were 1-7 per cent more young people between tho ages of 10 and 20 and
84 per eont moro adults arrested for robbery in 1968 than in the provious year.
‘Tha numbers of arrests of petsons botween thasges of 10 and 20 for burglary and
houstbreaking, larcony (£5) dwelling, shophreaking, misecllancons simple
larcenles, receiving, shoplifing and Jarceny from unattended wehicles also
increased but there were fewer arrests for larceny of bicyoles and metor vehicles
and larceny by scrvant.

‘There was an increase in srrests of adults for miscellancous sintple faroenses,
burglary and househreaking, reociving, larceny dviclling and shopbreaking hut
there was a decresse in the aumber of arvests for lasceny of bicycles and motor
vehicles, larceny from unatteaded vehicles io the strect, Inroeny by servant and
shoplifiog,

As regards fndividual ages of persons under 2} arrested, there was o soall
decrease in amrests of those aged 19. At all other nges, however, there were
increases, tanging from 2-2 per pent st age 2040 23+ 1 per cent at age 15, Detadly
are shown in Appendix 2, Tadle 6,

Table 7 of Appendix 2 chows, by age-groups, the number of persons under 21
acrested for specific indiciable offences.

Arrests of persons under 21 acting i groups A

OF the 22,579 persons under 21 yoars of age who wore arrcsted in 1958 for
indictable effentes, 14,278 (63-2 per cont) wrre operating with other persons,

0

‘This tendency to colicet together in " gangs ™ at early ages perslsts in some
cates into Iater fife, as witncssed by two important trials in the last two yoars,
3,270 (22.9 por cert) of the 14,278 were sssociating with adults, 3,622 {25.4 per
cent) were o groups whose membets were gl less than 15 yean old, 2,606
(¥8.2 per cent) were in groups of 15 and 16 year-olds, and 4,780 (33.5 per cent)
were in groups whose members were all aged 17 1a 20-

The composition of groups of persons under 21 years of age who were arrested
is shown in the following table, 38-9 per cent of the groups were of two of
three persons.

Arrests of groups whose members were oll under

2/ years of age
H
Number of persany
in grevp Nursber of grosps
S 121
3o e 3'8)‘1
o e e 37
[ o
| .- . 3
3 .. a . 3
[ . . —
tandsver .. . 2
Totd .- 4434

Arresia of persons with provious criminal records

OF the 54,540 persons arrsited for indictable offences, 16,320 (23+9 per cent)
trad provious criminal recotds, compared with 27-0 per cent in 1967 and 30-3
per cent in 1966. OF the chitdren under 14 arrested for indictable offences 1147
yer cent had criminal records, compared with 8-2 per cent in 1967 and 9-8 per
cent in 1966, OF the persops under 21 armated, 23-1 per cent had crimingt
records compared with 20-6 per cent in i967 and 231 per cent in 1966, Details
#re given io Appendix 2, Table 8,

€.2 Branch

Asmentioned in previous reports, a section of this Hranch underiskes searches
xt various Record Offices, particularly that of the Registrar of Campgnlcs, on
behall of Metropolitan and provincial police forees, Work in 1968 increased
by over onc.third compared with 1967 but, uafortunately, it has not yet beea
found possidle to house the section in C i Hu\‘»m B3 was in
Tast year's Report, 1 hope that this move can be achieved soon, as it would
save considerabls time now wasted in traveliing beiween headquarters and the
offices conoerncd.

A spatc of now Iegixlation in the fast year o two made neccessary considenbla
revision of the directions issued 1o members of the Fores to enable them 10
deal with varipus types of crime. To cope with thiy xihnufm s Jegistation unit
was 38t up within the Branch during the year and proved invaluable, not only
to this Force but to others 55 well,
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Fingerprint Bracch

The work of this Branch has grown all round during the year, & fact which
reflects the growing awareness throughout the Forco of the valus of the technicat
supgon ‘Which is avallable to them from both the Fingerprint and Photographio
sections,

Dunring the year, 2 start was made with tho recoding of the main fiogerprint
collection to enable it 1o be dealt with by computer, Special cquipment is also
being used to transfer the records direet on to magnetic tape for this purpose,

_For tho first time, an cxpericnoed fiagerprint officer has been posted to each
division to cxamine scenes of cime. As 8 result, visits by Bngerprint oficers to
stenes of crime neardy doubled and the year brought a scord in identifioations
of marks and cases cleared up, In particulse, 49 cases of burglary and housee
breaking beiveen May and July were shown by fingerprints left at the promises
to be the work of o single criminal and in pleading guilty to three charges ot
bis trial, be asked for 153 similar cases to be taken into consideration.

Crimina) Record OHice

Searohes in this Branch reached a record total of nearly one and a half million
and there are now twoand & quarter mitllon files in the ibsary. Theintroduation
of suspended septenoces and, to soute extent, the greater use of the Branch by
officers dealing with mindr evimes bave Jargely been respansible for the increate,

Convictions of frst offenders recorded totalled 165,649 and re<convictlons
248,751, both well above the figares for 1967,

Over 400,000 files of persons who huve not been re-convicted for 25 yeuss
have been micro-filmed and the papers destroyed, The programme of thit work
is up 1o date in that files for 1944 are cursently being dealt with, During the
yeat the Branch acquired its own processing cquipment and this assisted in
speeding up the work,

Prapesty to the value of £119,739 was identified by searches int the Property
tndex, compared with only £92,588 in 1967,

!Lh}xhcr !;cwer nto'ﬁecns were circulated in the Police Guzetie but more were
n the dential

Crimina} Intelligence Brends

This Branch, which collects informatlon about sctive criminals sot only
from the metropolitan arex but from other forces throughout the country,
considerably increased its notivitics during the year. The unHformed officers

loyed as colluiors the litan Police District proved to
be a useful ntw souree of information. A a result of information gathered
and dlssemicgnred by the Branch, a number of active spd important criminals
wele arrcsied,
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Metropolitan and City Police Company Frand Branch

The Companies Act 1967 crapowess the Board of Teade to exumine the boaks
and papers of companies which, in their opinion, are suspect and the.results
of thess investigations can be made available to the police. There is no doubt
m i::‘:h specdier action cng now be taken to prevent apd detect frandulent

Two hundred and sinty-ons reports about suspected frands were submitted
10 various prosecuting authorities in the course of the year and there wers 262
investigntions in progress at the end of the year. Cases enquired into jnvolved
alleged tosses of £38 miflion, £30 million of which was in respect of the Metro.
‘politan Police District. .

A cast Which raused considerable interest throughout the country was one
in which the two directors of a fravdulent insursnce company were found guilty
of offences Involving the conversion of £1 million worth of the company's
assets, The i was fong snd licated and its fi
réftected great credit on the offfcers concerned.

“ Long firm ** fravds {i.e. fraudulent firms which obtain goods on credit-and
(ail to pay for them) accounted for 45 cases during the year, invalving praperty
to the value of £1,820,000,

Officers of the Branch investigated nine provincial cases of fraud during the
yenr,

Fiying Squsd

The Squad made 1,543 arrests and recovered property 1o the value of 8630_.81'&
45 of those arrested were charged with robbery and a further 32 with conspivacy
to rob, The lalter action was particularly useful since had xh;xc crimingls got
been caught before carrying out their intentions, many more victine, might have
besn attacked,

Some of the officers serving in the Sqund now posscss speciatised knowledge
of the activiles of expert plokpockets and thers has been n notioeable increase
in the numbsr of international thicves arvested for thia type of offence,

As mcntioned previously, in the casly past of the yese Chief Superintendent
Butler, the head of the Squad, travelled to Canady where it was suspected that
one of the men concerned in the great train robbery of 1963, who had subswe.
quently escaped from prison, was living. After a seurch necessarily catried out
in conditions of great secrecy, the man was arrested and brought back ta this
country, Chief Superintendent Bnler retired from the Foreoat the end of the
year,

Metzopolitan and Provincisl Police Crime Branch

The preater mobility enjoyed by criminals in these days of yapid communi»
cations means that lisison beineen police forecs is cven mors imporiant thag
it used to be. The work dealt with by this Branch ks been constantly on the
fncreuse oo i wax fitst st up in 1954 amd 1968 was de exception, with an
increase of 53 per cent ovee 1967 in cases dealt with. Provincial foroes ure
aking mote use of information supplied by the Branch about criminals travel
ling to the provinces to commit crime there, A number of arvests were made
13 the result of this activity.
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Stalen Motor Vehicle Iavestigation Branch

The number of vehicles stolen and not reoovered during the year was 5,239,
A totdl of 5,657 relicensed vehicles which had Been wrecked were cxamined,
349 fewer than in 1967, but of the 636 suspect vebicles examined, 429, of a tota}
value of over £264,000, weve identified as stofen. 168 arrests were made. Al
these figures were higher than in 1967,

Liafson with continental police forces continucs to be cxcellent

Metropolitan Polies Labaratory

“The Laboratory dealt with some 14,000 cases during the year (including about
3,300 frouw vther foress), nearly double the 1967 figure: about 8,000 of there
were anlyses of blood or urine arising out of the operation of the Road Safety
Act 1967, Beating in mind the fact that crime has increased by less thas | per
cent, it is clear that there has becn a greatly increased use by police officers of the
Tacilities afforded by the Laboratory. Bxaminations of drugs and firearms bave
both gene up hy more than the goneral rate of incredse, while & now section
formed to provide scientific examination of documents got under way duriog
the yzar and dealt with about 300 cases,

Although the increased case fond bas naturatly proved a burden for tfie staff,
the provisions for certifitation of expert evidence contained i the Criminal
Justics Act 1967 hnve more than halved the number of attendances &t court by
Laboratory staff.

The Laboratory it now invelved, with the Detestive Training Schoof, in the
training of scencs of crime officers from police forces in the South-East Regloa
and the noticeable improvement in the staudard of samples reccived from these
forees is o tributs to the value of this trainlag.

Centrsl CLD.

Thirteen cases of provincial murders were investigated by Murder Squad
officers during the year, There were two cases each in Berkshire, Staffordshire
and Sumcy and ono each in Essox, Gl Gi Huntis
shire, Somerset, Warwickshire and Yorkshirc. In seven of thess, chaeges were
made and the aecused were convicted. In two other cases, trinls weve pending
at the end of the year and four were still uader investigation.

Enquirics into scrious crime were alie carfied out in Britisk Honduray,
Cyprus and the Virgin Islands.

A reference library 10 nssist offfoers engaged on the investigation of murder
and ather serious orimes has been set up and has proved useful, Furiber infor
mation is alto being kept on B punched card system and this will, no doubs,
prove amenable to computerization at a later date,

Dangerous Drugs

2,050 pezeons were prosecuted for offences uoder the Dangerous Drugs Acts
and 1,327 for offences under the Drugs (Prevention of Misuse) Act 1964, The
figures for 1967 were 1,550 and 932 respectively,

&4

is difficult to decide whether the inczeased number of prosccutions was
begvze more peoplc aw taking drugs or because greater atiention l };fng m
to the problem. Throughout the yeas there were constant dissussions al “h e
and soft drugs en televislon, en radio and in the press and there is probably
more readingss now to bring suspected cases 1o notice.

Philatelic Section
previons five years, thefts of stamp eoliectlons 1o the value of more
lhz(:‘:';g‘&)o had been nyportcd and fow, if any, prosecutions had been brought.
The mi;l section referred ta in Chapter 1set up to deal with this problem had
boen instrumental in recovering stamps to the value of £104,000 by the end of
the year and several prosecutions hnd been undertaken.

Anis Section

" i of works
further sevtion of * C** Depariment was 361 up to deal with thefts
orﬁnu:mi, with thic ready suppart and co-operation of the trade, some ﬁtncns of
thousands of pounds worth of this kind of property was recovered during the
year as the result of their efforts,

International Criminal Police Orgenisation

rganisation continues to play a useful part in keeping track of the

m:\xir;c?x:s of cxi::ir:mls. There is frequently an interantional :llcg:lnd mca:il:izng:
described in the ding two paragraph i
p‘::m ll::h x:d;hln; sake cvery advantage of modern nit travel to Bet quickly
away from onc country 1o anether with stolen property in their luggage, Th;
work of the Bureay Jocated in New Scotland Yard weat up by between 20 an
by bl held in Tehran, Jran, from st
Itk Session of the General Assembly was held in Tehran, Iran,

lam 01cmber, 1963. Mr. P, E. Brodie, O.B.E, stteaded ss British represens
tative, with o other British defegates.

No. 9 District Regional Crime Squad e it lnsectos
i Squad was augmented by 2 detective ¢ spectors.
87? wﬁﬁ? :«: caccuted, 694 arvests made and over baif a million
pounds worth of property recovered. S il Reglon
i ists between this Bran: the provintial R
Cn‘ﬁx;?gqﬁgmudnmn:e is & preat deal of interchange of information with these
58 well 3 with the divisions of this Force.
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CHAPTER 4
Traffic

R of “R"™

On the Ist April * B Depastment assumed for the first tims iLi

for contro! of ull police offivers and auxiliarics penmanenily enw‘:sdp::ﬁdf’ﬂz

dutics. ‘This involved major changes in organisation, A Traffic Division,

zmgmmg ail trafile ;;_wohls l;; the Metropolitan Pelice Distriot, was estnblished

er th ofa chiel at New 4 .

of ;nghn 'mfgc Arens, each uader Scou:.nm\';:: oo

and day to day administration. The operationnl activitics of thi

directed by radio ﬁom.’rmm« Cosntrol nt headquarters, 'l%c mﬁ: 3;:::!::

dents are also responsible, in Halson with sub-divisionat superintendents, for

the deployment of haﬁgu wardens, The road safety teams, also come vmder their

:;%"1‘;' bu; )nu administered by the headquarters staff of the Traffic Division
.8 Branch).

“The headtuasters s1afl (B.7 Branch) controlting the deyelopment
wardens' service sonstitute, with the Lraffic wardcis, the ‘:‘em&? Su;;z::l:}::ﬂ?
Unity of purpose in waffic operations has been achieved by placing the Trafiic
Division and the “Traffic Support Group in charge of  Commander {Qperations),
The planning functions of the Traflic Department sre now carried out by B2
and 8.5 Branches under @ Cowmander (Planaing),

The remaining branches of the Traffis Department, viz, B,1 {Becretari;
B3 (Publl_c Cairiage Offics), B4 (Process), B.6 (Tmﬂi‘o Legislation) undn;%
{Centrat Ticket Office) havo b d her under a Seaior Chief | jv
Cfficer (Adminstration),

Ascidents )

‘There weve 56,056 ucoidents during the year in which people were killsd
injured. This was an.hmns'e of 326 (-6 per cent) over \keppexepvlonx year's m:;
The numbers of actidents involving death, serious injury and siight injury in
dc;nh of :h_e ten-years up 1o and including 1968 are shown in Table | of Appene

Tablo 2 shows the distribution of fainl and injury accidents in 1968 onth
aad the corresponding Bgures for 1967, In November and Decembcr%ﬁ‘ov?ln;
the introduction of British Standard Time, the number of fatal and injury
aecidents between 7 and § w.m. was 251 (224 per cent) higher than la 1967
though there was a smafl bt significant reduction of 27 (1-7 per oent) between
4.ond 6 pm. Over the whols year, 4 to 6 p.m. was the worst period of the day
for accidents, Friduy was the worat day, followed by Saturday.

Compared with the previous year, there were reductions in fatal and
aecldents during the Baster and Sprivg and late Summer Bank Holiday pclﬁi’:g
of 112 {162 per cont), 65-(10+9 per <ent) and 9 (17 per cent) respectively,
Thcgc were, however, neasly bwice o8 mnny gccidents over the three days at
Christmias which could be fairly compared with the previous Christrns,
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More than one-thisd of sl the futal and injury accidents recorded during the
year occurred in tho inner police divisions Which in aggregate constitule only
about one-tenth of the total atea of the Metropolitan Police District

On the 11-mile leagth of the M.4 motorway within the District, there were
140 injury accldeats including 4 involving deaths. Of this total. 5 (42 per eent)
occurred on the 2-mile elevated section, The injury accident rate per month
was 11-7 compared with 103 in 1967, Damage only accidents on M.4 numbered
218, or 13 fewer than io the previous year. On the Bi-mile length of the M.1
motorway patvolied by this Fosce there were 60 injury ccidents, including 2
involving deaths, and 139 damage only accidents.

In the first twehe months of breath testing undee the provislons of the Road
Safety Act, 1967, the number of injury sxidents between 10 p.m. and 4 a.m,
(2.369) was 258 yer cent lower than in the corresponding periad before brenth
testing Bogan. During the Inst quarter of 1968, bowever, there wits o substantial
norease in such accidonts compared with the last quarter of 1967,

Accident charaeteristies

Tabls 3 of Appendix 3 shows whero the injury aocidents occurred and how
many vehictes wotc involved, Predictably, the great majority (10 per cont)
osoutred nt of withins twenty yards of 8 Jusction of some kind: of these, over
one-quarter involved 2 pedestrian and one vehicle, Compared with the previous
year there was a siight reduction in the pumbsr of Gocidents on or within fifty
yards of an uncontrolled pedestrian crossing.

An experiment simed ot reducing Bcoldenls at or near roud junctions by
eliminating hazards associnted with parking and skidding was being planned
by the Road Safety Group of the Joint “Fraitic Bxecutive (see Chapter 1) at the
end of the year,

‘The icat and pi i in nocidents of various classes
of yehicies is shown in Table 4, When the percentoges are selated to the pereene
tage somposition of traffic by clussey, us measured in the traffic census xeferred
to later in this chapter, it emerges that the relative risks by ¢lass of vehicles,
taking care and cabs as unity, are as followsi—

Clask of vihleles Relative risk ratio
Pedal eyeles .. o . . . 57
Motor cycles, ei0. .. . . . 496
PBubliv scrvice vehicles . o i 186
Curs aod cabs .~ . . . 100
Light goods veblcles s . .. 088
Heavy goads vehitles o .~ L s

Research inlo the eauses of accidents

The Aecidont Rescarch Unit d it specialised Invostigath in depth
futo the causes of sraflic accidents, and began wosk on an Interim report.

The experiment mentioned Iag year, in which n aumber of potlce vehicles
wefe ﬁn:dm with marker pancls, wu.conduded. It cstablished that panels
consisting of & prttera of funrescent and retro-reficctorised matesials are of
valut in making the presence and dimensions of vehioles more easily discernible
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in daylight, at dusk and at night, and confirmed the advantages to be gained
by the fitting of such pancls to flarge commercial vehicles, as was recommendad
by the unit in 1967,

Th research paper * A in10 & ph gical assess-
meat of driving stress * (referred to in my last Repont) was complerod in cone
Junction with the Medical Research Council, This paper ditousses the results
of experiments in which the heart.beat rates of groups of highly expericnced
(Class 1) end less experienced (Class 1V} Metropolitnn Police drivers were
observed while they wore driving in comparable traffio environments. There
was a cleasly {dentifiable difference between the two groups in the range through
which the rates varied.

Casusitien

The numbers of prople who were killed or injured in road nocidents in 1968
are shown by classes of road user and degrees of injury in Table 5 of Appendix 3,
Mouthly totals arc shown in the graph af fig, 3.

Total casualtics amounted 10 71,245, This was 213 (0+3 per ccnt) fewer than
in the previous year, Deaths and serious injuries were the fowest for ten yrars
but stight injuries shawed o smatl increase over the previous year's figure,

Among the o d trend in deics noted in the Jasg 1wo
yeats was reversed. The toral was 4+4 per cent higher than in 1967 but deaths
ol by 21 (4-9 per ceat). Among pedal cyclists and motor cyclists, however, the
downward trend of recent years was muintoived. Totad casualties in these two
classes were sespeetively D9 per ceat and 943 per cent fower than in 1967,

Chitd casualties
For the third year in suceession there was an Increase in the total number of
easuaitics among children, Although there were H (1146 per cent) fewer deaths,
the number injured went up by 510 (0 11,780, s increase of 4+5 per cent, Full
particutars are shown in Table 6.
‘The proportions of casualties by age groups wena as follows

Prrcentage

Age-group Casialties of total
Unders . , 2416 A4
$-10 . ve 5,889 4946
-4 . e 3,559 00
11,864 100-0
bt J———

Casualtics among chitd pedesirians nnd child pedal oyellsis were respeetively 233
{3+3 per cent) and 29 (15 per cent) more numerous than in the previsus year.
Bring the frst twa montls fullowigg the intraduction of Bntish Standard
Time on 37k October, there were 10 fower casuzlties (all slight) among child
pedestrians on Mondays to Fridays between 7.30 nnd 5.30 s.m, and 31 more
casualtics {4 terlous and 27 <light) between 3,30 and 5.30 p.m., compared with
the previous year. Casualtics umong child pedal syclists went up by 7 during

£

the same mornl riod and by 2 in the afternoon. Among children generally
on aff dayx Mngnp:“ hours during the months of November and Dcmger
there were 181 dtics than in th s of 1967, 102 in Novemb
{which bad five and 79 in December. A rods of 10 in child
pedesinian casuilties possibly Tefiested the increased willingness of patents to
accompany theit children at Jeast some of the way to school following the
publicity which astended the mtroduction of British Sundard Time,

The Rosd Safety Group of the Joint Traffic Excoutive for Greates l.qndon
has initiated u xpecial investigation into possible means of protecting children
from road accidents.

MONTHLY TOTALS OF CASUALTIES
1966, 1967 & [968.
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Supervision of achool children e "
315t December, the numbens of schoul crossings approved for supervislun
by(;‘;li::“oﬂ'm and school crossing patrols siood ot 108 and 1,809 respectively,
making & tofal of 1,917, This was 19 fewer than at the end of 1967, approval
faving been given in pespeet of 22 new crosvings and withdsawn from 41 existing
ones in the couvse of the year,
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The number of ndult school crossing patrols in post on 315t December was
1,399, o1 59 more than & yeareadier. The defici therefore 41 p

with 477 at the end of 1967, The award of pay increases to school ossing
patrols in 1967 and 1968 was no doubt instrumental in reducing the deficiency,
but the shortags of patecds s still serious and scems likely to persist, especially
in the more prosperaus districts, despite constant advertising of vucancies i
Tocal at i on police station natice boards

and through contact with Tocal organisations.

Providing cover al school crossings where there is a vacancy for a patro} or
vehere a paitol is tempornsily nbsent from duty can be a heavy drain on polite
manpower, especially af the morning assembly period when the demands of
peak-hour traffic regulation have olso 3o be met. Traffic wardens give valuable
selief ta the police in this respect in the areas in which they oporate, but those
areas at presest constiture in aggregate only o smolt propertion of the total
aren of the Metropaliten Police District,

It was with tiese considerations in mind that it was décided in November

1967 to give active support to a pilor » schoolboy patrel ™ scheme at West
Hendon in the Londen Borough of Barnet suggested by the losat road safety
Committee, Under this proposal, which was mentioned briefly In fnst year's
Report, a group of sixth-farm boys, with th of their heads
and the approval of their parents and Jocal edi hority, have und:
1o provide supervision on a ro1a basis at approved crossiogs near their school,
The boys receive the same training as adult patrols and wear the same uniform,
They ure also subject to the same conditions of service—a particularly importunt
feature of the scheme g it micans that the boys ore indemnified agatost personsi
Hability in the event of nccideats oeeurring at crossings while they are on duty,

The very reat sense of public scrvice displayed by those who took part and
the responsible and efficlont manner in which thiey carried out sheir dutics have
been noteworthy, The pilot scheme wos made pezmanent from tho beginnlng of
the autuma term aud local education authoritics were invited 10 consider similar
scheames for their areas, The {nftial tesponse was slow. Only two other schools
had decided to co-opernte by the end of the year—one in Brent and one in
Redbridge. At the latter, senior girls are taking part as well as boys,

The scheme obviously has grent potentis as o means of evercoming the
problem of manning crossings in oreas whers there is a chronic shontage of
suitable adult applicants. 1t also provides an opporiunity for responsible young
people to render o much.pecded service to the ity. 1 hope therefore that
it wibl gather increasing suppost.

Trafie cemos

The Fotce can no longer spate the manpower to undertake bisnuial troffic
censuses on the same scale 2 in the past. At the sequest of the Greater Londog
Council; the census duo o 1968 was 1aken on o sampling basis at & reduced
number of sites, with the Council and the Trafhe Department sharing the
responsibility for providing the majority of the enumerators, Becauss of thesa
ood other differences in provedure, she results ate not stictly comparable with
those of the 1966 and carlier censnses.

K]

s were made at 68 points on the Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thnn-
d;\m:?:ur weeks it July and the first week in August. Threo of the poiots—
Dartford Tunnel, Walten Bridge and Chertiey Bridge—were included for the
fisst time.

¢ 65 points Which were comman to the 1966 and 1968 consuscs, acarly

21%1’1‘?!95 vcpgicks were counted, of 1] per cent more than in 1966, Among
olasses of vehicles, increases were recorded in private Cars {+ }5-0 per ocu}).
taxts (-+14-0 per cent), fight vans (4205 per cent) nod articulated forrics
(+14+9 per cent), and decreases in motor cyclos (—17-0 per oent), pedal uycsleg
(~10-3 per cent) and heavy commercial vehicles with two or three antes (~
por cent and —7+7 per cent respectively). ] . -

Hyde Park Comer held its lead o3 Loadon's busiest focal point for traffic,
followed by Hammersmith Broadway (including the fiyover). Traffic ;xg:smg
the river was §+9 per ccnt up on the 1966.figure, the biggest increases bl 3;!
Lambeth Bridge (301 per cent), Staines Bridge {42046 per cont) and Wan s}
worth Bridge (-+19+4 per cont). At Rotheshithe Tunue), however, 8 drertase of
13-4 per otnt was recorded,

tomatic traffic signaly ) o
A“Amom;\liu teaffic signals were instalied at 47 new sites nng 1 e:xlsung instale
fations were removed, bringiog the 1o1a] mumber of mmlm(ms.m lb_c Mcpo-
politan Police Distriet up 1o 1,412 at the end of the year, Modifications were
mado fo 159 exiging Installations.

Fraftic Divislon .
1he police streagth of the Traffic Dividon, including the
pe:\e‘c::‘nz)e:? ga‘:nm sa'l”cty teamns, stood at 1,210 against an establishment

of 1,437, . .
'raffic ried 109,602 offences during the year, an increace of
M:{)M on tho pm;:z: gmf's ﬁgvrc. of é.hm eﬂ':n:::’ l‘lﬁﬂ;&e :::hﬁgg
by summons and 6,805 by written caution, comp. il 0 and $140
tvely i . Vi arsings piven by teaffic patrols sum! .
:fm‘{’vil:‘h‘mmltiﬂx: pmvi?ulg;wr. Arrests numbezed 2,056 including
715 in confiection with erimes. (Total traffic offences are given in Appendix 3,
“Table 7.} . 5 d 21273
t al toads, convoys, special vehicles, etc,, ocoupi 21,27
ma!;s::;“m:? :: ‘i‘:;mzase!:i 1,242 on ylhe 1957 total. The mileage involved was
285,270 compared with 293,311 iv the pmvioni yeas,
“Trinls began duting the ycar to test the effectivencss for jtafho pateo) purposes
in Londom of Austin Mini-Cooper cars manaed by ase officer.

Rempral of vehicles e the
h 52,060 vehicles were yemoved from sireets under the pro-

ﬁsﬂﬁ%t‘:ﬂ: K::nvll and Disposal of Vehicles Regulations, 1967, )

‘Fowr more Lagd Rovers were taken into use for removal purposes, bringing
the tatal tumber of removal vehicles i use t0 twelve. e of

Anthority was reocived to emplay civilisas on semoval duties In pl ei !
polive officers, drd 10 men were in post and undergoing tralalng at thc cnd of
the year. .
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Road Safeiy

En the course 012,894 vilts to schools, the road safety leas gave 8,355 lectures
and 2,818 practical demonstrations to school children. Thesg figures represent
a slight inorease in activity compared with the previous year but the objective of
visiting every school within the Metwopolitan Polioe District at least once &
year was ugain not achicved. Allinfants and junior schools were covered but
it was again found that many senjor schools were unable to it in a visit without
undus interference with seliool work.

The Local Authorities taking part in the National Cysling Proficiency Scheme
continued to mnke progress in reorniting voluniary instructors bt it was
necessary for members of the oad safety teams to spend over 5,000 man-hours
in training nnd tosting child cychists. The esmy also contisued to take partinthe
RAC/ACU scheme for training motar cyclists, jocally organited road safety
events and funiar deiving instruction schemes.

The annual » Roscbowd ** competition for road safely displays was won for
tho third year in succession by the Junior Accident Prevention Counci: ftom the
London Borough af Sutton,

The RoaderaRl Exhibitlon was shown in departowent stores, public halls,
motor showroons, 1¢., in fourtoen different arcas for periods ranging from six
10 nintteen days,

Teaflic Support Group

For reasons of national sconomy referred o elsewhers in this Report, recruits
ment of traffic wandens was restricted until the end of the financial year 1968769
to the number required to maintain the steength at 1,260 (iotluding 110 senior
troffic wardens),

The ions meant that plans had tu beshelved for posting tralhic wardens
to suburban areas for enft dutics in ¢l ys and other * no waiting *
strects and to assist the polics with point snd schoo! crossing duties. Byadopling
& mote ceonomical system of manning existing controfied parking Zoncs,
however, it was found pastible to make sufficient wardens avatlabls to comple-
ment six acw controlled parking zones—three in the City of Westminster, (wo
in the Royal-Berough of Kensington and Chelsea and one in the town centre
of Bromley. Specia} parking facilities for resldents were provided in all but the
Inst-named zone. In Bramley, only the walting and loading resirictions are
enforced by traffic wardens: the parking meters are supctvised by attendants
employed by the lacal authority,

Residents® parking places

One of the two systéms adopted so far for restricting the use of residents’
parking plnces to the people for whom they ate intended—referred to in fast
year's Report—has proved to be less straightf from the enf
paint of view than had been lioped, and {nstances of fraudulent usc of parking
tokens i came {0 noties, Simplicity and uniformity in the
is important if parking i8 1o be propesly controlled by traffic wardens uting
flxed penalty notices, and this matter is frequently under review by officers of the
Traffic Depurtnient and the Greater London Councli,

ki

38,597, anincreass of
ber of traffic 6ffences dealt with by arrest was 38,592, anincre

4, szge (‘l‘;f: pet cent) on the provious year's figuse, The aumber dealt wx\hiby
sx'tmmoul was 222,903, an increase of 3,102 (14 per cent), and by written caution
32,996, a decrease of 1,473 (4-3 per cont), o o o wich

e includes 19,298 (11,452 in 1967) for offences for whiel

iy pi‘é‘.‘ff;".?&ﬁ‘;"m een sucd and 11303 (9,42 in 1967) for Riting to
pay cxosss meter chasges incarred In controlled parkiog zomes whers traffic
wardens fssus excess chargo notices. . one

The ipal offeaccs in respoct of whie‘h summOnses OF written cautio
were im ,:xld Increascs and it with 1962, are
shows in Table 7.of Appendix 3.

The number of verbal warnings given to alt clnsses of road user was 386,::'85
{12-3 per cent fewer than in 1967). Th Juded 15,372 for bad or e
ate driving or siding, 33,504 i‘o:j excessive speed, 2.?7.046 for obsgxua;on .for

breaches of the lightiag regulatl y
iﬁggg! the !‘i‘f:h;ay éodgfuugum to observe pcdcsm:;x contrailed sigals,
tte., numbered 6,230, )
63 prosecutions for causing desth by dangerout driving (103 in
!92’})”:;:!;; cu; were sent for toal. During tho year 70 persons (ﬁx in
1967) wero convicied of this offonce 8o & Tesult of 106 cascs (some outstandisg
from 1967) being hoand at tho higher courts.

Drink and driving

Procecd! taken for driving or attempting to drive or being in charge
ofa matornvs:hmewhm unfit {u diive through drink or drugs, or with o blood
alcohal concentrution nbove the prescribed kimit In 5,200 nses, 2.!60:\;{;
than o 1967, Thoro wers 4,394 convictions ot Magistrates® courts on
cases sent for tnal, 339 cases, including somo cutstanding from 1967, were
hieard at higher courts resulting it 196 convictions. 145 ycrsm:is c:e;:{s:;i;;;z\d'

i the sentences Were Susper:
:ﬂ%‘ix‘;?:’:hn: m:n:\som year, aad I!:;xev‘\wr; 4,186 a-‘r'}.ﬂ&fg":;
i for holding or obtaining a driving licence, X
fﬁ&m’ﬂﬁ;&& w?i:h 4% in 1967, for being under the iufluence of drink
zr drugs when riding or being in charge of & bicycle and &} resulted in con-
victions.,
wexe required to take & breath test during the
y“'l:n 33"3%'1?&;"&:3 [ dr:; The num\:c; t&s; ;t:la)d;!‘l,{ ;hb‘;ufg:#
i i ared wit in .
the your, veaching 1,274 in Dreember (comp e atin
78+8 per cent of the drivers were required to u l!u:ving g P oo
in stanplag n vebice,cta, avd ae pc;o;a;(.ﬁo cent) negative. OF the tests
(68+4 por cent) wero positive and 3,029 (31+6 per A B s
ine months of the year, 71-§ per dint were pi
?;mdsgl;b;!s}?;;ﬁm duriog the fimt !hr;e monthks, The reason fo;g\e
higher proportion of positive resuits a3 the months weat by may have heen
that mgm drivees slipped back doto ofd and less restrained drinking habits,
thus putting themscives aliove the prescaibed lmit,
”
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Figures show also that the number of drivers who gave a blood or urine
apecimen nod who were found to be above the limit roso steadily,

The resuits of beeath tests, analyses of spocimeans, eto., arc shown In Tabla 8
of Appendix 3,

Driving while disqualified

Disqualification was imposed on 15,885 drivers compared with 16,487 in
1567, 20,851 in 1966 and 20,368 in 1965,

The index of disqualified drivers, set up in 1967, continued to be of Breat
help to the police, and about 158 enquirics {compared with 100 in 1967) were
received from Metropolitan Police offferrs cach week:s sbout a quarter of the

drivers were foussd (@ be disqualified and were arrested—the same praportion
as iast year.

Vehicle exclse offences

Although enforcement of vehicls excise Jaw is a matter primarily for local
horities, it is est) that the M fitan Police seat to the Greater
Londan Council some 175,000 reports of suspocted excise offences dwing the
year. The Trantport Act, 1968, created an absolute offence of using or keeping
on 4 publiv rond a reckinleally propeifed vehicle for which duty is chargaable,
without a ficence for the vehicle being displayed (witsther & lioente is in fact in
force or not). When the appropriate section of the Act is brought into force,

it will be possible to enforco this new faw by issving fixed pensity notices,

Central Ticket Office

A comyp d to deal with of fixed penalties and excess
charges ond with enquiries relating to the identification and prasecution of
drivers who tecelve fixed penaity ond exosss chargs notioes but do not pay was
installed at the Central Ticket Office in May and the traasition from manual to
automatic processing of notices began it Jume. By the end of the year, all
notfoes Issued by traific wardens in the inner Londan commission ates (amoont-
ing 10 some 4,000 a dny) being by th y and
were in hand for be extended 1y to notices
issued by traffio wardens in the four outer commission nress and to all notioss
issued by police officers.

In the Interests of cconomy, the sirength of the Contral Ticket Office stafl
was lirited until the end of the financial yeor I968/69 to the trumbes in post on.
st January, 3968, It wos nEOESSArY to impose ictions on the
ust of fixed penalty notices by polioe officers in order to keep proossting sapacity
available for dealing with the notices to be issued by teafis wardens in six new
controlled parking zanes.

These resteictions account for the decrease in the number of fixed penally
notices issued by police officers from 114,950 in 1967 to 92,643 in 1968, The
aumber of fixed penulty notices issucd by trafic wardens duriag the year wis
511,073, an increase of 166,174 over the previous year's gure, Fall particulars
are shown in Table 9 of Appendix 3,

“The total number of fixed penalty notices issued by pollce officers and trafie
wardens was 603,716, an fncrease of 143,867 {or 31-3 per cent) over the 1967

"

figure, Of the recipients of these notices, 230 per cent gnid within 21 days and
22+4 per cent paid later, the corresponding proportions in 1967 being 30-8 per
cent and 224 per cont respectively, Payment was excused ar could not be
cnforced in respect of 291 per cent of the notices issued (20-6 per cont i 1967)
and procesdings were instituted in respect of 1+4 per oent (2-5 pler cont ia 1967).
The proportion of notices outstanding on 3ist Deccmber was 24+1 per cont
compared with 23-7 por cent a year carlicr, Diplomatic immunity accounted for
oae-ninth of the excused payments. Full pantioulars are shown in Table 10,

In the controlled parking zoses in which trffic wardens supervised parking
meters on behalf of the local authority, 445,710 excess charge notices were
issued, or 53,403 {13+6 per cem) more than in the previous yeas, By theend of
thic year, 59+9 per cent of the churges had been paid compated with 6840 per cent
in 1967. Payment was excused or coold not be enforced in respect of 193 per
cent of the notices (18- 2 per cent in 1967) and procecdings were Instituted by the
Central Ticket Offics in respect of 1-7 per cent (15 yer cent in 3967), leaving
19+1 per cent ouistanding at the cod of the year (14-2 per cent in 1967).

The combined total of fixed penally ond oxeess charge notices (1,049,426)
exceeded the one million mark for the first time,

As 1 bave pointed out in Chapter 1, the continued decrense in voluntary
payment of fixed penaltics, the ineflzcliveness of the lcx}g(h;: and expentive
proceduse for trucing offendors and the goteworthy deterioration of cificiency
in the system s & whole is cousing Inereasing concern.

ew Teglslation
New Vehicle naise

In July, new nojse regulations, whith specify certain noise lcv_e!s for. vehicles
and require 8 nolte meter for roforcement, come into aperation. They are

dditionad 1o the ions prohibiting excessive noise; which remain in foree,
Before tho now took effect, politun Police amucn.amnded
a1 several sites where Ministry of Transport vehicle examiners, using nolsc
msten, carried out roadside checks of vehicles, Polico assisted by stopping
veHicles if the noise Tevel was sbove the permitted limit and drawing the drivers’
attention to the fact. Severs} hundreds of vehicles were checked but very few
exceeded the maximum Jevel,

m obscrvation at the proliminary checks & number of difficultics came to
nofi:. For instance, the cquipment can be set up ozly where there Is unol?-
strusted spate around the microphone and it is wasteful of manpowes, neecssi
tating three men being on duty at the roadside. I the road is wet and tyre aolss
increases, or snother nofsy vehicls is near the one being ehecked, the reading
on the meter }s put ont. From Apsil 1970, however, new vehicles will have to be
s constructed that they do not exceed the maximam permitted nolso fovels.

FPrivate hlre cars
From 15th July, under the London Cab Act, it bw:m_? un ?_m:nn:‘ 1 disp!e‘
an private hire gen signs showing the wons * taxl,” " eab®* or " for hire™
Advortiscments fssued on or after thiat date, indicating that cars may be hired
on applying 1o an address of telephone numbet of premises in the Mi\l’cpo}sun
Police District or the City of London, may not include the word “taxi ® or
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* cab™, unless tho advertisement refates to Tccnsed cabs or makes it cler that
the vehicles to which it refates are private hire cars, not licensed cabs. A number
of cautions aad warnings were given in respect of these offences and convictions
were ohinined in severnl cases where proecedings were taken.

Flating and testing of heavy goods vekicles

In December, Part I of tho Road Safety Act became cffective for heavy
goods vehicles over 3 tons w.w, registered before January 1958, Such vehicles
have to display a plate showing certain particulars and to be tested st Ministry
of Transport testing stations. Enforcement is undertaken primoxily by Minisiry
wvehicle examinens but in the Metropolitan Police District police tnke sofion if &
vehicle that should have & plnte ditplnyed comes 1o police notice becguse it has
been involved in aa accident or becauss its brakes, tyres, cie., ore defoctive,

Public caszinpes
Cabs

The number of cabs licensed during the year was 8,118, Of this wotal, sil but
410 were Austins ond 1,167 were new vebicles. The proportion with diesel
engines (897 per cent) was slightly lower that ia 1967, Under the sged cab
scheme, 450 cabs first licensed in 1958 wero due for specitl ipspection but only
31 were presented. All of these wero Hoensed. OF the sabs Licensed in 1968,
635 per cent were first Hoensed on or after Ist Jannary, 1964,

On 3tat December there swere 7,810 cabs {u service, or 239 more than 2 year
caglier. ‘This total included 901 cabs fitted with two-way radio, of which 819
were operating in central London on two separate elicuits, The number of
owners was 3,913 of whom 3,532 were owncr-drivers. These figures were regped-
tively 91 and 104 Tower than ot the end of 1967, Fleets of onc handred or more
caby rematned ot six.

Cabs reported vnfit during the year numbered 3,827 compared with 3,681
in 1967, an increaso which was in line with the incrense in the number of cabs.
The emission of black smoke accounted for oearly one-quarter of ail defects.
The proportion of cabs allowed to remain in service provided that defects were
semediod within 48 hours was 23-9 per cont. This was nuch the same proportion
s in 1967,

No cab liocnoes were suspended of sevoked during the year but 74 owners
were warged for various offences,

Taximeter tosts numbered 11,323, n slight increase on the prevous year's
figure, dut refections fell from 170 to 118 which represents a rate of little more
!h::g: I per cent. Oaly two companies now supply meters to the London taxf
trade.

A new fare taniff came into forer on 16th December, Besides giving effect to
a genernl incrense In fares, the fisst since Febroary, 1964, it nlso preseribed for
the first time the fares payablo for fourncys of over six miles in length wholly
within the Metrapolitan Polioc District or the City of London which had hitherto
been subject to negotiation between the driver and the hirer. Until the Stting
of medified meters is completed, probably in Februry, 1970, the new fures are
belng chowa by means of official conversion tabls,

k3

The concession in favour of caba of the private car type that were opsrating
in the former Borough of Romford and the Urban District of Homchuech
before these areus were incorporated in the Meiropotitan Police District expired
oa 3st March. OF the 153 vehicles tken aver i 1965, only 55 were eventually
roplaged by London type cabs.

Cab ranks

Eight new ranks were appointed, 13 existing rubks were cancelied and 19 were
altered. The net reduction of five ranks braught the total at the cod of the year
10477, These could secommodate 2,889 caby, or 104 fewer than rabk epace was
availablc for at the end of 1967,

Offences by esb drivers
The number of procecdings taken against cab drivers under the spesiaf

relating to cabs f 10 573, The priscipal offcnces stc shown
in the following table:—
1968 ! 1981
aft —
- No.of  No.of | No.of No. of
i :
aximctegoffnees .. .. .o 106 1 % 1] ne
reqarding cab rink regwationt 9 a4 &
Retunas % Hed oolB B % ]
iyl clnbere shdn at ek 10 “ ] kid 36 b
2
Tegabfars o e e 44 ? ] 2
Uing ineglting language . .. 24 13 0
&:“%v’iuu&pnmn . LS ‘ s 5 £
Buses and coaches

Traffic Commissioner for the Metsopolitan Avea referred 2,740 appli-
cam from the ;.nondon Teansport Board for new or altered routes. Many of
these related 10 the introduction of * Red Arrow ** and other services invalving
the wic of onc-man operated single deck buses. Extea care was cafled for in
surveying routes for these vehicles as they are both wider and longer than the
double deckers they replace. Some complaints were reccived from the public
during the year that one-man operated buses ohstruet the free flaw of generat
taffic by remaining stationary for fong periods while the driver is collectiog
fares,

“Thio Tenffic Convmissioner also.seferred 3,597 applications in respect of routes
from coach Gperatars other than the London Transport Boned and consulted
the Stopping Places Advisory Committee about the siting of bus stops, bays,
shelters, cic., at 262 places., )

Applications for advice and from con(;‘n:t consh npe‘uwft se:h:lg‘

own and pick up pastics of sightseers, theatregoen, o, in !
fo;::w: numberedps.m.?nn inocense on 793 on the previous year's figore.
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Testing amd Hoensing-of deivers aid coRdictonrs - | o [

During the year, 23,844 Hocrioes were granted to cab-drivins and 1 ditvere

and conductors of public service vehicies, and 132 npp}!eulm \mt ‘rofyped,
and fons of licenoes numb

The number of licences granted to cab dﬂvm was 4,430 mmpcm! wﬂh
4,489 in 1967 and 3,755 in 1966, On 315t Docember, there were 12,348 Loen
cab drivers, or 158 for every 100 cabs in :crviac OFf the 742 ngphcwu ot ub
drivers’ Hoenoes (857 in 1967) who were given driving tosts during the. year, 550
passed and 152 failed, comptred with 684 and 173 respectively in 1967, New
candidates applying to take the * Koowledge of London " examination mmu
bered 1,627, There were 613 successful candidates, incleding 109 who we
mled suburban livences and 18 suburban drivers who qualmed for ful} l.umlun
Ticenees.

The number of licences granted to drivers of public servico vehiclos was
11,620 compared with 11,646 in 19567 and 12,131 in 1966, Of tho 480 applicants
for such licences (364 In 1967) who were given driving testa dusing the year,
350 passed and 130 failed ‘with 382 and 82 in 1967,

The number of licences grantsd to conductors of public serﬁee vehicies wrs
7,794, compared with 8,690 in 1967 and 9,267 in 1966,

Pollod enquiries were made aboiit 3,385 apparently shandoned yehicles, 866
fewer than Iast year, Local suthoeities removed and disposed of 2,299 of them,

Msdwﬂcﬁnolmmm

- There wece 42,000 applications for. particulars of street accidents from parties
interested in civil disims, 919 more thao in 1967,

ABeos
‘l'be number of sliens mxcd’ the Matrppolitan Police Dlstrict on 3lst
, 1968, was 92,915 wmpu";a with 94,244 dn 18t Jlnnuy, 1968, The
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One hundred and one persons were dealt with by the eourts for ofiences
against the Aliens Acte and Orders as folfows:—

10 and d for dep 9
ded sentence and for i o 1’
Sentenced to imprisonment only . . . PR |
Recommended for deportation only .. . o2
Fined and recommended for deportation .. . « I8
Fined only e ee e s . . .
Discharged conditionally under the Criminal Justice Act 1948
and recommended for depostation ., . . .. 8
Discharged conditionally .- . . . oo
Dischurged absolutely . P . o ]

Sixty-seven male and three female alicns were required to Ieave the United
Kingdom under deportation orders enforced by the Metropolitan Police,

Arrests acd summonses

The number of persans arrested ln the Melropolitun Police District aed dealt
with by the courts was 133,528 an increase of 2615 or 6.0 per cent compared
with 1967, Of these, 3948 per cent were dealt with for indictable offences,
28+3 per cent for drunkenness offences and 31-9 per cent for other non-indictable
offences. Fusther details regarding arrests are given in Appendix 4, Table 2.

The total number of sumaonses issued at the instance of the Metropolitan
Police during 1968 was 224,956 compared with 222,291 in 1957, Furthet detaily
are given in Appendix 4, Table 3,

Betting, gaming and lotteries

‘Thirteen warrants in sespect of unlawful betting were cxecuted s compaced
with 7 in 1967. Twelve cases wero declded dutring tha year and fines and costs
impased by the couris totalfed £1,715 175, 3d. For the third consecutive year
no case of strect betting was reported,

Once hundred and five gaming warrants were executed compared with 96 in
1967. ‘Thirty-six of the warrants related to gaming with cards, 7 to pai-keu, 2 to
cards and dice together, 3 ta couleite, 1 to reulette and card bingo fogether,
2 to card bingo, and 1 to hingo; 53 related to gaming on machives. During the
year, 96 cases weee declded. o addition, 70 cases conseraiag roulelte, craps,
€to., in casino-type clubs were p d by way of 5t of which
were i:md in 1968. At the end of the year s number of cases wers subjest to
appeal,

Fines and costs imposed by the courts in respect of gaming amounted to
£l2>9;’lml,‘h. 4d., and orders for the destruction of 42 machines sud the sale of 9
were made.

No wacrants wero executed in cennection with [otieries,

Cluks

At 3tst December, 1968, there wero 2,815 clubs operating under rogisteation
certificates and 341 clubs opevating under Justices ticences. The combined total
of 3,356 clubs showed au increase of 30 on the prévious year.

]

Twelve raits were made on registered clubs, 37 on licensed clubs and 4 on
clubs that were neither registered nor licensed. Proceedings were comploted in
vespect of 43 cases (some of which arose from ralds carried out in 1967), snd
fines and costs totalling £5,571 55, 0d, were imposed.

Commonweslth cliizens

Diepontation orders in respect of 172 men and 7 women (162 men and 3
women in 1967) were enforced by the Metropolitan Police. l1n addition, 131
male and 52 female Commonwenlth citizens (117 male and 2 female i 1967)
were repatristed,

Druakenness
During the year there were 37,751 arrests (34,566 men ood 3,185 wonien) and
$56 L oy ¥ and k with

2 or
3,285 more arrests and 2472 moro convictions thas in 1967, In addition, 679
persons charged vith other offences were also charged with drunkenness,
resulting in 603 convictions. Further compartive figuces of arrests are given fn
Appendix 4, Table 4.

The foregoing Agurcs do nol include persons prosecuted fior being under the
influence of drink or drugs when driving or fn chavge of vehicles.

There were also 12 cases of drunkenness attributsble to drinking surgical
spirit and [0 cascs aftributoble to drinking methylated spirits. Al those involved
were men.

Of persons convicted of drunkenness 1,838 were aged between 18 and 21
1,773 males and 63 females), and 288 were under 1B years of uge (272 males
and 16 females),

Fircarms

The aumber of new Hrennn certificates granted was 1.907 and 3,288 cxpired
oertificates were renewed. Two hundred and thirty-four new applications, 82
applications for renewal and 33 for varintion of ccpiﬂmm were rofused, coms
pared with 183, 93 and 33 i in 195). Five ccntil were revoked
and 1,744 were caneelled, There were 3 appeals to Quarter Sesslons, one of
which was pllowed on a technical point. Al the end of 1968 there were 15097
current fireacm ceriificates, an increase of 163 comparcd with 1967,

"Tho number of dealors registered with the Force on 3)st Decembes was 382,
an increase of 12 over the previous year's figure, Twenty-soven denlers hud thelr
certificates cancelied because they ceased to trade in firearm, and four appli-
catfons for registration were reflsed.

Four hundred and eighty-cight persons harged or dealt with by n
under the Firearms Acts, 1937, 1965 and 1968, and 129 cautions were adminis-
tered. In addition, 26 persons were dealt with by summons. under tkg Melgo-v
politan Police Act, 1839 ar the Highways Act, 1959, mainly in connection with
misuse of alr weapons, and 30 others wete cantioned. Under the Ale Guns and
Shot Guns, ete., Act 1962 and Firearms Act, 1958, which superseded it from tst
August, proceedings wers taken ngainst 79 persons, and 18] others were cau-
ticaed.
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In response to the national appeat to the public to surrender illegally beld or

unwanted ficearms acd ammunition during an amnesty period of three manths
starting on fst February, 2,145 Brearmg (including 1,167 pistols and revolvers)
and 73,345 rounds of ammunition were surrendezed to this Force. In nddition,
during the rest of the year 2,061 other firearms (including 1,091 pistoli and
evolvers and 345 shot guns) were surrendered or confiscated, and small shells,
grenades and assorted ammunition amounting fo a further 101,903 rounds wern
feceived,

Under the provisions of the Criminal Justice Act, 1967, which cams into force
on the Ist Moy, 1968, a certificate was required for the postession of a shot gun,
This requirement was fater incorporated in the Fircarms Aot 1968, The total
number of such certificates issued up 10 315t December, 1968, was 25,877,
i ing 189 shost-t visiton® i Cne bundred and sixty-four
applications were refosed and four ocrtificates were revoked. Thres notoes of
appeal to Quarier Sessions against refusal to grant & shot gun centificats wero
received ; two of theappeals wi d the other was later d

Houweto-louse collections

Nincty-three leences {ten less than in 1967} were issued. The number of
centificaics of exemption lisyed for focal and teansitory collections was 494 ag
compared with 482 in 1962,

Licensed premises

Apart from the clubs previously mentioned which operate under a Justioes'
licence, there were, at the end of the year, 8,240 premises licensed for the sale of
intoxicating liq’u’or for consumgion on the premises and, of these, 1,666 had

or licenves. The
number of * off  ticensed premises was 3,636,

During the year 59,823 (59,905 in 1967) specia! orders of exemption were
granted to Hecnsed premises and clubs of which 20,843 (20,450 in 1967) were for
the Christmas and New Year period.

Lost dogs

1n addition to the large number of sty dogs which wers restored to their
owners within 4 few houss of being found, 13,950 were sent to the Dogs’ Home,
Batfersea, $42 mose than in 1967,

Last property

There was a slight increase in the number of artizles, 14,307, found in cabs
sad deposited with the police. Five thousand six hundred and six {or 392 per
ecnt) wete nstored to their owners and 4,234 (or 2946 per cent) were given back
o theeah dri ho depostied them, ) Tatmed disposed
of genenally by sale. Articles found In the street and deposited with the police
totalled 124,388, & drop of 2,591 compared with 1967, while losses reported to
police armounted to 118,807 items, an increase of 3,023. Forty-six thousand six
hundred and nincty-ons items of this property were restored to the losers,

82

Mising Parsons

During the 2,780 petsons reported as missing were regarded as being
genuinely missing and were recorded in the Meteopolitan Poioe Index of Missing
Persons. A number of other persons who had feft their homes were aot oon-
sidered to be genuinely missiog because they returned home of their own accord
afler a very short interval or were adults who had eft their homes after domestic
trouble and there was no reasog to think that harm bad befallen them. fn
addition BI7 cases of misving persons were plced in the Index at thic request of
provincinl potics lorees,

Pedinrs

At the end of 1968 these were 966 pediass’ certificates current, 151 fower than
in the previous year.

Street collections

On the recommendation of the Advisory Committee, permits were granted
for 78 collections of which 19 covercd the whole of the Metrapolitan Police
District.  The remainder were local.

Vagrancy
Two hundred and twenty-cight pemons (213 men and 13 women) were
with begging, compared with 305 in 1967, Onc hundred and sixty
‘persons (145 men and 15 women) were charged under the Vagrancy Act, 1824,
as amended in 1933, with sleeping out, as compared with 265 in 1967,
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APPENDIX 3
TABLE |

Accidents tnvolrng death or personal Infury since 1959

[ Number of accidents involving death or { Increase or decrease
personal injury

on previous year
Year
i
s ; Fami Sevious { Siight Total | Numbee | Fer cent
1959 7 | 1028 | 4n01 %0 - -
1960 o | 0| 8 B e 13
1961 s | 10319 | &304 § o - - 1389 1
1265 Tis | i | e | Wan T DN T 34
1554 663 | 0s9e | 50200 .g% + :.'m' 35
1963 Poms o meso | sane | e6on | - o234 33
1966 o 8% 1 WL | 9ue | 60308 { - Y| - 38
1567 G i o521 | 4sad | ss30 | - asie| - 78
1968 o 683 | 5304 | 4594 [ seose [+ sl4 06
. ) i

*Takes into scoount ascidents In 1984, (n that part of Exex now within the Metapotitan
Polin District.

TABLE 2
Monthly sccident totals
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APPENDK 3
TABLE 3

Avchient charscteistics
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coming 1 | W & 7};’ 2 33, il
 seveid e | naua 1950 T
- i [ 1, 24 i3
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TABLE 4
Vehleles lnvolred in accldents
MNumnbers, Pereenurges ol Percentage
i 1

Types of Vebicle _Mﬂm_-._;@j__. inerease or
1958 \ 1961 1969 } 63 in 1968
eyles 5, sn | 64 65 | - 12
trey e ! 1261 12 ! SR ¥ |
Moior 50005rs. 4200 L300 A6 37 | o~ 193
Motor cycles +. sO13 | 6063 | &6 ; 6T |~ &
M oned st | @ m | o4 05 | - 294
Casandeabs . syasee | s2as8e| 1 | ;7 ) o« 32
Busex and coaches ., 5816 S6 64 59 4+ 94
O e omt e .1 a0s | em | wE 85 | 4 am
O fpombiteotod on | ggel 211 27 | - 2o
oeb,,t Gl MR H OB @
S e | ioa | of 01 !} a3
Alitypes o .. .| MG ! 90564 | 1000 | 1000 {4 2%

“Ons 0 mors cabs wer lvolved I 1,142 rocidents in 1968 xnd in 1,067 socidents (ravised)
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TABLE 5
TABLE ?
Deaths and infories by claases of roxd users
Traflic offences.
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TABLE 8 TABLE ¢

Quarieely statistics of bresth tests, anslyses of specimens, cic. Fixod penslty potices
1968 196 o ket 1
. ; l"‘:‘" e 3 -y "‘2“ B g : 1967 h‘:"‘“
AR LA o | T T

|

|

A e penas oo oo boch

ota} aired 1o give
318 o7 m&:ﬁmﬂc 3.& i‘l? A,
1960 o | 82 ] 2493 | 2866 | 30 | 1568
Breath teas negative . - . n 103 633 837 | 12713
B.rmhhsz pouitive - ae o RO4 onses | 788 | 2133 | el
El 235 M

Breath test refused . iss ™
Ar:?&mumtmmmmss T Aﬂ,

- 38907 1153,308 14 0,369 04
;o mbst's e

A }\W

van | o | aan o tese

210,10 [ 1arsse [+ ronges 301 haiteso
9] 050w

2 L ssiotan
ki n} ik
ey vm.m w376 [ival

.

Total persans wrrestedfreported | LI | 19 | 2025 | 2481 | 1,298

A‘Mm A'ﬂi)"\'f Amuh tests ot Stationr E
Breaths test negative . 198 263 288 201
Blood s 14 ] 0,603 193§ 9%
Unine speximen given . B 9 m E
Specimen refused . o i oW i W

Toulh .. .. .. 1780 | 2007 | 2448 | 1,29

TABLE 10
Analysis o) as 1
Sl - - sl B e R
e as N K F X of penaliles
ﬂf&&%&&‘gﬁ“’m} I ERT- UN IO T At
w68 1967

5
Totat sralyses, otc. - .1 1o i 1518 | 1693 | 2088 I 1017

 Number | Percent | Number | Pereont

i

- - i

Paid— |
i e e e BB 20 | el 30
w0 PR BT 1S B
"p.‘ym ced e vIsmE 2 sess | 206
Procecaings ins Loy Jgust b4 dsnl ) 28
outstanding on nn Doecmm P S A A S I
AR pemalies e e e ] BBAI6| WOT | 4mmz] 1000
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TABLE 1
Slckneas fosses
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APPENDIX 4
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n e | &
TS TR ] ) 3
Wl - 20w 29[ 34 o

f x
“Fried at Assizes or Quariex Seavions)

Number of
PETILTS ¢

Dealt with a1 Ass.zes ot

off

P 1
w] b el e 74
T ki o + B 408

- | Haa I 3]+ 7

the Magistrates” Courts wnd therefore it s i
. W &
%

Scotfor | Ottherwiss:

TABLE 2
with at Assizes o1
tount is made of the 2

Persoms xrrested for all offences

[ore:

Clege

withdrawsn or
domissed

S

the yoas, Brespoctive of the yoar in which they wese brough
-saram*mmwmuhmmmm.

556
1
108 ' .| :
!
Deakk withs a1 Magistenres Courty

i Dealt with a1 Maghtratey' Courty

r
| ol sunber of |
[t)m\i:cd

auxsied | -
V
ex” Courts, () who failed 10 2ppcar st court afics bing released on

(o) who were hianded over 10 excorty, (5) whosc cases were adjourned siee die, (c) absoonded,

Prics b Janpazy, 1964, the pamber of pesons aoested and dealt
£ , oewandy, & pow mxthod of recording was mureduced i
nchuding
froxn
&2 Assizes or Quarier Sessions a1 the cad of he year,

under
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