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REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF BOLICE
THE METROPOLIS: FOR THE YEAR. 1978

New Ségilind Yard
Brosdwxy.

London X
‘SWIH 0BG

3rd May 1979

TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE THE SECRETARY OF STATE
FOR THE HOME DEPARTMENT.

Sik
1 have the honour to submit the foflowing report on e palice .of the
Metropolis for the year ended 31st December 1978,

1 have the honour 1o be,
Sir,
Your abedieni Servant,

DaAviD McNBE i
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CHAFTER !
The Year under Review

ntrodoction
1978 provided some gmund: for misfuﬂen, if none for complesensy,

The onmbes uf flictable crimes reported in the Metropofitan Polies iitrict
{ell, albeit marginally, for the ﬁmt time for sight years, Now we must ensure
that crime continues to falf; It is still for 100 high. Ammu;h we had to ﬂul
with an dented number of d and

disputes there was no major breakdawn aof public order. Despite the efforts of
political extremists of both left and 1ight to exacerbate rasial tensions and to
alienate the minority communities from the polics, there wero welcome signs
of progress and improved understanding: that progress must be maintained.
Thete was s welvome reduction in the overall nusmber of road aocideats, although
the improvement was marred by 3 distressing increase in the number of fatatities,

These are imporfant trends in operational policing, not least because they
provide u cotterete rebuttal of the erroncons view, publicly sived dusing the year,
thint there hind been & breakdown of Jew and onder in Londoa. Important as the
trends are, however, it will not be for them that 1978 is.cemembered, From the
point of view of the police service 85 a whole, and the Metropolitan Police fn

at, the most important event Jast year wss the Tnquiry into Police Pay
undertaken by Lord Edmand-Davies and his-Committes.

‘Ax 1 indloatad last year it did vot ukeme )ong after becomiag Commissioner
to be convinced that the natury in London justified Metropolitan
Polize officers being given 2 mbsunm pay lead aver theiy colleagass in other
forses, | 5ald this in my written evidence to Lord Edmund.Davies submitted at
1he beginning of Pebruary and agaln when § appeared before the Committee
to give oral evidence,

Although the Committee thought that the poffee servise should continue to
have nationa! rates of pay they recognised the speclal difficalties of the Metro-
polis and recommended ot ealy ths retention of the cxisting pensionable
London weighting ot aleo the payment of & oW non-pem!on;bie allowance
of £650 & year fo help combut That istobe
kept under review in the light of nmpowcr treads,

Manpower
The. Committec’s report was published in July and thelr recommendations
were accepted by the Government for implementation In two stages, The firt
stage came into cffcct on 1st Scplember 1973, Following that these was an
encouraging upsurge in tecruitment to the Force and a significant reduction lo
premature wastage. So much so that  net loss of neacly 400 officers at the end
of August was almost entirely muped during the last four months of the year.
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In thelr report the Comumittes anticipated the posuibifity that the Government
might decide to phase implementation of the pay award. In order fo- avold
Ijustioe to officers retiring during the perjod of phasing they suggested that
{und ¥ usc their words)—

“Provision should bo made that those whe retire with 8 pension entitfement
during s period-of phasing should have that peaslon based on ths uversgn
penslonable pay which they would have recsived if aur award bad been
fully implemented from st September 19787,

The practical offect of this pmvmun is ﬂm officers eﬁgjue lo n:um o likely
to defer retirement, at least uatil 5 1979, &
finpncial benefit at the new ram of pav. The shmiﬂunl drop in wastage lo
which [ referred may be explained fa part by tids p

Therefore, whilst the recommendations of Lord Edmund-Davies and his
Comemittee have achieved the desired effect in the short term, it remains ta be
seen whether they will be equally effective aver a fonger pcriod. In September

ether conditions of service in the private sector are considersbly more attractive
than thoss of the Civil Service with whish the Metropolitan Pollee civil st
is linked. Genemi with these was fested during 1978 not
only by Bigh wumgc but also by industrial action by some sections of the staff,
However, the dedication and loyalty of the great majority has been magnificent.
Only a substanddal improvewent in civil staff pay and conditions of service is
Likely to changs things significantly for the better.

The release of officcts for opcrational duties in order to make the strects of
London safer for cvcrybody was my overriding objective thronghout the year,
aad will contiaue t0 b When X fook np appointment as Commiscioner, &
comprehensive roview of the organisation was already well under way., Tho aitn

was 1o find better ways of Hing polivy acd it
between the Comwioncr md bis operational sergeants and constables on
the streets. The ! concept under was based on &

Pt
made 10 years easlier by a finn of sunagemont consultants

1972 more than 2,000 Metropalitan officers will be eligible for reti Itis
& matter 6f conjecture how maay of those officers will choose te retiro, or fiow
far the improvement In recrultment will offsel any largesscalo retitement at
that time. Given that palice pay now hus an in-bullt protection against inflatlon,
however, with pay updated (n lnwrdm with chianges in averago camings tuh

that the Metropolitan Police should be structured around cight “super™
divisions, each commanded by a chief officer who would be directly responsible
10 the Commissfoner and kis senior officers,

Whilst the shortening of the chuins of comnnnd {n the upper fevels of the

year and tho first 1979, Lam fon would have i d control, it seemed to me thot,
about future mds. mx imism is d by the fact that, far from relaasing officers for eperationsl duties, thc schcm: would nctunny

a welco! of the fataks of cldeu was fn- increase the pumbers in jobs,
ereased {0 3 ceco:d Icvct. with the praspect of an enbiaoed How of The introduction of “Super 87, a8 it had become Imovm within the Foroe,
rectuits from the Cadet Corpa, woukd have been at the cost of 2 major orgunisational upheaval over & period

Despite these encouraging tremds, there is no doubt that a great many more
poifos ullicers are nevdad if the Metropolis Is to be poticed properly and people
provided with the level of proteotion and standard of service thay have come to
expect. The new pay award N designed pmicululy o teduce wastage smong

y for are al 8 premium when
manpower h in shou supply. What the award could not do was fo deal with
other conditions which may nlsa contribute to manpower losses,

1t is, for example, @ matter of grave concern 1o me that many of our police
stations, are now 50 old and inadequate that operational cfliciency is impaired,
sometimes badly, One in svery five police stations was ballt in the 19th century;
more than kalf are over 50 years old, Officers ars too often expected to work in
mmpzd couditions that would not be tolerated by other workers, There is
growing backlog of very necessary malntenance work which cannst be under-
taken because of the lack of funds, Overall thers is an wrideniable and srgent
need for more money, now and over the neat fow yesrs, $o that new stations
can be built snd major alterations and repalrs can be msde to many more
existing premises.

Imdiuppo!nung:hmehnuar beenuucpuunl}ymomtourmuwm
by taking it on the

of suveral years. This at a time when inctesying demands were being made ona
heavily undermannad Force would have seduced efficiency to an unaccoptable
extent, fa Mareh, therefore, T declired my deaision not to go alead with the
idea, At the sams time I niso-deaided that & working party would continue to
study the need for re-organisation of the duties undertaken at Force bead-
quasters and on divislons.
Th i But i of dutions by the working

pasty, which opcrated under the direction of ths Deputy Commlss:omr.
changes wero introduced during. the yw Addmunalrm?omxbilmes were given

to uniform chief C harge of they now control
afl their 1. It ordee to expedita
the kandling of routine lat isionnl fnvestigation teams

were formed, Then towards the end of the year I published sn order to the
¢ffect that from Ist Jaguary 1979 sub-divisions would be retitied divisions and
divisions retitled districts; this chaoge of sities brings the Mctropolitas Polke
fneo line with other police forces,®

Duting the year the modernisation of Thames Division was started, Responsi-
bility for its command was moved to A" Department, the first four of the
mw bo:m weee taken into service and sfage one of tho reorganiation was

y
number of civil staf. Tho probiem Is -m pxedonﬂm.ndy one of how to kcey
staff as premature wastage negates much of the effort deveted to recruitment,
Mot civil staff are cmployed in the inner London arex where remuncration and

2

d with the cfosure of Hampton and Erith stations,

*As this changm did 0ot come iato effect unill 1979, mmmmr«mmm
H%n t:g'ed Dm}uadm this Report axcept whero relarsaces 10 the fatare




The anomaly whereby the officers assipned to persons! protection dutles
with members of the Royal Fumily wero attached fo “A™ Divixion, aithough
under the direct command of the Assistant Commissioney “A" Department,
was removed in July with the formation of & Royalty Protection Branch within
“A" Department. Respamibllity for the physical protection of the Royal
Palaces remains with the local commandot,

On the 12th December 1 atinonaced that & new Foros Inspectorato had been
estiblished to begin its duties on It January 1979, This was the culmination of
discussions 1 initiated with the Homo Office fallowing my declsion earlier in
the year to increace the operational responsibiiity of the four Area Deputy
Assistant Commissioners, who were at that thn responsible for the inspection
of the Force, A Deputy Assistant Comnddssicner with supporting staff was
dppointed as the new Taspector of the Metropolitan Police under the direction
af the Deputy Commissioner, The function of the Inspectorate fs 10 provide &
close and continulng assessment of the efficiency of all units of the Force,
including police branches at beadquariers, in order fo maintaln the bigh
standnrds required.

1t was concern about how bast to maintain high standards of professionntism
in o large pollce foree that prompted my vislt, during the first twa weeka of
August, ta the United States and Japan, My purpose was to look at police
asganisations of a comparable size and with similar policing prebltms to those
af the Metropolilan Police, The welcone aod helplidaess 1 wus affonded by
police in New York, Washingfon, Los Angelcs and Tokyo raado as exhausting
trip worthywhile, Wiilst I saw eothing which led me to intcoducs radical changes
upon my retuen, idens were exchanged and sth metlods d
and discussed aud lossons weré Iearned during the visit, which I ansicipate witf
be of considerable value ta me over the next few yeara. Close links were establishe
?d wcﬁefﬂﬁmﬁ’ of'alf the foroes 1 visited, including the Feders! Bureau of

G tion,

Fetimology
1t was poticeable in both the Unlted States and Japan that more and mos
relinnce is being placed upea compnters as alds to policing. G i

on the new Tnformation Room which will constitute the command centre at
New Scotland Vard, This is saxpected to become operational early in 1981, By
1985 the C d Cantrol i ire Foree,

tocaver

Tralnlog

The new Command and Control system will of course create additional
training needs and make new demands on the Metropolitan Police Training
‘Batablishment at Pec! Centre, During 1978 & trainiag course was developed to
enable the new system to operste oxperimentally on “Y" District early in 1979,
Ins the years abead many thousands of officors will bo trained to use tho new
radlo and computer technology.

Treining s the life blood of an orgonisation. Todsy the need for
professionalitm within the police service is pacamount, Over the past 1§ years
the nature of police work has changed substantlally. It {s now more oncrous,
more complex ond wider in scope. Policemen and women must aot ouly have
&8 thorough grasp of the law; they pmst also undersiand thelr role in the com-
munity and know about the socicty in which they live and wotk if they are to
exercise their discretion wisely and faitly and provide an equitable and pro-

i fessional service. Thoy must know something of forensic science und lnvesti-

gative techniques. Théy must be expert In the uss of the jncreasing amount of
equipment at their disposal. Supervising officers must be skitfed In mansgement
snd feadership.

Although potice training at alf fevels hus acknawledped thess niecessities for
many years and afthouph social studics have Bsen part of the Metropolitan
Polics recuits’ syllabius since 1970, § wag not wholly canvinced thiot we had got
out gxtensive tralning programme absolntely right 1t is csscatial that wo con-
stanily arsess what we are doing. The changing requirements of moders policing
topether with ceriain worrying teends in the numbers of recrults leaving the
Farce whilss undergolng tralning persoaded me that the time wes right for a
wide-ranging exnmination of our recruitment and trainfog methiods, Following
» prelimi i i & by @ sealor potice officer and & pay-
cholopist from the Civil Service Departeent during the autums, I established
& stecring committeo under the chairmanship of the Assistant Commisiloner

Is viewed by some peopls with nlarm. The police service is mot insensitive to
those fears and T ack the need for against misuse. Com-
puters, koweves, offcr great possibilitics for iproving cfficiency in the storge,
setrieval and secusity of records and information and in the control and de-
i of! Planaing conth during 1978 for the new computerised
system of Conunsnd snd Control, The project includes the commissioning of
command centres ot New Scotfand Yard and throughout the Metropolitan
Folice District, nnd will incorporate compater-alded despatch, message-
i o vehicle- systems

ond
together with o redesigned rodlo and line network,

In view of the complexity of the schems, & project team compirising both
pplie:. ond civil staff was entacged during the year and placed under xhz joint
direction of the Assistant Commissioner B Depariment and tha Chief
Enpprcr. The production of delailed systemis’ specifications was the first
teguirement and contrucls wilf be signed in 1979, with wark commencing first

4

il to roview and make recommendstions In respect of recruit-
toent ond tesining. Incloded on the iftes Is & clinfeat an
expert in personnel mansgement from industry and a Home Office
fepresentative.

Community rtlatlons
Tt is vital that view recruits to the Metropolitan Police understand that a
good between wad tho polics ks crucial to cffective

policing. The many letters of support and the numerous donations 1o polics
charities that we received Inat year arc indicators that, in the main, we arc on
ha right lines.

Without the confidence of the public and their co-oparation in preventing
crime, Yecpiug the peace and enforcing the law would be virtually impossible
and cvery police officer must play his or her part in muintaining our genemlly
high reputation. In view of the shanged nature of our society, however, and phe

s
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policiag probloms which fiow from it, the aeed for specialist police community
Haison officers ia now well ished, The nal b of eom
ounity refations to the Mctropolitan Police Is underdined by the lnciusion in
this Repart, for the first time, of a special-chapter dealing with the work of the
Community Relations Branch and community lisison officers.,

As partof the relations p Police officers
Eave been Involved in schools for some years now, Whether to talk about road
safety, crime, thic rols of police, law and the courts or the sights xnd dities of
citizens, going into & schoo! gives police officors and the local children a chance
to tatk with and get to know one agother

In 1978 I had already cxtensive sclicols programme updated and intensified.
Discussions were held with i ities; & itulum was egreed
and wnining courses wers held to prepate officers for their schoo! visits. Thess
courses continue. In additlon every Junior schoo! within the Metropalitan
Police District was prescntcd with a police praject pack 2o help teachers prov
mote undesstanding of the potico rolé and teach young peapls something about
thelr responsiblfities as citizens, A
secondary schools in 1979,

The main thrust of the community relations programme remains in the
hands of the 22 palics community Hafson officers and T acknowledgo here the
tromendous work thut these efficers and their staffy put in throughout tho yeer
to improve understanding between the many different groups within London's

Sthracial fation and to ion with the polise,

These officers, by their cfoxts, are helping to establishy the facts to coustsr
the harmitd effect of  campaign against Section 4 of Vo Vagranoy Act: 1824,
{"sus") Campaign tactics havs sought to bri ). f the suspected
peeson offerioe by concentrating on the fact that, in London in particular, a
high proportion of arrests under Section 4 are of young black people, That
undeninble fuct together with aucedotal comment, which scoms to have tiken
e place of genulns yesearch, is presented an evidence that police officers ace

similar presentation will bs made to all

Racial unrest was aleo generated in the Bast End of London following the
activities of the National Froot In May the commanity in the
Brick Lana arcs became the fowus of racist attacks and propaganda; and eo it
continued throughout the year, A number of violent incidents occurred. Despits
considerableefforte by Jocal potise, members of the Bengall community remuined
reticent about co-operatiog with them and it becumo apparent that crimes,
sometimes of & serious nature, wers aot Always reported, Racial tension wag
beightencd by the establishment of tho Nationsl Front headquaitars in neathy
Groat Bastern Stgeet in Seplerober. The sitvation drew the vocal and physical
oppasition of anti-racist and Jefi-wing groups, Weekands in Brick Lano became
2 titual of rival groups selling or handing out thele cespective political news.
heets and required u Jeavy pole commitmentin order to provent apen con-
fronistion snd maintan the peace. By increasing substantially the numbet of
policoon duty in the area, and limiting the nunber of peopla selfing news-sheots,
somo of the tension was eased.

In addition, following a mecting I had with leading members of the
Bangladeshi community, action.was quickly takicn to provids and man a pew
police office in Brick Lane, Its purposs Is to make it casler for the local came
munity to contact police and report erime and thereby build up thelr confidenco
in police, To belp in this £ had an officer with a knowledgs of the Beogali
fanguage posted there. Despite the initial succesy of this scheme there can be
10 immediate solution 1o this prodlem of communication. Trust and goodwill
cannot be created overnighy. It is & matter of Ume and endeavois: on both
sldes,

Public order

Public order again madg tieavy démands on maapower throughout 1o year,
Specisl arrangements had to be msde In onder to police demonsirations,
processions and industrial disputes an more than 750 occasions, Fortunoiely
{hero was no recurrence of the mass picketing which was o feature of 1977,

Candid ing the Natlonal Front contested the pariiamentary

sbusing their powers under Section 4, This, it is alleged, is having a detri

effect upon relations between black communities and the police, Therefore,
thie argument continues, in the interests of racial haemony Section 4 of the
Vagrancy Act should bo abofished,

No scetlon of our society is more aware of the peed for racial harmony
than officers in the Metropotitan Police, for it is police who have to respond
when teasion crupts Into contlict, I fully understand the genuine concers that
aow exists, but whether that concern Is the cesult of police action or the con-
sequence of political chetoric is another matter eatirely. Thers Is a dearth of
substantive cvidence and 2 great deal of conjecture, misundorstandiog and mis-
representation about the way in which the proviJons of Stction 4 a0 enforeed.
1 agreo entively with the views of the Hamo Office Wotking Party on Vegransy
and Street Offenecs (published in 1976) thut, if Section 4 is repeated, it should:
be replaced by fresh legislation to deal with persons whoso conduct revealy their
intent to commit 1 crime, There arc many situations where the oriminal intent
of an Individual is plain to s06 but where 1o ether offtnce has been commitied

07 an attempt been constituted: society hus the right to bo pratected in such
sircumstances.

&

by-clections at Tifard and. Brixton. After carefully welghing all the circum.
stauces of the campaign st Hioed 1 souglt your consent to 8 ban under the
Public Order. Act 1936, From the 24th February for a period of two months,
public proccssions, other than those of & religious, festive or coremonial
character, were banned witBin the Metropoliten Police District, Tho purpose
was to resteain thoso extremists who were deliborately secking confroutation
to further their political ends. The Brixton by-clection alte fell within the
period of the bas, The ban, of course, did pot affect poblic mectings and lasge
numbers of police were deploged duriag sach by-clection to.prevent serious
disorder, Later in the yesr three Natlonal Front marches took place and, as
the circumstances had changed, 1 decided not to seck prohibition; in the event
there was little disorder.

The newly formed Anti-Nazt League Hnked its causc to the theme of *Rock
Against Raclsm™ and attractcd some 60,000 people-Jn Apuil for & piarch from
Trafelgar Squaro to Victorix Park in Emt London. A similar Antl-Nazi League
orch in September to & fostival in Brockwell Park, 8824, also drew mny
yeung peaple. -

ki




T Notting Hill carnival took place aver the Avgust Bank Holiday weekeni,
Atvangements befors the event were onee sgain kampered by conflicts between
th: p 9, s i addition fval was held at Pln:bu:y
Purk on Baok Holidsy Monday. T went to Notsing Hill on the Monday and
my fmpresson way thut the work and co-aparation of the carnival organisers,
allied to the carcful deployment of police, resulted in fess tension than Jn 1977
and helped 1o capluré the spirit of carnival. There was a.noticeabils reduction
in thc pumber of zcporied es and injuries, The oply signifl disorder

Crime.

As usual cvents eliewbere in the world were relected by demonstrations
o tha streets of London, S d i 4 form and
terzorism took its murderous tof, Officars from the Aati-Terrorist Branch had
10 investigate . series of incidents involving different Arab factions. The year
opened with an investigation into the death of two Syrian Embatsy employees
who wees lllod whien 8 bomb exploded in their car, Qoly daya late

accurred during onc hour before the close of the darpival on the Mondiy
evening when regreltably polloe officers hud onoe again to scok the projection
of shislds ogainst attucks by groups of young peaple,

“Tihis carnival at Notting Hill is.now an annud] feature of London lifs, If it fs
to bo fully enjoyed by alf it is time for positive.nitiatives: and thiey need to bx
taken by all the rel e Aoty vonl

Violent behavionr. by yosing people also aecessitated & contintious weekly
commitment of police officers dt football matches, With some 300 football
matches in London doring 1978 this commitntent put.a stin on our manpower
resources, particulasly ot weekends, when other public order demands were at
their peak, There have been attepipts by the major Londor football clabs 1o
improve ground conditions and thereby reducs the mumbers of polics in
attendonce. At our requost:some clubs have trected fences around the pitch
atd improved terrace batrives; others have been Tess co-aperative, There are no
simple solutions to football hooliganism. Cancerted efforts by clubs, players
and officials alike, however, togethér with closer parental contral of and
interest in the fout.of y: lus the. sition of effective pupish.
ments for offenders conld do much to reduce the incidenos of viplenoe, with &
conseguent refease of police manpower for other work.

Manpower was alse stretched by the need to. provide a police presence as
more than 300 industrial disputes dusing the year, Special demands were
mado upon the Force by two disputes in pacticular. The firemen's action, to

which I referred Inst year, continued until 16th Janvary with the brunt of §

additional sesponsibilitics falling beavily upon Traffic Division officers, During
the course of industeial astion by prison officers, which occurred internilttondy
bewwetn carly July nnd mid-November, prisoncrs had to b accommedated in
palice cells, in some jnstances for sevpral days.

Tty cost to.the community of policing public order évents was hight Iris not
£o be measuzed in moncy terms only; although the cost of polics employed at
the Notting Hill carival alons came to around £600,000, but the event slso,
fnvolved the diversion of thousands of police officers from tho areas they
normally serve. It is the citizens of London who suffer. They shauld kriow the
burden that the poticing of public order events fposes upon them and be awars
of the serious reduction in the policing of othap arcns that s thereby involved.

That the year passed without 2 major breakdown of public ondey; despite
having to police an unprecedented number of ovents, is du in no small measure
10 the diligence and forbearance of Metropolitan Police officers thronghonl the
year: weckend afterweekend. Thanks dro due not just to them and the members
of the civil m;mjf who are :'(‘sn involved, :‘i&h thelr wives and families who

n

fortitudi

8

£ firat such decrease |
. 8ttt too high,

# Lowe, Court of Crimiial A)

the in Londog,
was murdered whilst sitting in his contral London office.

In Joly General-Al Naif, ths former Prime Mindster of Ing, was shot dead:
oulslds & London hotel and lager the same month a greaade was thrown at the
Traqi Ambassador’s car, Four peaplo were arrested o conncction with theso
two incldents thonks to the presence of mind and bravery-of members of thy
piiblic on botlt occasions, Tn August én Bt Al coach was attacked with machina
guos and grenades outside a Mayfair hotel, An alr stewardess was kitled and
two other stawardesses injured. One of the terrorists was killed siso and another
was arrested by police officers near the scene.

In December the 1ull in Irish terrorist activity in London was broken when
two car bombs exploded andin thisd was successfilly defused. Thankfully thers
were no. serious casualtics. Hundreds of extea officers were then deployed in

ntral Loodon ond. thete wern no further tirorist attempts to disrupt the lifs

[ thie capital over.the Christmas pericd,

3 Sants" as it [y to n year which
fiz the first six-months bad seen. orims continue i the same upward teeud of
1977, Dusing the stcond half'of the year, oweaver, wo witnessed a quitedramatic
' fall in thie crime Sgares.and tha total nomber 6F indictablé crimes recorded
{567,387 for the year us a Whole was slightly Jess than the total for 1977: the
¢ n eight years, Enconsaging as this is, the fovel of crime is

.

Particular successes were achieved. In o campaign mgainst armed robbery
and the teamis of professional cminali who commit it One facter fn: thosa
successes was the number of arrested: erloinals whe led 10 glve evidence
for the Crown, Perhaps they listened to the words of Lord Justios Roskill—'1¢
must be in the public interest that persons who ave become involyed'in gang
activities shoutd He encor to &mggmdon ta thie polive.” (Regind v
v ! b

! Contrary to the impression that is sometimes fiven by the medin we do riat
munke arests which rely solely.on the tales ofi it
by cxperlenced seafor detectived and alfégations ate checked before o decision

4 is made whether to prosecuts or not: often that decision will be » matter for the

Pitector of Bublio Prosecutions,

! During an attempled cobbery at o sipermarket in Deoember cas of the
robhiars, armed with-& sawn-off shotgun, ims shot and kitted by a detective
wergeant, Tho officer scted in strict gecordance with lnstructions: he did not fire
unti] His order to the criminals to'throw down their weapons was Ipnosed and he

mself was death of nny person In such eircumstarices is much
{o be regretted, but It is an Inovitable, albejt thank

ez, of

9




’

frequency with which ficearms are used in connection with erime. It is & acsh
reality of modern policing that polics offi fe d by armed and
crimglh are mo::o oftent than not unarmed, except for the tradionnl wooden
truncheon, tizy carry. To put the nurber of oocasions on which flirearms were
used by police officess Inty perspective: thero were only 56 incidents when
weapons were drawn from their holsters and a total of cight shots fired on two
sepamte occasions,
ere will be po departure from the tradition of the unnrmed London bobby,

I v}':nld be failing inezxy duty, howsver, both to members of the public and to
my officers I § did not enstro that & sulficlent aumber of potice officers aze
properly trained u the use of firearms, and available 16 mcet the threat of
vicious, armed criminals. And shen that hoppens the first duty of a polles
oficer musst slways be to protect tha lives of laveabiding citizens, victims of the
crime, his colleagues and himself.

These dapgers of modemn policing formed no part of my vvidente to the
Royal Commission on Crimips! Propedure, sithough the difivules sod

ities of lnw criminal § igation and

were dealt with in detail. 1 mentioned Iast yoar tho sleps we were taking to
prepare evidence to the Royal Conuission. Aftenconsidering the wiilten wiews
of individual officérs. througliout the Force 1 was able, with the assistxnce of
my sealor officers and 2 working party under the chairmanship of the Solicitor,
to sead tho ficst part of my wilten evideace 1o the Royal Commission on the
19th July: It dealt with the powers and dutics of the police in the investigation of
ceiminal offences, the rights and obligations of suspecis and aoeused pessons
and the means by which these arc secured, Part I dealing with the prosecution
process was pregared for submission carly in 1979,

Port 1 of my evidenes sttracted d public t, whith was

The issue of pollee setion agiinst cbicenity and indecency bas also attracied
» good deal of public comment, A number of vowspaper articles have given
some people the mislcading impression that police can do fittls to deal cffectively
withi offences under tha Obsoens Publications Act 1959, In view of that, and to
21 tho record straighe, it is Important to draw attention to the extensive activity
of tho Metropolitan Police in this sphere of Iaw enforcement.

Unquestionably there are difficulties in eoforcing the obecenity laws, As 1
indicated in last year's Ropost, wo submiited wrilten evidence about thoso
problems in 1977 to the Home Office committee appointed to rovicw tho law
relating to obscenity, Indecency and violeave, Tn April 1976 and agala in
November cenfor Metropolitan Polico efficers and ¢ivil staff appeared before
the committes to give oral evidescs.

It §s expeotcd that the Comamities witl publish their report and recommenda.
tions sometime during the second hall of 1979, Meanwhile we have not allowed
the difficultics to stop us enforcing the Isw ss it stands. During 1978, 1,235
searoh wacrants wera Issued and executed onder the Obscene Publications Act,
Nearly 1} million articles were seited and almost 500 summonses were served,
1n nddition officers of my Obscene Publications Brasch gave help and guldance
on the question of lav enforcemznt to u number of other polics forces,

Traffic

‘Thero was & 3 per cent decrease in the tolal number of serfous road accidents
slthough there was an anacceptablo increase in the number killed. The sumber
of motor cyclists and the like infured in accidents, which had boen giving cause

1 for concern over the previous threo yeaws, fell by 8 per cent. How far that

10 be cxpesied, althongh from some of the criticisms §t ssemed clear that not
everybody had taken the troubls to read the evidence in foll; Those who did
should now be fully aware of the problems which police officers face in the
jovestigation aud detection of crime. There are cleorly some who believe that
the function of the Royal Commission {s colely d the rights of wecuscd

persons, No one, and certalnly not I; disputes the need to pr?!act ke civil |

{iberties of the individual; But we must always seek to ensure that the scales of
justice are corvectly balanced,

‘The diffiewity of determining where that balance ties is nowhere better seen

than in the operation of the Bait Act 1976, whish came futo foree on 17th Apsil

1978 foyowing much political agitation. I am greatly concemed about the
frequency with which active criminals, particularly those who sre pronc to
wioltace, arc belag given under the pravisions of ths Act. It ia an issue
which his been the subject of growing public comment. Certainly the task of
aagistrotes iS for from casy and masy may feel themselves inhibited in their
powers 1o refuse bail Since the Act was implemented there have been oocasions
swhere dangerous criminals baye been bailed and then committed further crimes.
“Trial judges have been critical. T hace authoriced further rescarch to catablish
how many persons arrested for robbery are granted bail despits pofios objections
or arc iready on bail at the time of their sreest, To ensure that & complete
pletare is obtalned, the research will caver the whale of 1979 and include afl
persons srrested for robbery.

§ time us imatructors and examin

was dus to the effect of the antional motor.cycle training scheme
which started in Aprilis dificult tosay. Thers can de no doubt, however, about
the value of the scheme and suitably qualified police officers are now allowed
fo participate in the scheme by undertaking paid employment In their off-duty
e7s.

Road accldonts are now onc of the malor causes of death in London, as thoy
are thronghout tho country. The sunrouncement therefore by the Geeater
Londen Council of a 15.year programme for the improvement of London’s
strategio rozd network, putting a high priority on the ameliomtion of London's
overdoaded rudial and orbita) routes, wes encowraging. The rconstruction of
parts of the South Circular Rozd, which are currently the scent of & rislag
aumber of accidents and increasing cotgestion will be of special benefit, In
addition there was & sympathetic mfﬁon Ey mg Greatér London f.’mmcll to

Qur rep that the of
an main rosd traffic.

schemes was frog

Speed and alochol are two salient factors fn the accident fgures. Following
an axtensive study of pew speed detectlon devices, Sonr types, twa of which
dre hindbeld, were porchased for trials, Sublect 1o those fridls, selected
devices witl be brought into genersl wsis 2o veplace the obselescent PETA
(Portable Hlcctronic Traffic Apalyser). In axddition the ficld trigh of breath
testing equipment, which followed from ths recommendations of the Depart-
mentsl Committes on Drinking and Driving (to which | referved in my Report
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fast year) were concluded in July, The results of the trialy are still in the process
of evalustion by the Central Reszarch Entablishment of the Home Office.

The obvious presence of pelice vehicles on the strects ean also do much to
assist traffic flow and improve driving standards. Measures were taken ontly
in 1978, therefore, to mprove the conspicuity of all Metropoliten Police
vehicles, The first of the new whits 2.6 litre Rovers was taken into scrioe in
July. With the Force crest on the doors and orange stripes slong the sides
these eye-catching cars Will be brought Into use over the next two years as
traffic aod area patrol cars,

Although restrictions on the recroitment of traffic wardens were relaxed.
somewhat during 1978, insutficlent numbers of sultable candidates cama for.
ward. There was a high level of wastage and the sumber of wardens fell by
neatly 200, The traffic warden servics in London Is now almost SO per-cent ¢
below the estimated number required to fulfil all its current commitments, |
Faced with this shortage the Greater London Council nnd most London -
barcughs have helped by ool imposing additional enforcoment dutles on us.
Neveriheless enforcement difficultics were nggravated during the Iast theee
months of 1978 when, as part of their campalpn in support of & pay claim, ths |
Civil Service Union instructed ity traffic warden members 1 ban overtimo and
withdraw from ccriain dutles, Although outer London was only marginally
affected by this action; some congestion was caused in central London. pail-
cularly during the pre-Christmas shopping rushi Extea police officers had to
be employed on enforcement duties, traffic pofats and at car pounds. §

1 cantinge to be concerned about abuses of the disabled persons® badge .
schieme to which 1 diww your attention Jast year. My concern is shared by other 7
«hicf offlcers and arrangements Kave been made for all police forces to gather 1
évidence of sucks abuse during the first six months of 1979, When assembled
that cvidence should conclusively demonstrate the aeed to help the genujuely
diiabled by tho more stringent contral of the Issuo of badges and for their .
fraudulent use to be made a-specific offence. i

Complalnts

1 outlined in Inst year's Report the rovised arrangements for dealing with |
complainta against police; thess arrangements had come into operation on
188 June 1977, [ indicated that ively few foted investix
gations had been referred to the Police Complaints Board up 1o the ond of
1977, During 1978 the number of sefersals 1o the Board increased steadily and
by the end of the year we were sending betwean 40 and 50 completed cases to |
them each week. T

There is no doubt that ths new complaints system has creatod additional
work It has demonstrated, bowever, that tho potics scrvico investigates alle
gations made against its own members thoroughly sud cffectively. Of the cases
wo refered in 1978, there was no case whens the Board was at odds with the
desision of the Deputy Cammissloner, Neither did the Board find it negesiary
to invoke the disciptinary tribunal procedures.

12
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Contlnslon

1978 was another very full and sventful year for the Mewropolitan Police,
During the first six months crime increased and manpower fell; the outlook
was bleak, By the end of the year, despito a fresh outbreak of IRA terrarismin
London, protpects were fess grim, Crime had fallen and manpower, in response
to the pay award and speciat all in ition of London's mang
difficultics, was siting. It was an cocouraging note to finish the year, Given
continued numbers to swell the réoks of the dedicated men and women, polico
and civilisn afike, who are responsible for Iaw and order In the Metropolls,
1t augurs well for 1979,

i
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CHAFPTER 2

Personnel and Training

Muspower

Tho establishment and strength of the regular Forco ate sct out in Appendix 1,
The strength of the Force at the ond of the year was 22,197 (20,659 men and
1,498 women). This feft an ovendl deficiency of 4,392 against the authorised
establishnent, which was reduced by 39 from 26,628 to 26,589 on 15t Aprilasa
result of the withdmwal of Special Branch officers from provinclal ports.
There were 18 officers on central service, $6 with: othier intecforea units and
207 at universities or attached to and pald for by other authorities, ‘There was
:nct ;tacmse in the total streagth of 42 officers, the number of men decreasing

v 107 snd th et of lngby €5,

Recroliment
Tha total aumber of applications seceived was 5,765 (4,332 from men and

1,433 from women), a decreaso of 117 compared with the 1977 Sgurs of 5,882

4,264 from meo and 1,618 from women).

‘The numbers of men and women who attended for inaton wers 2,292

Cowrt duties

o was reported Jast year th tixd been ith the South.East
Circuit Adminhteator to reduce the establishment of officers employed at
crown court buildings within the Metropolitan Polico District by 20 aad by the
end of 1978 a decrense of 13 posts had been achicved. It ia likely, however,
that the planaed reduction of the emaining seven posts will be offsct by staffing
sequirements at new crown court bulldings due to b opened in 1979,

The replacement of police officess by civilians at inner London magistrates”
courts has been disappointingly slow; & saving of only threo constables was mady
during the year, Although one further officer was replaced by a elvillan process
server, further savings of police mang by this means are b d by the
shostngs of civilian process kerven; of an establishment of 69 anly 36 posts are
filled and recruiting advertisements bave had little success, In all 569 polices
officers remain employed on court duties and discossions will continue with the
Courts Servics to hasten the relsase of thess officers from non-police duties
at the inner London courts.

Discussions about the impk {on of thy datlon in the Brodrick

3 Report that coroners should employ their own civitlan coreners’ officers have

heon inconclusive, I any success s to bo met In this Beld, a time limit must be
set by which the i ars to underiake thelr new wespon-
sibilities.

2
and 515 respectively, compared with 2,177 and 790 in [977. The numbers of

and other removals from the Force are classified in Appendix 2.

mea and women joining the Force were 1,247 snd 316 resp 177 fower
men and 14] fewer women than in 1977, Thess figores inctode 25 mon and
fve women re-engaged afice previons resipnation, 101 men and 10 women who
transferred from other forces and 311 men and 78 women (representing 25 per
cent of tho total intake of recruits) attested from the Cadet Corps on resching
the age of 18§ years,

The averags age of all recruits, at 20 years 2 monthy, was slightly lower than
in 1977 and 85 per cont-of those who joined were single, cnmp;‘?eg' with 83 per
cont in the previous year,

‘The average weekly intake into ths Training School was 27, a decresss of
seven compared with the 1977 figure. o

During the year somdmmjcin;d the Force, of whom three entered under

the speclal scheme for the recruitment of thoso with higher educationsd 3

qunlifications,
Cestenl and oversess service and sccondments

A total of S4 olficers were cngaged on duties away from the Faree, serving with -
HM Tnspectorate of Coastabulary, the Polios College, the Intersativwal Crimaiol

Pollcs Organization, the Home Office, tho Department of Health and Social
Seaurity, the Notional Co-ordinatar of Regianal Crime Sqvads, the Rayal
Commission on Criminal Procedure, the Royal Ulster Constabulary and
overseas polios forces. At tho end of the Year 34 officers were stili so engaged,

b1

Awnrds {o widows and chldren

There were 317 widows' pensions granted during the year, compared with
370 in 1977, Allowances were graated in respect of 43 childeen.

Palice College
The 16th speciol courso held from 3rd Jsnuary to 218t December was

4 attended by cight officers.

Tnspectors” courses wore attended by 110 inspectocs,
Command training part Fcourses wero attended by 28 supcrintendents,

‘Tho commund training part } conrse held from 3rd April to 29th September
was attended by threo. chief: 4nd three

Trainicg
Uniform Branch Tratning School

The 15-week basic recruits’ course was compleled by 886 men and 254 women,
& decrease of 368 men and 134 women compared with the previous year,
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The table below shows the number of officert who attended tho various
courses of fostruction, together with the resulis of the tasts—

28
36

32

83

™

Course Passed  Falled Toral

Cay, standard (at training school) .. 193 65 238
Car, standurd (in divislons) .. i . 20 » 79
Vans .. . . P - o 392 106 438
Cor, advanced (phase ) |, . 250 T 3
Car, advanced (phase 1) . - A2 49 ™
Car, advanced (special)* .. 6 — &
Instructors .. . - o . 4 9 2
Tastructors, civil staff ., . . .- 1 1 2
Heavy goods vehicle, cluss 1., . 7 — 7
Heavy goods vebilcle, ofags i1 . 28 —
Moter gyclo, Hglitweight ., . 30 [
Molor cycle, standard o e - 2 A us |
Motor cycle, advanced PN - N 30 - 30
Motor cycle, teaffic wazdens .. .- . 28 4
Motor cysls, special (for Jupaaese pollce

officessy .., ( .o Fe . 6 — [1
Motor cycle, special (for HM Customs &

Bxci) .. .. .. .. .. 4 1 5
Traffis patrol, prodationer |, . 83 —
“Traffic patrol, standard . . 8 7 50
‘Troffic patrol, advanced ., . L] 2 51
Accident fuvestigation, standard ., 100 - 100
Accideat investipation, advanced b1 — 27

Toras .. .. L L 2,384 a2 2808

Driviog tests on cars, vans, coathes and molor cycles were given at the
Driver Training Schoo} to 269 officers, of whom 204 passed. Dtm?mting was
amgun e::Lned out in divisioas and 278 officers wers tested, ait of whom were

Tho school recelved 2,581 visitora duriog tho year.

Zelecommundeations

The five-day teleprinter operating courses werc attended by 387 officars and
:9 mﬂ:;ib;x; :g ;h: 'égll m% gc twodb:zv, ba;lo brcnﬁo telephony courses were
ttend s and two piem! the civil onsidag
procedure nnd practice courses were 4 T ad s .

Fallowing 1he planned reduction in centralised training of terminal operators
for the Police National Computer, five-day courses in making vehicle numbers
searches were introduced in May and have been antended by 254 officers and
threo:members of tho civil staff,

Defensive weapons
A totsl of 488 officers qualified in the use of revolvers after sttending o four-

{ day basic training course.

We were again indebted to the officers in charge of the outdoor ranges at
Purficet and RAF Uxbridgs for making their facilitica available to the Force,

Shield tratning

There were two- one-week courses held in January and February for Metra-
politan and provincial potics instructors.
Tralning for all ranks in the ws of protective shields commenved in May
und instruction has been given to 7,000 offiecrs, some of whom attended on
more than one oocasion.

A conference held at Pect Centre on 12th and 13th December to discuss this
training was altended by 92 instructors from provincial forces.

Home defenee and war duties training
Ths ons-day reftesber courses for sergeants and constables with between five
and 20 years® serviee were attended by 1,300 officers, including 31 from the City
of Lopdon Police, The threo-day war dutics courses for seaior ranks wero

4 attendod by 256 officers, including 11 from tho City of Londgn Police. Pro-

bationers continued to receive 10 bours of basic war dutics iny on and
officers attending pre-promotion cousses were also given trtining in war duties,

5 A home defonce instructors® qualifying course was attended by theee officers
1from provincial forces.

Courses beld at the Bome Delfence College, Basingwold, were attended by

,: 24 officers and five officers attended the London Region alr resonnalssance
i courses held by the University of London Air Squadron,

Firatafd
1n the principal Foree competition, Thames Divisian won the Parsons Shicld
and went on to represent the Foice in the final of the Police National First Ald
Competition where the tram was pltced third to hold the Willlam Whyte

§ Chiatlenge Cup
attended by 279 taffic wardans and nine

The women's “A” team won the City of London Chaliengs Rose Bowl in the

apecial constables. ::rliiom competition for po}mrrm and, s lbeh wpm‘;cnuliw of the pclb;
*Attended by two Japrncse police offcers, e, q won the plonship Trophy in the women's seetion o
of M Forces, o Homs Offcs drivet 10d two mombers sy 1 "Tofn Ambulancs Association't Grand Priors Trophy Competition,
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Promotion examinstious {s polles mubjects

The annuat i for
and April. Tho resnlts were as follows:—

fic were keld in Jaauary
Candidates  Successfl

Sergeants:
Competitivs .. .. .. 557 :1Ad
Qualifying .. .. .. 02 i1

Conatables;
Competitive .. . . 1,392 2840

fifying o 72 7
Complalnts spalnst polics officers.
During the year {i were int

o 8982 rande
agalnst police by 5,643 complainants, compared with 8,679 complaints mads by
5,394 complainants. ia 1977, The- 1978 figures repressnt jocreases of 4 per cent
and 5 per cent respectively over the figures for the previous year, OF the com-
p?mms 2,059 were persons who had boen charged with or reported for
offences,

Substantiated complalnts were found to have been made by 206 complainants |
{4 per cent) compared with 341 (6 per cent) in 1977, and of the total numbetof
compladnts 287 {3 per cent) were found to be substantiated corapaved with 3971
{5 per cont) the previans year. Details of the various complainls are shown in
Appendices 3 and 4,

Section 49 of the Police Act 1964 requires that, oxcep! In thoss casey whern
the chief officcr of polies fs satisfled that no offence has been committed, & P
copy of the repert of the jnvestigation into u complaint sha¥l be sent to the |
Director of Poblic Prosscutlons for his independent scrutiny and sdvice on
whether eriminal proceedings should be instituted against the officet or officers

he fo crimisal i 1,467 cascs and disciplinary sction
was taken in 39-cases. Proceedings agninst the officers involved were taken in
§25 cases (105 of which concemed traific offonces), In 111 of thess cases (99 of
which were traffic cases) the officers were found guilty snd in the remalning
cases p had ot been' a by the end of the year. In addition,
cight officers ware charged forthwith with crimiant offences without the papers
bck:g relered mklhe Disector; of these, four were found guilty and the pro-

the other officers had not bee by tho end of the year.

In accordance with the vequiréments of the Polics Act 1976 a copy of the
seport of the complaint jnvestigation was sent 1o the Police Comiplaiats
Board in sospect of 1,77] tases, By the cud of the year thy Boasd hisd fndicated
its sgreement with the course of action proposed by the Deputy Commissioner
in sespect of 1,500 of those cases; tha remainder wero still under vonsideration, |
In addition the Board was asked to excroise its suthority to dispense with the
tequirements of Section 49 of the Police Act 1964 in 393 cases in which it was

. Mm’gf‘cw officers. In addiclon, 140 sergtants %k sat 2 competionp reactiod the
** Inclosdes 53 CID officess.

-

toncerned. During the year, 1,635 complaint cases were sent to the Director: ¥

not reasonably possiblo to comiplete & satitfactory fnvestigation: tho Board

agreed to this course.of aetion in 353 cases and at the end of tho yoar their
decisions were awaited fo the remaining 40 cases,

Discipiine

The aumber of officers punished for varions defaults was 145, compared
‘with 147 ja the previous year, Dlndpﬂmr'yh boards dealt with 34 officers (42 In
1977); Ten officers were dismissed from the Force and elght were requiced to
resign. Scvonteen sppeals were made to we againat finding or pusishment or
both. 1 heard nino of theso appeals and eight whith bad been outstanding at
the end of 1977, Of theso I dinmissed 13, sllowed onc appeal against finding
and varied three punishinents. Eight appeals to oo were outstanding at the
cnd of the year, Three officers appealed against my decision to ths Sccrctary
of State and there wess fve similar appeals outstanding from 1977: Jour sppeals
were dismissed, tvo were varied and two were still outstanding at the end of the
year.

Health

Thenumber of days” absance thirough sickness aud injury in 1978 was 339,185,
an facrease of 10 per cont compared with the figure of 308,548 in 1977, This
was equivalent to 929 officers being unavaliable for duty throughout the year.
The aumber of days’ ol per officer on the strength incecased from MO in
1977 to 15 In 1978, OF the number of days fost, 232,404 were due to sickuess,
equivalent o 10-6 days per-officer on ths styength, while the remaining 106,79
days Tost, cquivalent to 4§ days per officer, were the result of injuries on and
off duty,

Uncertificated abiences for periods not oxceeding thres days, usually for
afkn::!' rather than injtwy, accounted for 73,054 days fost or 22 per cont of
€ 1o

During the year 20 officery died as & result of sickness or injury.

Of the 56,246 days Tost thvough injury o duty, 11,325 vere dus to assaults
by prisoncrs {an increase of 20 per cent compared with the 1997 total} and
2,716 wore duc to asssults by other persons (an incesaso of 9 per ceat). A total
of 2,170 days were lost dut to injuries received while controlfing crowds (&
decrease of 38 per cent). er 8,067 were due to motor sycle accldents
whiea the injured officer was riding (an incroase of 29 per cant) and 6,556 were
due;o nccideats when the injured officer was in a car{an increass of 4 per
cenit).

Days fost through injury off duty totslied 50,545, the largest single cause of
injury being sports and games which sccounted for 7,869 days lost (an Intrease

3 of 30 per cent), A further 4453 days were fost dus to motor cysle arcidenis

when the injured offiocr was tiding, a considerable increase compared with the
previous year.

Apgpendix § shows, by age group and rank, Ihe aversge number of days fost
per pfficer as & vesult of sickncss and injury and the total number of days ost
dusing the year. Details of the numbcr of officars injured a3 & result of being
assaulted while on duty ate given tn Appendix 6.
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Howoars
Details of honoors nnd awards reccived are shown in Appendix 8,

Cotomendstions X
Detils of high commendations awarded during the year aro given fa
Appendix 9,

Charges smong sealor officers
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Details of changes which toak place ) ior poli
members of the civil stoff are given in Appendix 10.

CHAPTER 3

Public Order: Operations:
Other Police Duties

Pultic order

Special arrangements for the mainienance of public order were made in
respect of 1,155 separate events, These comprised 385 meetings, merches and
ceremonlal events, 366 industrial disputes and 404 sporting occasions.

Demwonstrations

The continuing polarisation of political opinion, marked by the astagonism
between the Mational Front and its opponcnis, offered the greatest potentinl
for serious disorder, Tho first possibility of confrontation occurred in February
when the National Front plasned & march and mecting in the Barkingside
area in support of their candidate in the Hford North parfiamentary by-tlection,
Those apposed to the Natienal Front, dinated by the All Redbn
Campaign Agrinst Recism and Fasclsm, wero also planning to march aod
hold a meeting in the Barkingside area on the same day. There were othier
groups, in particular the Jewish community id the area, whose reaction could
not easily be predicied. As the date of thas march drew nedr, from ol theinfors
mation available to mis, there appeared to be a strong possibliity of serious
public disorder. With the consent of the Home Sccrelary, powzes uader
Section 3 of the Pablio Order Act 1936 were exercised to profibit marches
and processions for twe months feom 24th Fedruary, Although marches were
banned, the election meeting nevertheloss was held and becauss the hard-cors
opposition was also in actendance, it-was stilf neeessary to deploy 5,800 polics
officers to secure s peace and enforee the ban. This strong police preseace
prevented confrontation but 21 arrcsts were made.

The by-slection [n Apri-at Brixton also took placs while the ban on marches
was in force, Some 800 people, mainly organised by the Anti-Nudd Leagas,
profested ohtside a mecting held to support the National Front condidate and
on this cccasion about 2,400 police were deployed. During the course of the
meeting disorder broke out and elght amests wero made. Another 34 arrests
were mads on the election day and eight policemen were injured, none serfously.
Altogether 10 marches which had been planned by varions organisations and o
largo number proposed of contemplated were slso affected by the ban and were
postponed, cancelled or ceplaced by other forms of protest.

On 30tk April the Anti-MNaxi League organised & march from Trafalgar
Square to Victoria Pask in Bast London whero o rally was held acoompanied
by performances of “pop™ music. It was advertised &5 “Rock Against Racism”
xod attracted 60,000 people. Among the many teensgess attending the rally
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was an clement of thow desctibed a3 “punk roskens™ who had not hitherto

been regarded as opponents of the extreme righl 1,300 police officors
were on duty and, In the abscnce of any opposing factions, the main problem
was o minimiss the effect of the march on traffic, The significancs of the
vccasion was the aifisuce of 10 many spparently non-politicaily-minded youths
with-political zotivists by the inrroduction of papular musis

Later In the year, on-24th September, separate marches were planned by the
Anti-Nax League and the Nadonsl Fromt, both to commence in central
Loadon, The former, advertised as **Carnival 2°, was to march to Brockwell
Park in South London, wicre “pop™ groups again played; the National Front
march was to East London. A weck before this date the siting of 2 new National
Front headquarters in Great Eastern Strect, EC?2, became public knowledge,
therehy fuclilng the existing satagonism in the area, In these circumstanoes 2
furthior ban under Section 3 of the Public Order Act was contemplated but
was not imposed. The threat of disorder was very real, however, nnd 6,400
officers were deployed. The Natioual Front march was diverted by the police
ofter passiog its new heodquarters and the 1,000 steong epposition, oaly o
fraction of those on tho main march to South London, were suecossfully
contained st a safe distance,

Thes last confrontation between left and right-wiog in 1978 coovrred
on Sunday, 12th November when the Natlonal anxm to the Cénctaph
was beld, About 1,500 supporters of the Aat-Nazi League mounted & counten
demonstration and over 3,000 police were employed to keep the factions
apart. There was only minor disorder and o fow arrests.

Reference is made in Chapter 1 to the uarest in the Beick Lanc area of the
East Ead, Publlc atteatlon was fest deawn to thls by tvo.murders, for both of
which atrests were made, the first at the end of Apsil, the second early in May,
Thess. scrved as catalysts for the anxicty felt in the Jocal Asian community
arising from assaults on them by white youths. The reulting temion was
helghtened. by the indiscriminate damage causcd by a group of white youths
on 11th Junt and by a forther murder Inter that month for which arrests were
also made. On successive Sandays in June and July latge numbers of polico
were deployed to keep the peace between rival oxtremists, These
arrangements continued on cach Sunday until December,

There were numetous other incidents capablo of being interpreted, sometimes
rightly, as dirccted ngainst the Asispy, In response, %cnu?l, pelice oc‘:vmge
of the afea was increased and the Spocial Patrol Group was posted Into the
aten fo- assist the focal police. Hoth the local police and the Special Patrol
Group sought to cstablish a better selatlomhip with tha Asizn community,
Tha opening of a polico.office {n Brick Lane towards the ¢od of the year and
::tﬂl sestored the peace of? ‘;hc lr;a dw red (b e o st

und secu o prospect
improvements in the loag term, of forther

“The long weckend created by the intraduction of & national bank hoti
at the beginning of May was used by many organisstions to bold dcmonsz:ggz
and marches, On Saturday 29t9 April, 9,000 suppotiers of “The Friends of
the Earth™ movement marched from Hyde Patk to Tralalgar Square; st the
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same tims 300 supporters of tho "All Lambeth Against Recism™ snd “Wands-
wonth Agsinst Rucisms™ groups marched from Batham to Brixton. In addition
to the Aoti-Nazi Loaguc's march and rally on 30th Aptil reforred to above, 500
sopporters of the “Movement for the Rights of Kashmiris in UK marched
in central London, On Ist May, 5,400 d: joined the i 1]
May Day march and other May Day marches were made by sbout 350
supporters of the Worker® Revolutionary Party and 1,300 National Front
supporters. The wholp three duys’ cvents passed off without any disorder but
over 7,000 poli wete ivel

In the course of the year many other organisaions eld marches ged
demonstrations 1o diaw attention 1o their causes, In February the Nationsl
Unlon of Students marched o protest about cuty in grants to-overseas students
and in the following mooths the Liverpoc! Trads Council protested nbout
factory closures; British Aerospaco workers opposed purchases of forcign
alrcraft: the Post Ofiics Engincering Union claimed o shorter working weok;
the Motor Cyclo Action Group d against the lsory Wearing
of crash helmets; and taxi-cab deivers songht a fare inerease.

In comparison with the previoss two yoars, there were few problems at the
Notting Hill camival, Difficultics on the orgunisational side remained but
eventually a satisfactory lisison was established, Fewer peaple attended the
carpival this year and the only disorder cccurred between 8.00 p.m, and 9.00 p.m.
on the Monday, when various missifes were thtown at police officors, When
wasnlngs were ignored protective shiclds were brought into use, the immediate
area cleared and order quickly ro-established, Moze than 9,000 officers were
cmployed over the two days. Tho greatest suscesses, for the police, were the
farge reductions in the number of crimes reported and the fall ln the number
of injuties to public and police alike, A separate camival at Finsbury Park on
the Bank Holiday Monday attracted some 10,000, There was a strng polics
presenco and no serfous disorder.

Overseas cvents gavo iz to 116demonsirations, On 24th Murch & demonstea-
tion by sbout 1,000 rupportees of the Pakistani People’s Party aud the Standing
Confesenca of Pakistani Political Parties bad fo be dispersed by polite when
disorder broke out between differeat groups of supposters. A similar demonstra-
tion in December passed without trouble. During the yearthere were 34 macches
and demonstrations by Iranisn groups incinding pickets optside Iranizn
premises. A number of thess led to disorder and arreats Targely because the
behaviour of soms of those taking part went beéyond reasonabls and Tawful
limits. Bvents in Northera Jrelsnd were refiocted in maeches and raflles held
by the Bloody Sunday i ittee, the Prisoncrs Aid Campaign,
acd the Provisions] Sinn Fin. All passed off without scrious fncident ax did
imarches by the Chilean Solidarity Campaign, tho Notional Co-ordinating
Committes of Cyprus and the Asti-Apantheid Movement,

The year closed with {arge oumbers of police officers being drafted into the
Wast Bud to counter & (errorist threat. The officers worked & regular [2.hour
day op what came to be known as “QOperation. Santa™ which lasted from the
pro-Christmas period to fhe New Year, at & time when many should have
becn sharing in the festivities at home with their families.
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Adrport Division
There was go diminution in the volume of passenger and cargo traffic pasi

through Heathrow Alrpart nor in tho lnevitable problema orgc:ima, vemﬁ
traffic and sccurity associated with the airport. Although the amount of crimo
on the division invrcased the number,of arrests roge by 10 per cent and the
police, with the co-operation, where mecessary, of HM Customy & Hxcisa,
Bad notable success In detecting thefts of property in transit and the ifegal
mﬁm of drugs, Liaison with many police forees around the world was

The underground railway station at Heathrow has now been in operation
for over 2 year. A decline in the growtls rate of vebleular traffic using the
sirport wat recorded Iu 1978, which fndicatos that the oxtension to the
Piceadilly line is proving & useful contribution to the alrport’s tapspert links
with central London. Nevertheless, almost 260,000 additlonn! vehicles entared
Heatbrow, representing @ 2 per ceat increase on the 1977 figure, Ths flow of
il::;'ﬂ'::o an?s !;ro:; !!2: nlrw;n !;i\’: been facilitated this yoar by a number of

eents to the intems! road system undertaken by the British Afrpo:
Autharity In conjunction with the poy!;ce. % o Bt e

The movement of distinguished visitors through Heathrow during the
required constant vigilaace to maintaln the security of the airport, .‘s\dditm
men and cquipment hiave been made available to Airport Division 1o meet
these specific responsibilities and the major contingency Plans were froquently
exercised and seviewed, Together with Special Branch and HM Enigration
Servioe, the division took steps to Improve procedures for securing the sirport
1o prevent terrordst suspects from escaping abroad, The revised strategy was
used suecessfully on s number of ocrasions during the year,

Helleopters
Direct assi;gneu to grovnd units in npcm!o];ul polica work was given in
vering 2, 5 d with 1,658 cafls in 1977 and this
participation resulted in the arrest of 339 parsos B
1,371 hours were flown, an ingreass of%hng:l. " G in 157 A toal of

Crime prevention service

Throughout the year officers of the crime preveati i upy
meny I°g|h0l’\\‘ilh the Home Office b K 1o stmuinte socuty svae
among the public genermlly and the householder and in particul
Thero has been an cocoursging inereaso In the demand for ndvice from the
Forces crime prevention officers by il sections of the commusity, In al,
over I_E:OBB socurity surveys of property wore oarried out by h:udqumcu.
avd divisisnal crima prevention officers, who betneen them gavs some 1,600
:alks D!::r the subject of crime preveation to varlous public organisations, On
ﬁ%l;:l ke of oeu:.swns headquariers ofiicers also gave advice on radio and teles

Thg m?hilc :_ri:xy prevention advics contro hes again been used in areas

B hia! f household burglary ¢ 1 idents

to tgkc reasonuble and sensible precautions to prevent m.';}‘m‘:s:ﬁm
Dauring 1978 over 43,000 people secking advics visited tho centre, "
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Muowated Branch

‘Tho steength of the branch at the-end of the yzar was 206 officers against an
establishment of 214,

During the year. 17 horses were purchased, two were sold by auction as
temperamentally unsuitable, ono died and 11 were humancly put down, The
number of horecs on 315t Decomber was 196 againt sn establishment of 201,

The training of recruits was maintained throughout the year and refresher
courses were attended by officets of this Fores, In addition officess from Steath-
slyde Police and West Yorkshite Mctropolitan Polico atiended an advanced
equitation course and zoven L deted & courss In equitation at
the riding school, Royal Mews.

Mauated: Branch officers were responsible during 1978 for 159 arrcsts,
2,157 summonses, 2,620 verba! warnings and 716 stops, They were engaged on
992 oceations for ceremonial and other dutics and 30 occasions in connection
with the mafatanance of public ender,

Thames Blviston

Progress was made with the cconomies referred to fast year ond, whes
four of the new duty boats were brought Into service, tho cstablishment of
personnc] was reduced and Hampton and Erith stations wero closed. Moorings
for police boats, however, remain in these arces and patrols are meintained.

‘The delivery of a further thres new duty boats for the tideway is duc in ths
coming year and this will epable further economiss to be made including the
clasure of Barves station, whers & mooring Wil be retained, snd Blackwall
station. Ths use of a new lov-wash craft on the upper reaches of the siver Is
under consideration.

1n 1978 officers of the Ulvision wer called upon fo deal with 169 dver oot~
dents, in 25 of which 41 people wustained peresnal Injury and six died. A total
of 59 persons were rescued from tho river and of these 36 were rescued by police,
Royal Humane Socicty awards were mads duting the year to five clvilians and
five polioe afficers. ‘Tho number of dead bodies recavered from the siver was 52
of which ono remains upidentificd.

In November Thames Division became s branch of A" Deputient under
he direction of Commander A2/6/10,

Yederwater Starch Unit
Tha unit was involved in 129 oparational seatches, occupying & total of 232
days, and & further 87 days were spent on periodic searches, exhibition sctivities
and training. Recoveries by the unit fncluded 13 dead bodies, 17 motor cars,
14 motor cysles and numerous offensivo weapons and items of stofen property.
During the year five officers from tho unit attcaded the Polics Divieg School
in Northumbria for further training,

Dogs Section

OF tho 368 dogs an the streagth at 1he end of tho year, 299 wese operations],
62 were undes training and soven were breeding bitches. A total of 54 dogs were
disporcd of because of age or illness, OF the 48 puppies reared during ihe year,
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Tids section of the Act came into effect on 19th June, Between 193k Juoe
and st Deoember, 166,364 persons wero arrosted by this Force. These included
ngcsu for indictable crimes and other arceste—ths mafority—for less seriouy
ofiences,

In most cases the individus] was quickly released or a request 0 Inform a
reasonsbly named person progipy fulfilled. OF the 166,364 people arrested, it
WaS necessary to delay notification In 453 cases for a period of four hours or
mote and jn 61 of these cases the delay was for 24 kours or more, In cach of
the cases for which the dalay in natification exoceded 24 bours a detaifed roport
wak submitted to the Home Office in accordance with ths current procedures
Tor munitoring the operation of this section of the Act.

Beiting, gaming and lotteries

8ix warmnts were executed in respect of unlawful bettiag during the year,
tompared with three In 1977, Six cases were decided by the end of the year nn&
the fines and costs Imposed by the caurts totalled £981,

The number of gaming wartaats exceuted was 150 compared with 81 in 1977,
OF this total, four related to gaming machines, five to dice and cards or dice
alone, $1 dssnd $0to pal-k d fag-tan. In addition nix. of gamlng
with cards and one case of bingo were dealt with by way of summons, Duting
ths year 131 gaming eases (15 of which originated in 1977) were decided. Fines
and costs imposed by the courts totalled £36,746: Three orders wers mada for
forfeiture of mashines and in one other case the machines were roturned to the
supplier,

One warrant woa cxecuted §n connection with a foite &
tobes Yarmat e with 8 fottery and the case is due

At the eud of the year 25 clubs were lctnsed for gaming other than bing
147 clubs for bingo oaly under the provisions of Part IT :fgtbe Gaming Ac%?;gsd

3t d for gamsing under the Act,

farth
furthor cluby

Clubs

At 3Ist Decomber there were 3,209 clubs operating under registratl
certificates and 636 operating under justices’ Ycences, The comblnedm:om oaaf
3,845 represented an intreass of 93 over the previous year's figures,

Dusing the year five raids were maede on registered clubs and 15 on li
;x;b;,;:ms wez‘n_cm;;p’!clcd I: ‘x‘expc:t of 12 cases {of wmgu‘il)x‘ocx;
out in oni
ok ) nes and costs imposed by the courts

Lleeored
Excluding clubs operating under a justices’ license, there were at
the year 10,247 premises Heensed for the sule of inloxiendn; “q:nxrh:o:n;:f
;y;:tiun ‘:n lb‘e pr::in:gci: Of .(lhm‘?? had restaurant, residential or com.
i restautint s entil 3 2
byt The number of offlicenwed premises

K

J

Duting the year 68,167 special orders of exemption extznding pormitted
hours were granted to Yotnsed premises and clubs, of which 19,559 wero for
Christmas kod the New Year period. The corresponding fgures for 1877 were
66,264 and 19,485 respectively,

Dratkennesy

During the year, 41,594 persony {37,824 males and 3,770 females) were
[ Jed sgainat for r deynkenness with aggmvation and 35,304
wese convicted, Thess totals were respectively 2,545 and 2,115 lower than those
for 1977, In adéition, 1,199 persons proceeded sgaingt for other offences were
also charged with drankenness, resulting in 1,020 convictlons. These figurcs do
not include persons proxcoutod for being under the influenco of drink or drugs
when driving or in chargs of vehicles,

of the for and with aggravation, 3,234
(involving 3,022 males apd 232 females) were for offeoces committed ‘by persons
in the 18 to 20 age group and 925 (lavolving 866 males and 59 females) wete
for offences committed by persons under [8 years of age.

Comparstive figures af petsons procecded against for drunkenness, lho‘wing
the proportion per 1,000 of the estimated population, are given in Appendix 14,

Obncene prblications

In Chiapter | of my Reportlasl year I d that several British-produced
publications had been declared {5 bo obsceno by the couxts. The matier was
sbsequently discussed with the Director of Pubilc Prosteutions and R was
agreed thot divisions should be advised that, in accordance with Scction 3
of the Obscene Publicutions Act 1959, sample purchases of home-produced
material could now be plased befor fustices of the peace for thait decislon
whether search warrants should be issued authorising the scizure of simitar
publications, Since 16t February 784 such warrantg have been granted In respact
of newsagents and bookshops and by the zad of theycar 308 fotfeiture arders
had been graoted,

A smell branch comprised of uniform officers based ot headguasters i3
responsible for the mote complex enquisies Involving printers and publishers
and the investigation of the souree and distribution of Hlegatly-imported
overseas publications, Jn this werk closz lisison is maintained with other Iaw

forcement agencles, During the year the branch executed St search warrants
snd seized 1,037,938 artickes, In sddition 17 searh warsanis were oxecuted by
this branch under Section 4 of the Protestion of Children Act 1978

A tot] of 1,235 scarches wero cartied out under the authority of warrants
granted under the Obscone Pablieations Act 1959 which resulted in the :egzwe
of 1,229,111 articles, There werealso 401 o i other eoust

eine 427 Indivi or compan
It was sgreed with 1be Director of Public Px:otgcmivm that with offect l‘r?m
heweuld nolongs P altp
abscene publications and that in most easts logal representation would be
provided by the Soligitor's Department. During the year, 1,018 cascs weze
referred to the Directar while 10 others were deait with entitely by this Foree,
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CHAPTER 4
Crime
Crims statistics for the yesr

General

Tha crime statistles relate to ol offences recorded by the Forco during the
year for which erime reports ars produced, They nclude indictabls cmes which
are reported to the Home Office fogother with other cximes for which crime
Feports are produced but which are cxcluded from the Home Office statlstios
of indictable crime,

The number of indictsble crimes recorded by tho Foren during 1978 was
562,387, This is lower than the ding total of a year ago
and is the first decreass in Indiotable efime for some years, Details of the oum.
bers of indictable crimes recorded and cleared up are thowa In Appondices
15 and 16 respectively, The cl fons fn these areth d
the Homs Office; the sume classifications are used in Appendix 18 which
contalns o breakdown of burglary, robbery and the showing the estimated
value of propesty stolen, A summaty of crimes reconded during the past five
years is shown In the table below, This tablo and the others io this chapter uss

8 based upon & ¢i as well as 8 logal clnsification,
These do not correspond dirsctly with the Home Offive classifications but are
of more direct valug for poliee purposes, The variations within each of these
broad crime cotegories arc analysed in detall ater in this chaptcr.

Crimes known by ealegory and yeor
Cuirgory of exime 1974 1978 1 owme o | o
Crimes of vipleoge:
Asgplty, efs. inclading bontle N waw |
R?ﬁ‘:’- and"ofbes violeht sﬁ 1.:” ::.;su 0an W
e e z 129 | 2418
Hurghry., .. .. ] 6 | sRat | 068 | amim xéﬂg
Autoenimo .. ., 5, ) 13928 | weS52 | IMess | 104 | 17008
Ghertbeland tandtiag . 11 issoez | Hasts | 19810 | 14108
Criminat damago and ‘migcele ] # SIS | a0 | Bl
faneows L. .| sadas8 | ossans | oo | et | mwm0e
Told .. . L1402 | asseo | sonses | ssaosz | sene7
Oberarimet .. .. .} W | ey | owa | asam | rese
it November 1993,

way
Additional crizcs recoeded ks & result pusnber :mtm&?htwl
i W¥enoes, comitied aa London Trs: itk R,
iy the British Transport Police, a1e sxcloded from tho figuro.
TExchided from the towal.

1Responiibility Tor pobicing Heathrow M,K‘
8

3

)

Anwwad prrcentogy changes In crimes kncoen by catepory ond yeor

Cutogory of crime 14 1978 1976 it 1978
of :
Asuaulis, aie, including homl-
kit P +4 +1 +6 +O
Robbery aad other viclent
[V B~ | +43 +21 +23 -2
Bugiy.. . .. .} #D +H +9 +13 -1
Aut wdbandisy 1 Ig % + ‘1’ rg + %
Fn“ndnl.?dfuwy § ] -6 1 %32 o | -2 -1
Criical damage sod misedl-
lancousy N - | + & +7 +10 +§
kL P R 2 1 +9 34 +12 -

Growthin crime is-not merely & phenomenon of recent years and 1he rates of
increass in tho table above ave fulrly typical of those which have been recorded
since the mid.1950s, The cumulative effect of such increnses over the years is
considerable and ginco 1955 recorded crime bas increased by about 400 per
cent while the strength of the Force has Increased by Isss than 40 per cent.
After & perfod of relatively small rates of increase from 1957 to 1973, thero was
an average soaual rise of 10 per cent over the next few years. IS to be hoped
thist tho slight decling in 1978 is an indication of a reduction in the ncoont
high rate of incresse,

‘The quarterly percentago changes in the number of scrious crimes in the chart
on pags 40 have been caleulsted by comparing the ctimo totals for each quarter
with the corresponding pedod In the previous year. The chart shows that an
Inerease of sbout § per cent jn crime during the first six months of 1978 was
followed by s commensurate decresse during the second six months of the year.
fo tome cxtent the decline in tho second half of this year srises from the
exceplionally bigh totuls recorded for the corrssponding period of 1977,
However, even if alfowance were made for fhis, & small decling in crime would
still be apparent for the second half of 1978,

Although there was no oversll 101978, th
in {ndividual crime categorics, The largest Increaso was 10 per cent and occutred
in “assaulls ete.”. The declines :f;uﬁ ::;;1 et in "r_obll:xly wm:;lnkm
theft™ and In bur, compared were particularly we tween
1974 aod 1977 |i:le‘i?umbn of “tobberics and opu:::t violent thefts” had more
than doubled and during the sume period the pumber of burglarics increased by
more than 40 per cent. The declio during the last tix montks of 1978 pieant that
the normal scasonal pattern for ctime was Iess clear weual, There was, for
instance, no seasonal increasa in “rabbery and other violent theft” or in burglary
during the final three months of 1978, However, for “‘assaulis eic.” and * auto-
erima™ the usual seasonsl changes wero seen, with relatively low totaly during
ho first throe months of the year and & scasonal peak during tho Iatter part of
thsyear,
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Cvimes cleared up

The number of indiclable erimes cleared up in 1978 was 118,599, 2 dealing of
1 per cent compared with the 1977 totol, The clear up rate for 1978 was 21 per
eent: tho same as the previous year. This s the fiest year that the clear up rate hag
not {allen sinca 1973 when it was 28 per cont: although, os pointed’out last year,
the decline cofneided with a period of relatively large mites of fncrease in crime.
Approximately 39,000 clear ups were of crimes which were undetected when
initisdly seported. Over 23,000 of these clear ups, more than half of the.total,
wereachieved on thasame day that the erime was reported. The chisrt on page4l
shows the clear up tates for 1978 for cach erime category. The clearup rates for
recent years are shown in Appendix 17,

Arrests

During 1978, 108,167 people were nrrested for indictabls erimes, a decline of
2 per cent corspared with 1977, OF those arrested 26,260 were given into the
custody of the Forco by other badies; about 80 percont of thes hadb
for shoplifting. Appendix 19 shows by oge group the numbers and percentages
of people arrested Tor each categoty of crime, OF those narested doring 1978,
27 per cent werg pged between 10 and 16, o somewhat lower pirsportion than for
1977, A further 23 per cent of those arrested in 1978 were agedi17 to 20 which
means that, overall, sbout half of those arrested for indictable crimes were
under 21 years of age, Tt is not possible to conclude, however, that half of ali
crjmcs were committed by people under the sge of 21-~not all of thoss arrested
will subsequently be convicted and fo those crimes which are not cleared up-—
tho great majority—the ags of the offender is not known. Nevertheless, the
arrest siatistics do show a disturbing Involvement in crinio by young people,
This ds particularly so for “robbery aud other violent theR™, burglary nad
autocrime Where between two-thirds and thres-quasters of those nrrested were
under 21, Thic 108,167 arrests for. indistable crime included 19,797 females,
12,214 of'whom were arrested for shoplifting.

Crimes of violence

This category contning two different groups of offences which are considesed
sepasotely. The common denominntor liaking the two groups is the potential
for violence ogatnst the victim. The fiest group, “nssaulls ete.”, includes homicides
and violent sexual offences as well as the moze usun! assaults. The second group
covers robbery and any other theft where violonce is invelved; for this reason &
small number of burgluries are included, Appendix 20 gives some detnils of the
circumstances surrounding these exrimes, the weapons involved and whether or
notinjury.resulted.

The number of “assaults e50.” secorded in 1978 was §0
1917 telnl.dl)gﬁng xi&yw 184 ides {murder, Janghtc v‘c:( s'baw::.t.he
were secorded and 106 were cleared up. The homiclds tota! ropre:
fall from the 145 or 50 which had been recarded each ycursineepl‘);;?u amrked

There was, however, o shurp increase in 1978 in attempts aqd: threats to
mutder. For some years slight increases have tecorded in the number of
offences of rape nnd the increaso of sbout 50 per cent for 1978 with

)

Asscuilys ond other vioknce aglast the person, by offcnce t5e

Olfence type /e 1975 1976 W i ]
Ramicido .. . . .. 2 143 145 "2 1"
Alternpts and threats 1o mosder ik 148 108 50 178
pe G W s . 136 67 180 i s
Cauth jcal Faxinit]
ARG - gt o] s gl m »

Wounding and olker mets ene
dlngcrg\; T 1004

o .y o e e 208 403 7]
Qther woundings aad assauits .. R458 9,25 Han 12,053 13294
Total i . . 2918 1M 1263 nan-l R

‘The great mufority of crimes i the “assaulls eto,” group are woundings or
aseaults of varying soverity, Fhe moro scrious “woundings and other acts

ds > siowed Tittle i in 1978 compared with 1977; the increase
oocurred mainty In theless ings and s inly th Hed
“Section 477 assnults—os §t has sinoe 1974, The number of “assaults ete.”
javolving the wanton dischorgs of firearms was $27 in #978 compared with
475 for 1977: the majority of these wero assauits occasioning actual bodily barm
~Seotion 47" dssaults,

T 1978 the Increase in “sssaults cte.’” belwoen strapgers was 20 per cont; in
affencés whers the suspect and victim hid been proviously kuown to pach ather
thore was a fill-comparcd with 1977, Of 1hs offonces where the suspect and
victim had not previously Rnown each other 26 per cent ocucred between
10 pam. and midaight whils 37 per cent cccurred on Fridays dad Saturdays,
similar proportions to-thoss of st year. Duding the year 8,150 “assaults cte)”
sweto cleared up compared with 7,252 fox 1977, The great majorliy of the elear
ups {77 per cent) were schieved on the same day that the offence was reported,

During 1978, 12,180 robberits ond othisr violent thefts were rocorded, &
decrease of 2 per cent compared with the 1977 total, As the table brlow shows,
between 1974 and 1977 the number of theso offences more {Han doubled.
This high rate of Increase continued during:tho first six months of 1978 ond
thers was o decline of o aimilnr order during tho Jast six months of the year
to give for the year o3 = whole a-small, net decrease, The sharp seasonal
which normally occurs dusing the final three months of the year was absent
for1978 und this may bo nn indication that the large increaseX In robbery aed
ottier violent theft fn. rocent years sro conting o a cnd,

The great mojority of ** t0.” i P il property
—nbm?( 83 pc‘r‘ oegt were in 1978—nond whereas “robberies et of buslness
propenty declined by 15 per cent the ausmber of rabberics and other violont
thefs of personal property swas slightly higher in 1978 tlian in the provious year,
Tho offcntes committed ogainst budness property aro overwhelmingly robberies
rathior thon any other form of violent theft and the decline for robberies of
busiacss property dn tramsit was particplarly sharp—dusing 1978 there were
509 such offeriees, 23 per cent fewer than in 1977, As in previous years about

firds of these offences favolved propesty which was being varrled on foot

1977 is disturbing, There was & largs jncreass also in the numbse of ather,
violent 1 s on fernales—from 197 i 1977 10 2620 1973,
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and in the open. Most of tho remainder involved property which was belng
carsied 1o the coures of theic employment by people such as roundsmen.
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“Qther violent thefts” juclude any theft-related offence other than robbery
in which actual or potential violence againat the victim Is involved, There were
5,586 such offences in 1978, s total similar 1o that for 1977, These offences
genierally fnvolve the theft of personat r than business p and the
majotity are committed ngainst womea and are the kind of offenco commonly
kpown 83 “soatches”,

>

when 8 decling of atiout 10 per cont was recorded compared with the second
balf of 1977, As a result the seasonal peak which ususlly occurs during the
fina! thres months of the year was absent for 1978, The 1978 fgures for walkejn
burglasies were conslstently below thoso in 1977 throughout the year but the
deeline in forciblo entry burglarics occutred only during the last six mouths of
ths year, Forcibla entsies of reidential premises fncreased by 7 por cent in
1978 over 1977 in contrast with the decreases elscwhicro,

Robbery by d ather violent 1A
- Burglary by method ond type of premizes

Clrcumstanoes of offeare 1974 915 916 wn 1918 q
anm%{ ‘business property: . “© 2 © . — mmmm 4 1978 8 i e
Qupremises .. oL | W6 | 1296 | 1368 | 138 | 1403 Indweiling .. . .| 208 | Mo | ossw | aae | osam
i ity s | en | e | am | oum ng:ﬁ;ﬂ‘“""“m' - ;"’m :z'm Ao | iz |

A o 63 10 3,
Compncrtorsd’ L | Wl i © CRER T oot baidng o | 5o | B8 | WM | W8 |
Almotbey v o e ] 31851 | €A2 | 8552 | 6326 | 6564 Toal .. .. .| S633 | omndt | rossds | aanin | oniey
Ottervioleat elt .. .. | 2419 | 3507 | 4G | 385 | 8886
Tn 1978, 57 per cent of burglaries were of resi § premises, d wi
LR Thoud M Mhciadt Mt M 55 per cent In 1977, of dwellings in 1978 whils i

Firearms were involved i 734 robberics during 1978—11 per ccat of ali

b with 935 ies during 1977, & docreass of 21 per cent,
In 40 of tho offences a fircarm was actually fired compared with 61 such cases
in 3977, OF the 734 robberies where firearms were involved the great majority
involved business property. Tho cfforts directed against bank robberics towards
the end of 1977 wore continied throughout 1978 and as a resnit there weze
only 20 bank during 1978 with 41 tho previous year,

‘The ““peak’™ periods for robherios and other viglent thefls of businats property
were beiween 2 p.m, and 7 pm, on Fridaye and Satuzdays when, for instance,
more than 30 per cont of all “robberies cte!” of business propesty in transit
cccurred. For'robberies ete.” of persanal property thero tas the same tendency
to a woeekly “peak™ on Fridays and Saturdays although ofiences tended to
oosur fates, between 3 p.m. and midnight,

During tho year 1,987 robberies and other violeat thefis were cleared up,
an ioercase of 21 per cent over 1977 and the clear up rats rose, for the first timo
insomis years, to 16 per cent. About 27 per cent of these clear ups wers moorded
when the offenco was first reported and a further 28 por cont on the same day
that the offence was reported. About 70 par cent of clear ups for robbery and
other violent thelt were achizved by the nrrest of a suspect rather than as &
result of further chasges, ete., agniast suspects alrcady under arrest,

Burglary
This category oxciudes the small number of burglaries—I58 in 1978-~where
thevictimis subjected to violenoe; these have beon included in crimes of viclense,
There wers 124,127 burglatics recorded during 1978, & 2 per cent decling come
pared with 1977--the first decline for five years, For the finst aix months of
1978 the number of burglasles was about € per cent above the cormaponding
fevel for 1977, The situation changed abruptly in the scoand balf of the yoar
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of pon-residential promiscs deoreased--particularly walk-ln borglaries which
were 21 per cent fever than in 1977, OF the 68,871 burglaties of dwellings in
1978 39,789 wete of houses, o similar total to that for 1977, Thoe nomber of
turglarics of fiats was 7 pet cent mors than kn 1977, The increase in burglarics
of both houses and £ats was in forcible entrics rather than in walkein burglaries.
Burglarics against other residentlal premi inly hotel: 6 per cent
fower in 1978 then in 1977 which d ing the 2
Hdgh fncrease of 30 per cent recorded fast year. Howover, the ducling here was
mainly In forcible catry offences whils the decline in walksin busglaries was
relatively small at 3 per cont. During 1978, cash or goods to the value of £100
or more were stolen in 34 por oént of residential burglatics compared with
39 percent of burglaries of non-reridential premises.

During the year, 12,615 burglarics vere cleared up, & deercase 019 per cent
compared with 1977 as & resolt of which the clear up rate fuil again this year
10 10 per cent, This represonts s continustion of the staady decling Jo the clear
up rito since 1973 when it was 17 per cent. Since 1973, although the number of
‘burglaries has fnoreased by niore than hslf' thore hes been no ingrease in the
number cleared up. Tho clear up rate for burglaries of residéntisl premises
was 9 per cont fu 1978 compared with 10 per cont in 1977, For burglarics of
banks and retail establishments the clear up rato was unchanged at 15 per cent,
‘Tho clear up rate becowes progressively fower as the value ctolen fucreases.
Whereas in 1978 I8 per cent of burgl teared up lue stol
was loss than £1, In burglaries where £500.or more was stolen the clear up
ato was 7 per cont, Of tho 12,615 burglariss dumd up during 1978, 7,939
€3 per ceat of the total—were undetected initially, the other 37 per cent being
cieared up when the offence was first . This means that durlng 1978
about one inftially undetocied burglary was cleared up for every 15 reported.
Overali 63 per cent of busglary clear ups were schicvod on the day that the offenco
was seported. About 4 por cont of those burglarics not elearcd up on the day
that they 8 d ed wpin 1978,
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Autoerime

This category comprises theRs from motor vehicles and the usutharised
faking or theft of motor vehiclos or othicr conveyances, mainly bisycles, During
1978 autocrime increased by 2 per cent over 1977 and again sepresented about
one-thied of all indictable erime. In the first six monthy of the year the smount
of autocrime was 12 per cent above tho coresponding levels for 1977, Howover,

@ reversat of the trend in the last six months of the year resulted in & decreass
of about § per cent, Nevertheless, the usual scasonal peak occurred dusing the
finnd three months of thes year,
Autocrime by 1ype of offente

Offence 974 1975 515 19577 197
“Theft of moter vehlcle® | omsas | eseI | oisIm | 20588 | 22060

Unawhorised taking of mofar
i | SR | g | g | me | s
Thett from vehels } uetToia | ) wx: | o | e | om
Toelt ol Bieycle, o, oo | 3018 | seaad | 16ok | pow | ‘o7

“Folal s an e | EMASIE | 146352 | 150656 | 144 | ITLNY

- $Nommoatly & car §s regazded &3 stoken ratber than taken without consent i i 1s pot secovered.
within 30°days.

“The greatest increases in 1978 occurred in unauthotised taking and theft
of motor vehicles. Tho number of thefts from vehioles way fittle changed and
theRs of bicycles and other conveynsoes declined by 4 per cent in 1978 compared
‘withsths previons year. This decline contrasts with the shacp lucreases in thix
type of offencs singe 1973

The number of autosrimes cleared up was 17384, slightly lowor thas the
1977 total although the clear up rate remained uvachanged at 10 per cent.
The majority of clear ups were for unauthorised taking of a motor vehicle
whereas for other types of offence the numbers of clear ups wero small, The clear
up rates for thefts from vehicles which wero moved and for theRs of bicysles
sad ather conveyances were unchanged from last year at 4 per cent. Overall,
38 per cent of the 17,381 autocrime clear ups were achisved at the same ims
ﬂkmt the affence was first reporied and o further 22 per cent were ashieved on

that the offe
¥

Other theft and handling

Included here aro afl thefls other than violont theft or autocrime, which have
brau scparately dealt with, In 1978 a quaster of all indictable crimo was “other
thef and handling” and the total was 6 per cent below that for 1977, The
growth since 1974 in *'other theft and handling™ has been Jower than for crime
geuerslly—ihe 1978 total was only 10 per cent sbove the 1974 fovel. As was
geuerally evident the decrease in 1978 compared with 1977 was most marked
during the last six months of the year: during the firat part of the year there was
little change compared with 1977, Usually there {3 ® scasonal peak In “other
}hl.!;t ;;:}d handling “during the fast three months of the year but'this was abseat

for 1978,
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The number of plckpocket offonces tecorded during ihe year was 3,513,
9 per cent more than in 1977, Other thelts from the person declined in 1978
by ison with 1977, inulng the trend of the previcus year. The number
of thefts of personal property from dwellings, offices and 30 on, was 4 per cent
:e!oew the 1977 lavel while the number of thefis of business proporty declined

y § per cont.

Duging the year 25608 shoplifting offcnces were recarded. However, this
provides littls indication of the prevalende of shoplifting sinco offences generally
toma to notice only when an offender is apprehended, Nevertheless, the growth
in shoplifting which bad bees svident for kome years appears to be moderating,
Therowere 23,189 clear ups of shoplifiing offcnces—20 per oent of the indlotable
crims of all kinds cleared up daring the year. The 23,957 anrcsts for shoplifting.
inoludsd 21,188 which were the resnlt of a suspect being given Into the custody
of the Force by, for example, a store detective. For “other theft” spart from
shoplifting or hasdling stolen gaods, 17,018 clear ups were recorded during the
year, & olear up rats 6f 16 pey cont. The mojority of thess clear ups accurred at
the time the offéncs was first seported.

Fraud and forgery

‘The number of fraud and forgery offantes recorded gives a partioulasly poor
indication of their prevalence, It is thought that many offences of this type aro
not reparted to the police and there ar difficulties in attempting to count or
classify theso offences consistently a3 soms aro extremely camplex. Duripg 1978
the amount of fraud and forgey recorded ahowed Hivo changs over 1977 and
fudeed there has been littfo chaage in the tolal for some years, Tho majerty of
the offorices recorded were, a3 usual, cheque frauds.

Criminal damage and miscellanrous erime

The great majotity of offences in this gronp—over 50 per cent i 1978 wers
criminal dumage. Dutlog the yesr 86,812 offonces of causing criminsl damago
were fecorded, a8 § per cont Increase over 1977, Similxe anausl rates of
ncrease have bocn recorded for criminal damage since 1974 Amongst the
misccllancous crimes there was an lucreste of 10 por cent dn non-violeat sexual
offences, the first significant Increasc stoco 1974, In abont 30 per cont of theso
offences the victim and suspect kad been proviously known fo each other, The
aumber of offzaces of "going cquipped to ateal’* appears to have fevelled off
at around 1,200, having decti bout 1,800 In 1974, This decl
with the increase in burglary over the ssme perlod.

During the yess 9,123 offences of criminal damage were cleared up giving &
rats for this type of offence of 14 por ceut. For non-viclent sexual offences the
clear up rate was 58 percent; whers theze had been some prcvlqul association
between victits and suspest the ciar up rate was 82 por cent, butit is considered

e Pebi i

&
Other crime

“Tho crimes incloded undsr this heading ate thess for which the Fosee com-
pletes crimo reporta but which the Home Offics doss not include in the statistics
of indictable offences secorded by tho police. The numbers of thesa offences
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Lhesi ial property. The branch acceded £ taf
surycilfance whetever possible tut only at the expense of intelligence gatheriag
which is the principal function of the branch,

The explosives officers of €7 Branch stiended a total of 1214 incidents,
#n Increase of 71 per ecot over the 1977 Bgure, OF these 39 proved 1o bs hoaxes
often involving the use of falss devices of highly realistic construction, bt in
each of these cases the suspicious item hud 10 be treated as a live devios notil
expert fon reveated The ion of iting restri
on civil st Jed to n small but welcome increass In the number of scenes of
crimg officers. Over 100,000 examinations were made: an sverage of almost
1,100 perofficer.

A large reduction in the number of messages and enquiries feocived from
ather forces enabled the Meiropolitan and Provincial Came Branch to cany
cut mwore intelligenco wark, This development, which produced some excellent
results, by the Home Countles forees,

"The most notable feature of the worklozd of the M fitan Police Forensle
Sclence Laboratory was a 14 per cent rite in the pumber of spocimens analysed
In drinking and diiving cases. This represented an abrupt reversal of tho mattern
of decling which has caisted since 1973, There was also a 2 per cent {ncrease
In erlme cases. Increased attention was paid to training: newly appointed
police surgeons nnd senfor detectives ottended courses which wore coccived
enthusiastically. Theso courses are likely to beoomo a regulsr part of the Lab.
omtory's programme,

Administration
Last year’s Report reforred to the unzcoeptable burden placed oo the Force's
Hmited by with f who songht

information after claims had becn fodged because of fosses through theft or
Burglary, As envisaged the service was discontinued at the end of Januacy

and the saving of time both at Force I and, mors
of operstional officers’ time at police stations, was considerable and Immedinte,
i with of the i during

the year with a view to devising o system to assist them and to help members
of the public who have been the victim of crime with the minimum use of our
scarco operational resources,

Contrary to popular beliel the natfonnl central burean of the International
Crime Poliee O {Interpol} is not as operational unit but is the resps
sibility of an administrative branch of “C" Department. At the 1978 World
Assembly, Mr. G. 1. Keliand, Assistant Cormmissloner “'C", was clected to
the Executive Committee of ICPO. While o new countries jolned the 126
member nations of the organlsation, the teafRo in radlo messages dealt with by
tho United Kingdom burcau increased, sxceeding 40,000 for the first ime.

Spectal Brench

To & Houte of Commaons debate on 24th May details were given of the man-
power and functions of the Metropolian Police Special Branch and of officers
similarly employed by othier police forces. It was emphasised that esch chicf
constable was responsible for the activities of his Special Brench cffoers.
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in thecase of the Meteopolitan Police, the branch forms partof “C** D
di ibla i h the Assistant C C o the C
The officsts of ths branch carry out invaluable work pasticularly in the aati-
tesrorist ficld and in protecting British and foreign dignitarics. In 1978 this
faiter duty occupled. 5,331 man days aad the branch also comploted 1,822

anturatisation and regisiration cases.

CID on disisions

A major changs o the organisation of erime squads took effcct in March:
divisional sqoads werc disbanded and replaced on cach sub-division by smaller
units comprising both uniform and CID officers. The responsiblity of sub-
divisional chief supcrintendents was further oxtended towsrds the end of the
year when they assumed fulf operationat ibitity for alf 1 on
their snb-division including CIE officers.

5




CHAPTER §
Traffie

Accldents and cascaities
Accldents

- During the year there were 53,698 nseidents resulting in destb or injury, &
decreaso of 1,503 (3 per cent) compared with the provious year, General traffie
fovels in Greater London increased Quring the year by 4 per cent. Whan this
increase is related to the adverse driving conditions brought about by un shove
average sumber of officially classificd wet days, thie reduction in sccidents iy
all ths more gratifying: The numbers of accidents involving death, serious and
slight injury in each of the 10 years up to and including 1978 nro shown in
Appendix 21, and the distributlon of fatal and injury necidents by months,
together with the corresponding figures for 1977, s shown In Appendix 22,

Averaged over tho yoar tho number of ascidonts per day was 147, Friday
continued to prodice the highest weokday total and 5 to 6 p.m, remained the
worst hour for sccidants,

In the following 9blc 'tho Lnddunt totals for bank boliday periods in 1978

yeansi—

w78 w17 1976 1978
New Yeat's Day o [N (A ] 145 104
Baster(Thun-Mon) .. .. .. 585 2 511 &4
MayDay . i o . 133 o - —
Spring(Fri-Mon) .. “ . 543 25 530 434

LateSummer(Fri-Mon) .. - 427 542 an 488
Chuistmas{23rd-27th) e 50t 700 €33 681

Totd .. .. . .. .. 250 286 238

*Now Yenr's Day was & Bunday, the dsy of the week o0 which kast ascidenty ooowr,
Based on dally aceldent averages for 1978, & total of over 2,830 zcaldents
would have been expected if the days during the bank holiday periods had bean
oommxl days,
decldent characieristies

Appendix 23 shows tha typo of location at which injury accidents cocured
and the number of vebicles involved. Spven ot of every 10 injury nocidents
oecusted at of near & function of some kind and of these some 38 per cont wore
ata T or staggercd junction. Twenty-two per cent of atf ancidents occuzred
on or within 50 yards of a pedestrian crossing ficility.

An soalysis of the various classes of vehicies tnvolvad in socidents is given in
Appendix 24,
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Casualtier
Caxusitios by class of road user and degres of injury arcshiown in Appendia 25,
Amﬂofa&z persons sere idlled o injured In road accidents. This was
1,511 (2 per oent) less than in 1977, Deaths incroased by 38 (S per cont) whilst
saddouy sod tlight Injurics fell by 30 (less than | per oent) and 1,619 §3 per cent)

sespectively, The follawing table shows the number of persons killed among

different clxsses of road wser fn 1978 and for the four preceding yoursi—
w8 1977 1916 1975 Wi
Pedostrians .. .. . 367 m n 349 382
Pedaleyellsts .. .. 39 M o 33 2
Motor ayellsts® ., . i i 162 73 74
Driverssad pasengers ., 239 213 33 241 244
Alrosduses .. .. %6 @ 18 W m
— ——— — _— S—

*Motor eyetists™ bncides all siders of two-whetled §

Diespite a continulng increass in the nomber of two-wheeled motor vebicle
users on the rdads, their tatal casualtics decredsed by about B per ctnt com-
pared with the previcus year, This reverses the upward trend first poticed in
1973, The astlonal “Saforider™ training schome for motor gyclsts announced
by the Secretary of State for Transport towards the cnd of 1977“ud introduced
during the year, togethior with the GreaterLondon “Ride Bright” campalgn and
the continued publicity almed at inoreasing the safety of yoong riders, appesrs to
beashioving results.

Child casualties

total aupiber of children (under 35 years of ago) kifled or infured wan

B.;?i?a deereass of 567(6 per cent), This Is the fowest annvol total siacs 1557,

Full details of the 1978 figures sro dum;n dﬂn Al%g’;udk 26, and the following
re 5 bt b 500 1973,

Rilled Injured Total
1973 e e e 5 10,624 10,899
1974 e e e £ 9758 9,816
1975 e e 65 5,28 9,296
1976 e e 65 8387 2032
1977 G e e 55 9,236 9,291
1978 Ne e e B 8,651 874

pared with 1977 child pedestriza casualtios deeteased by 440 (8 per cent)
u?c?na ‘pedal cyclo casualtics by 8 (6. per cent). Other child cayualtics (mostly
passengees in molor cars) dafml‘ted by 45 (2 per ecnt). Some 13 per cont of sl

. w Application of accidant inteliigence
© The Accid A " B 1 d juctions
of high aocident risk, sxccpt during the first three woeks of the year, when teams
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were engaged in the escorting of emergency fire-fighting vehicles, In Decomber
teams were assigned to main shopplng centres of high accident risk whero, in
addition to their normal role, they assisted in muintaining teaffie fows and were
also involved I the intons) ity ferred 20 in Chapters 1 and 3,
Theie presence at high risk locations continued to ave a strong influence on
aspeets of road user behaviour most likely to tead to accidents. This was re-
fitcied in a reduction in the number of accidents at thess Jocations by almost
25 per cent which was maintafoed for Jong pesiods after the visits had ended,

During the yeas, officers of the Accident Prevention Unit dealt with over
250,000 people for offences and thoughtfess behaviour on the roads, an increass
of 42 per cont on the previous year. Py WAS d in
only 7 percent of theso cases,

The puter-based secident intell system R Hy
doring the year and the detalls of many additional high risk locations were
lul:a.xpcm(cd into the system, Further inthe system were
but it was decided to await the implomentation of the revited accident reporting
system, which is o3pected to be introduced within a few years, before proceeding
with these changes.

Traffic management
General

Duriag 1978, the Greater London Couscil made 548 Traffie M

)

Speed Hmbts
During the year the 30 mph peed rensiction on Tour roads was ralsed to
40 mph and, whilst it Iy still too early to sssess the fulf influence of thess varix.
tions, preliminary studics indicats that the speeds of the majority of matortist
uting the roads have remained unchanged and there bave beon fower aecldents
involvinginfury.

Beployment of traffic wardens
As stated in Chapler §, the manpower restsictions on tho traffic warden
service wero slightly refaxed during the year but recruiting difficultics and a
high wastage rate meani that the number of wardens employed continued to fall,
e the polley of ing traffic mainly witlin
controlled parking zoncs with only sporadic attention being given 1o other aresy
way maintained,

Contrelied parking

No new controlied parkiog zones wero fatroduced, bud small changes wero
mad ontraf grouuds,

New gestrictions on parking commercial vehicles on sirects at night wers
introduced in the London Boroughs of Barking and Hackney, In the London
Barough of Harlugey existing restrictions were amended 1o conform to thess
pplyinginather

Orders, a deereass of 94 from the 1977 figure of 642, O this total, 264 (218 in
1977) were for prescribed rautes, 177 (226) for walting and fpading restrictions,
8 (77) for pasking places, 24 (39) for bus lanes, 27 (51) for bus stop clearways
and 20 (6) for bans an overight street parking of lorsies,

Environmental measures

Towist voaches
‘Whils the fovel of tourist cosch trafflc romainied high during the year, it felt

befow that for 1977 which was an oxceplional year av it included the Silver
Jubil Theut f suitable offstreot parking space for conches

bl jculatly in regard to forcign coaches,

‘Theto oo appears 16 be a.more realistic attemp? to balance
considerations with the aeed to maintnin an adequate notwork of through roads
in London. Some exjsting environmental schemes have been modified after
expericnes biad shown that the disadvantages of the schiemes outweighed the
advaniages.

Tho Greater Loudon Couacll has agreed to cosure that restrictions lntro-
duced for environmental purposes do not creato operational problems for the
emergency serviees,

Automasic traffie signals
Traffio sigoals werg installed 8t 51 new sites and four existing sels of signals

were semoved. The net inreass of 47 seis brought the total sumbes in operation
in the Metropolitaa Police District to 1,954, O the 51 new sets, 43 were at
*pelican® crossings.

Centraf integrated irqffic control (CITRAC)

By the end of the year, 1,022 sigast installations bad becn brought under
computer control, thus completing Phase 2 of the computerisation progeamme,
It is 0ot Intended 1o bring any more sigaal instllations into the conteal control
system forths timobeing.

%

to present p
Many eomphigts ofiflsga parking by thess coaches are reccived from residents
in those central areas of London where there are a Jarge number of small botcls
which attract the forelgn cosch trado, but packing regulations are virtually
impessible to enfored on foreign couch drivers because of ihe very short perfody

. for which they ate in this country. Thy use of further sites for coach meters

central London bas been discussed with interested bodizs and it has been
:ﬂgmd that u further {8 cosch meters will be instalicd in time for tho poak
touristwasonin 1979,

With the peration of chiel los, coach the Football
League and the Traffic Commissivners, & schome has been devined to monitor
the movement of cokches carrying footbali supporters and it is hoped that the
areangements made wiit result in more effective sontrol of the hooligan element
travelling to and from matches by road,

Cabs ranks

ted; 15 exiating ranks were sftered; and five
B e rar st of e cal trade. A the 4 oftha

n 0T &
year the total nember of rmll:s was 525 and these provided 2,609 cab spaces,
»docrense of 39 from the previous year's figure.
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General
Information about the nuwber of persons procreded. agalost for traffle
offences is given under the beading “Court procecdlngs” in Chapter 3 and in
Appendiz 12,

Statistics relating to traffic offences which wero dealt with by procecdings
or disposed of by formal caution during the year, and comparisons with 1977,
are set out in Appendix 27,

In sddition, 386,742 verbal warnings were given comparcd with 359,682
in 1977, Of these 86,335 werc for Inconsiderate driving, 22,061 for oxceeding
a speed Jimit, 109,769 for causing 15,453 tor of the
wehicle Hghting regulstions and 19,881 for dangerous or defective vehicles.
Pedestrians were given 103,036 verbal warnings.

Proceedings for cousing. death by recklesy driving

Seetlon 50 of the Criminal Law Act 1977, which cams nto foree on 1et Deo-
ember 1977, arended Section 1 of the Road Traffic Act 1972 and changed thy
offence to ons of causing the death of another person by driving a mator vehicls
onaroad In 1578 dings at courts for this offence
were compicted in 30 cases and all were sent for trisl. The corresponding
number of offences of causing death by dangerous deiving for 1977 was 72
The crown courls tricd 77 offences in 1978, including some outstanding from
the previous year, and 53 convictions were recorded, In 1977 there were 115
trials and 89 : uzder the ofd legislat

. Drik and driving

During the year 11,821 p were [} and
Jjuvenite coutts for offenices of driving or sltemptisg to drive or belog in charge
of & motor velilclo cither whien un6it to drive through drink of drugs, or witha
blood alcohol #bove ibed Hmit, The
figure for 1977 was 10,786, There were 9,009 convictions in 1978 (8,536 in 1977).
A total of 509 offences, including some outstanding from the previous year,
were dealt with ot crown courts, and 605 convictions were recorded. As a result
of of Section )Sof i Law Act 1977, from 1 7th Inly
1978, il cases ure now dealt with summarily, Sentenees at ail courts for 1978
included 253 tenms of imprisenment (274 in 1977) and 185 suspended seatences
138), Periods of disqualification were imposed in 8,417 cases (8,327).

Details of the results of breath tests and analyses of blood or urise specirens
areabown in Appendix 28,

Disqualificatlons
Pisqualification from driving w dered for 18,397 traflic off. d
with 19,212 in 1977, ’

Fixed penatty ond excess eharge tickets
Tho nuember of traffic tickets issued during the yoar was 1,755,953, Of theso
1,499,634 were fixed ponalty notioss, 4 decrease of 100,674 (6 per cent) compared

56

)

with the 1977 Bguro and 256,319 were cxotss charge notices fasued at parking
meters which are supervised by traffic wardeos on behalf of Jocal authorities,
‘The latter figtire was 133,298 (34 per cent) fower than ja 1977 breante of fndus-
teinl sction taken by traffic wardens In sopport of a pay claim dusing the latter
part of 1978. The issue of fixed penalty notices wat also alfected by the Industrial
action but, a3 can be scen from Appeadix 29, the aumber of notices fisued by
palice Increased, Details of fixed peaalty notioes issued in 1978 aro shown by
offences in the table at Agpendix 29, Police have no information about the
payment of exoess charges or procesiing of excess charge notices as these are
matters for local authoritics.

"The disposal of the 1,499,634 fixed penalty notices isyued In 1978 and the
balasce outsianding from 1977 isahiown in tho tablo below:—
Halancooutstandingfrem 1877 ., .. .. .. 201,262
ismein 197 { . . 1,293,562

Totab .. . . . [T PPN 1,494,824
Disposcd of as follows s
Paid(scenoto®) .. .. .o 799,179
Paid (e hoto o) e @ T
Offender not identificd within the time limit for proceedings

(seenoto{d).. .. .. . . e 254,982
Listed for ummonses{sconote(e)y .. ., .. .. 149,388
Bafanoe cutstanding at end of yoxr “ e 144,736
Total v eeae e e LA%484

Notes

(8) The number issned (1,499,634} loss the number subsequently cansetied
{306,072} becausp thoy were unenft le, o.g the secipiont was
entitled to dipfomuatio imeunity or was an overseas visitor who had
1eRt the conntry or the owner could notbe dentified because the vehicle
curried a foreign régistration matk.

{b) Paymonts forfixed penalty notieds issusd during or after July 1978 may
berecsived in 1979,

() ‘Thoseasons for cancellation were: thete wers ereors {a the natices; the
issuing offioere tind Joft tho scrvice or wers otherwise unavailable to
give evidence; o fnformation s waifable to ndm(iwk(‘he owntr;

(@) Thers waa either o reply At al 6 the eoquiry of the Vehiele Reglstra-
tion Authority or the information was given 82 late of proved (o beso
out of date that there was insufiicient time fo complete the procedure
within the six months Hmit for laying of infarmatioay.

Includes the number of cases reaching court and the number which

@ should result in procendings bat l!ui!;chkvcmt is subject to the

and

Iaying of of at
the Centra) Ticket Offioo snd court time.
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Traftic Dividon

On 315t Decomber the polico strength of the division was 1,029 agalnst ag
cstablishment of 1,341, In sddition thore were 1,480 civil staff, including 1,342
traffic wardens and 51 vehicle removal officers.

The number of sbaormal load movementy notifizd ta police cose from 19,278
in 1977 to 22,343 bust the number in whichi the loads wers sccompanied by police
felifrom 1,12210984.

Remoral of vehicles
Ta exercise of thelr powers under the Removal and Disposal of Vehicles
Regulations 1968, pelice removed or caused (o be removed to povnds or police
stations 47,935 vehicles which bad been ot in & dangerous or obstructive
position or in contravention of & statutory prokibitien or restriction. This
was 2,008 fewer than in 1977,

Pablic Carrlage Offiee
Cabs

Tha number of eibs Inservice on 31st Deccmber was 12,453, an inoreats of
just one on the previous year. This is in contrast to the average increase of 464
a year during the previous 10 years. The cabs in service were operated by 7,701
different owners compared with 7,964 cwners in 1977, OF theso ownes, 7,166
owned anly anc cab, and aine aperatad feets of 100 or more cabs, Tho number
of cabs fitted with two-way radio increased from 2,577 in 1977 10 2,684 in 1978,

The number of now cabs licensed for the fiest tims waa 1,459 which was 173
fewer than io the previous year, Cabs with diesel engines accounted for 99 per
ocat of the total number ieensed.

‘The number of cabs found unfit in service was 3,415, compared with 3,454 in
1977, Defective tyres, poor bodywork and the emission of excassive smoke were
agaln the most common defects reported.

The pumbcr of taximeter tests carried out during the year was 17,834, com.
pared with 18,038 in 1977, Over 10 per cent of cabs in Londoa aro now ftted
with ¢lecironle taximeters,

Cabdrivers
During the yzar 5,742 eab drivers® livenices were issued compared with 5,559
in 1977and 5,645 in 1976; 138 1y
and suspensions of existing licences numbered 32 and 30 respectively, On 31t
Dnﬁcmber there were 16,740 licensed cab drivers compared with 16,474 a year
earller,

Cab driving tests totalled 750, or 92 fower thas In 1977, There were 97 fallures,
tepresenting a failure rato of 13 per cent compared with 20 per cent intheprevious
year. The numbes of pertons applying for the firet time to take the knawledge
of London examination was 2,400 or 801 fower than in 1977, Attendances for
oral cxamination decreased from 21,008 in 1977 to 20,299. The number of

didates was 688 4 with 729 in the previous year; this total
includes candidates who were granted suburban leences and 37 suburban
drivers who qualified for full London lcences,
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Offences by cabdrivers
During tho year, 534 persont were provecded against at magistrates’ conrts
and 118 were coutloned in writing under the spe:?‘ﬁ laws relating to London
cab drivers. The sumber of summonzes and convictions for the more serigus
offences involved are shown {n the table below. The standasd of conduct of
mod cab deivers remalng bigh.

wn
Offence i
No.of No. of No. of No, of

; oy cap ok relatons | & i 3 i

Dmrdl 003
Refuing to b -hred e 4 L] 1%
Palling to wear a badgs . v 49 42 n €7
Yy} hewhere than 8 ok . 10 15 ke us
;nl:anx{ummm s . 1 3
Using lmutiig logiten 11 11 36 1 3 2
exvest . 3 2 4 4

#lacludes refuslog hiring 00 ¥4 off rauks (tbe 1977 Sures have been adjutiod)

Drivers and conductors of public sérvice vehicles
Doring the year 10,204 drivers' licences vwere fssurd, compared with 10,200
in 1977 and 9,580 i 1976; 28 uppli for licencet d. R i
and suspensions of existing fk d 18 and 59 resp
of the Public Carslage Offics conducted 625 driving tests during the year, There
wore 234 faflures, representiog a falluro rats of 37 per cont compared with 35 per
centin 1977,

Tho number of licences issued to conductors was 4,551 compured with 3,935
in 1977 and 4,096 In 1‘116‘ Five applications for lisenses were refused and there

Potice fransport
At tho end of the year ths transport ect consisted of the following velicion:

Polivesection

el
e 2,858

&pﬁ:’mﬂmmm(mﬁmmw&m 1,008

Total . . . i . .. . 3,563

——

At 315t Decernber 3,091 police officcrs were suthorised o ase thelr privato

cars on duty, & decrease of seven from the provious year's figure. In 'xddificn.

209 officers were tesporatily authorised during the year to uso their private
cars for special enquisies.
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who bears bis cvidence, that the Intention of the perion was to commit &
<crits if & cuitable opportunity aroxs, Such condnct i1 not something mysterious,
apen only to polics officers to stx and and. 1t woold be & 'il
criminals were to be allowed blatantly to Toiter in the strects selecting patentind
victims with polioe powerlesy to intervene. The fuct is that no ather provision
deals with this sitvation; certajuly ot the law on attempts to commit crime
eor the general powers of arrest available whero police may reasonably fear
& breach of the peace.

Much has been roads by the campaigners agalast Section 4 of the bann that
artosts under the provision are alicged to do (o the relationship between polics
sud some sections of the London commuaity, particularly, it is sald, the young
black Londoner, Objective aualysis eeveals that nowliere io thy whols muss
of the and p ions produced di the i» there any
substantive ovidenoe o justify the call for repeal. Indeed, apart from figures of
arvests for tho effence produced by this Force, nothing which might proparly
be accepted as cither fastual or evidential has been produced at all on this
subject: Typlcally & report or paper is produccd listiag s number of cascs”
whith are plleged 10 be sxamples of how tho suspected perton provislon
operates, The *'cases” aro rarcly, if ever, identifiablo and they give only the
defendant’s version of cvents which s often far from befng & full socount.
Yet it is material of this nature that Is used by campaigners, some of them
well-meaning, o justify thelr calt for repeal.

The campalgn has not belped the canss of police relatlons with the com-
munity. For however siocers they may be, by creating an atmosphiers én which
myth sad rumour fiourish and in providing a fertile ficld for the development
of prejudice, the campaligners bave incrcased the difficultizs faced by polite
officers in their attompts to cstoblish good refations with Black youth,

Research into police/community relationy

Tt is o heafthy tign that Londoncrs and those concemed with people's welfare
qod freedom should take & keen Interest in London’s police and its work,
Seme comment ix Ukely to be critical: providing erlticlsm {3 constructivo and
made without preudice it Is in the public interest, The fact Is, however, that
criticism of the polics does niot always fall into that eatepary and nowhere {s
this more appareat than in those publications and pamphlcts dealing with the
relationship between polios and ethnic minoritics.

‘There i3 a need for morw, properly based, resoarch and sonlysis in the feld
of race and community relations. The possibility is to be explored, in con.
sultation with tho Home Office, of having one of the acadomic isstitutions
interested fn this fishd conduct community relations research projests within
the Londou srea.

Commmunity relatiens in Past London

Conditions of ift for Londoners Hving in the ¥ast End, particularly those
of the Asian community in the ared, were the focus for much public sttention
during 1978, Soveral fctors contsibuted to that but tho most significant wers
probably the deaths of theee Asians. Jn cach of these separsto incidents local
officers effoeted Arrests and teals are pending. These examples of good and

€2

cffective polics work, however, scem to have baen forgotten in the oftes mis.
informed and misguided comment which followed on the stale of community
relations fn the area. Thers undoubiedly exists & gonulne fear amongst tho
At community that they have been the subfect of an organised campalgn
of attack and barsssment directed sgalnst them uss of thelr colour,
Tavestigations show that although some incidents involving Aslans and thelr
y bawe fiad an clement of racial prejudice, no avidence has been found
so far 10 show that any individusl or ion is condv 3 4
campaign of racial hanussmont in the East Had, That is act to say that thero
are oot groups and individuals at wotk in the ares whose concern it Yo worsen
mther than to Improve relationships botween ethnic groups but it does mean
that efforts to hmpoove the condidons of life for Asixn in Bast London sre
mifsplaced if they aro solsly concerned with attempts to ban or curtail normal
political Retivity in the arca. What Is needed i3 to make all who live snd work
in East London feel mose seoure in their daily lives and havs sonfidence in the
grolics to onforce the faw aud keep the pace, .

Fast End police officers suppated by coliesgues drawn from all paris of tio
Mescopatitan Polico District have mot thess comples and demnnding chalienges
with coursge, o and some sucvess in the paxt year, The pelice cont-
mundty Oalson officer for Tower Hatmlets hay been tircless fn his efforts to
sdapt and improve contact with tho Axan community and bas developed &

lationship with the i dership which has wotked grestly
to the advabiage of both police and public. The new police station at Brick
Lang, oponsd st shon notics In the heart of the Bannuh commpuaity, ls n;::;
r iy M, b o tnced to

that s
closs to tho peaple it sorves, to peotect their rights rad enforce the law.

Carcleal

Although the East Esd was tho facus of much atiention in community
relations, the Notting HIIl carnival was again one of the major events of the
yoar, In 1578 for the first time the idea of camnival spread to Finsbary Park in
North London. The public order apeot of these carnivals is discussed elsewhere;
these pbs deat with Ity velations side, Tho first thing 1o bo
ald is that, contrary to a common misconceptfon, A lacge proportion of tho
people who atiended the camivals were whits Londoners out 15 enjoy ono of
the major cultural events in theie city, I beliove that their maln criticism was that
thete was 100 litdo actual rather thag too nouch, If thees 1o a plea to
e mads on behalf of thoss who attend as spectators to those responsiblo for

sing the esmival, it {y that if possible there should be more in the way
of Mas bands,

Certalnly Carnival 1978 was Joyabl 0 the
of polics officers who were on duty. The sumber of crires reported to polico,
the number of Injuries to both palios aficers and people attending were all
fower thun In provigus years and that §y a trond much to be welomed aad
encouraged.,

1t has riever been the desine of the Metropolitan Police to restrict the freedom
of the carnival organisers to devise the best show they can areangs, Polios
Interest 15 to aasist tho organiicrs by waking the necessary polico armngemeats

a
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: €o raclal hatred

to cnsure that crima is reduced and, If possibla, eli that those i
can do so in safety; and that the event does not unnecessaeily interfere with the
rights of other Loadoners who may choose ot to join In the celebrations.
¥F the camival movement {s to grow and develop it must sohizve a peaoeful
and happy reputation. With that eud in mind the Foree will continus to explora
ways of improving the policing of carnival.

Ydalson with Iati g

Much of the progress which was made in commuaily retations during the
past year, in the Bast End and in Notting Hill and elsewhere, resulted from gaod
lisison betwéen polics officers and other organisations in the fisld, During the
year the Commission for Racial Bquality published « study on the oatars and
structure of locat work for sacial equality which is intended. as a discussion
paper around which decisions may bs mads-on the future development of loeal
community relations councils, This is a timsely initlative and 8 number of
community Haison officers have beon invited to put their views forward.

An important part of community listson work is concerned with establishing
and inl d relationships wit ity relations oouncils and the
effort of the Commission for Rucisl Equality to ratonaliss and improve the
structure and organisation of these bodies Is mont welcome,

From the point of view of this Force, the Commission for Racial Bquality
at national level and the local community relations councils and community
relations offioars are o point of contact through which. much can be done to
improve and extend the support police must receive if they are to supply on
effective tervice te the whols community. Lisison proups inctuding losal
community relations councils and fosal polics senfor management now exist
in several parts of London, imes the iding resy ility of the
police 20 enforee the Iaw and defend the rights of the victims of crime requires
police officess to take action which may scem 1o conteadiet our professed desice
for good relations with alf sections of otr community. For example, it {s per-
fectly possible for pelice officers to wish to support and cacournge & youth
clob whils eserving the right when necessary fo use their lawiil powem to
enter the premises on occasion to arrest members who are suspecied of com-
mitting crimipal offences. To a palice officer there Is no contradiction fn that
pesition and it {s important that others understand the sitvation,

Many talks have been held ot top lovel with the Chairman and members
of the Commisston for Racial Bquatity. They bave rightly voiced criticisms of
the Force where they have thought this necessary and they bavs not been slow
to pruise also, Disagreements otour but tatks will continue in an effort to find
solutions to problems common 1o ol

Tho Commlision for Raciat Equality awarded three bursaries to Metropelitan
Pollce oficers enizbling two of them to visit the Caribbean and ond the Jndisn
sub-continent during the past year. Such visits hitlp to provide a trne under-
standing of the problem of adjusiment faced by immigrants coming to this
opunf
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The only area where polics are directly involved in the enforcement of the
1800 relations legistation is that relating to the offence of incitemeat to racint
hatred. widespread claims that 1978 saw an upsurge In rucist activity,
cnly 32 aliegations of Incitement to rabisl hatred, contrary to Seotion SA of
the Public Order Act 1938, wero reocived by this Foree, This figure included
ning cases which were direstly reported by patics offloors. In 16 cases thoevideacs
was. olearly insufficient or the material bad previcusly boen examined by the
Director of Public Proseeutions with negative result, The remaining 16 cases
were referred to the Director of Public Prosecutlons so that ke could consider
whether or nat the Attorncy General shoutd be asked to iswue his fint to cnable
proceediggs to be taken. In 12 cases the Director considercd thut there was
insufficient evidenco; in two cases ho rdvised that proscedings be instituled
uuder Seetion 5 of the Public Order Act 1936 and in the romaining two caus.
procesdings were jnstituted under Soction SA of the Public Order Act 1936
for the offence of incitement to encial hatred, Ons of thess fatter cascs was
dismissed, the other still has to come to trial,

During the yeac, & case from 1977 was heard at the Crown Court. This
resulted in & senieace of six months' imprisonment being imposed for incite-
went to racial halred.

shows that ofa ion of Section SA arocasily
made but are not so easlly substantlated. Much roateriat which may offend
sgainst the provision Is il destincly and evidonco sufficient to
prove publication by & known individual cannot be obtalned, In other casts
white it may be strongly « that certain i  Are feep

for the production of offensive material it js impossiblo to obtain cvidencs a5 to
who was rosponzible for the materisl coming to the votios of the public at
farge. The Foroe however continues 1 monitor carcfully this typo of affonce
and will ensure that the Jaws sgainst the stirring up of racial hatred arc fully
enforeed.

Thie police ead young people

This year sces the 10th anniversary of the Metropotilan Polico juvenile
bureay system. The 23 bureaun are focal pointy, used by the police community
liaison officers to monitor, co-ordinate and initiato potice activities with children
and yonag persans, The b inue to provid fve § il
about juveniles who come to police notice in erder that the catreet decisions
sre made ubout prosccution or diversion from the couns, but the volo of the
burcaux i to move i ingly towards p racasures, They afl
carmy heavy workloads.

In the past yesr 37,656 young perseas were refcreed to the juvenile bureaux
and many juveniles feature promiinestly in tho serious offcnccs of robbery,
theft from the person and burglary, There was & decrease in the pumber of
fuveniles ceferred compared with 1977 but similar reductions achieved in cadier
‘years have nover been maintalned, Thotabls belowshows the number of fuveniles
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onder 17 years of age referred £o the burcaux For all offences (including traffic)
it the past fiva years aod how they were dealt with:

il 975 1976 1977 1978

Caition o :' ﬂ'ﬁg gﬁ: f?:gg %g’.?lﬁ g’;ﬁ
No further

T, A ae e v il
The aumber of fuveafles cautioned has 't jned ot about ono

third of the total number coming to poXica notice.
Before & caution can bo given, the following conditions must be met:
1. Thooffender must admit the offencs,
2. Th " "

3. The aggricved person, or loser, must be willing to leave the decision
whether or not 10 peoseaute to the palice:

Provided thess conditions are met no other fovmal criteria Himit the discredion
of the officer In charge of to burean and considerable expertise has developed
in assessing the approprints courss of action for cach juvenile. There are no
established fovels of recidivinn boyond which an offeader may not be cantioned.
Similssly the fact that a juvenilo is teferred 10 a boreau for the first time will ot
preclude 8 decisfon to proseeute.

There ate indications that police are largely making the comect decislons.
In 1976, 9,000 irsttime offenders were cautioned, By Aprl 1 ol r
cent had come to polics notice agala. ¥ Aprl 1978 acly 20 pe

In S ber & revised was In order to red: delsy
betwzen the arrest and coust ap of young offe el d
is being monitored and will bo reviewed during 1979, Since 1975, burcaux
have been diverting some young offenders into i and
alifed sohemes. This is dozo oo a Voluntary basis and the porents, the child and
the focal nuthority must agres. Al bureaux ate enconraged to co-operais with
tocal intctm't‘mlm teeatment sshemes bt thelevel of participation i3 detereinad
by ths facilities provided by ths various focal suthoritics,

A schems that has been of particulas interest {3 the Hderton d
Project operated by ths Tover Losdon Probation and ARy m Sm‘.
This pmjgnaimn encotfaging young offenders to adopt a responsiblo sttitude
fo motoring. There are two polico officers on the mansgement tommittes and
ceTtain tmotor vehicles in police poswssion are being mads availabls

1o the project,

In 1578 ouperimental *befriender” schames were sxtendsd

divisions. Oa “V", "Y" asd “K" Divislons sultable juveniles “il::o ham
bgn gievenfn u:\l:ion meivz; mmypm #0d guldance from carefully pelceted
voluateess from the communty, schemes i il

and thelr extension 1o olber areas will ba m&k evicwod during 1979
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The of polive in dancy centres coatl Currently some
60 officers lu their ofi-duty tims wsist In the running of attondance cenlies in
Greater Loodon. The Metropolitas Police bas becn asked 1o co-opemts in
settiog up an experimental attendance contre for girls, and this new facility
should be availsble in 1979,

The police inftiatives degribed above ooous wfter @ juvenile hay broken the
faw and are thercfore “post-offending™ activities and although they can be
sen as having a preventive effect thay aze reactive by nature. It it more effictive
in thie long term for children and young people 1o be divested from w eriminal
colirse before they break the law. Pre-offending initistives topresen? the greatost
hope for the future,

In response to the widely held view that there Iv & direct Nink betweon
deprivation and delivquency the joveaile bureaux have become the oco-
ordinating centees for polics Involvement with care procecdings and cases of
non-ancidental Injurics to chitdren. Thess armngements huvo faciliated the

of closer eo-operation wilh other sgencics. In most nreas the
Isvel of jon in the of idontal infury cases is
satisfuctory, As mutual confidenco and respect grow any sesidual suspiclon
af police involvement shoult be overcome.

The Metropolitan Pelioo relies heavily on the support it setives from the
pooplo of London. Thit neads ta be camed and young people have to bo
cacouraged to play their part, There 15 a necd to win the hearts end minds of
cbildren if our system of policing i to be maintained. For this reason fhie
Force I8 Vi, its schools i

PROgT ad
enthuiastic responce of Grester Londons education suthuitics boeds
acknowledgment, During the year & working party with representatives from
e od ies and U;‘; h,lb:’nam&oh‘iupmm:
for secondary schools, Bach secon: school & copy T Proj
which is being implemented by Juvesile bureau officers, It Is intended that
socondasy achools' pupils should reccive lnstruction from patice officers about
the law, their rights and respoasitilities and their police service.

1n the primary sshools, home beat afficers ase responsibie for st appropriats
programme for young childres; Daring the yeas 1,000 primary schonls entered
the Forcs “Pands”™ competiden for thele 10-year old pupils to havo thelr
knowlbdgo fested on matters of road safety sad police subjects.

Last yoar's Report mentioned the preparation of police pro}m packe for
junlor schools and in June 1978 & box of junior schools' teaching alds was
delivered to each of the 2,475 primary schools in the Metropalitan Police

Young people demand a professional spproach from thuss who texch them,
and i(nixl therefore important that police officers aro fully prepared for this
:wlwﬂn§ work io what is for many of them @ new environment. The Com-
munity Relations Branch hat prepared lectute notes for use by officers in both
primary and secondary schools. A full range of visual aids is mvailable to
astixt the officers but perhaps the most imp was the
gven by Whitelsnds College, At this college of education in Bouth West
Lendon home beat and Juvenila buresn officess have recelved professional
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guigance on the teebniques of teaching the various age sroups. Much credit
snd the thanks of the Force are due to the Principal and his staff for their
valugble asistance with this ambitious initistive,

Another activity designed t6 reach young people Is the Duke of Edinburgh’s
Awnrd scheme. During the year under review my officers ran courses in the
public service section of the scheme at the bronze, sifver and gold lovels, Ovar
80 coutses invelving over 1,200 young peoplc were completed in 1978, In
addition in Scpiember 100 young peopls between the ages of 16 and 24 spent
a residential weekend at Pecl Centre. The course about the police service was
organised nd managed by Metropolitan Police officers and formed the first
part of thess young people’s “public service™ commitment at the gold lovel.

The Force has maintained it special relntionship with scvan scout troops.
‘The scheme, staried in 1971, eaables scouts to study for proficiency tests leading
1o a scries of police badges. A mmiar schume ensbling any menmber of the
Church Lads' Brigade to qualify for a badge has recently been sgreed and |
hope the first nwards will be made in 1979,

It is exsentind that close links betwsen the Metrapolitan Polics and the Church
contisue to be forged, During the year thers have been mestings und contacts
at oll lovels, Mony of the community Maison officers bave addressed Deancry
Synods about their work, cstablishing a-contact that {s crucial if trust is te ho
maintained. At New Scotland Yard thero were ssveral meetings with the Cathalic
Commission for Racial Justics, the Methodist Church Division for Social
bkcspfns{i;i‘lhy. and soms ?{h ths Anglican Bishops of Greater London, Lialson

s Biithed i

f other fuiths.
‘The support of the church is valued by police and the followi tion passed
by the General Synod'of the Church of England in November was hesrtening:

““That this Synod, ing the § and often d work of
ths police forces of this country in upholding the law and maintalning order,
w;sl;:s n;lm:ord its sincre thanks and pays tribute fo the Joyalty and bravery
of the police™.

A great deal of voluntary work is dons in London, msinly in the mora
disadvaataged areas; to fnvolve younyg people in organisations and activitios
\v'hich aro designed to better their Jives sind help them to develop into good
citizens. Many agencics encovrage this work amd provide funds for it. 3t is
often suggested that the Mctropofitan Police should uss the facilities and
reoutces it has to take up this kind of activity, on the ground that this would
makea i tothe atianship between the polics and
the community. There is merit fa tis idea and officers cngaged directly in
community relations work are examining the possibifity of a limited Force
initiative in this direction,

However, projecis or schemes of the kind properly undertaken by other
BRLOFicS are oot necessarily the only approach for palice. This does not in any
way demean the excellent work of detached youth workers, youth crgasisers,
and many others, whose encrgy and devotion to specific projects iv  credit to
our community. But for & police fores the important relationship is that which
oxizts between the individual police officer, principally the constable, snd the
citizens with whom he has day to day contact. The community relations activity

)
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of the Metropolitan. Palive Is essentially diretted toward that ristionship, and
thoe vatus of Halson work is measured by the dogrea to which it hus beneficial
effects on that relationship.

Community relaitions is not restricted to improviog the image of the Force,
nor {s It solely concerned with race refations, It Is a practical activity in whish
the steategic objective of creating an- in which the enft
of the law may bo efiiclently and effectively carried out is constamly bome
inmind.

Running & youth club in a deprived area may well enhunce the reputation
of hio Foree und improve s imags, snd of courss that typo of work is constantly
dono by individual polics officers noting In their privalc sapacity, Two examples
arc the Copénhagen Youth Club in Jslington and the Thanet Yeuth Ciub in
Kentish Town, both of whith are run by polite offiosrs with the assistance of
other organisations. The oficers, and thero are many of them, who do shis work
in their own time do not stek orexpect publio recognition for thelr cfforts.

‘Whils in go way detmacting from the efforts of individual officers in this fleld
the valoe of the Forees community relations ¢ffort must be measured by the
beneficial effect it bas on secutiog poblic co-operation and thus reducing the
incl of eri d viglence in London. Tho ian Polico already has
a vital social rolo to piay, that of providing peace and security under the law to
shecitizons of the Metropolis,




CHAPTER 7

Specialist and Support Functions

Selicitor’s Departrment
The growth Ia the oumber of cases d 1o tho
bringing the Increass to zlmost 10,000 cases in the last regt ynr:g April the

B within t] by

workload was eased by the relaxation of staffing restrictions. Tex extea posts for
solicitars wore authorised nnd by the end of the year six of these posts had been
filled. There was, however, no improveicat in the staffing position In tho non.
professional grades,

During the year tha depariment assumed responsibility for certain work
Fermerly undertaken by the Director of Public Prosecutions and this ascounted
for soms of the additional 1,260 cases. Civil litigation work also increased and
the d now the Commi in brought
befors industeial tribonals by former employecs, There was alse a marked
increase fn the number of Inquests at which ths polica xequirfd representation,

to gthen o of

Bocauss of these increnses it was Y
the civil section,
Detaifs of the work for the year sre given in the tabls below:

1977 1978 | Couparisgon
Toul rumber of cases .. L. .. .| 35088 15 3
Traffic cases (iocluding drink and driving offences) 3.'3{0 !gfm "'ﬁ,ﬁ?
S R R |
Amnoc:mouw&(cﬁm Dividon) o ,o: e
Attendances o eowts of sammary furistiction 1, | 24,548 59 ¥4
%ﬂ&&«nw&% o e e e e 47 ]
& iy oozt &nsx‘ e : 5t
Bi oo
&R oo ooon H 5

Comparison of the figures with thoso of the previous year has been compli-
cated by procedural changes which took effect In the summer of 1978 resulting
in cortain offences, particulacly trafflc offences, no longer being committed

o 1t A ber of st

ros¢ by well over 400, This incrense follows the pattern in secont yeas of the
growth in the number of committals to crown courts, As a result, although the
dcp:mngat malntalns ofices st & number of thewe courts both in London
and the immediate vicinlty, a great dead of additiona) travelling is now under
taken by staff attending the crown cotirts on the periphery of the Metropolitsn
Police District aad beyond. In addition, in 1979 the first of a number of gew
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crown eouzts planned for Landon will open and stafl from the dzpastment will
be required to attend cassy in at least {0 additlonal court rooms which should
be in use by the end of the year,

Mansgerent Services Departmant

A numboer of prajects mentioned in fast year's Report were brought to &
Aot tud ing the use of cotup systems
for Anancial Information, cateting accounts, stores sccounting and stock control
and juvenllt bureau seatistios. A survey of pomsible futurc requirements for
computer suppost in the fiold of criminal investigation was camvied out In
conjunction with the “B" ent computer project unit, This hias revealed
the need for future feasibility studics In many arcas. Continued support bas
hoen provided for the Commnnd and Contrel project team; research was
dertaken to the stafing i for sub-divisional control

rooms gad ivo radio i an under

The teafiic warden management information system was implemented as o
pilot schema in the sutumn and provides omnagement lnformation about the
deployment of wardens and the itvels of compliancs with meter and yeliow line
regulstions iz all trafo warden aress. In addition the cxperimental manpower
informution system. for uniform officers was extended to & wholo area and six

divisl regularly. The system has beea ped 1o provide
ad hoc information in addition to the regulat monthly cutputs. Assessment
and will bo given to extending the

the
sysiem to tho whole Porce,

Further studies were undertaken during the year to assist operational polioe
officera. Metbods of deating with cheque fimuds have been cxamincd; an
cxperimental systom to provids iaformation about local crime was cstablished
on “B" Division; and, in o with *C" sad Q" investi-
gitions fnto the disposst of pritoness’ propesty lod to the dovelopment of &
niew method of storing .and disposing of drugs. A smafor study commenced
which sought to provide  mors eflicient Force-wids erims infosrmation system
sod proposals that the information from exsting crimo books and reposts
should be #ored in 2 computer taﬁr:ad{nm uro being evalusted. The first

. blo savings

aro that as well as
in efficloncy are possibla,
A pilot study to review the duties performed by afl polics officers and eivil
stafl toyed In divi statio leted, and an

0y Wal 0Omp

o7 up was set up which assumed additional respousibilitics in

gﬂmﬁ? ;inw cases and wotk favolved with the presenting officers’

and astscedents officers’ schemes, Assoclated with this study is & fundamental

review of all postasrest procedures, the alm belng to reduon both the amount
of work and the attendance of operational officers at coutt.

in headoguattcrs branchcs, the major exsemination of the use of photo-
ngyh:y tbod‘gcxw was concluded and outline made. The feview
of the Central Ticket Qffics, alto completed in 1978, Identified a mumber of
arens smitabls Tor forther study and fecommendations stemming the
stusics In the Criminal Record Office bavo been wmade, Other ocganisation sad
‘method studies on which thedepartment was stilt working t tho end of the year
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were concerned with the provision of clerical support for Catedng Wg
a review of the registry services and an sxamination of poics recruitiog pros
sedures. The Hat d with D" D in & joint reviow
of al) aspects of the selection and trainiag of police officers and a two-year
whi k and dovelapment in the

Foree, recommendations fos which are now under consideration by a working
party, was Tho st jbuted 10 & Homo Office
werking group on the standardisation of entrance tests for polive reoraits,

A fotal of 357 suggestions were submitted through the Forco suggestion
scheme, a decreass of 62 compared with 1977, OF these, 20 wers adopled in
full, 125 were not adopted and 222 were still under consideration at the end of
the year. of 206 i d before 1978 were sompleted
and 32 ware adopied. The adjudicating committee at its mesting in November
considered 19 suppestions asd made awards tolaliing £750 to the originators
of 17 o these,

‘The departmont hns now taken over the sdministration of tho avil staff
sugpestion scheme, the rules of which have been aligned with thoso of the
Forcs suggestion scheme,

Pidlic Information Depactartat

The recurrs dustria! netion which d ths publication of many
editions of the notiona} and Jocal press Had litsle effect on the department’s
volume of work. However ndditfonal responsibilities arising from the planaing
af events for 1979 10 commermorate thy 150k saniversary of the Force, together
with-a shertage of stoff, mads 1978 o domanding yeas for the Public Tnforma-
tion Department.

A runiber of informal meotings were arrenged throughout the year with
editors and the principal Joumaliss responsible for covering polise affains,
‘In company with my senlor officers I found the occaslons most helpful in
providiog & better understanding of our mutual problems. There was ag un-
fortunate difference of opinion with the BBC whith arose following @ sequest
from the Corp for in making a d fiim aon the
subject of missing persons, My proposal to exter into & conteactunl ogreement
with the BEC to safcguatd the interests of the Force and to protect the privacy
of those persans who did not wish 1o participate in the programme, was rejected
‘by the BEC asan inﬁin;;:mcn\ of its editoriat freedom, After much discussion,
however, au amicable solution was reached.

News and information

‘Thiy year the Press Bureay celebrated its tenth annive 28 & tweaty-four
hour jaformation service 1o the nows media. Fn!lowingnu::ymammmdauons
contained in 8 Management Services study, the bureau was modernised and a
new ! for greater efficiency and improved recording
and collation of information, The Press Burcav. also assumed responaibility
for daily brondeasts of polics.appeals on the thres Landon local radio stations.
These d duced usefl from the public: three arrests
resulted from direct appealt; one missing person was fonad; witnesses were
traced in two robberizs and one murdsr; fous vehicles were identifisd and found
and stolen property was resovered,
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Direct support was also given by the News Group to many police operations

d 8] Tor 4 about miurders, mitsing persons snd

other similar subjects. Many of these press roleases have produced uscful

Information sud one seat to Burope fed to the dentificarion of & mau whose
body had been Found in 2 London hotsl.

Receuttment publicly

Recruitment adventising continucd to appear In the southem editions of the
aationat pross and ia Army, Navy, and Royal Alr Foroe Hieratore zod careers
publications. Publicily campaigns wrre also arrnged to support the careers
section of the Recruiting Branch duriug their provincial tours snd dusing
their activities in ¢o operation with the Armed Services Reseitlament Boards,
In October & radio campaign also publicised the careers section's visite to
“Jub Cenuc's". ‘This was the first time that redio advartising had been vsed for

adult and anothen 1 is being planned. A successful
dt dvertisiog ) inglocal London tadio, was mounted
in Suns for the September Intake to the Comps.
An aign for: the Spetial C the

Brst for some years, was mounted in the autama, Advertisements appeared in
selectod natlonal and London ovening newspapers angd new posters and recrait-
ment leafiots were also produced,

Comntunity refatipns publicity
A specially propared: study kit for junior schools was published in Aprit
and the literature received 8 warre weloome from both tenchers and children,
Simifar odi ] material for schools i also being produced,

Crime preventipn publicity
Renewed torrorist bomb attacks in centeat London befors Christmas prompted
the distribution of bomb warning posters thraughout the inner divislons. 1
am grateful to the isi of British port and London
Feansport for their prompt and cffective wisponse to my appeal forhe widest
possible distribution and displsy af pesters.

Troffic Deparmsent pabilcity

The Metropolitan Folice rosderall exbibiion war leatured at the 1978
Tnteraational Motor Cycle Show at Barls Court in Augosl aad was also scen
by the public at nine other venues. | am groteful to thos local authorities who
not enly fonnd valuable space to present the sxhibition but afso provided their
active support. Motor cycle road safety publiity was alto xrranged for opon
days at Trafic Division garages at Finchlcy, Cropdon and Chadwell Heath.

Towards the eod of the year posters and keaficts in four hq;;:nga wers

i oo

roduced in support of the campaigs to deter and _
tercm driving {nto oeatral London solely to vinw the Christinas decorations.

General pabltcly

A rd pumber pi 78 cxhibitions and displays were ameiged. Crime
pmvcnms:n officers wete avnilsble to give advics at the Ideat Homs Exhibition,

”
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of Gaovernment grants for 1973/80 and the preoept on the local authorities
In that year.

Attho Receiver teats Tngi ber. the Jocst
representatives again emphasised that London ratepsyers ought not to meet
expenditure which shonld properly bo funded fror other sources; the matter
eausing them most concern was the Imporial and National Services grant in
respect of which they sent a defegation 1o yoi in May, There is no doubt that
the prosent level of grant fulls short of the cost of services rendercd by the
Metropolitan Polico for national purpeses,

Police buildings and residentis} accommodation

The mock police station ard training roads at Peel Centre, Hendon, the
MII polics post at Chigwell and 1he temporsry police office at Brick Lane
(produced within two months as & malter of urgenty) were completed and
taken inte use during the year, Work was also complcted on major amelioration
projects ot Rochester Row and Hackney police stations as well a2 on a large
umber of minor schemes, Progress continued on the new divislonst station at
Croydon, the North East Area Teaffic 'Unit at Chadwall Heath and the new
sub-divisional station at Kilbum.

As already mentioned in Chapter 1, tha reduction in the amount of capital
available for building work and the promise of oven Jess in the noxt few years
meant that proposals to rebuild many of the inadequate older stations had
again 1o bo shelved. A large aumber of comparatively minor improvement
schemes were nndertaken during the year and it was possible to start one or
two pew construction o improvement schemes but these were ao substitute
for the major bullding programme which is required if the operstiona) and:
other biidings of the Metropolitan Police are not to deteriorato further.

Acquisitions during the year iscluded premises ot Borough High Steees,

1o provide additi d for the adjecent divisional

polics station; and Charing Cross Hospital for use a3 a replacement site for

Bow Street divisional potice station. In additlon, 2 75-year leass was taken

m;?% House to provido further office space in the vicinity of New
i 5

At the end of the year, nearly 3,500 officersjwere provided with residential
accommodation In section houses, women police hoxtels, residential tralning
centres anid eltowhore, Work during the year included completion of ameliora-
tion work on Olive House section house to provide residential ascommodstion
for 93 officers, aud o furthor 78 scction house spaces were rented in the British
Airways hostel ot Thorncliffe Houss 1o dccommodate officens from. Alrport
Division. Harold Scott section house (100 piacesy was given over 2o use 4s 3
cadeét centre to meet increased demand,

Ths year saw the disposal of 49 sets of older married quarters, and 50 fiats
at Macready House were bought back ito uss following modernisation.
At the end of the year the number of married quarters was 4,164, of which
239 were belng oocupied by singlo officers, thus relieving pressire on saction
bouse Ap for the install; of central heating in
masicd quarters was started in February and by the end of the year over
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41 per oent of houses had been s equipped: Work will commenco shonly to

provido central hesting in flats, !
Atatal of 279 officers vacated purch o

compased with 365 in 1972,

spilex
Following the relaxation of the financial restrictions in 1978 addtional
fonds becars available for the replacement of fumiturc and afice equipment,
expenditure on which had been scvercly limited during the carlier coonomics,

Improvements wero made fn the matesial, design and operational funclion
of clothing issued to tho sffcers of specialist branchos and & now waterproof
Hued suit was {ssued to maotor cyclists. Offfcens of the underwater search unit,
sclf-defence instructors and police cadets were also supplled with now items of
protective clothing and equipment. Research continues into valous other items
of motor cyclists’ ciothing.

Communications
Command and Conteol

Reference {s mado in Chapter. to the project to introduce command ceatres
at New Scotland Yard mnd throughout the Metropolitan Polics District.
Aspart of this scheme, th i g despotch systerm, which
wes Introduced in the Information Room in 1977, Is boing extended to Include
the four sub-divisional control roems on “Y" Dividon, the arcx covered by
the first phate of this tefal, This extensioin wil acsist the project team in deteen
mining the divisional séquireinents of 8- full Commacd sud Control system.

Telephane repwork
Furthar lenprove o the My litan Polies telephane notwork were
planned duriog 1978 and within the next year mutomatio telephoro systems ot
Catferd and Croydon fiolics stations will be taken into operation o provide
sutomatic facilities for “Z" Division and the greater part of “'P™ Divislon,

Toformition Room

Diring the year 1,222,188 telephions messages wero received in the Informa.
tion R::m, of wlxicl'x 472,893(v.;;; gr:!.llnllxy calls inl:;: mmbcrl' ;:' \h: public
and 749,295 were emergoncy (999" 1. Thess totals reprosented & decrease
of 400,367 sind an increase of 43,110 respectively compared with tho previous
year's figuces. An automatic call distribation system was takes into use during
the yeac which epsurcs that cmesgency telephons calls are aliocated quickly
smongst available operators in striet onder of receipt,

Palice National Computer—computer terminaf bureas

A towal of 482,268 ions were 3 terminal

bugess n the Informativn Room on bcw:f-uu i:gcmo.a docroase of ?«&llr
mpared with 1977, This is undoubtedly due to i provision o

p rioa at sub-divislonal statfons. By the-end of the year 78 sobe

divitlons were equipped with ferminals, giving them direct orlino #cceas to tho

computer records.
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Automatic alarmy

At the cnd of the year 39,204 alarm instellations of the typo which opemts
icatly over the blic hone system were recorded as
being focated in the Metropolitan Police District. The number of new instalia-
tions notified to pofice in 1978 was 2420 nnd 73 existing installations were
removed. In all, 22,189 calls were received from this kind of installation gom.
parcd with 92,928 in 1977, Tho total includes 120 maintenance cally, aod calls
of 2 Iike nature from new iostalistions, which have te be answered but ere not
included when calculating the falso nlarm rate. In 390 cases (441 in 1977) the

calls resufted from actual or attempied burglaties,

A further 72,118 calls were reccived during the year from alamm systems
conncsted disectly to cammescial central stations opsrated by alarm companles
and rclayed to Information Room on & direct welephone line, Of theso cafls,
224 resulted from actual or attempied burglaries, compared with 276 in 1977,

The total number of calls received from the two types of alarm systems was
therefore 169,307, of which 166,153 were false calls.

‘The burglar slorm inspestorate continued to provide a valuable advisory

service to subseribers throughout the year and a total of 600 premites were
visited for this purpose.

Helsioki, Interpol Madrid and frttrpol Monaso, The Interpol terminal in
London can now exchange lic copies of h or
other documents with tho Interpol bureaux of Ausiria, Belgium, Canada,
Denmack, Finland, Prance, jtaly, Monsco, Nethetlands, Norway, Spain,
Sweden, Switzeriand and West Germany.,

Tho aumber of miorse radio stations operating for the axclusive vse of ICPO
remained at 54,

‘Fechuleat mapport
Natlono! Criminal Record Office

A new microfilm syatem, based op microfiche, was introduced in April to
improve the service given to Metropolitan and provingiat usces of the Criminal
Record Office. From the beglnning of 1978 all new records have been kept on
miceofilra and conversion of the 3§ miltion cxisting records has commenced.
This will take some threo years to complote. The telephone complex in the
Criminal Record Offics was re-designed and by carly 1972 it will incorporate
ic call distribati to provide queucing, monitoring snd

statisticat facilities.
A study has d into the possibility of using i )
to stare, group aad display photogrphs to witnesses, The study will taamine

Teleprinters the method by which photographs are slected, the format in which they are
The number of perating on the M itan Police tcl isplayed nnd the possible use of computers. Aa {nvestigation is also belag
network in cither & two-nay ar reception-only mode was increased from 237 ducted into the ibility of using p to assist In the
to 241, During the year the total number of messages deak with in the Telegrap! ification of criminals by analysing thelr mathods of
Offies concerning divisions amounted to 1,575,528, & decrease of 243,370
compared with 1977. A tofnl of 114,758 tolex micssages were dealt with by the Fingerprints

Telegraph Office, 27,998 fower thun fn. 1977, These decreases in the velume
of teleprinter dnd telex micssage trafhic ngam seflect the facilities afforded by
the Police National Computer,

Radio
At the end of the year the number of vehicles and river craft fitted with
Force radio was 3,118 compared with 3,035 {a 1977, The number of personal
tadio actwarks in use by the Forco was reduced by twa to 86, The number
of personal radio sets in use rose from 7,298 in 1977 to 7,553. OF this total,
3,347 were of the new typo of 5ot § in the reph

Interpol communteations

The United Kingdom Interpol radio systerm message traflic increased with a
Lol of 34,606 messages being processed (29,470 in 1577,

Of this number, 17,126 messages. were received and 17,480 tronsmitted to
other member conntrivs; the comesponding figures for 1937 being 15,796 and
13,674 rospectively. In addition a further 7,340 (6,894 in 1977) messages con-
cerning the | Criminal Police Organisation (ICPO) were exchanged
with other United Kingdom forces,

The ICPO pqum telegraphy network was extended during the courss of the
year by the of ph ! hi i by Interpot

K

n 1978, 469,165 searches were made in the natlonn] finperpring collection,
resulting in 266,372 identifications.

1n June, following proving trisls, the videofils fingeeprint information system

was taken into operation for routine scarches of soenes oferime prnts, oithough

approximately ono half of the scenes of crime staff continued to use manual

methods in specinlized nreas of work. The two systems have together produced
b e A e

6,747 { 16 per cent compl
yeat.

A systent of cheoking scenes of crime marks, as well as fingerprints, Bguina
ths fingerprintinformation held in the Polion National Computer was introduced
and this resulted in 65 crimo identifications during 1) o half of tho year,

Photogrophic Section
Pusther improvoments were mads by the photographic section to many
pecialised } particularly the ic printing of negatives, colour
P an tonal use of cind ph h
K




CHAPTER 8

Auxiliary Formatiens

Cadet Corps

A totsl of 4,338 applicatians o join the Cadet Corps were ceceived during
the year of which 2,695 were from boys and 1,643 fron glrls. This represented
a reduction of 360, compared with the 1977 figure of 4,698, Tt is likely that the
publizity given 1o the Gi Y fons on cadet i in 197
accounted for the slight fail in the number of spplications. However, the relaka-
tion of jctions on public diture at the beginolng of the 1978472
fArancia] yoar allowed the Cotps to recruit up to full strength onee more and of
the 1,169 applicants called for interview, & record aumber of €62 joincd the
Carps during 1978, 315 more than the pravious year. OF the 662 who joined,
215 in the 17 to 18 nge-graup oitended the short cousse Tasting one term before
proceeding to cadet centres for futther training. Cadets attested ns constables
numbered 389 compared with 378 in 1977, A tolal of 135 cadets Teft the Corps
before completing thelr tralning, compored with 108 in 1977, However, of
the 138, 18 transferred to other forces as cadets or constables 2nd 5o were not
lost to the polics service.

Cadet training plroes emphasis on the development of initiative, character
and confidénce and in this the Corps' physical and adventure tralning program-
mics play on importont put. Bach year teaws of cadets compots in 3 vasicty
of events which provide strenuous tests of their endurance and siamina. Five
cadet crows again competed in tho Devizes to Westminster canoe race; together
they setained the Jonior "Feam Trophy for the second year and the leading crew
won the Police Trophy for the fastest police erew in the mee. Qs team of boys.
and twe teams of gizls enternd the annual Ten Tors expedition on Dartmoor:
the boys completed the 45-mile route and the girls the 35-mile route.

‘Tesms were again entered in afl the National Police Cadet Chamgionships
and iodividual gold and siiver medals wero won for wrestling, judo, swimming
and cross-country ruaning. In the National Swimming Championships, staged
for tho first time at Pect Centre, tho girt eadet team won the frec-style relay
and the boys' team was second in the male relny. In the National Cross Country
Championships held at Leicester the Corpswon the team cvent for the Sirst time,
Tho Corps socoer team beat the Lancashire cadet team in the final to Winthe
National Soccer Cup. Tndividual cadets were sclected to represent the Police
Athlctic Association in swimming and athletics on scveral oocasions.

Tha Carpe® large.seale szarch team, fotmed during 1977, has now established

itsetf as nn offe PP calt o assist officers through-
ant the Force. The team was called out 13 times during the year and on thiree
occasions was used fo test divisiona) i Pplans for hing open

areas, thetehy providing the divisional planners with a valuable opporttunity
1o analyss and evaluate their revpective schemes.

$0

Special Constabrisry

A number of changes followed the full Implementation of the recommends-
tions contained in the Report of the Working Paxty on the Special Constabulary
to which I referred in my fast Report, sesignations of those officers who
had siready reached the rovised upper age Hmit was, to & certain oxtent, offiot
by the higher level of receultment from October onwards, following a recruiting

ign which early in

‘The strength of tic M Special C #t the end of the year
was 1,761, compared with 2,017 at the end of 1977, A total of 243 recruits
Joined during the year and 499 officers vesigned, of whom 24 It to join the
Matropolitan Police sad 18 vo join other forces.

Following accoptance of the Police Advisory Board’s recommendations,
job deacriptions were drawn up for cach of the Metropolitsa Special Constabu-
grudes and circulated to all oficers concemed, Fnvestigation Into the possi-
bility of providing more in-depth practical teaining resulted in tho introduction
of a pilot scheme of five continuation training courses which commenced in
October. The resuils will bo assessed to detarmine the merits of extending the
seheme.

As in past yeass, the Metropofitan Spéciat Constabulury gave valuable assis-
tance to the regular Force on the oocasions of annual public eveats such a5
Frooping the Colour and the Day at the € 4
Altogether membets of the : Special Canstabul
71,880 tours of duty, and spent 33,274 hours in training, I with to record my
thanks (6 all those who gave up so much of their leisure time 1o Undertake this
form of public service,

At the end of the year the strength of thy traffis warden scrviee Gincluding 38
wardens employed at Heathrow Adrport) wis 4,342, g decrease of 190 compared
with the 1977 figure. The total svas riads up o5 (ollows—

Men  Women Total
3 i 4

Aveatrafiic wiedencontraliers .. .

Senfor troffio warden controllers .. o 12 2 "

Trafficwardén controflers .. .. . 13 26 39

Fraffic wandén supervisors .. . .. 73 it0 185

Trafiicwardens .. . “ o 338 %S 1,100
et e

Allgrades .. .. . .. e 438 504 1,42

ik Chapaer | onth it i th i

siivaniage being taken of the relaxation of the restrictions iposed upon the
mnpov\sﬂ ceil!f‘g of the taffic warden service, The problems caused by the
indostrial action taken by traffle wardens in support of s pay claim duriog the
1ast quarter of tho year re also refesred 1o in Chapter 1.
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School crossing patroly

At the end of the year the number of school
was 1,775, This was two fewer than at the end of 1977, nppmvnl hvmg bccn
given for 20 new erossings and withdrawn in nespect of 22 places where super-
vision was no langer requited. OF! the totol, 56 crossings wero approved for police

il

APPENDIX 1

R ICERRIRT X} i 8 Rigl
and 1,719 for supervision by civilian patrol, compared with 58 and LoE R S LU £ 5

.1l9nspecmclym 1977

At 3tst Decomber the number of adult patrols was 1,292 and 8 further 21
crassings were covered by senior boys and gils from schools, There was there-
faro u deficiency of 406 civilian patrols compared with 412 at the ead of the
provious year. Recruitment restrictions wore eased dusing the year and efforts
mfa.dc to ;llocal: additional patrols to thoss boroughs with the greatest number
of vacancies,
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Camplaints against police: analysts by namber of complainants

1577 i1

thunm, :
Assault toas: .
Bribery

[k 2

wionlllus

Traffic offerocs
Subetoml
Other tatters:

G %)l aw
1] 198 N e
t

False eviderce |
Attitude to public
Neghkset

Leregualaxit .
Mmakcnxymsx .
Rummmmhﬁm
Stops in street .
Misellancoas

[N

[l widesal

+

Sub-tom) ..
Touwd ., .

]
Ly
i

-
R

BIB 858
[ - |

#
1
B

Rank

gﬁmswd’ oF

Polics gergeant
Palice constabic
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APPENDIX 6

Pollce ofosrs fnfred fn 1978 s & xasult of belng assanited while on doly

Number of officers reporting injizy a5 & vt of being assoulsed
while ox dety® .

Month Plocedon sick st Contlued on duty Totat
Janusry I n 1 247
Febmaty . 47 195 <UL

March ., 6} 32 313

Agril . . 52 226 2%

May 92 iz

June f 0 3% 335

My oL 5z 274 326

Avgust . - 9 353 450

September . * 288 382

October .. . 33 9 e

November . kit 289 366
Decernber - 4 29 293

Touls ., . TIa) 3,183 3985t

— Jronsy —

*The figures exclude officers who were dssavtted whils o duty xnd either did not

* susiain or did not repart Injury. i

$n 1977 tho number of offivers separting injury a3 & result of being assaulted on
duly was 4,038, By comparison with the previous year, the 1978 tofal showed 2
dscresse of 2 per cent,

() Includes the following 22 officers wha had to be sdmitted 1o hospital and
togsther were absent for a total of 1,310 days,

o NaOlRGl - Howcoped Nuwder of gae
infurips o 2ick lisf
. Diglocaed Anault at .
vight shouldes -~ disturbance o
Ml&&m  Auailt st oM
R st J
Head injury Asauit at 4“4
nd beghing fooiball maich
1o body Ly
Head injury Assault at 3
disturbance
Sib wound Assauilt ot L]
utbance
Head infury Assault at 13
Head Injury Asanlt 2t 52
distuibanes - -
Heud injury Assult ar %
xnd eoncussion . foorball match .
Head tfury Asayl at 9
C T danhanes
November . .. : Polico Hed infury Asaut ay ]
constable o disarbanes
December - .0 Palie Head Injusy Assgult by i
. contkb) . ipect
Descmter ... Police Heed injury Assault by 30
cons! S0, suspeets

*56) aickc on 318t Deceatber 197, |

Month, Officer's Nature of How caused Number of duyx
Phaced sick: rank Injuriss on sick Hee
January + Police Hadinjuries  Assault'dy 15
constable  mad concutssion  suspect
January Detective  Injurics to Assault by 34
sergeant m feccand  group of men
Margh ., Police: Bruising to Iead  Assanlt by 12
constable  and right thigh prisoner
Mach .. Delective  Bulletwound  Shotby g
constable suspoct
Apeil ., Polies. Siab wound Stabbed by 1w
canstable fuspect
Al ., FPolico Stab wound Assault by L)
congigblc group o youths
April Police Qoncussion Assault st 3
consiable disturbance
Apll . 1 Puncture Stabbed during
constable :‘o;ud to disturbanco
it
May Polloa Wead injury Assault by ]
suspect
hly .. Folice. Concussinn Assault by 2
table . acd bruiting nuspect

cans
*S1ill skck on 315t December 1978,

%

APPENDIX 6 {couisted)







‘g‘

APPENDIX 8

Honours and awards recetved

Knight Baschelor
Mrb. B, McNee, QM C

Rmul Vicmhn Qrder
Commander (CVO):

{CVi
1. B, Hupt, CBE, formerly Astistant Commissiones, "D Departmest,

Mr
To o g Member (dih Class) (MVO):
Chifef Superintendent M, J. Trostral), now Commander, “A™ Department,

0mﬁ:r af the British Beplre
Commanders of tho Civit Division (CBE):
Mr P. J. Q. Bucklay, fermesly Director of Administration,
Mr G 1. Kelland, QFM, Acsistanit Commissioner, “*C" Departraent,
To bc -.n Officer of the Civit Division (OBE):
Morrison, QEM, formerly Deputy: Assistant Commissioner, “C" Departs

of Police of the

Tobe Membm or the Cloil Dmswa (MBE):
ideidge,

‘D Department,
MrP A. leey formezly Inspector,
Mr.A. zua» 44, Executive Officer, formerly Higher Executlve Officer,

Mr S 1A Phlpps. fomx:ly Chilef Superinteadent, “A™ Depariment,
Mt H.'G. Pulles, formerly Higher Brecutive Officer, A" Department,

Onder 0f St. John
Promated 1o tho Grade of Commander {Brother):
Sir David B. MoNee, QPM, Commissioner of Polics of the Metropolis.
Appained in.the Grado of Scrving Brather:
Police Constable A. Guy;
Mr 3, W, Noris, Commandant, Metropolitan Speclal Constabulary,
ColonckR. R. Owens, OBE, FHCIMA, Dircctor of Catering,
Mz P. B, Parker, formely Polics Constable.
Pollee Sergeant B, Salter,
Police Sergeant CL E.
Police Sergeant F. Wood,

British Prgire Medal (Civil Divisiony
FPor Meritorous Scrvico:

Mr J. L. K. Banham, fmmﬂy Police Constable, “D™ Deparement.
Polico Constable H. A, Cof
Miss K, O, Fusringdon, fomxrly Telephonist,
Mr R, B, Fisher, formerly Police Constable,
Mt A. G. Garwood, Asststant Storckoeper, "G Department.
Police Constuble L. 1 Hemmaway.
Mrs F. M., Jay, Schoal Crosiing Patrols
Mr E. A, Johnston, formerly Police Constable,
Mt F. M. McMotrin, formerly Palice Sergeant.
Pelies Constable 3. Perking,
Potice Sergeant E. H. T. Rew, "B” Departinent,
Mrs P, C. Sharrock, School 8 Patrol.
Mrs A, A, Sunmcm, Forewoman Cuana, Chief Architest and

Deparitaent
Police Con.mblc R. L, Woodman,

Surveyor's

”

)

APPENDIX 8 (continued)
Queen’s Police Medol
Commander N, Baxter,
M T Harrison, Deputy Assistant Commissioner, “D" Dy,

Deparyaent,
MIC.V. chcl! Depuity Asclstant Ce
Mr e Hope.‘famm e ommlsmmr, Complaints Investigation Bureau,

Commander P, A, Saunders, “C™ Dopartment,
Commander L. B, J. Walker, '
Commendarion by Het Mujesty The Queen
FoliooSergeant (CID) 1L . Baldry 2
W L. Bazire, “B" Departmiat,
Police Sergeant (CID) B.M. Chrk
Fotice Consuble R. T. Gardosr.

Royal Victorian Medal (Stiver)
FPolive Constable R, C. Fletc
Mr E.F, J, Groves, romedy Police Constable,

Polico Comstable D, W, J
Police Constablo W, 5. A. Sx!ﬂcy

Order of. Mnll v] the Federol Repablic of Germany
Chmf Supain(cnd:n\ 84, 3. Trestrall, MVD, now Cotmander; “A™ Department,

Crots:
Petectivo Superintendent A. N, Dipple, “C" Depariment.
Inspectar B, P. Jeffery, now “A™ Department,
Detective Inspector N, D, Short, “C* qumenl,

Otém o lal'arw D, Reariqua
Sir David B. McNae, QPM, of Polica of the

Cavakrios
Dt!t»cd\e Gﬂcf Supednlenécm P. Radford, MBE, *C" Department:
Medaiha de O ’
Detective Chkl' Inspector G, T. M, Caafd, “C”* Depastrnent,
Taspector R. W, Jobason, “B" Department,
Medaihe de Prata:
Police canslnhh P, &, Howard,
Police Sergeant C,

C. W, Homt,




APPENDIX §

High Commendatioas awardtd by the Commissione

For coursge aod ublily keading to the arrest of 8 man for wounding with Inicat to
4nwmubodﬂym:mm postessing an offcosive weapon, vamely & cut throat

Wow Police Constable W, Ambler.

Far nuulmxdinz courage ieading 1o the arrest of & man for aggravated burglary xod
possessing an lmhnﬁcn frearm & siarting pistol) with intent 1o commit an hudictable
offence and 10 Feaist arest;

Polics Constable T, M. Lewds,

Por vuistanding coursge and abifity in efecting the arrest of 2 youth for burglary
and asult with nient 1o rslst um;, who was asmed with » band greaade:
Polive Constable C. E. Rowell,
Detective Constable A. M, Hatch,
Detective Constable M. R. Ticrncy.

For cowuge and resourcefulness displayed whilst rescuing a boy from & roof
‘whereby the officer sumlned pertonal injury:
Polieo Constable N, B, K. Gifes,

For bravery hadiog to the arvest of a man for masder, attempted murder and serious
offcaces under the Explosivo Substances Act 1883;

Inspector 3, F. Kingaby,

Polico Consmblc D. ). Wheal,

Police Constablo R. P. Kiff, GM.

Police Constable C, W, Burgess,

Police Cadet A. A, Ross,

For outstanding courage snd ability fn efferting the urrest of m:man xoned with &
loaded xhomm for robbery and other affcaces whermby Constable Heyes sustained

Poﬁcc Comuble Q. Heyes,
Polico Constable G, C. T, Hicks,

For oulstanding courage and detective ability leading to the arrest of four men for.
serious offences in relation 1o the Fircarms Act 1968:
Chicf Inspesior R, Dixon.

leading 10 tho arvest of two men for
mbbexy aod passwinx a:amu with intesl to commit an indictable offence and resist

octive Sergeant T. 8. Kulght,
Dclcchw Caonstablo P, R. Edmonds.
'or courage displayed undes dxnmus conditions whilst rescuing persony trappod
In Lhe Iep floor of a buring buil
Polioe Constabic P, Brown,
Police Constabile §. 3, Paterson,

i 'nmnn;medvdmnro:d:dxhawn
l’ar eﬂenm including aggravated butgluy and possesiing a fireann with intent 1o
commit an mdmab!c eﬂ‘:acc
Inspector G, D.
Polico Comuhleﬂ B. Scnn

« | o

APPENDIX 9 (costieoed)

For camn dlsplayed whilst macoing persons from the top floors of a burning
b under daugerous conditions:
Potiee Constable K. Frinder,

.-F“ wtfumihg sourage and devotion 10 duty, whilst off duty, [y & cas {avolving
mbm d: with int i indictabhie ofit

and 10 resist umrest:
Detective Constable D, €, Serivener,

4 1 f 1.

mmder. sobbesy and wounding with inteat 1o restiy awfa arrest, whmb;y Canmble
Prica and Tearporary Dﬁecm Constable Grove rustained personal injurd

Policc Consiablas M. W,

Polico Constable R, F. Otmy.

Police Consiable XL Raker,

Temporary Detective Constable B. E. Grove,

Temporary Deteztive Constable R, J, Appleton.

For rago and i I8 & caso of attempted murder whersby
the officer sustalned swerfous persanal injury:
Detective Constablo B, E. W, Pawley.
For courago and detzrmination in ¢ffecting the srrest of a ruan, who was anmed,
for offences under the Firearms Act 1968, burglary and numerous cuses of shelt:
Police Constable L. Williams,
Police Constadle D. W, James,

For coursgo and determination in effecting the arest of & man for robbery and
offences under the Fircarms Act 1968, who was anmed with aa fmitation frearm:
Potice Constable I Smlih,
Police Constable W, F. Payne,
Palico Constable G. A, Bzll,

For courage, determination and deeotion to duty, whilnt off duty, Is clfecting the
arrest of a man anmed with & kit for offenory including robbery and maticlous
woundiog, whereby both officers sustained persenal infwey:

Detective Inspector D. G, Marvin,

Police Constable D. Brady, QGM.

wnd don when he was

by » man

courage

vmh n shotgun, on (Wo oecasions:
Palice Constablo N. M. wmxum

For i whilss off duty, in ckecdnn The atpest

of s mentally dmnpdmn for offeoces including using s firvam ®ith intent to resist

arcest and -smm otessloning actual bodily harmn whereby she offcer sustained

personal injury;
Polics Oanmbh K.E. Bind.
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1,154
1,559
1213

1,56
1,480
Totalst .. .. .. ; 12716

* Perxons who were proceedend against on orore than one during the d jon, However, where
pawmhawum&mmmmdzmmknf«mwmmghmmwmm aa each '

** Tha categoeics of oflcooes i "‘in"tni&":ndhw"hwmw{xlmmlmﬁmhmmwh
tﬁmvla}fmﬂghumeWﬁAm, h istics are i Pl In addition, figares for any year will inclade »"ncayber
3 Includes sununonses issacd other thas at the instince of the Metropolitan Police,

§ Includes, for example, persons whose cases were adjormed sine dic or who sbsconded,
¥ On being weccived for trial, nop-indictable affences ate roclaasified as fndictable and fnctaded bere,

Persons tried st crown cotxts, by offence type, blea and outeoms of tris}

Pleas of those tried Cowomed Aoquittal peroontages
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342 anz
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aond the

with
population of the Metropolitan Potice District

or

Persves procecded against for simple

3,000 of poguidation

45
43
45
53

53

54
53

3

59

te Number of
population agaimt per

8,251,000

Extimated

8,594,000

8,104,000

T.903.000

T.840,000

764,000

7,647,000
1,597,000

7,503,000

TAE000

TITI000

Number of pereny

proceoded agaimt®

37,781
9248
BEK

42,098
44,203
45,107
41,193

43743
44,139

41,594

Yexr

1969 ..

W ..

»7 .

1972 ..

197 ..

195 ..

1976 ..

Indletable offences known to police, by Home Office clamification

APPENDIX 18

* Peysons who weers prococcied against o 10076 than one occxsion duriag the your bave bern countadt acpacstaly on each ocaasion.

Offencet wis | w6 | wm | on
Vialence againss she person:
1
X mrmu"é' . . u; w142 a;‘
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ol i diving . . o
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; ol oEl Mo
‘&‘m‘am.rgm ook e e s s
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APPENDIX 18 (continned)

Offencot 1975 | 9% | W | iom
% Hobbery v e e ag52) ssal 6E2S| 6SM
mnamnwwmlmpod:
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APPENDIX 15 (contimwed)

Offeont wis | w1 wn | s

Orier offences:
38 ﬁ:k«mﬂl . - o~ . . s m m 16
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@8 . .- - F 1 -
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APPENDIX 16 APPENDIX 16 (continued)
Indictable offentes clesred up, by Home Office classification

Offenont wis | ws | wn | om
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; APPENDIX 18
Burglary, robbery and thef€ koowa to police In 1978, by valne of property (Incloding cash stolen)
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AFPENDIX 21
TrafBe sccients involving death or Infury stnce 1969

Numbses of sccidents invalving death Chanpe o0
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APPENDIX 28
Deaths aad Injurles In trafffc xecidents by types of rond user
Change this year
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AFPPENDIX 26
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APPENDIX 27
Tealfic offences dealt with by proceedings or formal caution
Number of Proceadings by weans of Forum!
OBenca* Charges Summonses
17 1978 v 1918 197 w78 97 1978
Cuausing dewth or bodily bazm .. e . 100 51 37 20 6 x —_ -
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APPENDIX 28
Quarterly statistics of breath tests, analyses of specimens, ete,
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Lrine specizm .- . .. . . .. 1342 329 sz 12 s10 1,612
Spmw< oL m 206 29 75 318 %)
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